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WOMEN  IN  POLITICS 


Interview  With 


MT.J.  Helen  A.  Kennedy 

Mayor,  San  Gabriel,  California 


By  Rochelle  Grossman 
April  18,  1972 


•  •-  >,,-       • 


I  J -^VIISW       -IS.  EEL'S*  A.  L......DY 

( 
Grossman  i   This  is  an  Interview  conducted  with  iirs.  :  elen  A.  Kennedy, 

mayor  of  the  city  of  San  Gabriel.  I.rs.  Kennedy  has  served  the 
city  of  San  Gabriel  for  eight  and  dhalf  years  as  a  member  of 
the  city  council.  The  interview  was  conducted  on  April  18, 
1972,  In  the  San  Gabriel  City  Eall. 


Grossman  » 
Kennedy  i 
Grossman  i 
Kennedyi 


Grossman:   h 


Kennedy: 
Grossman  s 

Kennedy: 


..rs.  Kennedy,  what  public  office  do  you  now  hold? 
I  an  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  San  Gabriel. 
And  how  many  years  have  you  been  in  office? 

I  have  been  in  office  eight  and  ahlalf  years.  I  was  appointed 
to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  city  council,  and  then  I  sought  out 
public  office  after  that.  At  the  end  of  ay  tern,  as  it 
expired,  I  ran  for  election  and  won  the  first  tine  —  cane 
In  number  one  on  the  ballot,  j'our  years  later  I  «•*  selected 
to  run  again  and  came  in  number  tvro  on  the  bailout,  and  have 
Just  been  re-elected  for  the  third  term*  -**t  HachTfbm  is 
four  years. 

.  you  *m*  held  any  other  public  offices  prior  to  your 

•? 
council  appointment. 

>/o,  no,  not  any  publically. 

'That  was  it  that  made  you  decide  to  accept  your  appointment  to 

the  city  council? 

I  had  done  a  considerable  amount  of  volunteer  work  in  the 

city,  every  type  of  volunteer  work,  Cub  Scouts,  Little  League, 

Boy  Scouts,  Babe  3uth  League,  PTA,  and  I  was  Mm  on  the 

ion  Angeles  County  fysic  and  £arf  orminr;  -£rts  Connission.  I 

was  an  appointee  of  the  late  Frank  G»  Bonelll,  who  hoc  passed 


i 


•lyi        a\ray  recently  and  had  Just  been  re-appointed  by  the  new  board 
of  supervisors*  «^.  t  he  new  supervisor  In  my  particular 
dlstrlct^4«M  *•••*  was  Pete  Shabarum.     At  the  present  time  I 

am  the  president  of  the  ft^usic  •MM*aftB>i  and  performing  Arts. ^ 

ConxmiSS  iOO«» 

This  Is  my  second  year  as  president.   I  have  Just  been 

re-elected. 

Grossman  :      '"ow  did  your  family  react  to  your  appointment  to  the  city 
council? 

Kennedy i        ::y  husband  —  of  course ,   he  and  I  had  a  family  business  of 

outdoor  advertising  whereat  we  have  worked  for  the  past  thirty- 
five  years  with  public  offices  and  elected  officials  running 
campaigns,   and  things  of  that  nature.     So,    consequently,    he 
felt  that  I  was  uoll-qualified  tanriMMhfev  to  sit  in  on  and 
legislate.     As  he  said,    "You  are  an  excellent  la^lslator. — 
a  miserable  politician."     [Laughter]]     But  he's  one  of  those 
rare  husbands  who  has  always  encouraged  me  to  participate  in 
everything.     And  actually  Bbthink  he  has  a  ereat  deal  more 
faith  In  my  ability  than  even  I.      I  think  my  sons  looked  at  me 
with  a  kind  of  a  look  of  disbelief.      [Laughter]     They  couldn't 

I**a8'r^ «          i, 

iftago  mother  beins  a  publloally  elected  official.     They  still 
think  of  me  as  K^m  to  fix  breakfast,   and  runjHftag  a  local  toab 
service  for  them  and  their  friends,   and  that  sort  of  thing. 
I  think  they  have  matured  to  the  point  that  this  past  four 
years  there  has  been  a  completely  new     attltude^slnce  the  two 

4V>^ 

years  I  served  as  vice-mayor,  and  then  *•*•  past  two  years  as 
nayor^'This  past  elcctfcdn,  this  very  recent  one,  they  came 
forth  and  said,  "We  want  to  do  something.  What  can  we  do?" 
And  I  asked  them,  I  questioned  then,  "Are  you  certain  you  want 

to  stay  lii  public  office?"  "Oh,  I  think  It's  creat,  i^om, 
vou  should  stay  li.H  So  I  think  that  they've  bridged  that  little. 


• 


,.; 


Kennedy i        gap.     They  see  me  now  with  two  hats  on  instead  of  Just  tho  one. 
^rossnani      What  about  your  frionds.     How  did  they  react  to  your  serving  as 

a  public  official? 
Kennedyi        Oh,   they'e  been   Just  wonderful!      I  think  they've  been  very 

pleased  and  very  cooperative,  and  it's  a  nice  feeling.     There's 

teasing  along  with  it,  and  along  with  woi»an  in  politics,   and 
"Joina.1 '  s  Lib,  and  the  mayor's  hat,    it's  teasing  which  I  know  is 

all  a  cood  healthy  type  of  Aepgealettian. 
GrossmNi       At  the  time  that  you  were  first  appointed  to  the  city  council, 

how  old  were  your  children? 
Kennedyi        Let's  see^Tney're  twenty-nine  and  thirty-one  now,    so  take  off 

eicht  and  a  hfc\f,    twenty-one  and  twenty-three . 
Grossman:      If  they  had  been  younger,   do  you  think  that  mir;ht  have  kept 

you  out  of  politics? 
Ilennodyj        Oh,   definitely. 

Grossman :      "Jhen  you  first  decided  to  run  for  nayor  — 
Kennedys        No,   you  do  not  run  for  nayor,   you're  appointed  mayor  by  your 

respective  council  members,      tfe  are  a  general  law  city.     However, 
somo  charter  cities  alwa  use  this  particular  procedure,   but 

every  two  years  we  have  a  re-orsaiizatlanal  period,   and  at  that 

_  i 

tine,  the  oouncllmen  themselves  reappoint  or  select  nmTnp  them 
selves  whom  they  wish  to  serve  as  mayor  and  to  represent  the 
city. 

I  see.  Were  there  any  other  women  on  the  city  council? 
Yes,  there  has  been  another  lady  on  the  council  for  a 
number  of  years.  I  believe  this  is  her  fourteenth  year  oa  the 

.  -i   \  *?  e>  -4  ^  tf"  <?  V\£  &    1*5   """  i  "O   '        ^      i  ^"  **  \  II  "^  J  *  I 

city  council. U 

Grossman:  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  fact  that  you  were  selected  to 
serve  the  city  as  nayor? 


Grossman : 
Kennedy: 


nedyt   I  think  because  of  my  sincere  dedication  to  my  oity,  and>vhavlng 
the  ability  to  work  with  *••••  :nen»  women ,  volunteers,  business, 

^v  A 

and  in  a  sense  it  very  stabilizing  affect  on  people,  ^t  least 
I'm  quoting  what  other  people  have  said. 

Grossman:      Do  you  think  the  fact  that  you  had  had  experience  in  business, 
in  your  and  your  husband's  business  helped  you? 

Kennedy!        Oh,   definitely!      Private  enterprise,   yes »  Because  we  were  in 

private  enterprisers  well  as  working  with  municipalities^  in« J 

-ve  you  a  very  fine  cross  section,   I  jhould  say  gave  ne,   an 
excellent  fcross  section.     And  whereas  we  ran  a  union  shop  and 
a  union  business,   that  also  save  ne  an  opportunity  to  be  able 
to  understand  that  phase  of  it.     Also  because^our     type  of 

in 

business  we  worked  with  male  and  female.— ^again  gave  me  a 

4KI-V: 

decided  advantage, 

Grossman :     Were  there  any  factors  in  your  background  that  you  think  have 

worked  against  you,   that  have  presented  obstacles  that  you've 

had  to  overcome? 

Kennedy i        I   really  can't  think  of  any,  no. 
Grossman :      ffe     "ave  you  found  that  the  public  at  large  considers  women 

qualified  to  be  mayors? 
Kennedy:        They're  setting  there. 
Grossman:      In  the  beginning  of  your  tern,  when  you  were  first  appointed, 

how  were  you  received  by  your  fellow  council  members? 
Kennedy:        Just  beautifully  —  except,   perhaps,   for  one  who  wasn't  —  jrho 

raised  some  objection,   but  other  than  that,   I  was  received  very 

well. 
Grossman  :      uras  the  objection  raised  due  to  the  fact  that  you  were  a  woman? 

tooNj\Ar»H- 

Kennedy:        I  irouM.  be  able  to  prove  that  so  I  can't  say. 

:      I  see.     'That  about  your  staff,   how  did  they  receive  you? 


• 
. 

. 


. 


-.odyi   Oh,  beautifully!  Absolutely  marvelous! 

Grossman:  dfr  you  apportion  your  tine,    the  tine  that  you  spend  doing 

city  :;ork,   aad  the  tine  that  you  would  like  to  spend  with 
your  family,   the  time  you'd  like  to  spend  pursuing  your  own 
interests? 

ilennedy:        Obviously,   when  you  ~et  involved  in  the  higher  levels  you  become 
for  more  actively  involved  to  the  point  that  obviously  something 
has  bo  be  Given  up,    or  you  spread  yourself  too  thinkand  you 
don't  do  anything  well.     And  each  thing  that  comes  up,   each 
event,    each  project,    each  invitation,  must  be  evaluated  — 
how  important  it  is,   to  whom  is  it  important,   and  why  is  it 
important|      e-6&^««*dM*p»«*w«*—  especially  when  you  are 
siayor.     I  would  say  the  past  two  years  I've  had  to  neglect  my 
personal  interests  and  hobbies,    I've   just  r;lven  them  up,   period. 
And  my  family,    I  haven't  bean,  able  to  see  them  as  much  as  I 
vould  have  liked  to  have. 

Grossman:      Do  you  think  that  this  time  factor  affects  a  woman  as  much  as 

it  does  a  mai?     You  mentioned  that  you  had  to  not   spend  as  much 
time  with  your  family  as  you  would  like  to. 

Kennedy  i        1'cs,   I  think  women  feel  a  far  greater  guilt  in  not  seeing  their 
family  and  not  being  with  their  family  than  a  male  because  this 
is  almost  our  first  step  toward  doing  something  on  this  level*. 
4fBfe  to  any  great  degree*  f;here  are  more  women  entering     In 
to  the  field  of  elected  offices  and  careers,   buisness  careers, 
in  recent  years.     But,   there  Is  still  basically  that  guilt 
feeling  that  you  are  neglecting  what  you  were  supposedly  bom 
and  bred  for.      That  Is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  do  think  perhaps 
it  is  a  mistake  for  people  to  get  involved  when  their 
children  are  too  youn    .     Especially  at  a  teenage  level. 


- 


Kennedyi       They  should  really  wait,   In  my  opinion,   until  after  their 

families  are  grown.     Because,  when  children  are  infants,   they 
don't  always  need  as  much  care  as  when  they  are  at  the  teenage 
level. 

Grossman:     About  how  much  time  a  week  would  say  you  put  into  your  duties 
as  mayor? 

Kennedy:        If  you  really  work  at  being  a  mayor  it's  twenty-  four  hours  a 
day.     It's  a  business,   it's  a  career.     You  think  about  it, 
you  work  on  it,  you  plan  on  it,   it's  your  first  waking  thought, 
and  it's  your  last  thought  before  you  go  to  sleep. 

Grossman:     What  is  the  nature  of  most  of  the  work  that  you're  involved  in? 

Kennedyt        Attending  social  events,   representing  your  city,  and  meetings, 
and  meeting  with  your  city  staff  on  the  various  problems  that 
are  confronting  the  city.     One  of  the  probelms  that  you  will 

Coor^c.  \  I  vy\  yT\<-. 

be  confronted  with  on  a  eeunoAL-levol,   or  on  a  mayor's 


and  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  think  women  fit  this 
particular  office  very  well.  Half  of  it's  housekeeping,  keeping 
house  in  a  city.  Your  streets,  your  trees,  your  bushes,  your 
curbs,  your  gutters.  Half  of  your  legislation  is  related  to 
housekeeping  . 

Grossman  i  Do  you  think  that  women  have  more  of  a  feel  for  these  kinds  of 
things  because  they  are  home,  they  are  concerned  about  how 
their  homes  look,  the  safety  of  the  streets  for  their 
children? 

Kennedy  t   Their  law  enforcement.  Yes,  they're  concerned  with  that. 

Uonen  are  always  budgeting,  that's  part  of  their  function,  too, 

"T1 

.  0.  that's  why  I  feel,   what  difference  does  it  make  wfcMmr  they 


are  running  a  budget  on  their  fifty  dollars  a  veek,   or  whether 
they're  running  their  budget  on  a  fifty  million  dollar  basis. 
The  dollar  bill,   per  se,   only  goes  so  far  anyway.     I  thin!: 


1 

- 
T 
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Remedy  i   women  are  extremely  conscious  of  money,  their  shopping  — 

their  shopping,  methods  —  they'll  bargain  far  more  than  a  nan 
will  many  times  because  that's  part  of  thoir  basic  function. 

Grossman  i   .."hen  you  are  meeting  the  public,  or  when  you're  In  public 
session  with  the  council,  have  you  found  that  there  is  on 

accepted  way  to  act? 

4K.*3-5 
Kennedys   Yes.  I  feel  that  as  a  woman  that  the  proper  way  to  dd^  or  the 

successful  way  I  have  found^is  to  keep  it  strictly  on  a  very 
Impersonal  basis,  and  at  all  times  treat  your  gentlemen  with 

great  curtcsy,  and  never  embarrass  or  humiliate  them  In  any 
way  that  you  ride  roughshod  over  them  —  at  least  in  public, 
because  their  ego  is  such  that  they  could  not  cope  with  that. 
It  would  humiliate  and  embarrass  them,  and  at  all  times,  I  think 

one  of  the  most  important  factors  that  I  have  learned,  is  to 

4o 
give  each  one  an  opportunity  to  speak. and^suggest  and  not  order 

or  demand,  and  thai  vote  honestly.  And  keep  yourself  on  the 
level  —  that  particular  level  when  you  are  doing  business 
male  and  female  have  not  a  thing  to  do  with  it.   If  they  say 
something  you  are  not  to  --  in  my  opinion,  as  a  woman  —  become 
highly  offended  because  you  are  a  woman.  Because  when  you  are 
talking  business,  you  should  be  on  an  even  keel.   If  you  wish 
to  be  Included  In  on  a  business  session,  thai  you  have  to 
forget  sex.  There  Isn't  any  suoh  a  thing  as  female  and  male. 
You  are  people  thai. 

Grossman i   2o  you  find  that  your  male  colleagues  are  as  concerned  as  you 
are  with  treat  An;:  everyone  with  courtesy,  not  humiliatinc  any 
one,  giving  everyone  a  chance  to  speak? 

Kennedyt   .  o,  because  that  isn't  thefcr  nature.   They  are  very  often  used  to 
bel'i.c-  a  head  of  a  department,  the  employer,  and  even  if  they 
are  the  employee,  sometimes  whan  they  attain  this  particular 


,r:, 


8 

edyi        position,    they  forget  the  little  huroanitarian  things  to  do, 
and  they  forget  to  be  humble.     1  ow,   they  may  be  changing, 
things  are  changing.     Kow,  we're  right  in  a  transitional 
period,     now,    I'm  going  back  and  bringing  in  some  of  the  past. 
I'm  of  an  age  at  fifty-four,   and  I  will  state  that  for  the 
record  so  that  you  will  be  able  to  have  a  little  better  evalua 
tion  of  what   I  say,   because  that  way  I  am  bringlig  the  past 
procedures  In.     jow,   we  are  definitely  In  a  transitional  period, 
both  male  and  female. 

.rossmani      Have  you  found  that  either  sex  understands  certain  issues  better, 
or  is  able  to  articulate  certain  Issues  better*~fUdJr\  "H\e  Other  | 

^ennedYi        Oh,   definitely,   definitely.     I  think  that's  way  a  mixed  balance 

or  a  mixed  committee  is  torhmbrtet effective  because  one  will  raise 
a  question  that  perhaps  OH||MMMMMM»  would  never  even  occur 

Grossman  i      Do  you  think  that  either  sesks  more  responsive  to  the  public 
or  to  their  own  staffs? 

Kennedy!  ;11,    I  suppose  that  goes  back  to  the  question  proceeding  this 

one,   whereas   I   said  that  the  female  —  after  all,    she  is 
raising  her  children,    so  she's  weedling  her  children  around  to 
talk  them  into  doing  something,    she's  weedllng  her  husband  into 
doing  something,    she's  weedllng  the  grocer  out  of  something, 
or  the  produce  man  out  of  something,   and  she  takes  the  time  to 
achieve  her  gains  through  her  little  backdoor  methods  or  her 
sidedoor  methods,   and  she  will  do  those  things. 

Grossman  i      Do  you  personally  use  so-called  fetnlij^fxQ*.  wiles  to  try  to 

pCT  SO^-d-G^  ^-0 

••••*••»  people  «f  your  point  of  view? 

Kennedy:        Certainly,    I  wouldn't  be  a  human  being  if  I  didn't. 
•Grossman  i      Do  you  find  that  people  evejr  *ifci  to  take  advantage  of  you 

feeling  that  you  are  a  woman  and  youjll  be  easily  persuaded  to 


. 


._• 


"rossraani  another  point   of  view? 

Kennedy:  Definitely  t 

Grossman:  Eovr  do  you  handle  that? 

ledy:  I  listen  to  then  and  do  as  I  please. 

Grossman  ib  I   see. 

Kennedy:  If  I  cnnt    I  convince  them  logically.* 

— Jt  depends  on  the  issue,   also,      ihat  is  of  jroat  importance, 

what  the  issue  is. 

4K^ 
Grfcflsdsmi     How  do  you  go  about  maklng^deoisions  that  you  have  to  make  as 

mayor? 

Kennedy:        I  evaluate  then  and  endeavor  to  feet  as  many  facts  as  I  possibly 
can  on  the  particular  issue,   and  evaluate  from  tliat  point  on, 
and  endeavor  always  to  see  both  sides  of  the  coin. or  the 
picture. and  vote.     If  additioj^Al  facts  come  before  me,   or 
there  is  a  disturbance  or  distress  relative  to  a  particualr 
situation,    I  endeavor  to  find  out  if  there  are  additional 
facts,   and  I'm  not  to  afraid  to  admit  if  I'vo  been  wrong  on  an 
issue*  I  will  bring  it  up  again  and  say  I'd  lil;e  to  have  it 
reconsidered  or  re-evaluated,   or,    I'd  lil:e  to  rcslnd  my  motion. 

I'm  not  afraid  to  admit  I'm  Tyrone. 

cjo  JjOVJO 
Grossman:      HoTffdeal  with  a  situation  when  there's  a  conflict  between  your 

personal  assessment  of  the  situation  and  pressure  from  the 
council  or  from  specific  interest  groups  in  the  area? 
Kennedy:        Oh,   I  think  every  elected  official  on  occasion  has  to  ben4 

to  outside  pressure  because  sometimes,   4ven  if  you  happen  to 
believe  firmly  in  a  project,    if  your  citizens  are  not  ready 
to  accept  it,    you  will  have  achieved  nothing.      So,   you  back 
off  and  you  tiait,   and  sometimes  the  picture  changes  itself, 
and  it  eventually  gets  resolved.     You  may  not  be  around  .icre 
to  see  it  happen,   but  hopefully  you  will  be,   because  it 
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Kennedy:  occasslon*  *ML  AS  far  as  your  colleagues, 

so:,  a  your  colleagues  are  really  very  hep  on  a  particular 

project,   that's  their  cup  of  tea,  jflHBfc   and  maybe  you're  not, 

of  lukewarm  on  it,   you're  neither  for  or  against, 
and  sometimes     you'll  ro  alon~  vrlth  them  because  that  happens 
to  be  their  project.     We  had  an  Instance  where  we  had  an 
opportunity  to  pick  up  an  organ  that  was  bel:i     donated  from 

•  York,   one  of  the  old  Uurlitzer  theater  organk  from  the 
21en  Alden  Theater  in  :3roo3:lyn,   Mew  York, -/^nd  we  were  approached 

with  it,   and  it  was  like  buying  a  pis  in  a  poke,   so  to  speak. 

•aiow  what  we  were  getting  involved  in,   and  I 

lir.ow  I  vas  e^tronely  thrilled  about  it,   and  really  thought  it 
was  absolutely  one  of  the  finest  investments  we  could  MMMHC, 
without  too  big  of  an  investment*  iMl  plie   same  with  obtaining 
a  little  mini-theater,   within  the  confines  of  our  own  large 
civic  auditorium^  £•£  (he  other  lady  fcn  the  council  was,   I 
think. quite  interasted  in  it,   but   1,   especially,   was  really 
very  nuch  interested.      So  the  men  kind  of  went  along  with 
it,   but  I  really  put  a  lot  of  pressure  on  it  to  the  extent 
that  I  kind  of  cole1,  it,    so  to  speak.     They  said,    "Oh  well, 
go  ahead,"  and  they  weren't  that  enthused  about  it.     But,   when 
the  final  results  came  throuch  they  were  Just  pg  delighted,    so 
there  was  an  In  stance  of  what  was.     Anttrhor  may  be  really 
excited  about  a  park  in  a  certain  place.     You  lerjin  to  give 
and  take  a  little  bit,   and  eventually,   it  all  comes  out.     But 

i*L3A*S"T" 

if  you  feel  really  adnnaat  !••*  something,  you  Just  say,  "No, 
if  you  can  rally  your  votes  someplace  else,  fine,  but  I  don't 
feel  that  way  and  I'm  voting  no." 
Grossman  i  What  role  does  your  husband  play  in  your  decision  making? 
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Kmnedyi   In  my  decision  making?  I  will  frequently,  if  I'm  really  not 

certain  about  it,  I'll  talk  about  a  certain  issue,  and  I'll  say 
"Give  me  your  opinions,"  and  we  discuss  it,  pros  and  cons, 
sometimes*  fcje^.  being  a  male*,  having  been  a  business  man  for 
many  years.  «•••••••»  fy  husband  was  on  the  pa.  As 

and  recreation  commission  here  in  San  Gabriel  iHBt»for  twelve 

years,  and  he  is  presently  an  appointee  of  Supervisor  Warren 

b  Ep-ftgr  q^gpirr  o  F 


M.  Dom,   to  the  Los  Angeles  County  ifjarks  and  Recreation.     He 
has  vast  knowledge  of  many  things,  and  he  is  Just  a  tremendous 
assesst,   because  we  are  able  to  both  discuss  things,   and  he'll 
bring  up  things  that  perhaps  I  hadn't  thought  of.     Because  you 
must  recognize  the  fact  that  the  city  council  as  a  whole  doesn't 
have  that  much  time  to  sit  flown  and  tear  someJof  the  projects 
apart.     They  have  to,   if  they're  conscientious,   they  have  to  do 
their  homework,   so  to  speak.     And  their  homewor  ((requires 
research,   and  if  we  are  really  in  a  quandry,  or  it's  a  big 
capital  investment,  we  will  ask  an  expert  to  come  in,  and  we 
will  have  a  special  session.     But  many  of  the  projects  and 
things  have  to  take  homework. 

Grossman  i     Have  you  found  that  there's  any  difference  between  the  decision 
making  processes  of  men  and  women? 

Kennedy  t       No.     I  can't  say  that  there's  a  distinct 

Jdt*  depends  on  the  type  of  male  it  is,  and  the  type  of  female 
that  it  is.     But  if  they  have  all  the  qualities  of  what  I  had 
said,   of  being  logically,    eventually,   and  in  the  long  run,   it 
will  balance  out  and  you'll  come  out  thinking  pretty  much  the 
same.     You'll  find  that  your  votes  will  go  five  for  or  five 
against. 

Grossman  «     Have  you  ever  experienced  any  conflict  when  your  husband  felt 
strongly  about  an  issue  that  perhaps  you  felt  differently 


u£ 
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Grossman  i     and  you  acted  fflSrerently  on? 

Kennedys        Yes. 

Grossman  i     What  does  that  do  to  your  home  situation? 

Kennedy  i        Puts  a  strain  on  it,   a  definite  strain,  and  it  so  happens 

that  I  can  think  of  the  one  particular  issue  that  he  was  right 
and  I  was  wrong.     And  he  had  the  foresightaaaB  that  I  did  not 
have.     Women  are  sometimes  a  little  inclined  to  take  people  at 
face  value  and  have  faith  in  human  nature,  and  a  business  man  who 
has  been  in  a  very  competitive  busines,  and  chopped  and  hacked 
at,   he  will  be  a  little  more  suspicious  and  look  for  loopholes 
sometimes,   and  things  between  the  lines.     Women  are  not  always 
quite  that  sophisticated,  ••••••••••••MBfc'^hls  is  on  some 

particular  issues.     AgAln  it  depends  on  the  issues.     Women  will 
have  sensitivity  —  feelings  about  people  rather  than  sometimes 
issues.     So  MBBftMriMHT  he  did  was  Justltake  me  into  the  car 
and  say  let's  go  down  and  and  sit  somewhere,   and  I'll  show  you 

the  situation,   and  then  you  draw  your  evaluation.     Is  this  what 

7" 

you  want  for  your  city.     And  I  recognized  where  I  had  not  seen 

something  that  was  obviously  there,  and  I  came  back  and  asked 
to  have  the  motion  rescinded.     And  the  council  saw  their 
mistake  and  when  more  information  came  outvflHMl  they  voted 
five  against  It,  whereas  previously,  we  had  voted  five  In  i*fi 
favor  of  it. 

Do  the  best  of  your  knowledge* do  your  male  counterparts  on  the 

* 

council  go  home  and  discuss  issues  with  their  wives? 

No. 

Do  you  ever  find,  when  you're  presenting  an  issue  that  you  have 

to  get  more  facts  than  the  men  might,   that  you  have  to  really 

prove  your  point? 

Kennedyt       Ses. 

• 


Grossman  i 

Kennedyt 
Grossman i 


• 


. 

• 
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Grossman i  Do  you  attribute  that  to  the  fact  that  you're  a  woman? 

Kennedy i   Yes,  I  think  so. 

Grossman  i  How  do  you  succeed  In  persuading  people  to  your  point  of  view* 

Kennedy  i   By  having  the  facts  and  doing  my  homework.  You  can  only  go  on 

your  record  and  prove  things,  because  atherwlse  they're  Inclined 
to  say,  "Phoo,  phoo.  What  do  you  know  about  It?"  And  unless 
you  can  prove  It  or  verify  things,  and  have  statistics,  you're 
net  going  to  be  able  to  make  It. 

Grossman  >  Mi  Eave  you  found  any  difference  In  the  way  men  and  women 
deal  with  their  staffs. 

Kennedy  i   There  again  It  depends  on  the  Individual  personality. 

Grossman t  Eow  did  you  select  your  own  staff? 

Kennedyi   I  do  not  have  a  staff  per  se..  Ours  Is  civil  service,  all  of 
our  city  employees.  You  Inherit  your  staff  In  this  particular 
type  of  business,  of  municipalities.  If  you  are  In  a  larger 
city  you  have  perhaps  your  own  deputies,  or  you  have  your 
secretaries,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  but  in  most  all 
cities  you  Inherit  your  staff  because  It's  all  done  by  civil 
service.  They  see  the  elected  official  come  and  go,  the  staff 
does. 

Grossman i  Does  this  cause  problems  for  the  elected  officials. 

Kennedy i   If  they  create  their  own  problems,  only. 

Grossman  t  I  see.  As  mayor,  do  you  have  the  opportunity  to  appoint  people 
to  certain  positions,  commissions,  committees? 

Kennedy:   I  have  that  privelege.  I  have  not  exercised  It.  I  have  asked 
my  fellow  council  members  to  submit  names,  and  then  what  we 

have  done  is  H  —  we'll  have  a  personnel  session,  and  If  all 

o*4 
will  agree  *&  a  certain  name,  then  I  will  just  publically  make 

the  appointment,  or  we,  as  a  council,  will  confirm  the 
appointment.  But  I  have  run  a  very  demooatatio  type  of  council. 


- 


. 


. 
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Kennedy «   Frequently,  some  mayors,  when  they  assume  the  mayorship,  the 
four  members  of  the  city  council  become  more  or  less  lame 
ducks.  And  I  have  made  my  council  equally  as  Important,  In  many 
instances,  as  I  myself  am  with  the  title  of  mayor.  You're 
always  automatically  with  the  title  of  mayor  elevated  to  a  step 

higher.  But  I  have  run  everything  on  a  very  democratic 

-for 

procedure,  hopefully  to  make  m  happier  working. 

Grossman i   I  see.  Do  you  make  any  effort  to  see  that  women  are  appointed 

to  responsible  positions  in  this  city? 
Kennedyj   .Yes,  I'm  endeavoring  to  do  Just  that.  I'm  having  a  little 

problem  with  it. 

Grossman*  I/here  does  the  problem  come  in? 
Kennedy  i   The  men,  because  they've  had  a  bad  taste  in  their  mouth 

relative  to  a  woman,  and  the  woman  because  her  ego  is  such  that 

she  wishes  to  keep  herself  as  the  only  woman  involved.  Small 

people  think  small. 

Grossman i  Have  you  ever  found  that  — 
Kennedy:   You  do  want  all  these  things? 
Grossman:  Definitely!  [Laughter]   Have  you  ever  found  that  it's  easier 

for  a  man  to  commaro^authority  or  respect  simply  because  he  has 

a  deeper  voice  and  can  shout  people  down? 
Kennedy:   Yes. 
Grossman:  How  do  you  go  about  getting  the  repsect  that  you  need  or 

exercising  your  authority? 
Kennedy:   I  let  them  blow  off  their  steam  and  I  try  to  do  it  kindly  or 

tactfully,  and  then  if  they  do  not  comply,  I  use  their  ami 

tactics. 

Grossman:  How  do  you  keep  in  touch  with  the  people  of  San  Gabriel? 
Kennedy:   We  have  a  newsletter  which  we  publish  in  the  city,  and  it's 

mailed  out  to  every  redisdent  quarterly.  And  it's  excellent. 


. 
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Kennedyi   It's  four  p«©s,  and  sometimes  we  add  an  extra  page,  and  that 
way  we  have  fairly  good  communication.  How  some  people  feel 
that  they  do  not  have  good  communication!  but  what  it  amounts 
to  is  communication  is  something  they  do  not  recognize .  And 
that  is  communication  is  a  two  way  street,  and  one  of  the  best 
forms  of  communication  is  walking  preclnts,  and  getting  to 
know  people.  Because  sometimes  they  will  not  approach  city  hall 
because  they  are  frightened  or  embarrassed,  and  city  hall  seems 
too  big  to  them,  Another  thing  that  I  hopefully  am  going  to  do 
is  appoint  more  commissions  where  OB  people  will  be  able  to 
have  someone  that  they  can  work  to  and  through,  so  that  they 
do  not  have  to  come  to  city  council  meetings.  Kany  things  get 
buried,  unfortunately,  at  staff  level,  and  ooucilmen  can  become 
almost  oblivious  to  what  is  going  on  in  their  community, 
especially  if  they  worked  or  are  employed  or  have  their 
practices  or  something  outside  of  the  city. 

GrosHBan  i  Do  you  make  an  effort  to  get  out  and  meet  the  people  and  be 
with  the  people? 

Kennedy »   Oh,  frequently,  yes. 

Grossman i  How  do  you  go  about  doing  this? 

Kennedy  i   By  attending  as  many  of  the  functions  that  are  going  on,  and  not 

\ 

—  that  is,    I  don't  attend  Just  Rotary  like  a 

man  would,   or  I  don't  Just  attend  one  thing.     I  attend  a 
cross  section  of  things.     Anywhere  from  Little  League  through 
school  level  things  through  the  adult  level.     I  read  everything 
In  the  newspaper  that  I  possibly  can.     I  talk  to  people,   and  if 
I  see  something  on  a  street  I  don't  hesitate  to  go  up  to  a 
house  and  ask  MHBtMBB  about  it. 


. 
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Kennedy i 


Eow  do  you  respond  to  special  pressure  groups? 
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I  listen  to  them  and  I  don't  answer.     I  tell  them,    "I'll  get  all 
the  facts  and  then   I'll  make  my  decision."     I  Wtafc  tKem  very 
much  for  calling  me  or  writing  to  me.     And  If  they  do  not 
sign  their  names  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  anything  with  them* 

Grossman  i     Do  you  find  that  groups  concerned  specifically  with  women's 
problems  come  to  you  because  you  are  a  woman? 

Kennedyi       No. 

Grossman:     What  about  your  homework?     How  much  time  does  that  take  up? 

Kennedy:        Oh,  a  great  deal!     The  telephone  rings  constantly.     You're 

always  reading  some  kind  of  matierla.     You're  always  preparing 
for  the  next  meeting,   or  you're  following  through  on  some 
complaint  or  some  problem,   or  something.     Thft  job's  as  big 
as  you're  going  to  make  it,   or  as  small   as  you  want  to  make 

it.     It  depends  on  how  Important  it  is  to  you  as  an  Individual. 

title 
If  you  want  the  fctirt  you  can  do  nothing,   but  if  you  want  to  do 

a  good  Job  and  feel  that  you've  done  a  good  Job,   then  that's 

really  what  it  amounts  to. 
Grossman  t      Do  you  find  that  the  men  on  the  council  do  as  much  homework  as 

you  do? 
Kennedyi        They  can't  possibly.     They  have  careers,   and  when  my  husband  and 

I  had  our  business,   and  I  had  to  drive  into  Los  Angeles  each 

day  and  things  of  that  nature,    I  wasn't  able  to  devote  as  much 

V^^ve_>        . 
time.     That's  why  I  wouldn't 'assumed^  he  mayorshlp  any  sooner  than 

I  did,   because  I  didn't  feel  that  I  could  actually  do  the  Job. 
The  only  way  a  man  can  assume  the  Job  as  a  mayor  is  have  a  very 
strong  vice  mayor  with  him  so  that  they  can  share  the 
responsibilities.     ^HHiMeXt  is  demanding,   very  time  demanding, 
and  many  men  have  to  travel  with  their  particular  positions, 

they  are  too  busy,   then  the  responsibility  falls  back  on 


• 
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Kennedy «        staff.     Then,   again,   there  oomes  the  problem  that  staff  becomes 
all  the  more  Important  and  powerful,  and  you,  as  a  counoil 
member  aod  as  a  mayor,   or  as  an  elected  official,  weaken  your 

Grossmant     Hrs.  Kennedy,   after  you  were  appointed  to  ffcll  that  unexpired 
term  in  council,  did  you  then  decide  to  run  again? 

Kennedy i        Yes,   four  months  later. 

Grossman  t     Was  campalging  difficult  for  you? 

Kennedyt        The  first  tine  it  was  fun.     Andt   it  was  new,   it  was  exciting, 

and  the  second  time  I  ran  I  enjoyed  it  too.     This  last  election 
was  a  very  challenging  one,  because  I  had  been  zeroed  in  as  the 
target,  and  I  had  the  battle  of  apathy  to  be  confronted  with, 
the  transitional  period  of  youth* ^•b  I'm  fortunate  —  I  feel 
I  have  a  very  fine  rapport  with  youth.     I  had  the  transitional 
period  of  the  ethnic  groups  wishing  to  be  heard  and  putting 
presssure  on.     Envy,   and  being  a  female.     Those  are  all  the 
factors  that  had  been  zeroed  in  on  me.     And,   the  longer  you  are 
in  a  political  limelight,  and  politics  in  a  ffinal.1  olty«4MML 
(gtUT  population  is  thirty  thousand^  can  become  extremely  cruel 

and  very  personalized  because  it's  close.     They  feel  they  own 

4V\Mr     a.r^  ._. 

you  rather  than\  you  Idoing  a  service »  M*L  Jjf  you  have  made  some 

decisions  that  haven't  pleased  them,   that  tmall  no  faction,  a 
small  group  of  people  can  make  the  elect  ion  go  against  you, 
simply  because  you  do  not  have  the  turn  out  in  a  city 
election  that  you  do  on  a  national  basis. 

Grossman  i     What  was  your  competition  likef.^/ust  in  this  last  election. 

Kennedy!       Welli   there  were  three  incumbents,   and  all  three  Incumbents 
filod  for  re-election,   and  there  was  one  that  challenged  us. 
He  had  youth,   he  was  an  attorney,   and  he  had  an  ethnic 
bacl<£round.     He  ran  a  very  strong  campaign.     And  he  did,   he 


. 
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Kennedyt   his  committee,  he  was  able  to  unseat  one  of  the  incumbents. 
Ke  picked  up  —  you  can  logically  surmise^  and  analyse  that 
he  accomplished  it  through  picking  up  three  incumbents  protest 
votes,  practicing  single  shot  —  people  who  were  supporting 
him  suggesting  single  shotting  a  candidate.  Which  means  that 

the  rest  of  us  haef  to  pick  up  two  to  two -and-a-half  to  three!  to 

^y* 
offset  his  single  shot.  Plus  the  fact  the  ethnic  groups 

saying,  "Now  is  the  time  and  the  need," 
Grossmani  Did  you  find  that  there  was  a  difference  in  the  way  that  you  as 

a  woman  campaigned  and  the  way  the  men  were  campaigning? 
Kennedy!   xes,  I  think  so,  but  there  again,  it  depends  on  the  Indlvlaul. 
r\o  -fedr.-^  I  have  an  easy  way  to  communicate  with  people.  I  can  go  up  to  a 

house  cold  and  introduce  myself  and  wind  up  in  the  house  and  JMML 

h*v»rt<?v^ 
coffee.  So,  there  again,  it  depends  on  the  individual. 

Grossmani  Do  you  think,  perhaps,  there's  an  advantage  to  being  a  woman 
working  the  precincts,  and  that  people  might  be  more  recpptive 

to  you  ~  the  housewife  at  home  on  whose  door  you're  knocking? 

*T 

Kennedy!        Yes  fhthink  so.     Unless  the  man  has  dMHfc  —  there  aren't  that 

many  men  who  can  do  it  that  well. 

Grossmani     How  did  the  women  In  the  precincts  and  the  women  that  you  made 
contact  with,    how  did  they  respond  to  you? 

Kennedy!       That's  always .41  silent  vote.     How  they  respond  and  how  they  vote, 
you  never  know  that*     And  women  are  very  good  actresses,   and 
don't  ever  kid  yourself  that  they  aren't,  because  they  are. 
They  can  smile  and  do  the  exaot  opposite  behind  your  back,   but 
that's  human  nature,   and  unless  you  recognize  that,   you  haven't 
anyplace  in  the  political  arena  —  or  in  any  arena,   because 
that's  in  the  business  world,  and  that'   in  politics,  and  that's 
In  your  social  group,  and  it's  in  clubs.     They  may  not  want  to 
fc.    but  ifrfe  there. 
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jrossmani  Did  you  cone  up  against  any  resentment  because  you  as  a  woman 

was  breaking  out  of  a  traditional  role,  and  perhaps  threatening 
the  life  style  of  the  typical  housewive? 

Kennedy  t   A  few. 

Grossman  t     How  did  you  deal  with  them? 

Kennedy  i        Inwardly  I  merely  said  ~  and  I  think  I  should'nt  say  "I," 

because  my  husband  said  it  when  I  was  a  little  upset  about  it. 
He  said,    "Don't  be  upset  afcout  it,   because  if  they  had  the 
oppotunity  and  if  they  were  offered  the  opportunity,   they'd 
grab  it."     So,   take  it  and  do  a  good  Job." 

Grossman  i     During  the  campaign  —  any  of  your  campaigns  —  did  you  make 

any  effort  to  get  In  contact  with  or  to  avoid  women's  9gganAea%ie 

Kennedy  i        Oh,  not  at  all.     I  work  beautifully  with  women.     I  encouraged 
women  to  be  active.     Very  much  so.     Because  they  are  a  very 
strong  faction  of  the  voting  public.     If  they  actually 
worked  at  it  —  well,   they  put  Eisenhower  in.     That's  a  very 
good  esjBiple,   because  of  their  sons  and  the  war.     When  the 
women  iriMAup     and  bandflfe  together,     they  JaftAthe  greatest 
margin  of  the  population.     They  can  control  it  If  they  want  to 
exercise  it. 


END  SIDE  ONE  OF  TAPE 


, 


. 


BEGINNING  SIDE  TWO  OF  TAPE 

Grossman  i     you  were  talking  about  the  way  you  work  with  women's  groups 
during  your  campaign.     Did  you  try  to  hit  any  other  spetl 
interest  groups? 

Kennedy  i        .  o,    I  don't  think  so.     Well,    I  shouldn't  say  that.     Right  now 
education  is  also  in  a  transitional  period.     I  guess  one  of  the 
most  Interesting  and  yet  frightening  transitional  periods  that 
I've  encountered  since  I  went  to  school* 


.JHb  I  think  actually  I  did  seek  out  the  support  of  some  of  the 
educators,   and  of  the  women  that  are  Involved  and  concerned 

with  education,   because  I  felt  that  they  knew  my  philosophy. 
Thqrknew  that  I  was  flexible,  and  yet  not  rigid  to  the  point 

that  I  couldn't  see  the  tree  for  the  forest,  and  yet  I  was 
i  bl 


enough  that  I  would  be  able  to  help  evaluate  and 
perhaps  guide  In  some  things.     And  they  knew  that  I  was 
Interested  In  It.     It  used  to  be  that  schools  were  In  one  comer  ( 
municipalities  were  In  another  coiner,   clubs  In  another, 
welfare  In  another.     The  world  has  changed  so  that  everything 
has  shrunlCk^BBfc     And  I  have  endeavored  since  I  entered  the 
city  municipality  family  to  encompass  all  of  these  factions, 
so  that  we  have  a  lifeline  and  a  cooperation  and  a  coordination 
between  all  of  these  factions,   and  I  think  through  that,   they 
knew  they  had  that  .•That  I  am  really  and  truely  their  one  and 
only  voice,    so  to  speak,  as  well  as  understanding  both  sides  of 
it. 

Grossmani     How  have  you  reacted  to  being  in  the  spotlight,   or  under  the 
microscope  is  maybe  a  better  way  to  put  it,    since  you're 
been  in  public  office? 


•  • 
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Grossman i 

Kennedy i   Ohi  I  think  It  appeals  to  the  vanity  of  any  woman.  She  wouldn't 

be  telling  the  truth  If  she  didn't  say  she  didn't  enjoy  It.  It 
feeds  your  ego  and  It  feeds  your  vanity,  and  It's  a  stimulus* 
It's  like  being  an  actress.  All  she  has  to  do  Is  hear  the 
applause,  and  she's  hooked t 

Grossman  i  Has  that  same  kind  of  atmosphere  had  any  affect  on  your  children 
or  on  your  marriage? 

Kennedy  i   It's  had  some  affect  on  the  marriage  because  you  become  a  little 
less  dependent  on  your  husband's  approval.  And  you  become  a 
little  Independent  because  you're  sitting  up  here  at  city  hall, 
calling  the  shots,  so  to  speak.  At  home  you  have  to  put  your 
other  hat  on  and  become  a  little  mouse  sometimes^  and  take 
orders.  And  sometimes  you  don't  take  It  just  all  that 
gracefully.  But  you  then  must  evaluate.  Which  do  I  really  want 
the  most,  what  Is  really  the  most  Important  to  me?  And  you  must 
also  then  evaluate,  Is  your  husband  what  you  want  number  one  to 
be,  or  Is  It  your  children,  or  Is  it  your  parents,  or  Is  It 
your  career,  or  what?  Everyone  must  evaluate  that  themselves. 

^    p«s«-f»ov->    O\- 

Grossman »     Do  you  feel  that  having  a  wife  jrtra  Is  in  I  authority  and  calling 

the  shots  is  a  threat  to  a  man  or  a  challenge  to  his  masculinity? 
Kennedy  i        Well,   it  depends  on  that  man,  whether  he's  a  leader  of  a 

follower.     Mine  happens  to  be  a  leader,   and  at  home  I'm  Mrs. 
Mouse,   and  I  never  have  any  doubts  about  it.     Whio  is  goodl 

It's  an  excellent  stabilizing  factor.     I  never  get  too  big. 

then^that  my  head  gets  "b^fwn  up  out  of  proportion. 
Grossman  i      It  sound  like  the  City  of  San  Gabriel  is  also  benefiting  from 

your  husband  as  well  as  from  you  being  in  bffice. 
Kennedyi        Definitely.     And  my  sons  ~  my  eldest  son  is  --  believe  it  or  not 

I  have  even  leaned  on  him  for  information  on  things.     He 
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Kennedy:        happens  to  be  the  youngest  appointee  In  the  history  of  Los 

Angeles,  fa  the  age  of  twenty-six,  Mayor  Yorty  appointed  him  to 
the  traffic  commission,  which  Is  one  of  the  largest  departments 
In  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  and  he  became  president,  which  was 
most  unusual  for  anyone  that  young  to  have  achieved  that  position. 
And  my  youngest  son,  who  Is  a  great  daal  like  his  father, 
fl^  Is  a  very  good  stabilizer.     AndJB  he  Is  a  very  analytical 
type  young  man,  and  he  runs  operations  In  the  business,   and 
he's  very  good,   and  I've  learned  a  great  deal  from  both  of  them, 
too. 

Grossman  t     How  have  you  reacted  to  criticism  from  the  press  and  the  media? 

Kennedyt       It  hurts,   because  you  feel  that  they  haven't,  many  times,   taken 
the  time  to  find  out  the  story  behind  things,   and  they  are  very 
apt  to  take  things  out  of  content,   rather  than  to  really  publish 
the  whole  story.     Nor  will  they  take  the  time,  many  times^-be- 

Sorv\e_ 

cause  they  have  a  deadline  aa^r  times,  and  because  they  are 
basically  lazy,  and  also  because  they  are  not  really  trained. 
They  use  cub  reporters  frequently,  where  they  get  their  training, 
on  the  city  council  level.  And  they  will  not  take  the  time  to 
listen  to  a  ticpe  or  do  background  work.  Nor  wltt  they  do  their 
homework,  to  know  the  city,  and  know  the  council  members,  and 
know  what  is  taking  place,  and  even  if  they  do,  many  times  their 
editor  will  —  [telephone  interruption } — <_V\op  op  «3LSTO\rV» 
Grossman  i  Krs.  Kennedy,  we  were  talking  about  criticism.  Have  you 

noticed  any  differences  In  the  way  that  men  and  women  react 

C^i-t-fciSrr^ 
to  o»4*taac  from  the  press  or  from  their  constituents? 

Kenneyi    Say  that  again  ~  I'm  concentrating  on  something  else.  Excuse 

me,  I've  lost  my  train  of  thought. 
Grossman  t   Have  you  noticed  any  difference  In  the  way  that  men  and  women 

•v»^k«^4-   4- rt  r\  T*^  4*1  r*  erm  9 
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Kennedyt        I  don't  think  anybody  takes  critiosm  very  well  whether  itfs 
oonstmiotive  or  destructive.     People  are  —  that's  part  of 
human  nature.     People  automatically  go  on  the  defensive  — -  or 
to  Justify  what  they  have  donef   they  endeavor  to  —  if  they  are 
criticized  for  something,   they  will  endeavor  to  explain  why  they 
did  it.     But,    of  course,   three-quarters  of  the  time  you  might  as 
well  talk  to  the  wall,   because  people  —  you  don't  change  their 
mind.     It's  what  they  believe. 

Grossman  i     What  effect  has  being  mayor  had  on  your  family  life? 

Kennedys       Too  busy.     Huch  too  busy.     Kuch  too  demanding, and  my  husband's 
been  wonderful.     He's  escorted  me  everywhere,   he's  gone  along 
with  it.     IHe's  been  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  I'm  mayor. 
He's  said,    "It's  something  that  you  have  attained,   you've 
earned,   you  deserve ,"  and  he  said,    "all  the  money  in  the  world 
couldn't  buy  a  mayorship."     He'll  be  very  happy  to  have  it  over 
with,   however. 

Grossman  t     Has  your  being  mayor  had  any  affect  on  his  business? 

Kennedy  t       My  husband  had  to  sell  our  bussiness.     He  had  a  nervous 

breakdown.     We  were  in  the  advertising  field,  which  is  very 
competitive  and  very  busy  and  very  demanding,   so  consequently , 
he  did  have  a  slight  stroke,  and  then  we  sold  our  business  in 
1966.     It  took  him  quite  a  while  to  get  well.     He  is  an 
consultant  for  the  company  that  purchased  our  business,    so  we 

are  both  active  in  that  as  well,   that's  public  relations  and 

J$r-i- 
things  of  that' —  consulting,  and  it  ties  in  beautifully  with 

«Mto*  We've  had  a  lot  of  fun  with  it.     We've  made  this  a  fun 
thing.     We've  enjoyed     it  and  yet  we've  taken  it  very 
seriously^  «rtL  to  even  runjtBI  a  small  city*     Jts  expensive, 

and  I  have  never  taken  —  not  one  cent  of  donations.     I  have 

^Jr- 

—  we  have  given  up  vacations.  Che  time  ^gave  up  a  new  car* 
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Kennedy i        so  that  I  could  pay  for  the  campaign  strictly  out  of  our  funds, 

and  It  *  s  something  my  husband  has  wanted  to  do  because  he  ays 

ov- 
"then  you're  not  beholden  to  anyone, \  to  any  groupf." 

Grossman t     So,  having  your  husband  agree  with  you  on  that  matter  has 


Kennedyi       —  it's  been  an  advantage,  and  I'm  fortunate  enought  that  I  have 
been  able  to  vote  without  any  pressure.     Not  everyone  is  that 
fortunate,   and  I  recognize  that  fact,   too. 

Grossman  i     Has  serving  as  mayor  been  different  from  what  you  expected  it  to 
be? 

Kennedyi       No,  not  at  all.     I  knew  full  well  what  the  demands  would  be  and  I 
recognized  the  facts.     The  only  thing  I  will  say  that  I  dlcAiot 
recognize »  *•!  because  I  was  thinking  on  a  larger  scope.     I  thougf 
if  there  were  times  that  I  couldn't  attend,  that  people  would 
be  satisfied  if  I  sent  my  vice  mayor  or  one  of  my  council 
members,   one  of  my  colleagues,   but  they  are  not.     In  a  small 
city  they  take  it  as  a  personal  affront,  and  they  wish  the  mayor 
to  be  there. 

Grossman  t     lias  being  mayor  changed  you  in  any  way? 

Broody «          It  certainly  has  given  me  considerable  wisdom  and  insight. 

My  skins  a  little  tougher.     I  don't  bleed  quite  as  easily  as 
I  used  to. 

Grossman  t      Do  you  have  different  ideas  now  about  how  government  should 

operate?     Different  from  the  way  they  were  before  you  were  in 
volved  with  the  council? 

Kennedyi        I  think  that  I  would  encourage  far  more  participation,  and 

participation  of  everybody  being  involved.     And  not  for  monetary 
reasons,   but  because  they  wish  to  do  a  service. 

Grossman  i     Do  you  find  that  politics  is  still  pretty  much  a  man's  world? 

Kennedyi        Yes. 


. 


I 
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Grossman  i     Do  you  feel  that  women  are  'pretty  much  confined  to  the  school 
board  type  of  role? 

Kennedy!        Yes,   because  they,   themselves,   think  that,   too.     Until  they, 

-4-Y\€»*se  \ve~S 
themselves,   can  prove (they'll  have  a  little  trouble. 

Grossman  i     Do  you  find  that  women  need  more  representation  In  government? 

Kennedy!       The  right  woman  with  the  right  attitude. 

Grossmani     iiow,   the  question  is,    how  does  one  go  about  encouraging  more 
women  to  be  Involved  In  politics? 

Kennedyi        That  instead  of  reading  the  fashion  magazines  that  they  read  the 
bills  in  the  senate,  and  study  legislation,  amd  take  more 
political  science  courses,  and  that  sort  of  thing.     Along 
with  it.     I  don't  mean  completely  one  thing.     I  feel  that  all 
schools,  and  all  educational  facilities  and  all  courses  should 
Include  both  male  and  female.     I  see  no  reason  why  every  male 
has  to  take  Latin,  and  every  female  has  to  take  sewing.     I  think 
all  people  of  both  sexes  should  be  drafted  for  war.     They  can 
both  share  In  these  things.     I  think  they  should  share  in 
everything.     I  raised  two  sons,  and  I'm  a  woman,  and  I  feel  very 
strongly  about  that.     I  MBU  every  bit  as  capable  of  shooting 
someone's  head  off  as  a  male  is.     We've  sent  the  cream  of  our 
crop  and  blown  it  all  to  hell  and  gone.     I  feel  very  strongly 
about  that  as  you  can  see. 

Grossmani      I  can  see.     Do  you  feel  that  your  being  In  politics,   and  at 
the  level  of  mayorjls  quite  unusual,   also,   that /encourages 
more  women  to  take  a  chance  In  politics  and  become  Involved? 

Kennedy!        I  think  so,   yes. 

Grossmani     Have  any  women  come  to  you  for  advise  and  encouragement? 

Kennedy!        Yes,  which  has  been  *•?  Interesting.     And  ft  gave  a  speech 
before  a  men's  group,   the  Lion's  Club,   and  they  gave  me  the 
topic.      I  didn't  select  itt     Women's  Llb»«nd  I  did  a  considerable 
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Kennedyi       about  of  research  —  not  on  Women's  Lib,   but  as  women  In 

government,   educational  fields,  and  that  sort  of  thlngi  and 
when  the  speech  was  over  they  did  not  like  it.     And  it  was 
merely  facts  and  statistics,  and  very  few  women  had  the  nerve 
to  come  up  and  say  anything,  and  if  they  did,   they  came  up  and 
whispered  it  to  me,  which  was  a  real  education  to  me. 

Grossman  i     Do  you  feel  that  you're  part  of  the  Women's  Liberation  Movement? 

Kennedyi       No,  no,   of  course  not  I     Not  liberation  as  such.     Thejrt's 

no  such  thing  as  liberation.     You  Just  —  it's  getting  In  and 
doing  something,   that's  all.     I  think  ~  the  only  one  thing 

I  can  agree  with  that  the  Women's  Liberation  Movement  is 

_  If 

fighting  f  or,  -^AMMfc  is  equal  rights  on  salaries,  /they  have 

had  the  same  education,  and  have  the  same  qualifications,   in 

my  opinion,   their  sex  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  so  ever. 

They  definitely  deserve  the  same  pay  saale.     Now,  anything 

else  —  all  of  that  other  stuff  is  ridiculous,  burning  the 

bra  and  all  that.     That's  ridiculous. 
Grossman  i     Are  you  satisfied  that  you're  being  effective  as  mayor  of 

San  Gabriel? 

Kennedyt       Yes,   I'm  real  pleased. 
Grossmani     What  are  the  things  that  you're  most  proud  of,   the  contribu 

tions  that  you've  made? 
Kennedyi        I  think  rekindling  a  tremendous  rapport  between  all  factions 

of  the  people  in  San  Gabriel.     An  awareness  of  San  Gabriel, 
their  proud  heritage  that  had  literally  dled*<«HriMHMMMc 

LS( 


Angeles  /ff  and  after  eight  years.  •  being  founded  in  1771 

here*  we  sent  a  priest  and  some  Indians  and  some  settlers 

'  El 

to  Los  Angeles,  to  found  I  Pueblo  de  Los  Angeles.  We  are  the 

mother  city  of  the  valley^-^Td  the  revi  tall  zat  ion  of  our 
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Kennedy «       tfMgr  auditorium,  and  hopefully,   the  mission  play,   perhaps^ 
(culturally  I  have  brought  something  to  the  city.     A  warmth 
that  I  think  was  lacking.     It  had  gotten  to  the  point  where 
the  city  council  was  labeled  as   "city  hall."     "You  can't 
beat  city  hall."     I  think,   If  anything,    I  have  proven  that  the 
citizens  are  city  hall. 

Grossmani     Are  there  any  issues  that  are  still  problems,   that  haven't 

••Man  resolved  yet,   things  that  you'd  like  to  see  accomplished? 

Kennedy  i        Id  like  to  get  the  railroad  tracks  surpressed  so  that  our 

city  Isn't  divided  in  half,    so  to  speak,   both  for  accidents  and 
that  sort  of  thing,  and  perhaps  we  can  Join  with  Alhambra,   our 
next  adjacent  city  to  the  east,   hopefully  to  get  them  all 
surpressed  so  that  we  don't  have  the  accidents  and  that  sort  of 
thing. 

The  other  thing  I  would  like  to  Implement  is  to  have  — 
block-  i 


like  they    have>Utblock  citizen."     So  that  every  block  has 
—  like  we  had  wardens  during  the  war  —  that  we  have  that 
same  thing.     So  that  the  police  would  be  able  to  have  aids 
and  have  a  police  cadet  program  for  the  young  people.     More 
vocational  teaching.     I  think  those  are  extremely  important  for 
our  community.     Hopefully  I'll  be  able  to  realize  those  in  the 
next  four  years. 

Grossman:      I  realize  you  have  Just  come  out  of  a  campaign,  but  do  you  have 
any  plans  to  run  again  either  for  mayor  for  an  additional  4m  I   • 

Kennnedy:     I  hope  to  goodness  no.     I  think  that  I've  finished.     That's 
enough. 

Grossman:      If  you  had  it  to  do  all  over  again,  would  you? 

Kennedy:        Oh,   heaven's  yes!      It's  been  an  experience  that's  marvelous! 
Just  wonderful! 
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Grossman  i  As  one  of  the.  I  believe,  five  female  mayors  In  Calif omlai  do 
you  think  that  women  in  politics  share  certain  problems? 

Kennedy*  Oh,  I  suppose  so,  but  that  would  be  true  of  any  sex,  really. 
I  .any  women  share  the  same  problems  as  men  do*  They  have  the 
same  feelings,  the  same  emotions,  the  same  fears,  different 

degrees  in  different  situations^  I  think  so,  ges. 

you 
Grossman i  Would/recommend  public  office  for  more  women,  specifically 

the  mayor's  office? 

Kennedy:   Oh,  definitely.  I  do  not  recommend!  all  women  mayors,  and 
I  do  not  recommend  all  women  councils*  I  think  all  women 

coonlssions  are  wrong,  I  think  we  should  definitely  strive 
towards  equal  representation.  And  also,  diffemt  age  repre 
sentation.  I  think  youth  should  borrow  from  age,  and  the 
only  advantage  age  has  is  that  eventually,  hopefully,  they  gain 
wlsdon.  And  if  they  would  pick  the  brains  of  one  another  we 
would  be  strong  again  as  a  nation. 

Grossman  i  Hrs.  kennedy,  is  there  anything  else  that  you  would  like  to 

say  wither  relating  to  your  experiences  as  mayor,  or  anything^ 
in  general. 

Kennedyt   I  think  the  only  thing  I  can  say  now  is  that  I  wish  Instead 

of  young  people  complaining  and  being  so  vocal,  and  so  violent, 
that  they  get  in  and  do  something  rather  than  criticize,  and 

a*<&~ 

not  cop  out  and  run  to  the  hllls^^p.  think  that  is  the  answer. 
Grossmani     Thank  you  very  much. 
END  OF   INTERVIEW 
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isw  WITH  COUNCILI-.A:;  NARY  LEWIS 


Derderiani  This  afternoon  I  Interviewed  Mary  Lewis,  a  councilman 
representing  Bellflower,  California.  This  Is  Janice 
Derderian  of  Immaculate  Heart  College  doing  the  Inter 
viewing.  The  Interview  takes  place  In  a  tack  office  of 
Bellflower  City  Council.  Itfs  relatively  quiet,  although 
the  tape  is  interrupted  at  one  time  when  Mrs.  Lewis  has  a 
phone  call  that  she  must  go  to. 

She  starts  off  a  little  nervous,  -X^feel,  because 
^she'll  go  on  and  on  about  her  life  history  when  I've  only 
staked  her  one  question.  After  a  while  she  does  relax  and 
becomes  a  little  more  concise  with  her  answers.  I  think 
It  was  a  pretty  good  interview.  At  the  tale  end  of  the.  tape 
it  gets  chopped  off,  but  all  we're  doing  is  saying  goodbye. 


Derderiani  What  I'd  like  to  ask  you  first  is  the  public  office  that 
you  now  hold. 

Lewis i      I'm  an  elected  councilman  to  the  Bellflower  City  Council* 

Derderiani  How  long  have  you  held  this  position? 

Lewis  i      I  was  Just  re-elected.  I'd  completed  one  four  year  term 
and  I  was  just  elected  last  month  to  a  new  four  year  term. 

Derderiani  How  did  you  reach  the  decision  to  run  for  this  office  or 
to  apoept  this  appointment? 

Lewi  si      My  background  has  been  in  government  for  many  years.  Before 

the  city  of  Bellflower  was  incorporated  in  1957 »  I  worked  at 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Bellflower  which  was  an  un 
official  city  hall  for  five  years.  During  the  time  of 


' 
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Lewis i      Incorporating  the  city,  of  course  the  Chamber  took  the 

lead  In  that,  and  I  worked  closely  --  also  when  I  was  at 
the  Chamber  I  worked  with  the  county  —  well,  the  descrete 
work  In  governmental  affairs*  When  the  city  was  successful 
In  Incorporating  on  September  3,  1957,  the  council,  the 
newly  elected  council,  approached  me  about  being  the  city 
clerk  and  treasurer,  which  I  knew  nothing  about  at  that  time 
relative  to  the  responsibilities  or  duties.  However,  I  did 
accept,  so  I  was  Instrumental  In  setting  up  the  city  hall. 
The  city  attorney  and  myself  had  to  work  together  to  file 
the  code  and  do  all  the  necessary  things.  When  you  have  a 
brand  new  city  you  have  to  have  your  code  and  your  rules  and 
your  policies  and  that  sort  of  thing.  So  I  was  the  only 
one  —  I  was  the  first  person  who  was  at  the  city  hall,  and 
being  appointed  by  the  council  —  not  really  an  employee, 
but  an  officer  of  the  city.  So,  I  worked  In  the  capacity  for 
ten  years. 

Derderlan  i  As  the  city  «lerk$-^ 

Lewi s i      And  t r easur e r . 

Derderlan i   That's  a  Joint  position? 

Lewi s i      Yes,  I  had  both  positions.  And,  of  course,  the  city  clerk's 
responsibilities  are  great,  and  I  think  they  have  more 
feel  of  a  city  hall  than  any  other  employee,  because 
more  or  less  It's  the  public  relations  department.  And, 

you  receive  most  of  the  complaints  and  have  to  direct  them  to 
the  proper  department.  So,  I  had  an  excellent  background  In 
city  government.  While  I  was  city  clerk  I  was  honored  and 
recognized  as  being  good  In  my  field,  too.  And  as  for 
treasurer,  of  course,  the  fiscal  responsibilities  of  the 


. 
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Lewis  i      city  —  I  was  acquainted  with  them,  and  responsible  to  the 

olty  for  the  financing  projects,  and  the  bonds,  and  entrusted 
with  the  bonds*  I  decided  after  ten  years  that  I  really  felt 
like  I  had  just  about  complete!  learning  most  of  everything 
that  I  needed  to  know,  and  I  had  progressed  through  all  the 
different  phases  of  the  city  and  seeing  It  develops,  so  I 
thought,  well,  I  Just  think  I  will  resign.  At  that  time  I 
had  no  Intention  of  running  for  the  olty  council,  particularly 
But,  after  I  retired  In  August,  f'^  the  more  I  thought 
about  It,  and  there  were  some  things  that  were  going  on  at 
olty  hall  that  I  didn't  like  too  well,  so  I  decided  that  I 
would  file  for  office*  And,  of  course,  the  following  Feb 
ruary  was  the  filing  date,  and  I  quit  In  August,  so  I  started 
a  campaign,  a«d  I-was  Tery,  very,  no  one  thought  I  would 
win  because  I  ran  against  five  meni  an  Incumbent  mayor  and 
a  past  mayor  and  two  attorneys*  Very,  very  educated  and  very 
popular  men  In  the  city* 

But,  I  thought  to  myself,  my  campaign  staff  was  mostly 

/         N 
women, j  by  the  way,  my  first  campaign  I  ran  because  I  didn't 

get  a  lot  of  support  from  the  men  because  they  liked  me  and 
they  knew  I  was  capable,  but  they  just  didn't  think  I  could 
get  elected*  So  I  thought,  well,  they're  selling  me  short* 
Those  men  are  selling  me  short,  because  I  had  been  there  at 
olty  hall  ten  years*  I  had  conducted  all  the  olty  elections* 
I  knew  everybody  out  In  the  preolnts,  I  had  been  at  the 
chamber,  and  there  were  more  people  that  knew  me  than  knew 
some  of  them*  So  I  plodded  along  very  patiently,  and  «y^ 
campaign  was  —  I  wrote  my  own  campaign  material  and  compiled 
It  all,  and  came  In,  of  course,  tops,  of  twenty-six 


, 
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Lewi  si  prlnclnts  I  won  in  twenty- five.      Overwhelming, 

victory.     I  might  say  that  there  were  two  seats  to  be 
filled  at  that  time,   and  I  don't  think  the  men  have  ever 

really  gotten  over  it,  because  they  didn't  think  I  would 
win.   [Laughter]]     Bute  I  MM**.—  I  didn't  run  on  smears  AT 
anything  that  I  knew  from  01  ty  hall.     I  Juwl  iaii  m-my 
qualifications  and  background  and  some  changes  that  I  felt 
should  be  made  at  city  hall.     Some  of  the  things  in  the  ad 
ministrative  part  I  didn't  Kike,  and  consolidation  of  some 
of  my  offices  after  I  left.     There  were  things,  Ind  I  came 
right  out  honestly  and  told  the  people  whfct  I  thought.     And, 
of  course,   like  I  say,   I  was  elected.     So  the  first  year 
I  was  on  the  city  council  I  was  vice  mayor.     And,  as  I 
say,  and  I  w4M.  repcgff^fafe»t   in  Bellf lower  we  have  no 
listricts.     We're  elected  at  large.     The  people  elect  five 
of  us,   and  the  five  oounollmen  elect  their  mayor,   it's 
usually  passed  around  —  as  most  cities  do  of  that  sort. 

However,  the  second  year  I  was  put  in  as  mayor* 
Ordinarily  with  a  new  councilman  coming  in,   it's  best  for 
them  to  serve  at  least  two  years  tj*B*»-~  in*,  Vou  see,   they 
didn't  have  the  background  or  knowledge  that  I  had,    so  I 
could  step  right  in.     So  I  stepped  In  and  served  the  second 

year  as  mayor,  and  then  the  third  year  I  was  on  the  council 
they  asked  if  I  would  serve  for  the  second  year,  primarily, 
I  would  say,  beoatse  I  had  more  time  to  devote  to  it.     But 
I  also  feel  that  they  were  pleased  with  the  way  the  city  was 
being  run,   or  I  wouldn't  have  been  elected  the  second  year. 
And,    I'm  the  only  one  who  ever  did  serve  wwo  consecutive 
years  as  mayor  in  the  city.     And,   of  course,   then  the  last 
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Lewis:      year,  this  last  year  I  was  councilman  I  reverted  back  to  the 

councilman  position  and  had  to  run  another  campaign.  I  was 
a  little  hesitant  In  running  the  second  time,  and  I  ran 
against  five  strong  men  again.  There  were  six  of  us  In  the 


race  again,  veij  uliuafe  uaiUHnaites.  Bellf lower  always  hav 


C/1 
a  very  good,  competitive  elections.  Some  cities  don't  seem  to 

take  much  Interest  In  themi  but  they  do  here. 

Oerderlani  What  I'd  like  to  do  Is  go  back  to  the  time  when  you  were 

\\    // 
serving  as  clerk-treasurer.  Now,  the  then  city  council  was 

the 
composed  of  five  people  —  men.  And  you  were  jtn  only  person 


woman  who  had  any  active  position  In  Pliu  •ILji   -*&i>  city 

government. 

Lewis  i     I  was  the  only  woman  official  In  the  city. 
Derderlani  Ok,  how  did  these  men  respond  to  you  at  that  time.  With 

your  aldeas.  You  seem  to  be  very  creative  In  wanting  change. 


Lewis  t     Well,  starting  with  the  city  and  being  here  as  a  fixture  so 
long,  I  had  —  I  was  the  city  clerk,  directly  —  to  the 
council.  In  other  words,  I  had  very  close  contact.  And, 
I  did  pretty  well.  I  had  more  Imaglnltlve  thoughts  than  they 
did  as  a  rule.  And,  a  woman  looks  at  things  differently  than 
a  man  does.  But  on  the  whole  I  think  they  gave  me  a  great 
deal  of  respect.  I  handled  the  press, and  this  type  of  thing, 
also,  which  I  had  a  great  deal  of  control  over.  So,  I  never 
had  too  much  problem.  I  wasn't  discriminated  against,  I  fell, 
as  city  clerk.  Although,  the  department  heads,  of  course,  were 
all  men,  they  are  employed  by  the  city  manager,  where  the 
city  attorney  and  city  clerk  and  city  administrator  are 
appointed  directly  by  the  council.  I  was  directly  responsible 
to  the  council. 


' 


. 

. 
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Derderian  i  The  men  who  appointed  you  originally,  you  knew  them  from 

Bellflower 
working  in  —  in  the  process  of/becoming  Inoorporated. 

Lewi  st      Right. 

Derderian i      WAre  they  personal  friends  of  yours? 

Lewis i  Oh,   somewhat.     We're  a  small  community,  and  I  had  been  at  the 

Chamber  so  long  and  worked  with  them  —  tost  of  them  had 
been  present  at  the  Chamber,   I  had  worked  with  them  in  some 
capacity.     So  they  had  a  great  deal  of  personal  knowledge  of 
me  as  well  as  my  educational  knowledge,  too* 

Derderlan  i     What  is  the  population  of  Bellflowe. 

Lewi si  Sixty  thousand. 

Derderlan  i    -Slarty  thounaad.    -J-want  to  g;e  took  to.  —  Mill  mu,   I  imagfcia 
was  in  the  late  fifties  or  early  sixties  that  this  is 
taking  place,  because  you  did  serve  for  ten  years  as  city 
clerk.     Now,  were  there  anypther  people  contesting,   or  that 
were  possible  appointments  for  city  clerk? 
I  don't  think  so.     I  was  the  only  one  that  was  ever  considered 


Lewis  i 


to  my  knowledge.      I  don't  believe  that  anyone  else  ~  but, 
of  course,    I  had  the  advantage  of  working  ttaXK  with  the 
incorporation  through  the  Chamber  of  Commerce*     So,    I  was 

the  only  one  that  had  ever  been  asked.     I'm  sure  there  were 

UrtWf 
no  other  —  I'm  sure  they  didn't  gender  anyone  else*     In  fact, 

I  was  hesitant  about  accepting  it,  and  they  talked  me  Into 


xv  iOH 


«*•'* 


Derderdiani   Well,   because  I  wasn't  familiar  with  the  responsibilities,   and 

•        «     j 

I  was  hpppy  in  my  position  at  the  Chamber  of  Commerce*     I 
had  a  great  daal  of  authority  there,   and  I  was  hesltatt  about 
going  into  the  city  and  assuming  the  responsibilities  of 
setting  up  —  I  had  to  set  the  whole  city  up*     We  didn't 
even  have  a  city  hall  or  anything.      I  had  to  go  out  and 


, 


7 

Lewis  t      get  a  city  hall,  and  typewriters,  and  hire  girls.  It  was 
quite  a  responsibility. 

Derderiani  How  did  you  go  about  it.  Did  you  Just  try  things  out  to 

see  how  successful  they  were?  Did  you  consult  other  people? 

Lewis i      I  had  the  attorney,  the  city  attorney  who  is  your  great  help 
In  setting  a  city  up  because,  of  course,  he's  a  professional. 
The  men  are  laymen.  It's  quite  an  experience.  I  look  back 
and  think,  not  many  people  would  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  have  begun  Just  from  scratch.  Of  course  your  olty 
attorney  is  your  prof essional.,u  The  newly  elected  councilmen 
are  really  only  laymen )roitizens  of  the  community  —  they 
don't  know  how  to  run  a  city.  So  you  have  to  all  leam 
together,  and  of  course,  your  clerk's  responsibilities,  and 
there  are  many,  getting  set  up,  but  it's  Just  trail  and 
error.  You  set  it  up.  About  three  months  after  we  incor 
porated  they  did  hire  a  city  administrator,  and  then,  of 
course,  when  he  came  in  I  had  more  help  and  more  direction. 
He  was  an  experienced  man,  so  I  could  leam  much  from  him, 
too. 

Derderiani  There  were  no  women  serving  on  the  board  at  this  time? 

Derderiani  Has  there  ever  been  JM*** 

Lewis t      We  had  one  woman  elected  to  the  council  In  I960,  and  she 
served  —  she  didn't  complete  her  full  year.  She  was 
mayor  and  only  served  about  three  months  and  passed  away, 
so  she  was  never  able  to  complete  her  term  as  mayor  or 
her  term  on  the  council.  I  think  she  probably  was  on  the 
council  only  two  and  a  half  years.  But  I'm  the  only  one 
to  have  been  elected,  and  there  have  been  many,  many  women 
run  for  office  here  in  Bellflower.  ^ven  the  Chamber  of 


. 


• 
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Lewis i  Commerce.     There's  no  women  on  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 

board.     It  isn't  easy  for  a  woman  to  get  elected  In  Bell- 
flower. 

Derderlani      In  your  experiences,   do  you  feel  that  women  are  qualified 
for  the  position  of  city  councilman? 

Lewis t  Well,   I  don't  fell  that  Just  anyone  is  qualified.     I  feel  if 

a  woman  in  interested  into  going  into  city  —  municipal 
government,    she  should  be  qualified  and  she  can  be  qualified 
by  working  in  campaigns  and  taking  part  in  her  party 

politics,   and  BtmaytagaOhe  —  oonfering  with  her  elected 

^JjttlfW  

officials  and  going  to  the1--  tiui'If  they  come  lo  the 

•jiMieinigu,   and  know  how  the  meetings  are  conducted,  and  be 
interested  enough.     I  think  it's  wrong  either  for  a  man  or  a 
woman   Just  to  say,    "I  want  to  get  elected  to  the  city  council/ 
and  most  of  them  are  qualified.     They  don't  know  anything 
about  it.     But  if  they're  interested  they  should  come  in  and 
talk  to  the  city  clerk,   is  your  best  contact.     And,   learn 
what  the  municipal  code  is,  and  leam  what  your  state 
government  code  is,   and  leam  something  about  it.     And  then 
when  you  run,   try  to  run  on  some  qualifications. 

Derderlani     Going  back  to  the  first  time  you  ran  for  city  council,  now 
when  you  were  working  in  the  capacity  of  clerk  treasurer, 
did  you- «*no  idea  at  all  of  running? 

Lewi si  No. 

Derderlani      You  resigned  in  Aflgust,  and  between  August  and  the  following 
election  —  did  you  do  this  on  your  own  accord,    state  your 
desires  to  run,   or  did  somebody  prod  you? 


» 
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Lewisj  I  made  up  my  ovm.  mind.     Oh,    several  people  asked  me  if  I 

was,   but  no  one  —  it  was  my  own  decision. 

Oerderiani      It  Tm»Mygnea»B>"*g»>»<U».     OK,  now,   I'd  like  to  talk  a  little 
about  the  first  campaign.     Was  it  difficult  for  you  in  terms 
of  time  *H*r  energy, and  money? 

Lewi  si  Well,    I  wasn't  working,    so  I  had  quite  a  bit  of  time.     I  was 

experienced  in  campaigning.      T'Tn  hanrHafl  tha  Trerfr  —  I'm 
a  strong  Democrat,  and  I've  always  participated  in  politics. 
When  I  was  city  clerk  I  handled  all  the  city  elections.     I've 
seen  many  campaigns,   so  I  set  up  my  own  campaign,   and  I  had 
more  women  than  men,   such  as  I  stated  before,  working  for 
me.     As  far  as  the  financing,   I  did  have  quite  a  problem  with 
financing.      In  fact,   it  costs  money  to  run  a  campaign,  and  I 
did  have  a  problem  with  money.     Ky  friends  gave  me  money,  and 
lots  of  people  would  contribute.     But,   they  didn't  think  I 
would  win,    so  they  weren't  large  contributions  at  all. 

Derderiani      They  contributed  out  of  tokenism? 

Lewi si  Because  they  liked  me. 

Derderiani     How  did  you  do  major  campaign  raising?     PiaMiii   did  jrou  go  to 

Lew  like  coffee  hours  and  speak  there  with  the  hopes  and  expec 

tations  that  there  would  be  some  donations  to  the  campaign? 

Lewis i  Not  particularly.     I  went  out,   and  I  did  lots  of  precinct 

walking,  and  lots  of  people  remembered  me,   and  I  used  my 
picture  on  all  of  my  literature,   baoauoo  poopla  iBUi^mfleJi'ttd  me- 

fgca  Tao ing and  I  had  so  many  contacts  throughout  the 

years,   and  I  had  lots  of  coffee  olatches,   lady's  coffee 
olatches.     And  —  btt     as  far  as  the  financial  part,   and  I 
didn't  have  a  financial  treasurer  or  anybone  going  out  and 
asking  for  money  for  me,   it  —  most  of  it  Just  came.     People 


, 
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just  sent  in  a  oheok  and  said,    Vary,   I  know  you'll  need  some 
help,"  so  there  was  no  great  effort  on  my  part  to  30  out  and 
solicit  people  for  money* 

T)rQ/r\ 

,  slate  and  approach,  different  ttmrrb- 

oaroondere  —  HIM  nalo  purple? 


Derderiani     Uas  your  campa 


Lewi* i  I  know  what  you  mean*  my  opponents* 

Derderiani      Yes* 

Lewis  t  Yes,  very  much  so,  because  —  and  even  in  this  campaign  —  I 

cane  out  with  if  I  was  elected  what  I  wanted  to  do,  and  what 
I  felt  should  be  changed,  and  I  came  out  with  my  qualification 
and  my  community  participation,  and  it  was  a  very  un 
pretentious  picture  of  me  on  the  front,  and  I  listed  all 
these  things*     Cf  course,  now,   in  this  campaign,  running 
as  an  Incumbent,   I  followed  the  same  approach  in  this 
respect,  that  I  listed  on  there  that  the  accomplishments 
that  I  had  initiated  —  you  can't  do  them  aaone,  but  I 
initiated  a  good  many  of  them*     Things  that  I  initiated,  and 

I  had  quite  a  few  to  my  credit*     I  was  gurprlsed,  and  things 

urvxJTVttJjK 
that  I'm  interested  in  following' up  on  when  elected,   so  I 

used  the  same  philosophy,  except  that  as  an  incumbent  there's 
a  different  approach*  with  respect  to  what  you've  done  and 
what  you  want  to  do*     It  was  a  very  plain  campaign  in  that 
respect.     T*  ~*-rt  ffltrni4'i  »t  averages  about  twenty-five 
hundred  or  three  thousand  dollars  to  run  a  campaign  her*  in 
B*llflower*     We  had  twenty-four  thousand  registered  voters* 
This  time  I  think  there  are  a  few  less  than  the  first  time 
I  ran* 
Derderiani     Did  you  uco  any  personal  funds  in  the  campaign? 
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Lewis:  Very  little  In  this  one,    I  did  In  the  first  one  —  nothing 

sizeable,   around  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,   I  think. 
Nothing  larger. 

Derderiant     Probably  the  filing  fee. 

Lewi  si  Yes,   it  wasn't  anything  major.     In  this  one  I  came  out  even. 

But  I  know  when  I  ran,   I  knewiwhat  you  had  to  do  to  win  an 
election,   and  I  knew  how  many  tfotes  you  had  to  have.     Prom 

j&rtJiwr 

being  city  clerk  you  know  about  the  'mabor  of  people  who 
come  out,   and  you  know  Just  about1'  •***  So,  what  I  attempted  to 
do  was  do  it  mathematically,  and  try  and  count  my  votes  be 
fore  election. 

Derderiani      Did  you  ha  ve  any  help  with  this,   or  dfcd  you  Just  do  it  on 
your  own? 

Lewis i  I  had  people  helping  me,   but  no  professional  help,   but  I 

didn't  need  it  because  I  know.     I've  seen  tto  many  elections 
here  in  Bellf lower.     You  know  Just  about  how  many  votes 
you're  going  to  have  to  get  to  win,  and  Just  about  what 
percent  of  the  people  are  going  to  turn  out  and  vote,   and 
where  the  people  are  that  will  vote.     So  I  had  a  great 
advantage  going  Into  the  election. 

Derderiani     Now,  you  say  that  quite  a  few  «omen  came  to  your  rescue  and 
they  helped  you  In  the  campaigning^ (How  did  men  react  to 
you?  /I  imagine  because  you  were  a  pioneer  and  the  first 
woman  In  Bellflower  to  runT^ 

Lewis  i  I  think  I  can  say  I  have  the  respect  of  almost  all   the  men 

In  town,   and  I  know  almost  all  of  them,   because  I've  worked 
with  them  at  one  time  or  another,  but  the  first  campaign 
I  had  two  laides  fnw-were  my  co-chairman,   and  I  set  up 
campaign  headquarters.     And,    I  had  all  my  lady's  groups 


1 
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Lewi  si  coning  down  there  and  working.     So»   It  primarily  —  and  the 

men,   they  all  wished  me  well,  and  they  didn't  want  me  to  be 
hurt,   they  Just  felt  that  I  would  not  "be  able  to  win.     But  I 
didn't  have  much  help  from  the  men.      It  was  practically  a 
wholefc female  campaign,   that  first  one  I  had. 

Derderlani     At  the  beginning  prf  your  first  term,   how  were  you  received  by 
your  fellow  board  members? 

Lewis t  Well,   I  was  received   (and  I  knew  everyone  of  them  very  well) 

with  a  little  bit  —  I  could  feel  their  apprehension  som^e 
what.     In  other  words,   they  knew  that  I  knew  everything  that 
had  gone  on  at  that  city  hall  for  many  Jjears,   and  they 

weren't  sure  that  I  wouldn't  come  on  with  a  chip  on  my 

iA 

ert  and  perhaps  oondem  them  for  some  things  that  had 

gone  on  In  the  past.     But,   It  wasn't  but  a  month  or  two 
until  they  felt  reassured  and  we  worked  together  very  well. 
Working  with  men  you  havo  to  sort  of  —  they  vote  you  down 
and  you  vote  them  down.     But,   I  was  received  on  the  first 
council  with  apprehension.     I  knew  where  all  the  bodies  were 
barled,   so  to  speak,   and  I  could  dig  them  up  If  I  wanted  to, 
but  I  didn't.     And,   I  didn't  In  the  campaign  either. 

Derderlani     Do  ydtt  have  a  staff  working  for  you? 

Lewis i  No,   In  the  city  hall,   of  course  we're  part  time.     But  we  have 

our  city  clerk,   and  she  handles  our  mall  and  takes  care  of 
our  communications,  and  we  have  quite  a  few  employees  so  that 
if  we  need  extra  help  for  any  projects  —  once  In  a  while 
you  might  have  a  big  project  about  sending  some  letters  out 
to  citizens  or  something  —  I  can  call  on  the  secretaries 
to  help  me.     In  fact,   the  females  here  at  city  hall  are  so 
glad  I'm  here  [laughter]  because  I  can  see  their  side  of  the 
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Lewis  «  issue.     I  asked  when  I  was  elected  on  the  first  term,   to  be 

on  a  city  personnel  committee.     The  city  employees  do  not 
have  a  union  and  they  do  not  come  under  civil  service.     So 
•*e  set  up  an  employee's  committee,  and  I've  been  on  that,   so 
that  way  I  have  a  closer  contact  with  the  employees,   and  they 
can  work  with  me  and  they  trust  me,  where  they  don't  know  some 
of  the  other  people  so  well. 

Derderiani      Is  there  a  difference  between  the  amount  of  work  done  by 
men  and  women  with  regards  to  homework? 
Well,   yes,    I  .think  there  is.     I  always  take  my  agenda  folder 

t^m* 

home  and-'rewiew  it.     I  have  more  time,   however.     The  other 
men  are  in  various  business  professions,   and  I'm  sort  of 
L""  retired  in  a  way,   so  I  have  more  time  to  devote  to  my  home 
work.     And  I  take  care  of  all  my  mall,   that  sort  of  thing. 
But  on  the  whole  I  wouldn't  say  they  all  —  I  think  some 
of  hhem  do  look  it  over  before  the  meeting,   but  they  don't 
have  the  time,  and  It  isn't  fair  to  say  —  maybe  they 
would  if  they  were  In  the  position  I  was  in. 

Lde  what  to  SO  'and 


Lewis  t 


Derderlan  t 


"not  to  do  if  you 
* —  How  would  you  apportion  your  time  if  there 


Lewi si 


seems  to  be  an  excess  of  material  you  had  to  cover  before 
a  council  meeting? 

Well,  when  I  vreis  mayor  the  two  years,    I  had  lots  of  programs 
going  on  all  the  time,   and  I  had  piles  of  mail.     I  took  care 
of  all  of  this,   whereas  many  times  they  to  OwAM$JL>    (s& 
&.  out  now.     But  I  think  you  should  take  the  most  Important 
things  first.     Like  you  have  a  very  controversial  zoning 
issue  before  you,   then  you  should  take  the  time  to  study 


. 


. 


, 


Lewis «  that.      It's  Just  like  anything  In  life.      You  should  take 

the  most  important  things ,   and  then  follow  through  with  the 

lesser. 

working  on  the  council 
Derderiani     Do  you  feel  like  a  man  has  more  private  time/than!   for 

example  a  woman  would? 

Lewis:  More  private  time? 

Derderiani      Yes,   by  that  I  mean  —  nfOBMMlHattf*»   or  all  of  the  men 
on  the  council  today  have  buslnessses  or  other  activities, 
and  they  should  devote  a  certain  amount  of  time  to  their 
family*     Do  you  think  that  — -  weMi|MM40GGfiX&fcF--  I  don't 
want  to  say  they  should  Jut  their  family  before  the  council, 
but  — 

Lewist  Well i    I  think  I  know  what  you  mean.     It's  this  way.     Now,   we 

have  two  stated  meetings  a  month,   but  we  have  different 
area  meetings.     We  could  be  gone  every  night  of  the  week,   and 
we  try  to  delegate  different  ones  to  go  to  these  so  that  we 
don't  all  have  to  go.     Then,   another  thing  Is,   people  don't 
realize,   during  budget  session  time  we  spend  hours,   and  we 
are  having  a  special  meeting  tonight  on  personnel,    so  we'll 

\j/rto  I 

probably  be  here  "UU-  'uine  or  ten  o'clock  tonight.     During  our 
last  budget  session  we  figured  we  spent  three  hundred  hours  on 
that  budget  before  we  could  put  it  together  in  good  shape  and 
had  a  good  workable  budget.     So,  you  can't  Just  say  you  spend 
so  many  hours.     Now,   the  men  --  or  anything*!  the  olty 
council,  man  or  woman  —  has  certain  duties,   and  these  are 
very  Important,   and  nlssiJis  a  meeting  or  something  of  that 
wort  is  very  rare vJW^thlnk  our  people  are  very  conscienotious 
and  they  do  come,   and  we  do  spend  time  on  the  budgets,   and  if 
we  have  a  personnel  problem  and  this  sort  of  thlmg.     I  think 
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Lewi  si      that  we  try  to  divide  up  our  tine.  We  have  to.  Our  first 
duty  Is  to  our  elected  position  as  a  councilman.  And,  of 
course,  your  family,  too.  You  must  remember  them,  too,  but 
we  all  have  to  work  it  In  the  best  we  can. 

Derderiani   Is  there  any  accepted  way  to  act  during  a  public  session. 
Is  it  different  for  a  man  and  woman,  the  way  they  donduct 
themselves? 
Lewis i      Well,  I  quarrel  with  my  colleagues  quite  often,  and  when  I 

was  mayor  —I. think  a  city  council  meeting  or  a  school  board 
metet ing (\jshould  be  hanaled  in  a  very  dignified  way.  They 
should* slouch  in  their  chalrms,  and  I  had  microphones  but 
In  so  people  can  hear  them  when  they  speak.  Some  of  them  Just 
mumble.  And  I  think  their  appearance  at  the  table  is  very 
important,  and •wlmu.i  I  HUB  —  and  I  always  try  to  conduct 
myself  in  a  very  dlgAlfied  manner,  and  in  a  very  stern 
manner.  There  isn't  anything  funny  or  Jovial  —  or, 

that  sort  of  thing  I  think  look  very  bad  to  the  public,  an 
it  lowers  your  position. 

When  I  was  ma£or  I  was  criticized  somewhat  on  some  of  the 
public  hearings  relative  to  to  repetitious  statements  in 
public  hearing.  It  can  go  on  and  on  and  there  can  be  ten 
people  get  up  and  repeat  everything  that  everyone  else  has 
said,  and  the  neighbors  all  get  upset.  And  I  was  very  firm. 
I  said,  "We  want  to  hear  anyone  who  wants  to  speak,  however, 
we  do  not  want  any  repetitious  statements.  If  you  have  new 
testimony  or  new  evidence  to  enter,  that's  fine?  but  If 
they  would  get  up  and  start  repeating  I'd  say, "now  we've 
heard  that.  Do  you  have  anything  new  to  offer?"  I  think  I 
was  criticized  a  little  because  I  did  try  to  conduct  a  little 
more  of  a  business  like  manner,  and  -people  do  like  to  get  up 


-  - 
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and  be  heard.       f\^AMJ( 

Is  there  a  very  gocnT  turnout  at  council  meetings? 
We  have  very  good  attendance  at  our  council  meetings,   very 
good  attendance  Mt^M  I0fc  *]    tyW)    WJft&W#  , 
Dellf  lower,   ami  uf  cuurge,   phey're  always  the  most  controversy 
lal.     We  have  no  property  tax,   so,   consequently,  we  don't  have 
to  put  our  budget  before  public  hearing  by  law,   but  we  do 
have  a  public  hearing  on  it  even  though  we're  not  required 
by  law  to  have  it. 

Derderiani      Do  the  men  on  the  city  council  today  have  a  greater  authority 
with  the  constituents  or  Just  people  in  general  because  of  the 

deepness  of  their  voice?          .         | 

UJjrW 

Lewis  t  No,    I  don't  think  so  at  all.  fTr  thfarir  that  anytime  I  want 

to  speak  —  and  I  have  many  times  —  presented  my  viewpoint  in 
Just  as  strong  term,   and  I  try  to  use  a  very  clear  distinct 
voice,   and  when  I  speak  through  the  microphone  I'm  heard* 
I  don't   Just  use  a  feminine  voice  in  the  microphone. 

Derderian  i     Do  you  foil  that  women  are  more  emotional  when  it  comes  to 

zoning  manners,   or,   you  know,  anything  dealing  with  jp0^A*G0' 

Lewis:  I  think  a  great  many  of  them  would  be.     I  think  again  it's 

their  background  and  experience,   and  you  can't  be  emotional. 
You  have  to  be  able  to  be  a  little  thick  skinned  and  stand  up 
on  your  feet,  and  do  what  you  think  is  right.     I've  taken  some 
very  controversial  stands,   even  by  myself,   that  I  do  think 
if  a  woman  Is  emotional  and  does  get  her  feelings  hurt 
easily,    or  where  she  has  a  little  chip  on  her  sholder,   at  the 

least  sign  of  femininity  she  looses  all  respect  of  her 

**W**. 
colleagues.      It's  no  place^to  put  on  a  feri*line  wile.     You 

Just  try  to  retain  your  feminity     in  such  a  way  3~  &n^-  *  have 
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Lewis «      tried  to  do  this  In  such  a  way  —  I  don't  want  to  be  one  of 
the  boys,  either,  but  you  have  their  respect,  and  you  keep 
your  respect,  and  their  respect,  but  do  It  In  a  manner  where 
It's  not  on  a  feminine,  petty  basis.   It's  aA^ftk/-^  ^u^\ 
Jftr  line  you  have  to  walk. 

Derde  riant  Thgt  *  s  Jjgrre .  Mrs.  Lewis,  how  do  you  keep  In  touch  with  your 
constituents? 

Lewi s«      We  have  very  good  communications.  I  set  this  up  when  I  was 
city  clerk.  We  have  little  baskets  with  our  names  on  It 
In  the  city  clerk's  office,  and  all  of  our  mall  and 
messages  —  And,  It's  our  repponslblllty  to  come  in,  and 
most  all  of  us  do.  I'm  sure  the  men  do  as  well  as  I  do, 
each  day,  and  we  —  like  I  picked  up  all  my  mall  and  tele 
phone  calls  today.  If  I  can't  get  In,  I  usually  call  and 
ask  the  city  clerk  If  I  have  any  messages  that  I  should 
tend  to,  or  anything  Important,  and  tell  her  that  I'll  be  in 
tonorrow.  Host  of  It  can  wait  another  day.  But  of  course 
you  have  your  Brown  Act,  so  youf  communications  are  limited 
somewhat.  You're  not  supposed  to  meet  —  you  know,  three 
of  you  —  in  private.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  Brown  Aot? 

Derderiant  No,  not  at  all. 

Lewis i      Well,  that  was  a  good  many  years  ago  by  the  state,  and 

it's  a  violation  to  have  what  they  call  private  meetings,  and 
so  your  meetings  —  three  people  constitute  a  quorum.  If 
you're  out  talking  business  over  you  could  be  cited  for 
that.  So,  you  have  to  be  very  careful  about  that  also, 
because  you  can  communicate  on  the  phone.  But  you  have  to 
be  very  particular  about  your  getting  together  if  It's 
associal  function  or  that  sort  of  thing.  But  you  discuss 
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Lewis  > 

Derderlan  s 
Lewi si 


Louis:  a  problem  like  —  we  had  a  real  controversial  zoning  issue, 

Three  of  us  want  out  to  lunch  and  we  were  sitting  at  the 
back  talking  ~ 

Derderiani      IS  IT  THESE  COUnoll  members,   or  you  and  two  people  from  the 
community? 

Oh,  no.     It's  the  elected  people,   it's  your  elected  repre 
sentatives. 

That's  what  I  thought.     I  Just  wasn't  clear. 
That's  what  they  used  to  call  closed  door  sessions.     Now 
everything  is  open  door,   you  see.     And  if  they  would  see 
three  of  us  sitting  and  discussing  something  at  a  resturant 
for  lunch  some  of  the  citizens  could  cite  us,   or  at  least 
attempt  to  call  Attention  to  the  fact  that  we're  violating 
the  Brown  act,   because  you  have  to  be  very  careful  about 
that. 

,'ould  this  affect  your  social  life  at  all?  If  all  five 
members  of  the  council  were  invited  to,  say,  a  cocktail 
party? 

No,   it  doesn't  affect  our  social  life.     And,   of  course,   we 
do  attend  many  social  functions  together,   but  not  in  any 
business  way,  and  there's  quite  a  distinction  there  when 
you're  all  going  to  dinner  or  something.     There's  nothing 
thought  about  it.     It's  closed  door  meetings  where  three 
of  us  caare  back  here  In  this  office  even  during  the  day 
and  someone  walked  in  and  saw  all  of  us  back  here  talking, 
that's  from  Sacramento,  they  do  it  there  too,  and  that's 
why  that  law  was  passed.  And  it's  a  very  important 
requirement.     And  the  press  has  to  be  at  our  meetings,  and 
we  have  open  meetings.     The  only  restriction  in  the  Brown 

*° 
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is  called  an  executive  session.     Personnel,   there  are  a  few  ~ 
personnel,   al»o  relative  to  refined  real  estate.     There  are 
a  few  exceptions  to  that  rule  where  we  can  go  in  and  close 
the  door  and  have  no  one  else  there. 
How  do  you  react  to  criticism? 

Well,   I  have  my  share.     It  doesn't  really  bother  me  very 
muhh  at  all.     IC'it's  constructive  critiosm  —  I  rather 
get  concerned  at  some  of  the  pettiness  —  if  it's  constructive 
criticism  —  when  you're  on  a  council  you  can't  please 
everybody.     Uhen  I  was  mayor  I  used  to  get  letters 
complaining  about  me.     Host  of  it's  petty.     If  It's  something 
constructive  that  you  can  sit  down  and  balk  over  ~  I  don't 
consider  that  criticism. 
Do  you  get  very  good  press  coverage? 

Yes.     I  would  like  to  say  I  have  had  more  recognition  than 
anybody  else  In  town. 
By  the  press  you  mean? 

.."ell,   through  the  press  and  through  the  community.     I've  been 
the  woman  of  the  year  for  everything,  and  I  Just  got  this 
from  Sacramento  the  other  day,   I  haven't  even  hung  it  up. 
But  I  constantly  am  in  the  limelight,   it  seems  like.     I  think 
partly  because  I  am  a  woman  in  the  position  I  hold,  and   OTv 
partly  because  I  work  on  so  many  things.     This  was  from  our 
assemblyman  and  senator  who  sent  this  down  to  me.     frrrfl-4rh1  n  -»- 
nflw,   1  didn't  send  UUl  ill.     ITHH  UlilUii  sent  U  la  wllSll  Ihuy 
wrote.     So  it  seems  113"7  I'YP  *in  i  f'l*  lr""V7n1t1<tn '  t~ 

iii^i  ei  li'jpctrllUB  frv 

Derderian:       as  working  fcn  the  city  council,   or  in  politics  affected  your 
family  life  at  all? 
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Lewi  si  Well,    I'm  a  widow  and  my  ohlldren  are  grown,   so,   you  seef 

I  don't  have  that  responsibility.     Both  of  my  children 

live  avray  from  hornet  now* 

Derderiatit     Are  they  residents  of  Bellf lower? 
Lewis:  ;:o.     One  of  the  is  a  teacher  at  Stt  1'iary's  over  in 

lives  down  at  Belmont  Shores.     I  keep  in  close  touch  with 
then.     They  are  pretty  much  grown  now,    so  I     have  more 
free  time. 

Derderiani      How  do  they  feel  about  having  thiir  mother  as  an  active 
politician. 

Lewis:  Oh,   you  know,   they  think  it's  just  great  I     They  came  down 

and  ran  campaigns,   they're  awfully  busy,   both  of  them,  but 
they  came  down  r^jMtfjtffo  ^^  ^W  tt>  Jfl**4>     people 
at  the  polls.     And  when  I  said  I  didn't  think  I  would  run 
they  said,    "Oh,   you  ought  to  run  again."     They  think  it's  Just 
great. 

Derderiani     Are  you  Interested  in  seeking  another  term?     Irealize  you 
Just  became  reelected  to  this  term  here. 

Lewis t  no,   I  really  feel  now  I'd  like  to  finish  up  my  four  years. 

I  was  so  successful  in  this  election,   too.     The  men  didn't 
think  I'd  win  frhls  one,    either.     The  second  one  I  went 
through  the  same  thing.     They  thought,   two  seats,   surely 
I  wouldn't  win  again.     But  again  I  carried  by  the  largest 
majority  anyone  ever  carried.     The  men   Just  don't  think  a 
woman  can  win  an  election  —  even  me.     [Laughter 3 

Derderian:      I  wonder  why? 

Lewis:  I  don't  know.     They  Just  seem  to  think  —  they  all  get  to 

gether  and  they  seem  to  think  --  I  think  it's  women,  and  of 
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Eewis:  courfee  it's  the  Womens  Lib,   and  all  this  I  think  you  have 

to  eanwhat  you     get,    I  don't  think  It  should  be  handed  to 
you,   but  I  think  they  always  Just  sell  a  woman  a  little  bit 
short  In  politics,   and  I  gan  prove  this,  because  look  In  the 
federal  government,   h°w  few  women  —  i:ar?:aret  Chase  Smith, 

Derderlan :     Oie  sanator  and  twelve  congressmen  • 

Lewis:  —  and  Sacramento,    so  few  women.     And  there  aren't  too 

i?MW\M" 
many  up  there. I  »7iow  do  you  feel  about  Yvonne  Brathwaite 

contesting  the  thirty-seventh  congressional  seat? 
Lewis:  I  think  that  she's  a  very  smart  woman.     I've  met  her  a 

number  of  times.     I  think  she's  a  very  good  representative 
in  Sacramento.     I  have  a  great  deal  of  respect  for  her.     I'm 

not  too  familiar  with  that  area,   so  I'm  not  as  familiar  with 

2&UT/ns 
the  seat  that  she's'  lliili&liis.     But,    she  surely  is  an 

intelligent  woman. 

Derderiant     Its  In  the  newly  reapportioned  area. 

Lewis:  Oh  yes,    I've  read  about  It,   but  I'm  not  too  familiar  with  the 

area  or  the  politics  or  the  problem  there.     But  I  think 
she's  a  smart  woman  ~  and  she  conducts  herself  in  a  very  — 
when  I've  been  to  Sacramento  I've  enjoyed  watching  the' 
different  women  conduct  themselves  In  Sacramento. 

Derderian:      ::ow  do  you  feel  about  Shfcrley  Chisolm  contesting  for  the 
presidency? 

Lewi  si  !  fell  i   I  really  have  mixed  emotions  about  that.     I  feel  it's 

—  it  isn't  timely,   and  I  feel  that  it's  a  little  bit  making 
a  show  of  yourself  —  myself.     It's  all  right,  and  maybe  some 
day  a  woman  would  be  capable  of  doing  this  and  getting  it,   but 
I  feel  it's  nothing  but  a  show.     Atod,   I  think  she's  making 
an  exhibition  of  herself.      I  certainly  wouldn't  enter. 
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Lewis t  There's  a  tine  and  place  for  everything,   and  I  don't  feel  this 

Is  the  time  or  place.     It  has  nothing  to  do  with  her  pace 
or  her  background  or  with  her  personally  —  I  don't  know 
her  at  all  —  but  I  just  feel  that  on  the  whole  It's  making 
fun  of  all  the  women  who  are  —  It  Just  makes  us  all  look  a 

little  improper. 

<tflW 

Derderlani     Are  you  interested  In  going  any  further  In  the  political  ajcaa? 

Lewi  si  No,   I  don't  think  so.     [laughter]     Oh,   I  don't  know.     I  used 

to  think  I'd  like  to  go  to  Sacramento  because  there  are  so 
many  things  I  think  a  woman  should  be  up  in  Sacramento  for. 
But,   I  don't  think  lat  this  time  I'd  be  interested.     I  don't 
think  the  timing  is  there  in  our  representation  up  there 
is  not  going  to  change,  and  to  give  out  a  challenge  —  1-^ 
think  it  would  be  a  foolish  thing.     So,   I  don't  think  the 
opportunity  would  arise  for  me. 

Derderiani      I  know  you  have  to  leave,   but  I  have  one  last  question: 

£U> 

What  do  you  project  >s  the  future  role  for  women  in 

politics? 
Lewis:  Well,   I  hope  —  I  wish  ~  that  women  would  become  more 

Involved.     I  get  discouraged  because  it  seems  like  instead  of 
going  out  and  making  a  place  for  themselves  and  earning  it, 
I  don't  think  they  should  be  handed  it,    I  don't  think  anyone 

sh  ould  be  handed  anything,    I  feel  that  we're  slipping  Instead 
of  going  ahead,   because  there  are  fewer  and  fewer  women 

getting  involvd,   and  the  ones  that  are,   and  the  ones 

M&typ 
aren'lJ^too  good  for  the  rest  of  us.     You  can  run  Into  some 

of  these  women  that  make  you  kind  of  sorry  you're  there,   you 
know.     So  I  feel  like  —  and,   of  course,   the  woman  with  her 
home  and  family  —  it's  difficult  for  them  to  do.     And  they 
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Lewis  i  do  have  — 

ETTD  OP  TAPE 
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Claremont,  California 


. 

By  Angil  Morris 
March  3,  1972 
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INTERVIEW  WITH  MRS.  CLAIRE  K.  MCDONALD 

' 
Morris i   Today  la  March  3,  1972,  and  I  am  at  the  hone  of  Claire 

McDonald,  councilwoman  for  Claremont  —  the  city  of  Glare- 
in  on  t. 

How  are  you? 

McDonald i  Just  fine.  / 

^XM*"'" 
Morris t   Can  you  give  me  some  background,,  on  what  you  did  before  you 

became  a  councilwoman? 
McDonald  i  In  19^7  I  was  appointed  the  the  Claremont  Planning  Commission, 

and  I  served  on  that  for  three  years,  and  the  Council  election 

S<*/0  u/oM£/i  wfi 
.  r   paeJioako  -KKg  had  been  on  the  «lty 

(Jounoll  decided  not  to  run  again  after  eight  years  a  piece, 

FO£  /f  UH>M#/J 
and  it  seemed  like  a  good  time  torrmnwoman  to  run  for  the 

Council  since  they  were  going  off,  and  although  I  didn't  feel 
ready  for  the  Council  I  did  run  and  did  win  the  election. 

Prior  to  the  Planning  Commission  I  had  Just  done 
various  volunteer  work  In  the  city  --  the  Family  Service 

Organization,  I  was  on  that.  I  had  been  a  deacon  at  the 

t 

Claremont  Presbyterian  Church,  and  I  had  done  work  in  the 
Claremont  Democratic  Club,  and  on  various  school  board  and 
City  Council  elections.  That's  about  it,  I  guess. 

Morris i   How  long  have  you  served  as  councilwoman? 

Mo  Donald i  Just  two  years. 

Morris i   Do  you  designate  yourself  as  councilwoman  or  councilman? 

McDonald i  In  Claremont  it's  councilman.  [Laughter]  It's  all 
right,  it  doesn't  bother  me. 

Morrisi   What  made  you  decide  to  run.  Was  it  something  that.  — 

MoDonfdi   Well,  I  enjoyed  the  Planning  Commission  very  much,  and  for 
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McDonald i  the  first  time,  really,  in  my  life,  I  felt  that  I  was  in  a 
plaoe  where  decisions  counted,  and  it  was  really  quite  a 
heady  experience.  You  get  to  like  it  a  lot*  and  yet 
on  the  Planning  Commission  £  was  one  of  seven,  and  I  was 
often  out  voted,  and  you  just  begin  to  want  a  little  more 
power,  and  when  the  opportunity  comes  to  see  that  you  could 
be  one  of  fire  and  make  more  decisions  that  would  hare  more 
weight  and  really  be  final  decisions,  you  see,  it's  kind  of 
hard  not  to  take  that  chance  to  run  and  see  if  you  can  win* 
Morris i   Is  a  woman  considered  qualified  in  Claremont? 

McDonald i  Yes,  I  think  she  is.  Now,  this  new  election  that's  coming 

?£* 


up  this  spring,  we  hare  a  woman  running,  and  there 

;«= 

two  women  on  the  council,  and  stov  she  won  that  would  put 
three  women  on  and  that's  a  majority  of  itlbmen.  I  think 
that  just  because  of  that  she's  going  to  hare  a  hard  time, 
and  I  have  serious  doubts  as  to  whether  she'll  win.  So, 
a  woman  is  a  good  candidate  as  long  as  she's  not  in  the 
majority,  in  other  words,  we're  still  sort  of  token.  She's 
the  best  candidate  running  and  she  should  win,  but  I  think 
just  because  she's  a  woman  she ell  hare  an  awful  hard  time, 
so  you  hare  to  qualify  the  statement  that  women  hare  a  good 
chance  here. 

Morris  i   Do-  you  feel  that  you  had  any  things  that  happened  te  you 
^oQgno^  ynn  !••<••  •  I»IM»»H-  —  flo  you  feel  that  when  the 
reporters  came  to  you  they  geared  their  questions  to  you 
as  though  you  were  weak  because  you  are  a  woman,  or  did  they 
just  ask  you  the  same  questions  they  ask  any  other  candidate? 

McDonalds  Their  questions  were  all  the  same,  and  we  had  nine  public 

meetings  and  they  really  asked  you  questions  that  went  back 
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McDonaldi  to  your  views  on  Planning  Commission  decisions,  and  they 
treated  you  every  much  as  an  equal.  I  didn't  feel  any 
problem  in  running,  at  all,  as  a  woman  —  particularly 
as  there  wasn't  any  other  women  on  it  seemed  like  it  was 
a  good  chance,  I  $&j£  that  you  would  be  the  wl>man^  you 
know.  [Laughter]  As  it  turned  out,  two  of  us  made  it 
again.  As  I  say,  that's  allowable  here. 

Morris i   Do  you  feel  that flihat  issues  did  you  run  on?  Were  there 

any  specific  things  that  you  said  you  would  do? 

McDonald i  I  was  very  concerned  about  keeping  Claremont  ahead 

environmentally.  We  are  one  of  the  few  cities  in  the  state 
that  has  an  Architectural  Commission,  we  have  a  very  strict 
sign  ordinance  in  Claremont,  ^  have  a  beauti float ion 
policy  that  other  cities  don't  have  yet,  and  all  these  things 
fro  me  counted  very  much.  These  things  are  always  under 
serious  attack  from  the  side  of  government  that  really  doesn't 
care  how  things  look  as  long  as  they  are  going  ahead 
financially  --  the  economic  motive. 

There  was  one  fellow  Planning  Commissioner  who  was 
running,  and  he  was  running  fcn  a  platform  that  Claremont  had 
too  stringent  controls,  so  I  ran  on  the  platform  that  I 
wanted  not  only  these  controls,  but  more  of  them  if  neoessar^fss 
I  was  very  firm  about  It,  I  didn't  make  any  compromise  on 
that  part,  and  I  decided  that  the  town  would  either  take  me 

or  not.  That  this  was  the  way  the  town  would  go.  And,  there 

TOM  TH/fT 
were  enough  people  in  the  bwii  jfou  really  wanted  that  still, 

that  it  went  through.  And  now,  other  towns  are  beginning  to 
think  about  that. 
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McDonald  iyj  I  served  on  the  Environmental  Committee  of  the  League  of 

California  Cities,  the  Los  Angeles  Division,  and  Claremont 
came  up  so  often  as  a  good  example  of  what  a  town  oould 
do,  and  several  of  our  ordinances  were  brought  forth,  and 
I  Just  think  that  other  cities  will  follow  our  lead  rather 

feft  T##7ti*e*£ 
than  (^backwards,  we're  ahead  of  the  game. 

Morris  i   Did  you  have  any  trouble  raising  money  for  your  campaign? 

McDonald  t  tto,  I  didn't.  I've  lived  In  Claremont  for  twenty  years  and 

have  a  fairly  firm  base  of  friends  and  people  who  knew  me,  and 
I  ended  up  with  fifty  more  dollars  than  I  needed.  So  we 
gave  It  to  Casa  Callna,  the  crippled  children^  hospital. 

Morris  t   Do  you  feel  that  money  Is  one  reason  why  a  lot  of  tromen 
don't  go  Into  politics? 

McDonald  t  I  think  that  anything  higher  than  city  councils  money  would 
be  hard  to  get,  and  there  again,  you  can't  really  run  unless 
you  feel  that  you  have  people  supporting  you,  and  If  you 
were  going  to  run  for  even  the  assembly,  you  would  have  to 
have  enough  people  who  wanted  you  to  run  to  make  the  effort 
to  raise  the  money  for  you.  Because  you,  personally,  can 

not  raise  all  the  money  --  you  need  help. 

b& 
Morris  i   Someone  said  about  a  month  ago  that  It  would  «•>?  good  for 

women  If  they  dropped  off  the  first  name  and  just  had  the 
first  Initial.  That  w«y»  If  thej  nei-e  running  at  large, 
no  one  wnnlrl  Vnow  V*  jou  were  a  mau  01  a  female.  —  ste-you 


f  e«l  that  would  help?  0»  yu  *€*.  7>wr  •  »MT 

McDonald  i  Well,  I  think  particularly  In  a  city  election,  people  are 
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MoDoaaldi  going  to  see  you  and  know  you,  bat  my  name  Is  such  that  it 

can  be  either  a  man  or  a  woman,  [laughter]  so  I  don't  think 
too  much  about  that.  I  don't  think  really  that  you  can 
hide  yourself.  Maybe  if  you  feel  that  people  are  never 
going  to  iee  you  or  never  look  at  the  ballot  until  the  last 

minute  they  won't  know  that  you  are  a  woman,  but  it's  a 

<,*re*f 
very  small  minority  of  the  vote*1,  I  think. 

A)£.  f^^-^y^c  ft 
Morris  i   Why  do  you  think  that  women  are  eaoepteaas  a  candidate  here? 

~7M£ 

Do  you  feel  that  it's  because  of  the  education  that^  people 


McDonald  t  Yes,  I  think  that  the  educational  background  in  this  city 
is  very  high,  and  we  never  dropped  out  —  You  know,  women 
were  doing  pretty  well  until  in  the  '40s,  in  making  a  goal 
of  professsional  life,  and  then  after  the  Second  World  War, 
everyone  went  back  into  the  home  and  had  a  million  kids. 
I  did  too,  but  a  lot  of  people  didn't  even  think  of 
professions  at  that  time.  But  even  so,  in  Claremont,  there 
were  women  who  continued  to  serve  in  public  office,  and 
I  think  we've  had  a  long  history  of  women  in  public  office  in 
this  town,  so  there's  never  been  a  period  without  them. 

y/tf 

Morris  i   When  you  won,  how  were  you  accepted  by  the  rest  of  the  staff? 
McDonald  i  Oh  fine.  The  staff  has  been  very  good,  very  supportive  to 

me,  and  they  have  never  made  me  feel  that  I  didn't  know  enough. 

ifj 
They  are  very  willing  to  answer  your  questions.  I  think  that 

they  recognize  that  men  or  women  candidates,  either  one, 
when  they're  new  to  a  Council  they  have  a  lot  to  learn,  and 
they're  eager  to  have  you  learn  so  they're  very  open  to 
helping  you.  No,  I  have  never  felt  that  Claremont  itself 
was  prejudiced. 
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6 
Morris i   How  many  times  a  week  to  you  meet? 

MoDonaldt  We  meet  every  other  Monday  night,  and  then  this  week  we've 
had  a  lot  of  extra  meetings.  We've  been  working  on  a 
new  police  chief  in  town  and  it's  taking  a  lot  of  extra 
executive  sessions  where  we've  had  long  discussions.  We 
have  special  meetings  with  the  different  commissions 
sometimes,  and  coming  soon  in  May  and  June  we're  going  to 
be  working  on  the  budget  and  we'll  have  quite  a  few  extra 
study  sessions,  they're  called.  They're  Just  meetings 
where  we  work  just  as  hard  as  itty  other  meeting. 

So,  you  say  you  start  out  with  a  base  of  twice  a 
month,  but  it  builds  up  from  there  —  quite  a  bit  more. 

Morris i   Be  you  find  it  an  eight  hour  Jon,  or  Just  four  hours,  or 

is  it  a  twont.y  fmir  hrrnr  JTrYr  that  y*nifrt  ffil^tnyT  OP  «-i\  f«y 
something?   oo  •/»*  ^<Vva  «r  A  ?*"-  T<Jne  J*A  ? 

McDonald  i  I  find  If  very  much  In*  *  part  time  Job.  You  can  do  other 

things,  too,  and  be  on  the  City  Council.  After  all,  thepen 
on  the  Council  work  full  time  during  the  day,  and  so,  in  a 
way,  a  woman  can  make  it  as  much  as  she  wants  to.  There  is 
a  limit  as  to  how  small  you  can  make  it,  you  do  want  to  spend 
a  certain  amount  of  time  with  it,  but  there  are  a  lot  of 
extra  meetings  outside  of  the  city,  and  some  of  the  men 
don't  go  to  any  of  them  and  the  two  women  go  to  most  of  them, 
and  that's  just  because  we  have  the  time.  It  is  with  you 
in  that  you're  always  aware  of  the  fact  that  you're  a 
councilman,  and  the  things  you  do  are  often  based  on  being 
a  councilman. 

Right  now  I'm  trying  very  hard  to  push  the  stopping  of 
the  freeway  through  Claremont.  It's  come  as  far  as  the 
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McDonald i  interchange  and  It's  a  logical  stopping  place.   The  Council 
finally  made  a  ballot  issue  to  hare  the  city  rote  whether 
they  wanted  it  to  go  on  through  Claremont  or  not.  It  was 
a  three  to  two  vote.  Two  councilman  want  it  and  three  of 
us  don't.  So,  we1 re  supposedly  to  abide  by  how  the  rote 
comes  out  in  Claremont,  and  I  feel  it's  very  Important  to 
stop  it,  so  I've  been  doing  a  lot  of  extra  "sj)Sttihg  ~— 


now  viftfi.  the  election.  That  takes  a  lot  of  tine. 
Morris t   The  Job  that  you're  holding,  is  this  something  that  you 

receive  money  for? 

McDonalds  Yes,  we  get  paid  a  hundred  dollars  a  month. 
Morris i   Do  you  think  that  men  because  of  their  voice  have  a  better 
chance  as  fftr  *g  their  decisions  being  carried  over  wb*n. 
T-TyT°aT'^TiM  i1  Tlri"  f-liil  Vf»«r-Tt  rf  thnlr-  •ntirnllnlty, 
beoauua  uf-thoir  voiee  they  have  a  better  ohanee  of- 
Tf'Vtew  being  "tnlron^han  ter  the  women  on  the  Oounoll? 


McDonald  i  No,  I  don't,  because  if  you  get  that  far,  to  be  a  Council 
member,  you  have  as  many  opinions  *.s  the  men  have,  and 
nobody's  voftoe  is  going  to  change  that  opinion.  I  think  we 
all  respect  each  other  as  individuals  and  we  all  have  an 
equal  vote  and  that's  the  thing  that  really  counts. 
I  come  in  with  as  much  argument  as  they  do,  often,  and 

I  don't  feel  any  distinction  there,  at  all. 

s#y  T#*r  Tt 
Morris  i   Many  minorities  «**0Sb*  become  •fca^asaX'  anything  of 


TV,  tlH 

importance.  JWreach  any/Job,  that  you  have  to  be  better  than 
' 


the  others  that  are  running**  Do  you  feel  that^ 
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Ko  Donald  i  Yes,  I  do*  Sato.  I  think  you  can't  afford  not  to  be  prepared, 
and  the  few  tines  that  I've  gone  Into  a  Council  meeting 
unprepared,  I've  really  regretted  It.  Sometimes,  I  're 
notloed  some  of  the  men  oome  In  unprepared,  and  they  oan 
sort  of  slide  along  on  that.  You  have  to  really  feel 
that  you  know  what  you*  re  doing  and  that  you're  on  top  of 
the  Job,  and  I  think  you  do  —  I  think  you  do  have  to  have 
a  feeling  about  yourself  that  you're  able  to  Jpe  as  good  If 
not  better  than  other  people,  or  you  wouldn't  take  It  on. 
And  It's  true  that  It's  because  you're  a  minority  —  that's 
true. 

Morris  t   Can  you  tell  us  something  about  your  family  life? 


Mo  Donald  i  We  have  five  children,  and  the  three  oldest  were  girls,  and 
they're  all  grown  up.  We  have  two  sophomores  In  college  and 


one  married  daughter  who  has  a  little  son  —  £=taore  a  grand- 

n 

son  —  and  we  have  two  boys  at  home,  ten  and  thirteen,  and 

itsHUte 

they're  both  of  an  age  where  they're  very  Interested  In 
sports.  They'll  often  oome  home  from  school  and  rush  down 
to  the  basketball  court,  In  fact,  one  was  on  two  teams  this 
year  and  one  was  on  one.  They  often  go  out  In  the  evenings 
to  basketball  games,  and  they  seem  to  be  very  self  -mot  Iviated 
at  the  moment  and  not  need  me  In  the  sense  that  the  girls 
used  to  need  me.  I  was  always  driving  them  or  sewing  for 

them,  and  the  boys  are  much  more  Independent. 

N48 
However,  last  night  —  this  wits  bean  a  very  busy 

week  with  the  police  chief  and  the  freeway  —  la»t  night 
when  I  went  to  a  meeting  my  thirteen  year  old  son  said  to 
me,  "Mommy,  you're  neglecting  Paul*(who  Is  the  ten  year  old), 
"you're  going  out  too  much."  ^astife*  I  have  a  strong  feeling 
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9 
McDonald  ^children  are  ohildren  of  their  father  as  much  as  their 

mother,  and  my  husband  is  often  home  in  the  evenings,  and 
he  spends  a  lot  of  time  with  his  ohildren,  and  as  long  as 
they  have  one  of  us,  I  don't  think  they  really -asimvpW  to 
much.  And,  we  try  to  do  things  together,  too. 
Morris i   If  your  ohildren  we^muoh  younger,  let's  say  if  they  were 

two  or  three,  would  fcou  have  gone  into  public  office? 
McDonald i  I  don't  think  I  would  have  beoause  it's  really  a  full 

time  job,  and  it  was  only  after  I  was  forty  —  let's  see, 
I  got  appointed  when  I  was  forty,  yes  —  that  I  was  really 
looking  around  for  something  more  to  do.  In  faot,  they  had 
asked  me  to  be  a  Planning  Commlsioner  two  years  earlier,  and 
I  turned  it  down,  I  didn't  think  I  really  wanted  to  do  it. 
I  was  quite  a  happy  home  person.  I  enjoy  kids  and  I  enjoyed 
every  bit  of  it,  although  I  did  these  little  bits  of  outside 
volunteer  work,  t,  never  did  a  whole  bunch. 

I  do  think  it  would  be  hard  if  your  ohildren  were 
terribly  small,  but  then,  again,  that  is  completely  up  to 
the  person,  and  If  you're  not  happy  in  the  home,  then  you 
should  have  help  and  do  something  outside  the  help.  I  don't 
think  women  should  be  forced  into  the  home  role  if  they 
don't  like  it,  and  I  don't  think  -fiat"  women  are  going  to  have 


as  many  kids  as  I  did?  so  they're  going  to  grow  up 

f£  ££       T^'ff 

Morris  i        Do  you  thlnkthat  you're  striking  a  blow  for  Women's  Lib? 
McDonald i    Yes,    I  do* 

Morris i        Do  you  go  along  with  their  movement? 

McDonald i   I've  never  joined  any  organization  for  Women's  Lib,   but  I 
am  very  interested  in  what  they  are  doing,   and  through 
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KoDonaldi  another  organization  that  I  am  working -to*,  the  Danforth 
Poudatlonp  which  Mr.  Mellon  Is  with,  I  have  promoted 
women  all  the  way  along  the  line*  It  seemed  to  me 
earlj  In  the  game  that  women  In  the  group  we're  In  which  Is 
called  the  Associate  Program,  were  really  sort  of  second 
class,  and  I  spend  every  effort  I  have  (I'm  now  on  their 

national  advisory  council) ,  to  make  them  more  first  class. 

tyft  A  t^rGctf. 
I 'mas«lagBp«auli  on  Women's  Lib  at  a  graduation  last 

June.  It  becomes  very  Important  to  you  when  you  realize  It's 

not  an  easy  position  to  be  In. 

Morris i   Has  your  husband  been  helpful  to  you  In  your  position? 
McDonald i  Yes,  he's  been  great.  He's  very  supportive.  He  was  a 

government  professor  for  eighteen  years  before  he  became 

dean  of  the  college*  so  he  has  a  lot  of  political  know-how, 

and  sometime  I'll  come  home  with  a  problem  and  he'll  quote 

ft*™         a. 

Plato  or  Maohlftvellifj  or  somebody  to  me  and  I'll  see  that 

It's  a  very  common  thing  that's  happened.  He's  very 

o &£:$/!  'T 
helpful  and  he  deea«-?t  mind  If  I'm  going  out  all  the  time, 

and  he  tries  to  help  me  make  arrangements  for  the  children. 
There  was  some  consideration  at  the  time  I  ran  for  Council 
because  he  was  thinking  of  going  on  Saqktloal  then,  and  I 
told  him  It  was  something  I'd  very  much  like  to  do,  and  would 
like  to  try  It,  and  could  we  work  out  the  Sabatloal,  and 
finally  he  saw  that  It  was  Important  to  me  and/? ''OK,"  and 
realized  I'd  probably  do  it  any  way.  And  It  was  Just 

then  that  he  was  appointed  dean  so  his  Sabatloal  didn't 
come  do.  It  will  be  a  problem  when  I  run  again,  because  I 
think  he  needs  a  Sabatloal  and  deserves  one,  and  if  I  don't 
run  again  that  will  probably  be  the  reason. 
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McDonald  i   I  're  thought  of  not  running  and  running  again  later,  but 

If  you  give  up  your  lnouub*noy  you  give  up  a  lot,  so  there 
again,  he  may  take  a  Sa&tioal  and  work  at  home  and  we'll 
take  Just  summer  trips.  It's  something  that  we'll  have  to 
work  out,  and  It's  something  that  when  women  go  Into  any 
other  profession  In  a  marriage  you're  got  to  begin  compromising. 

Morris  i    Do  you  feeltthat  your  position  has  changed  1n  the  honsft- 

of  tha^o^ftft*  yon  hnlrt?  DO  you  feel  that 


. 

you,|advanoed  yourself  In  theaeaae/fthatyrou  don't  feel 
that6roure     the  "little  woman"  and  he's  the  "masterful  man?" 

'  tfAV£    tu££ 

MoDonaldi   I'm  not  sure  that  I  feme  felt  that  way  with  him.  We  got 

married  when  we  were  nineteen  and  twenty-one*  and  we  seemed 

*fyn> 
to  sort  of  'g»  Into  marriage  together,  and  he's  never  made 

me  feel  seoond  or  lower  than  he  Is.  I  don't  think  that  my 
position  In  the  house  has  advanced.  I  still  do  most  of  the 
housework  and  all  of  the  oooklng  and  dishes.  The  boys 
set  the  table  and  take  out  the  trash,  but  I  still  run  the 
house,  and  I  feel  that  that's  my  job,  so  It  doesn't  bother 
me. 

Morris  i    What  kind  of  education  did  you  have  before  you  ran? 

MoDonaldi   I  have  a  B.A.  from  Pomona  College. 

Morrlst  What  things  are  ^especially  Interested  In  as  far  as  the 
Council  Is  concerned,  and  what  things  do  you  feel  that 
you  are  responsible  for  doing? 
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McDonald t  We  do  not  have  specific  areas  that  each  councilman  is 

assigned  to  other  than  outside  committees,  for  example, 
I'm  our  representative  to  the  League  of  California  Cities, 
and  other  people  go  to  the  Library  Commission,  or  the 
Southern  California  Governments,  and  this  is  a  two  year 

I  n  I  f[Q  (Lo/))J^9 

thlnlcg- that  I've  enjoyed  very  much,  and  it's  gomirtg  up 
again  In  June  and  I'm  hoping  to  get  it  again. 

As  far  as  the  entire  Council  goes,  we  decide  every 
decision  as  a  whole.  There  are  many  things  in 
Claremont  that  are  Important  right  now.  Of  course,  I'm 
interested  in  stopping  the  freeway*  but  a  lot  of  our 
time  is  spent  on  how  we  spend  our  money,  and  Claremont 
is  not  a  rich  olty.  One  of  the  problems  is  where  you  put 
roads,  and  I've  had  some  disagreement  with  the  City 
Manager  on  which  roads  were  important,  because  they  make 
a  big  difference  to  development  in  town,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  they  should  be  used  sociologically  as  well  as  economically, 
There's  a  section  of  our  city  that  feels  out  off  because 
they  don't  have  a  major  road  to  the  rest  of  the  town,  and 
I've  been  trying  to  promote  that^/f  The  City  Manager^-aSSt-— 

have  a  feeling  that  he's  sort  of  dragging  his  feet 
there,  because  I  have  a  feeling  he  may  be  waiting  for  a 
new  Council  which  may  shift  the  emphasis. 

Right  now  we're  working  on  a  housing  ^-•uiaii L  in 
Claremont,  and  it's  very  important  to  do  that  right.  We 
use  a  lot  of  citizen's  committees.  We  have  all  these 

commissions,  the  Planning  Commlsssions,  the  *raal 

n 

m,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Commission,  the 
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MoDoanldi   Youth  Commission,  and  Library  Commission.  We  have  just 
appointed  a  new  Environmental  Board,  which  hasn't  got 
commission  status  yet,  but  should  have  as  much  input  into 
the  city* 

And  we're  ie«$*  to  have  a  Houselng  Committee  which 
will  help  us  plan  our  housing  element.  That's  another  thing 
that  the  Council  disagrees  over,  is  who  to  appoint  to  these 
various  commissions,  because  the  person  you  appoint  really 
Influences  how  the  votes  go,  and  you  know,  you'll  have  a 
conservative  element,  and  a  liberal  element  on  the  Council, 
and  we'll  fight  Mr  persons/ b*««*««-^£E±«te0a«ft.  want! 
£n*-vote  to  come  out,  and  that's  very  important. 

I'm  still  interested  in  seeing  that  Claremont  stays 
beautiful  and  leads  the  way  environmentally,  and  I'm 

YOU  TV 

interested  in  the  -yough  in  this  town.  I've  served  as 
a  representative  on  the  police  oral  boards*  I 'a 
interested  in  what  kind  of  police  efforts  go  on  in  this 
town,  but  there,  I'm  a  little  limited  in  my  knowledge  of 
police  work.   You  realize  the  more  you  go  into  that  the 
many  limitations. 

Morris i    In  evaluating  your  experience, do  you  feel  it's  been  a  good 
one,  being  a  oounollwoman? 

MoDonaldi   Oh,  I've  enjoyed  it  very  much,  yesl  There's  just  so  much 

to  learn,  and  it  opens  up  so  many  new  things,  you  know,  that 
it's  really  exciting  to  be  as  Sold  as  I  am  and  still  have 
all  this  new  stuff  to  learn.  You  know,  it  keeps  you  very 
interested  in  the  world. 

Morris  i    ¥w*-ye-»a*l*4«d--Kl4av  being  effective  and  juu'feel  that  juu 
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McDonald  1/7  I  think  sq^-i-thinic  _so . 

Morris  i    As  the  shift  is  now,  it's  two  women  and  three  men,  £mfe»  you 
feel  you've  been  able  to  pass  things  with  the  way  it  is,  and 
are  you  afraid  if  you  run  again  and  it  changes,  you  will  have 
trouble? 

McDonald i   Well,  it'll  be  even  sooner  than  when  I  run  again.  You  see, 

you  have  a  four  year  term,  and  this  April,  two  of  our  Council- 
men  are  having  to  run  again.   One  of  them,  who  has  been  our 
mayor  is  choosing  not  to  run,  and  he's  been  always  fairly 
mueh  on  my  side.  So,  if  one  of  the  person  who's  running 
takes  his  place  (the  other  inoumbant  is  running  agalnmV,  and 
he's  often  on  my  side)  comes  in,  the  shift  could  easily  go 
to  the  other  two  oounollmen  —  one's  a  woman  and  one's  a  man 
and  they  often  vote  together  against  me.  In  other-words, 


the  shift  right  now  is  three  to  two  in  my  favor.  It  could 
shift  in  April,  three  to  two  in  their  favor,  and  I  could 
find  myself  quite  unhappy.  And  I'm  sort  of  interested  to 
see  if  there  will  be  a  definite  shift  if  this  one  person 
getri  on  in  the  mayor's  place,  that  Is  really  opposed  in 
views  to  me  about  the  economic 'Q»swmh  of  the  city.  He's 


a  businessman  and  he's  very  much 


to  see  that  this 


is  the  most  important  thing.  And  I  $«aiiae  that  this  is 
Important,  too,  but  other  things  are  more  so.   But  it 
will  be  interesting  to  me  to  see  if  our  votes  are  always 
against  each  other. 

Often  you  find  votes  falling  unusually.  In  ofchex 
words,  someone  is  against  you  most  of  the  time  and  will 
suddenly  vote  with  you,  and  somebody  who's  usually  with 

you  can  suddenly  vote  against  you.  So,  it's  not  anything 
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McDonald  i   that  you  can  count  on* 

Morris  i    Would  you  consider  not  only  running  for  this  office  again 
but  later  going  to  something  higher? 

McDonald  i  I  think  to  go  to  anything  higher  you'd  have  to  hare  a  lot  of 
support  9  flnd  I  decided  Just  the  little  I  know  about 
party  politics  Is  that  It's  very  hard  to  get  Into  anything 
hle-her,  and  I  decided  that  city  government  Is  Interesting 
and  you're  effective  and  It  affects  people  In  many  ways,  and 

I  could  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  In  city  oovernment 

W 
and  probably  be  happy  and  feel  effective. 

It  would  be  fun,  sometime,  to  try  for  higher  office  If 
people  really  wanted  you  to  I'd  certainly  want  to  try, 

But  higher  office,  It  seems  to  me  takes  an  awful  lot  of 

t  n  £  0  34 
e*H*gfi!t$y  and  I'm  not  quite  sure  I  have  It.  I  really  have  a 

question  as  to  whether  at  this  point  In  life  ~  In  other 
words,  I  think  If  a  woman's  going  to  oncxgnx  go  on  to  Congress 
or  the  assembly,  or  any  of  those  things,  she  should  start 
out  sooner  than  I  did  —  before  forty.  She  should  start 
out  In  her  thirties. 
Morris  i    I  was  looking  at  some  statistics  and  found  out  that  there 


are  very,  very  few  women  In  pull  I  leal  office.  Why  do  you 
muu^lue***  TUin*  TH*T  *'*  f 
MoDonaldt  Well,  I  really  do  think  people  have  a  prejudice  against 

women  In  office,  and  women  have  not  had  the  confidence  to 
try,  the  support,  and  It's  Just  now  that  we're  starting  to 
realize  that  women  can  do  every  bit  as  good  a  Job  as  men. 
Not  only  can  they  do  It,  but  they  should  do  It.  Part  of 
my  talks  to  women  Is  that  I  think  that  we  have  a  responsibility 
to  do  It.  The  world  Isn't  all  that  great  a  place,  and  If 
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MoDonaldi   we  have  an  intelligent  mind,  and  time,  and/we  know  the 

things  that  are  important,  then  we  have  a  responsibility 
to  get  out  and  do  something  about  it,  and  that  we've  had 
a  free  ride  Just  a  little  too  long. 

1  think  the  new  generations,  my  daughters'  ages,  they 
wouldn't  think  of  having  a  free  ride,  and  they're  .Bftsn 
more  ready  and  able  to  take  their  places,  but  it  isn't 
easy,  because  as  you  know  In  American  history,  women 
have  no  examples  of  leadership.  All  the  way  through 
high  school  the  men  take  all  the  leadership,  and  if  a  women 
gets  to  &  secretary  or  vice-president  that's  OK.   But  It's 
hard,  still,  to  be  breaking  grandd  In  that  field,  and  I 
Just  hope  as  more  women  go  Into  it  it  will  be  easel r/ 
Morris i   Can  you  think  of  any  instance  when  you  were  discriminated 
against? 

MoDonaldi   Oh,  I  feel  in  remarks  rather  than  actions.  For  example, 
in  the  League  of  Cities,  where  I  go  once  a  month  to  meet 
with  other  councllmen  of  Los  Angeles  County,  men  are 
often  very  patronising,  and  they  make  remarks  about  how 
they'd  be  willing  to  have  a  woman  on  their  council/! 
^U^lf  more  women  were  running,  they  wouldn't  take  their 
wives  to  the  conferences.  And  they  look  at  you  as  a 

i(\t\  ddinPErrf io/i 

pretty  oBJbct,  but  not  as*ohe  who  is  in  any  competitive 


with 


littl 


igfe 


Now,  when  it  gomes  to  the  voting,  there  again  —  I  ~r 
part  of  it  is  their  not  knowing  you  very  well.  Once  they 
get  acquainted  with  you  they  treat  you  much  more  as  a  person, 
and  I'm  beginning  to  feel  very  at  home  In  that  group  now, 
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McDonald i 
Morris i 


McDonald  i 


Morris i 
Mo  Donald i 


and  I  feel  that  therms  a  lot  less  of  this  patronage. 
Why  do  you  think  that  women  are  always  put  on 
tijfe  parjt  commissions  and  commissions  that  have  to  do  with 
children,   and  fto  forth,   and  men,,, 


Morris  i 


They  just  think  that's  all  fim^eh^have  as  an  Interest,   It's 
part  of  this  role  that  America  promotes  for  women.      Children, 

fine.     Anything  else,    you  obviously  don't  know  anything  or 

tss0/n0i 
have  any  Interest  In  It.     And  I  think  that  woman  In  a  way 

,  CA'/ftffcuS*? 

have  allowed  this  to  happen*     Now,   Shirley  Chlssom  when  she 

got  stuck  on  the  agricultural  committee  said  "Nuts  to  that," 
d  stood  up  for  her  rights.     I  think  If  women  will  refuse  — 

When  I  went  on  the  League  of  Cities  they  put  me  on  a 
park  committee  that  meant  another  visit  to  Los  Angeles  a 
month,   and  they  wanted  to  put  me  on  three  of  their  commlttlffs, 
and  It  turned  out  to  be  the  most  boring  group  I'd  ever  been 
In  In  my  life.     And  I  finally  said  to  the  League  of  Cities 
staff  ,  "I  "refuse  to  go  to  any  more  of  those  meetings.*     And  I 
had  a  sneaking  suspicion  that  they  only  put  me  on  because  they 

thought  they  could  get  away  with  It,   and  I  might  have  been 

P#*£s 
Interested  In  pax£s,   but  I  wasn't  —  particularly  In  Los 

Angeles  parks. 

Do  you  have  a  busing  program  here  In  Claremont? 

No,  we  don't.      We  have  no  busses  for  any  schools   [taught  ar]. 

So  far,   our  minority  groups  In  this  city  have  been  completely 

spread  out  In  town,   so  every  school  has  had  about  the  same 

amount.      It's  a  very  small  percentage  of  minority  children, 

but  there  hasn't  been  any  need  for  It. 

So  there's  no  need  for  an  Integration  program  here? 
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McDonald i   Not  at  the  moment.  Now,  one  section  of  our  city  is  tending 
to  go  toward  more  blacks,  and  if  that  really  happens',  in 
other  words,  if  a  lot  of  the  white  people  feel  they  have  to 
move  out  of  that  section,  we  might  then  have  a  black  section 
and  a  black  school.   But,  so  far  that  hasn't  happened,  and 
the  people  who've  come  to  Claremont  in  the  minority  races 
have  settled  all  the  way  from  the  south  to  the  north.  It's 
been  good,  we'd  like  to  keep  it  up. 

Morris i    You  were  saying  that  you're  interested  in  the  freeway  being 
stopped  —  why? 

McDonald!   I  feel  that  it's  time  for  —  this  is  a  whole  speech  [laughter]— 
time  for  southern  Callfornians  to  think  in  terms  of  other 
transportation  than  the  private  antKnirnnhHa.  As  long  as  you 
keep  building  freeways,  the  government  will  net  have  the 
money  to  put  into  rapid  transit  or  rapid  busses,  or  even 
think  in  those  **rs*.  And  so  it's  terribly  Important  that 
we  stop  building  freeways.  Freeways  have  split  cities,  the 
-<fact  that  we  only  have  freeway  transportation  in  southern 
California  has  forced  people  to  use  /Wto  own  two  or  three 
cars  —  they  can't  get  any  place.  That's  a  hardship  on  an 
awful  lot  of  people. 

Right  now  the  smog  is  our  worse  problem  in  Claremont. 
We  have  I  think  second  to  Riverside,  maybe,  the  worse  smog 
in  the  nation.  Ninety  percent  of  the  smog  is  caused  by 
authomobiles.  And  undil  southern  California  conquers  the 
smog  problem,  we  shouldn't  plan  for  more 


Claremont  already  has  one  freeway.   I  lived  near  it,  a 
block  from  it,  for  eight  years.  And  a  freeway  is  an 
overwhelmingly  omnipresent  thing,  and  I  don't  think 
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McDonald i   In  the  north  end  of  town  who  say  they're  for  the  freeway 
realize  what  It's  going  to  do  to  our  city  ot  have  another 
one.   I  Just  think  that  the  national  government  and  the  state 
government  Is  beginning  to  think  now  In  terms  of  multl- 
modal,  multi-purpose  transportation,  and  that  It's  time  that 
we  tUfln  to  think  about  It  on  a  local  level  and  change 
our  driving  habits. 

In  other  words,  we  could  have  a  bus  that  -&ff*Jti*  tit  a 
beach  every  day.   West  Covlna  did  that.  We  could  take  —  If 
we  could  think  of  the  bus  as  rapid  transit, If  It  could  have 
Its  «*•£  lanes,  and  If  It  could  run  often,  and  If  It  could 
have  city  streets  where  It  could  have  priorities  and  It 
could  Just  go  zipping  around,  you  know.  It  would  be  a 

good  way  to  travel.  It  would  be  as  flexible  as  a  oar,  and 

ZT 


It's  forty  to  one  less  emmlslons  than  the  automobile. 
It's  much  more  efficient  than  a  freeway.   Our  freeways  Just 
aren't  working,  they're  all  jammed  up  with  oars  now,  so  that 
our  mobility  that  we  used  to  have  with  the  private  oar 

Isn't  working  any  more. 

the  state  did  a 
And  also,  t«rt/|  study  that  said  that  by  1985.  both  the 

Hollywood  and  San  Bernadlno  freeways  to  handle  the  oars  would 
have  to  have  twenty  lanes  each  way,  and  that's  what  over 
population  has  done  to  freeway  tronsportlon.  And,  unless 
you  begin  to  stop  freeways,  unless  people  say,  "No,  we 
don't  want  any  more  freeways,  we  want  a  new  kind  of 
transportation,"  the  private  fianulaf tuyft frff  who  we  depend 
upon  to  Invent  *6r  transportation  won't  have  the  money 
to  do  so.  They're  Just  waiting  for  the  money  to  be  available. 
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McDonald  «   And  It's  coming,  you  know,  you  see  It  on  all  levels*  And 
when  it  oomes  it's  going  to  come  fast.  There  was  an 


article  today  in  the  Timas  -ecounoll  has  really  made 


a  step  toward  rapid  transit  towntown,  and  all  you  have  to 
do  is  begin. 

The  trouble  with  environmental  issues  is  that  we  have 
jwa.  the  environment  all  through  western  culture,  for 
centuries,  and  it's  only  now  we're  beginning  to  realize  that 
we're  dependant  upon  it,  and  we  can  no  longer  abuse  It  like 
we  have.  And  it  goes  against  everything  that  western 
culture  has  set  up.  The  idea  of  men  pulling  himself  up,  and 
the  economic  theories  of  our  generation  and  our  privacy,  and 
Just  Things  like  what  kind  of  a  size  family  can  you  have,  and 
how  you  get  from  one  place  to  another.  All  these  things  are 
Just  against  our  way  of  thinking,  and  it's  going  to  be  a 
big  adjustment  for  man  to  see  if  he  can  do  it. 

I  think  he's  going  to  have  to,  because  we  are  dependent 
on  this  earth,  and  we  have  to  recognize  it. 

Morris i  //7lMi£-wj»  six  thousand  students  here  in  Claremont.  Do  you  feel 
that  the  Council  pays  attention  to  that  and  tries  to  suggest 

.   f  '4j*  sSl  ^t   ^* 

**rfnr«  that  will  help  the  students? 
McDonald  i     The  students,   on  a  whole,  are  sort  of  uninterested  in  the 

city  of  Claremont,   and  they're  —  it's  really  been  more  the 
other  way.     The  m^et^Snt^rwould  very  much  like  to  capture  a 
lot  of  the  student  sales,   and  they  try  hard  to  promote 
Interest  in  townlrlth     the  students.     We  really  aren't 
affected  by  each  other  very  strongly.      I'm  married  to  a  person 
who's  connected  to  the  college  so  the  students  are  very  much 
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MoDonaldi  a  p&rt  of  my  life,  too,  but  I  tha*t  think  the  average 

councilman  has  much  to  do  with  the  college,  ^accept  for  the 
fact  that  their  constituency  —  well,  the  college  faculty 
could  vote  for  or  against  then. 

I  feel  that  the  colleges  are  very  much  a  part  of  my 
constituency  and  that  I  represent****  them,  but  —  A  couple 
of  years  ago  when  we  had  bp&boaia,  the  students  wanted  to 
march  down  town*  and  we  were  a  very  sympathetic  Sounoil 
to  the  way  they  felt,  and  we  did  things  the  right  way 
and  we  had  a  nice  peaceful  march  and  we  lowered  the  flag 
for  them,  and  things  like  that.  So  you  do  know  they're 
here  and  when  we  chose  our  police  chief  it's  going  to  be 
based  on  his  feelings  for  students,  too*  />ut  on  the  whole, 
we  have  sort  of  a  peaceful  ignoring  «fi  each  other. 
They're  busy  and  we're  busy. 

Morris  i    Oo  you  feel  that  the  male  and  female  roles  are  dominate 
in  the  white  community  in  the  sense  that  the  child  is 
raised  with  the  philosophy?  Beiuft  blaok  I  KJIOM  that  tfre 
rcrioo  are  not  so  domina 


2l 


Is  said  that  the  womaa  iu  alum 8  LaugUL  fiuai  ohildhood  . 
that  oho  should  be  tfle  little  woman j  she  should  have  an 
vny  oh* "» **  *••» »  +nA  a»  fo-rth.   nn  7911  fnrl  thnt.  that  was 
fojood  en  you  as  a  ehild? 
McDonald i   I  don't  know.  I  think  that  I  had  a  childhood  that  was  a 

little  different  from  some,  because  my  father  was  out  of  a 
Job  in  the  Depression  and  we  went  to  live  with  my  grand 
parents,  and  he  made  me  feel  very  important.  My  grandfather 
was  also  very  political  oriented,  and  I  didn't  fell  that 
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McDonald  i   I  wasn't  as  good  as  my  brother.  In  fact,  I  felt  Just  as  good 
If  not  better,  but  on  the  other  hand,  I  did  always  plan  to 
get  married,  and  I  did  feel  that  this  was  all  I  wanted. 


I  got  married  very  early,  and  I  thlnk  the  m   community 


I  thlnkjj  the 

does  do  that,  and  I  think  I  still  do  that,  in  a  sense, 
although  I've  tried  very  hard,  particularly  recently,  when 
I  realized  how  easily  it  is  to  do  that  to  —  stress  to  my 
daughters  that  they  should  try  to  do  as  much  as  they  can 
mniiljrxT  equally. 


I  still  think  that  women  and  men  need  each  other.  I'm 
not  against  marriage  in  any  sense.  There's  a  statement  made 
that  women  would  —  that  men  Just  plan  to  achieve,  and 
affection  goes  along  with  this,  but  women  put  their  first 
priority  toward  affection,  and  then  acheivement  secondly. 
It's  not  really  rtHt*,  because  women  need  to  achieve  Just  as 
much  as  men,  but  the  men  $*st  take  it  for  granted,  that 
their  first  priority  will  be  achievement. 

It's  kind  of  hard  to  turn  that  around,  and  it's  one  thing 


tn 


the  Women's  Lib  takes  into  consideration^  If-  a 
woman  does  achieve  only,  does  she  loose  out  her  chance  for 
affection,  and  the  fact  that  human  beings  need  that.  If  I 
w«re  a  woman  I  still  think  I'd  put  affection  first.   You 
know,  it's  really  hard!  [Laughter]  It's  a  really  hard 
question. 
Morris  i    DO'  you  f»«l  that  a  lot  of  women  aye  going  »o  thg-Vonren  *  • 


you  feel  that  women  are  getting  away  from,, that  and  are  not 
goggled  about  that  se  much?  7V6  f*<T  7A********* 
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loDonaldi  I  don't  think  women  my  age  are  getting  away  from  It.  I 
think  women  my  age  are  very  stuck  in  the  old  way.   But 
I  think  the  younger  girls  are.  One  think  that  I'm  worried 

about  with  the  younger  students  is  that  they  see  men  as 

^flBili)   QaT 
their  enemy  instead  of  as  their  £rSfiW.  Jaw  they  go  so 

far  toward  Women's  Lib  im\  that  they  think  the  only  way  to 
get  ahead  is  to  be  against  men.  I  think  that's  a  mistake. 
I  think  men  are  just  great  guys,  and  all  you  have  to  do  is 
say  "more  over,  let  us  have  room,%  that  it  isn't  a  matter  of 
one  being  ahead  of  the  other,  but  that  they  both  be  the  same. 

So  I  worry  a  little  bit  about  that.   Yet,  I'm  not  in  that 

ftfff 

generation,  and  I  can  see/  if  you  wantgrto  get  somewhere 

atd  all  you  did  was  get  put  down,  how  you  might  very 
realistically  feel  that  all  men  were  against  you.   So,  it's 
something  you  have  to  experience  to  cope  with,  and  my 
experience  with  men  has  been  good,  and  I've  had  the  affection. 
I  Just  don't  know  what  I'd  do  if  I  was  doing  it  the  other 
way. 

Morris  i    Television  has  done  a  lot  for  swaying  children's  minds,  do 
you  feel  that  they  should  have  programs  now  where  you  see 
men  as  nurses  and  where  you  see  wommn  as  doctors,  ^  you 
ruin  TwL.iivirars  aa  noman..  so  that  the  image  of*w3wiSt*r  will 
change? 

McDonald  i   Oh,  I  think  television  could  be  a  great  help!   You  know,  all 
the  commercials,  if  you  will  notice,  an  awful  big  percent 

Ttftr 

of  them  end   with  a  man's  voice,   whe»e  the  man  has  to  come 

40tT  if  t#0m4/l 

in  and^give   the  final  pitch  because  obviously  this  wommn 


who  was  saying  it  up  to  them  was  not  the  one  to  listmn  to. 


I  think  television  is  the  most  insidious  — 


Of 


I  Just  get 
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McDonald i   so  angry t  and  all  their  women  on  their  programs  are 

SUCh,       T-O-J-l-T      —      »^>T     mnVp      fVlr^f     r^-r,      «V,  ^g  fr      <  n      n      , 


Well,  take  "All  In  the  Family,"  which  Is  so  popular  now. 
They  face  the  minority  Issue  jpluntly  and  squarely  and  every- 
thlng,  but  that  woman  on  that  program  Is  still  the  dope.  She 
Is  Just  so  dumb,  and  It  Is  the  one  thing  which  they  haven't 
In  any  sense  changed.  You  know,  they're  willing  to  take  every 
thing  up  but  woman.   I  can't  even  watch  that  program.   I 
hate  It  with  a  vpnfanoi".   Do  you  like  It?  [Laughter] 


Morris  i 


Yes. 


t/ 


/nests? 


true  — 

McDonald  i   They  had  one  where  they  were  making  fun  of  —  and  this  was 
in  an  article  in  the  paper  about  tttMSMM^t  whatever  her 
name  is,  V3tt\i  wife  being  In  the  menopause,  and  she  was  Just 
going  out  of  her  mind  —  In  other  words,  all  women  at  that 
age  Just  go  crazy.   It  was  the  old  stereotype,  It  was  Just 
not  fair.   So  I  thought,  I  can't  watch  It.   I  don't  like 

Archie  anyway,  but  I  don't  like  what  they're  doing. 

tZT  /££*&£    sP/gc^jr?'*'?  7~#/(f7'  /'&77/'*4  ^ 

"orris i          '  D * T •  i  nksjLlmi:   tnmn  H  Trill  PI—  ^"mr  women  were  pQttlrrg  up-«M* 


bill,- 


McDonaldi   Yes,  and  I  feel  It  will  come  In  time.   I  think  this  whole 

women's  thing  has  com*  and  Is  not  going  to  b«  reversed.   You 
know,  a  lot  of  people  thing,  well,  it's  Just  a  swing  of  the 
pendulum,  and  It  eventually  will  be  back  to  the  old  thing, 
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i/ w/  n  is 

KcDonaldi   but  I  don't  think  so^-fe're  not  going  to  reverse  the  black 
movement,  we're  not  going  to  reverse  the  women's  movement. 
It  may  be  Blow  to  start,  but  once  it  comes  it's  coining 
fast  in  all  fields,  and  there  are  so  many  men,  now,  who 
recognize  how  eexlst  they've  been,  and  who  don't  want  to 
be  any  more  than  a  lot  of  whites  want  to  be  racist.  It's 
Just  in  their  being  told,  and  being  made  aware  of  what 
you're  doing,  and  often,  if  you  ha»e  any  human  feelings 
at  all,  you'll  change,  and  you'll  say,  "OK,  I'm  sorry  I 
did  that." 

_/>taf 

And  even  I,  ^notice  . :  cake  mistakes  with  other 
women,  because  I  grew  up  not  really  believfcng  in  women, 
either.   Sometimes  I'll  be  patronizing  to  women  who  aren't 
doing  too  wVnT,  or  I'll  still  be  competing  with  another 
woman.   And  you  have  to  keep  being  aware  of  what  you're 
doing  and  why  you're  doing  it,  and  onee  you  are,  I  think  that 
things  will  change  fast. 

Do  you  think  that  the  Women's  Lib  movement  is  an 
imitation  of  the  Black  movement  in  the  sense  that  they  say 
the  Chloano  movement  is  an  imitation  of  the  black  movement? 
Do  you  feel  that  ay  seeing  blacks  almost  getting  their 
rights  now.  -4SWfiBHto»  women  realize  that  they 


Morris  t 


didn't  have   thejfrrff  and  started  going  j/f  /v 


McDonald  i   Well,  historically,  the  black's  and  the  women's  movement* 
have  gone  together.   It  was  after  the  civil  war  and  the 
black's  were  freed  that  the  women  began  to  talk  about 
getting  the  vote.  And  historically  women  have  also  been 

M^/y/^ 

involved  tAth  groups  of  depressed  people.   Like,   they  were 
interested  in  the  child  labor  movement  before  the  men  were, 
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NcDonaldi   and  they  helped  In  the  underground  railroad  for  the  blacks 

before  the  men  did.  And  that's  one  reason  I  think  women  are 
good  In  government  because  they  have  this  feeling  for 
being  oppressed.   They  know  what  It's  like  and  they  can 
help,  which  Is  what  we  need  right  now  io  the  social  rrnfjif^ 
more  than  anything  else.   But  you're  right.   You  could 
eay  that  the  black  movement  came  before  the  women's 
movement  each  time,  and  that  women  are  kind  of  —  they  have  to 
be  shown  the  way,  In  a  sense. 

Morris i     Do  you  think  that  there's  anything  -uolqu*  about  Claremont 
that  you  might  not  find  in  another  city? 

McDonald i   Yes,  I  defintely  feel  that  Claremont  is  a  city  that  has  — 
It  sounds  sort  of  snobish,-  but  It  has  a  high  level 
of  Intelligence  on  its  council,  and  I  know  that  the  city 
staff  here,  and  we  have  a  very  fine  city  staff,  feels  that 
they  can  accomplish  things  in  Claremont  that  they  couldn't 

accomplish  in  other  cities.  They  stay  with  us  even  though 

[T 


they  don't  get  paid  as  amen  &s  they  4J&&&' elsewhere  because 
they  are  able  to  go  ahead  In  city  management  and  city 
government  and  bo  leaders  In  a  city  like  Claremont.   I  think 
it's  hard  on  them  suneTime§  In  other  kinds  of  cities  where 
the  councllmen  Just  do  not  have  vision  or  insight  into 
what  could  be  done  in  a  city  if  they  would  Just  be  willing 
to  move,  or  they  feel  the  pressures  on  those  councilman  are 
such  that  they  can't  do  these  things,  jHQj  In  Claremont  we 
really  have  very  few  pressures  If  the  town  Is  movlkng  ahead, 
that's  what  the  people  want  here,  so  I  do  feel  that  Claremont 
is  a  very  unusual  city,  and  I'm  not  sure  I  would  either  win 
office  anywhere  else  or  enjoy  it  once  I  was  on. 

Morris «    I  want  to  thank  you  for  this  interview  Mr«^ 
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INTERVIEW  WITH  HAHGARBT  HILLS 

KoEntirei  This  is  a  taped  Interview  by  Michael  MoEntire  with  Mrs.  Margaret 
Mills,  a  oounoilwoman  from  Carplnteria  on  April  16,  1972,  in 
Carplnterla*  This  interview  was  held  in  Mrs,  Kills*  home. 

McSntlrei  Mrs.  Hills,  maybe  you  could  tell  me  a  little  bit  about  your 
background,  where  you  grew  up  and  where  you  went  to  school. 

Kills  i     Well,  I  was  born  and  raised  in  Los  Angeles  in  1908,  so  you  can 
be  very  sure  does  not  in  any  manner  —  did  not  compare  with 
anything  you  think  of  as  Los  Angeles  today.  It  was  after  I 
was,  oh,  about  the  time  I  was  six  years  old,  we  moved  into  what 
Is  part  of  Hollywood,  between  Hollywood  and  Los  Angeles,  and  it 
was  called  ,art  Hollywood  at  the  time.  I  went  to  grammar  school 
at  a  public  school  there  Vermont  and  LAS  HemJui  are  close  to  it, 
Los  Feliz  Grammar  School.  And  then,  in  my  seventh  year  I  went 
back  and  forth  to  Immaculate  Heart,  where  you  are  now  attending 
as  a  college.  You  went  there  for  four  years,  two  years  in 
grammar  school,  and  the  first  two  years  of  my  high  school. 
I  might  say  that  I  doubt  very  much  if  anything  about  Immaculate 
Heart,  other  than  the  building  [laughter]  compare  with  what  you 
have  today.   I  left  there  and  my  last  two  years  I  went  to 
Connady,  and  graduated  from  Connady,  mostly  because  I  was  new, 
so  I  begged  my  people  to  let  me  go  to  the  new  school.  And  then 
two  years  of  college  at  Mount  St.  Mary's  —  I  was  a  charter 
member  at  Mount  St.  Mary's,  and  it  was  not  on  the  mount  yet, 
it  was  still  out  at  Slasin.  I  had  a  year  of  law  school  at 
night  with  Loyola,  it  being  my  ambition  to  be  a  lawyer.  I  was 
working  by  this  time  and  going  to  night  school,  and  then  I 
married,  with  the  Idea  that  I  would  have  ten  children,  and  I 


. 
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Kills t     did  not  consider  a  career  any  longer»  or  being  a  person  in 
politics.  I  didn't  have  ten  children,  I  had  six.  I  very 
surprisingly  became  a  divorcee •  I  have  never  remarried,  and 
because  of  that  is  why  I  am  a  woman  in  business,  which  is 
liills  Drug  Store  in  Carpinteria,  and  a  woman  in  politics. 
The  political  part  was  probably  because  my  family  were  very, 
very  interested  in  politics.  I  heard  it  discussed  all,  of  my 
life,  and  always  have  been  interested  In  politics.  It  really 
is  do  connection  at  all,  other  than  exposure  to  the  public, 
between  a  woman  in  business  and  a  woman  in  political  life* 

Mci^ntlrei  When  were  you  elected  to  the  Carpinteria  City  Council? 

Mills i     I'm  trying  to  think.  I  think  it  is  about  six  and  a  half 

years  now.  I  believe  we  were  incorporated  in  1965 »  and  I  was 
one  of  the  first  to  b  elected.  And  then,  in  the  second 
elect ioln,  which  came  in  two  and  a  half  years  after  that, 
about  four  years  ago  right  now,  this  April,  I  lost  the  election 
by  twenty  votes  because  I  am  a  very,  very  poor  campaigner. 
I  find  it  very  difficult  to  cheer  for  myself.  I  am  originally 
by  nature,  I  think,  a  little  shy.  I'm  not  too  shy  anymore,  be 
cause  I  can't  be.  I  still  don't  find  it  easy  to  tell  about  my 
good  points. 

KoEntlrei  Are  you  serving  on  the  council  now? 

Mills  i     Yes,  I  am  serving  on  the  council  now.  I  was  after  that  appointed 
to  serve  an  unexplred  term,  and  then  ran  two  years  ago  and  won 
that  election.  I  still  have  towo  more  years  before  your  term 
is  served. 

KoElitirei  Did  you  hold  any  other  public  offices,  elected  or  appointed, 
before  this? 

Kills t     I  never  held  an  elected  public  office  before  this,  but  I 

was  the  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Carpinteria 
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Mills  i     Before  we  were  Incorporated,  which,  because  we  were  the  tall 
end,  the  south  end  of  the  Santa  Barbara  County,  and  because 
we  were  unincorporated,  probably  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  the 
only  representative  —  oh,  a  group  of  people  making  pleas  to 
the  board  of  supervisors  for  those  things  we  thought  we  needed. 

MoSntlrei  When  did  you  reach  your  decision  to  run  for  the  office  of 
city  council? 

Mills t     Well,  I  was  a  little  bit  astonished,  to  tell  you  the  truth* 
I  had  by  this  time  become  quite  active  in  the  city,  and  was, 
as  I  told  you,  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  had 
been  president  of  the  Women's  Club,  and  served  on  the  local 
Community  Chest,  was  quite  active  In  my  church,  and  active 
in  the  Girl's  Association  In  the  church,  which  happens  to  be 
the  Catholic  Church,  by  the  way,  and  by  this  time  ted  probably 
become  quite  well  known.  The  big  fron  in  the  little  pond,  shall 
we  say.  So,  very  much  to  my  astonlshmentT^Chere  had  been  quite 
a  fight  over  the  incorporation,  In  fact  it  had  been  taken  to 
court,  and  in  this  I  had  not  been  active,  alt  hough,  had,  as 
when  I  was  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  had  urged  that 
It  did  so  endorse  the  incorporation  movement,  I  myself  was 
not  one  who  had  participated  in  the  law  suit  in  which  they 
proved  that  they  had  been  —  oh,  the  antagonist  had  not  been 
fairly  representing  those  who  wanted  Incorporation.  They 
had  lists  of  names  against  it  which  weren't  accurate,  and  finally 
the  court  decided  It  should  go  to  the  vote  of  the  people. 
When  we  had  that  particular  vote,  as  to  whether  we  should 
Incorporate  or  not  incorporate,  this  was  also  when  the  first 
people  ran  for  the  office  of  council  if  I  recollect  probably, 
and  I  think  there  were  about  fifteen  who  ran. 
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Mills t  And  very  much  to  my  astonishment,   those  who  had  been  very 

anxious  to  incorporate  came  and  asked  me  if  I  would  run. 
I  personally!   probably,   would  never  have  thought  of  it  myself. 
And  sort  of  to  my  surprise  al  did,   and  to  my  surprise 
[laughter]  I  won  as  one  of  the  five  on  the  council.     So,   that's 

about  the  history  of  that. 

what 
MoEhtlrei     During  the  campaign/did  you  think     were  your  qualifications  for 

this  position? 
Kills i  Well,    I  wasn't  really  sure  what  a  councilman  was  supposed  to  do 

when  we  first  started  out.     In  fact,   this  was  one  of  my  arguments 
against  running.     And  they  said,    "Oh,   you  don't  have  to  worry 
about  that.     You  have  been  competent  enough  in  other  fields, 
and  as  soon  as  we  «re  incorporated,   iyou  would  be  going  to 
Leagae  of  California  Cities  conferences,  and  places  where  they 
have  seminars  or  studies,  and  so  forth,  about  the  duties  of  a 
councilman,  and  whats  expected  of  them,  what's  legal,  what  you 
can  and  you  can't  do  under  the  3rown  Act,  and  you  Just  sort  of 
assimilate  it.     [Laughter]     We  did  happen  to  have  one,   in  fact 
he  was  the  mayor  for  five  sears,   who  —  his  degree  was  in  — 
public  affairs  is  not  what  I  —  political  science,  and  he  was 
really  quite  knowledgeable.     He  was  really  the  strongest  member 
of  the  council  I  very  defintely  feel,  and  that  I  had  the 
greatest  confidence  in,  and  thought  that  he  had  the  greatest 
knowledge,  and  so,   rightly  he  was  mayor  and  we  learned  from  him, 
too.     So,   you  Just  kind  of  felt  your  way  along.     It  Aoosn't 
take  very  long  in  some  sense,    that  you  know  what  the  problems  of 
your  own  area  are.     It  requires  more  experience  and  more 
knowledge  as  you  start  to  get  into  those  affairs  that  embrace 
a  larger  area.     You're  surrounding  county  territory.     What 
you  have  in  common  with  other  cities,    such  as  the  south  coast, 
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Kills i     and  this  can  be  a  great  deal  different  than  the  problems  that 

are,  say,  In  the  San  Joaquln  Valley.  Last  year,  one  of  the 
things  that  we  were  very  opposed  to  was  the  Sleroty  Bill,  which 
was  the  —  In  reference  to  the  coastline,  and  that  particular 
bill,  last  year,  would  have  taken  away  a  great  deal  of  the 
authority  of  a  city,  especially  those  areas  that  were  not  al 
ready  built  upon,  and  extend  a  great  deal  back. 

Now,  this  year  —  that  bill  did  not  pass  to  our  Joy  — 
and  there  is  a  revised  Sieroty  Bill  this  year  which  is  more  to 
our  liking,  because  it  is  not  going  to  usurp  the  powers  of  the 
city,  and  will  give  them  the  right  to  make  the  decisions  as  to 
what  should  be  the  shoreline,  what  is  the  shoreline  in  their 
area.  The  only  time  that  the  state  would  have  the  right  to 
interfere  is  is  you  did  nothing,  if  you  sat  back  and  didn't 
do  anything  in  regards  to  taking  care  of  your  shoreline,  and 
seeing  that  enough  area  was  left  available  to  the  people,  and 
that  the  proper  kind  of  zoning  was  put  on  it,  and  then  very 
properly,  they'd  be  able  to  step  in  and  make  demands  on  you. 

KcElnteri  At  the  time  of  the  election,  this  was  the  first  election,  when 
you  were  deciding  whether  or  not  to  incorporate,  in  the  group 
of  the  field  of  candidates  that  you  were  in,  if  you  didn't 
feel  that  you  had  that  many  qualifications  for  this  office,  did 
you  feel  that  the  ones  you  had,  though,  were  sufficient  for  the 
people  to  elect  you  to  this  office? 

Kills t     I  felt  that  in  the  group  of  fifteen  or  so  that  rate,  that  I 

was  qualified  compared  to  their  qualifications.  I  felt  that  I 
knew  my  own  area,  and  I  knew  the  problems  in  It,  and  I  happened 
to  favor  incorporation,  because,  as  I  stated  earlier,  I  felt 
we  were  being  sort  of  a  fourth  or  fifth  cousin  in  the  county, 
and  that  taxes  that  were  collected  from  this  area  were  not 


• 
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Kills »     returned  to  It,  such  as  taking  care  of  that  beach  we  had  left 
to  us,  which  was  very  little,  and  It's  been  a  very  sore 
problem  here.  Such  as  the  roads  needed  paving,  flood 
control,  keeping  an  area  olean,  the  problems  that  we  had  with 
getting  sufficient  police  superivisfcon.  We  depended  on  the 
sherrlfs  off fee,  and  It  would  take  —  unless  If  by  ohanoe  on 
their  run  happened  to  be  towards  this  area  —  might  take  them 
thirty  to  thirty-five  minutes  to  answer  a  call*  So,  I  felt 
that  with  the  taxes  that  we  were  giving  to  the  county  and 
the  sales  tar  that  would  come  back  to  the  county  In  this  area, 
that  we  were  not  getting  the  proper  benelfts  for  our  share  of 
the  taxes. 

KoEntlret  So  you  felt  with  your  familiarity  with  this  area  was  your 
biggest  qualification,  plus  —  was  your  — 

Kills i     I  felt  that  my  business  experience  was  another  qualification. 
Yes,  I  had  suddenly  found  myself  with  a  drug  store  that  I  knew 
nothing  about.  I  am  not  a  professional,  but  I  still  had  six 
children,  two  of  them  almost  through  with  their  education,  and 
one  going  into  the  service,  and  one  did  have  a  Job  but  still 
not  married,  four  small  children  to  raise,  and  then  I'd  better 
darned  well  fast  learn  how  to  run  it.  I  started  out  by  taking 
I  guess  the  fastest  bookkeeping  course  In  history,  and  mastering 
that,  so  that  at  least,  well,  I  could  look  at  books  and  read  them 
and  know  whehter  you  were  in  the  red  or  in  the  black  [laughter]/ 
shall  we  put  it  that  way.  And  for  a  while,  It  was  mostly  in  the 
red,  but  I  felt  that  this  very  definitely  gave  me  a  knowledge  of 
budgets,  and  what  money  could  be  allotted  to  various  things, 
how  were  you  going  to  raise  it,  and  beoonsclous  that  this  was 
—  could  be  a  very  serious  problem  in  the  city.  And,  is  a  very 
serious  problem  in  most  cities  In  the  United  States  today,  of 
how  to  raise  money  and  properly  spaid  it. 
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McEntires   You  felt  you  were  right  In  your  analysis  of  the  qualifications 
you  needed  In  your  background  for  this  position? 

Mills i     Well i  my  answer  would  have  to  be  yesi  because  If  I  hand't  felt 
so,  I  wouldn't  have  run. 

IloShtlret   In  your  experience  as  a  counollwoman ,  have  you  found  that  women 
are  qualified  for  this  position  by  the  public? 

Koiiitlrei  Yes,  Generally  speaklngi  I  do  not  think  that  the  voter  going  to 
the  polls  —  I  do  not  think  that  they  are  against  having  a 
woman.  I  think  that  it's  perhaps  a  little  bit  more  difficult 
for  a  woman  when  you  attend  conferences.  Especially ,  perhaps, 
I'm  a  little  bit  more  sensitive  from  this  point  of  view,  that 
I  happen  to  be  alone.  I  have  never  remarried,  so  I  do  not  have 
a  husband  that  will  take  two  or  three  days  off,  and  happily  go 
along  to  escort  his  wife  to  affairs,  or  the  dinners,  or  various 
things.  This  I  —  because  perhaps,  as  I  told  you,  I'm  shy  in 
some  areas  —  this  I  find  a  little  bit  difficult,  but  not  very 
Important.  I  mean,  it  isn't  very  important  to  your  Job.  That 
would  be  more  from  the  ohf  semi-social  standpoint,  I  guess  you 
would  call  it. 

MoSntirei  Have  you  ever  met  criticism  from  your  friends  or  family,  or  they 
thought  you,  being  a  woman,  were  not  supposed  to  be  in  a  public 
office? 

Mi  list     You  mean  my  own  family? 

McEntirei   Yes. 

Mills »  No.     First  of  alii   by  the  time  I  ran  for  this  political  office, 

all  my  children  were  pretty  well  groun.     The  oldest  was,   I 
believe  by  this  time  a  senior  In  high  school.     Ho,  a  freshman 
in  college,   I  guess.     No,   I  think  they  more  got  a  kick  out  fcf 
it.     Look  what  mother's  doing  nowt    sort  of.     [LaughterJ     I 
don't  think  there  was  any  criticism  at  any  time. 
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Mills  i  I  one  year  was  made  the  Kan  of  the  Year,   slnoe  our  incorporation, 

and  I  said  Han  of  the  Year  because  that's  exactly  what  they 
call  it.     There  has  never  been  a  Woman  of  the  Year,  and  they 
thought  that  was  real  exciting •     I  found  it  very  interesting  to 
know  how  little  my  own  children  knew  about  my  childhood  and 
background,   or  where  I  went  to  school  or  anything,   but 
they  were  —  when  people  came  and  asked  them,    so  they'd  have  some 
background  as  to  —   Just  as  you  asked  me  when  we  started  out  ~ 
they  didn't  know  from  nothing,     [Laughter^     My  living  in  Santa 
Barbara  was  about  as  far  as  they  apparently  had  gone,  which  was 
before  we  came  to  Carpinteria.     I'm  not  really  a  Women's  Libber, 
however,   and  I  find  this  rather  Interesting  to  follow  and  to 
watch,  what  the  overwhelming  woman  out  for  everything  there  is 
in  the  Women's  Lib  Movement  is  doing  to  herslef .     I  think  that 
she  IB  ^creating  problems  for  women,  not  making  it  better  for 
L« 


women, 

I'll 


I'll  give  one  example  to  what  has  happened  in  the 

Lvorce  area,   where  now,   there  is  generally  noone  at  fault, 

unless 
and  generally  specking, /there  is  very  strong  evidence  otherwise, 

everything  is  split  right  down  the  middle,  and  the  Judge  feels, 
no  matter  who  has  them,   the  woman's  perfectly  capable  of  going 
out  and  getting  a  Job  now,  women  do  have  Jobs,  and  this  may 
not  be  true.     Maybe  this  woman  wanted  to  marry  and  have  a  married 
life  and  not  be  a  career  woman,  and  is  not  ready  to  go  out  and 

get  a  Job  be  she  36  or  bO  or  4-5 •     And  she  isn't  nearly  as 

. 
equipped  to  go  out  and  do  this  as  this  man  who's  had  the  Job 

all  this  time.     So,   you're  almost  forcing  women  now  to  do 
something  that  by  nature  she  really  doesn't  want  to  do.     Maybe 
she  would  like  to  plan  on  a  married  life  and  raising  children 
and  doesn't  want  to  go  out  and  have  the  college  education,    or 


. 
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Mills i  prepare  to  be  a  secretary,   or  think  about  being  the  manager 

of  a  bank,   or  running  an  Independent  business,   or  being  the 
career  girl  In  some  big  organization.     So,   I  think  they're 
pushing  themselves  Into  some  areas  they're  going  to  wish  they 
hadn't  sometime. 

Che  I'm  sure  that  you  read  about  If  you  follow  this,   Is 
what  we  have  coming  to  the  states  for  the  state SB  to  vote  on  In 
the  rights  of  women,   passed  by  the  senate,   legislative  form 
of  government,    shall  we  say,   the  house  of  representatives,   is 
this  equality  of  women,   rights  of  women.     This  --  if  she's 
going  to  make  herslef  absolutely  equal  to  the  man,  well,   then 
the  man  is  going  to  be  absolutely  equl  to  the  woman,   then,   so 
she's  going  to  be   (I'm  sure  you  read  this ), subject  to  the 
draft,    subject  to  all  those  things  that  are  required  from  the 
man  in  his  duties  to  his  government.     I  don't  agree  that  this 
is  a  woman's  place  at  all.     I  do  think  if  a  woman  has  the 
qualifications  for  a  Job,  and  she  had  a  certain  Job  in  an 
organization,   that  she  should  get  exactly  what  is  paid  to  a  man* 
If  they  hire  a  woman  engineer  for  a  certain  Job,   there  should  be 
no  difference  in  the  salary  Is  paid  to  a  man  and  a  women.     And, 
I  think  that  women  can  give  tremendous  help  in  different 
fields,   like  I  think  women  are  good  in  politics.     I  think  that 
the  feminine  influence  is  very  badly  needed  there. 

KcEhtirei     During  the  election  here  in  Carpinteria,   you  said  that  you 
didn't  do  that  much  campaigning,   is  that  true? 

Kills i  I  found  It  —  as  I  say,   I  still  find  it  ertrememly  difficult 

to  get  up  and  say,  "here     are  all  these  reasons,  and  now  I  want 
you  to  vote  for  me."     I'm  better  than  so  and  so,  more 
qualified  than   so  and  so"  and  so  on,    [laughter]     it  Just 
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Mills «  bothers  me  to  pat  myself  on  the  back,     I'm  not  a  good 

politician  that  way  at  all.     In  other  words,  you  can  write  your 
resumes  or  havfcngomeone  write  It  for  you. When  you  file  for  an 
election  you  can  for  a  fee  have  this  printed,  and  when  voting 
material  goes  out,   ballots  and  —  I  was  quite  astonished  to 
find  that  one  had  put  down  the  fact  that  he  had  been  the  Kan 
of  the  Year  as  one  of  his  qualifications.     It  never  ocourr3ed 
to  me  to  put  it  down.      [Daughter]     And,   I   Just  almost  feel 
embarrassed  about  it,   although  I've  naturally  —  you  can't  help 
but  be  pleased  when  you're  recognized  for  the  things  you've 
done.     This  is  a  very  normal  and  natural  thing,   too.     I  don't 
feel  like  it's  very  —  I  can't  even  find  the  right  word  to 
express  myself  with  there.     I'm  embarrassed  to  brag  about  myself. 
I  am  trying  to  be  as  honest  with  you  since  this  is  a  study. 

McSntirei     Did  you  find  it  wa»  difficult  for  you  in  terms  of  time  and 
eneggy  in  running? 

Kills t  I  presume  had  I  —  were  I  not  single,  and  were  my  children 

not  entirely  raised,   that  I  could  have  found  the  time  difficult. 
As  it  happened,   I  for  the  most  part  during  this  time  have  lived 
alone.     And,   as  a  result  I  don't  mind,   shall  I  say,   I  don't 
mind  the  demands  on  my  time*     I  haven't  given  as  much  time  as 
two  of  the  oouncllmen  have  in  this  time.     I'm  not  one  that 
goes  down  every  day  to  city  hall  to  see  what's  going  on,   and  I 
foel  perhaps  a  couple  of  times  a  month,   if  there's  something  I'm 
particularly  Interested  in,   possibly  I  go  down  to  see  what  is 
developing.     Host  of  the  time  the  council  meetings  are  anything 
special  we've     been  working  on,   trying  to  help  the  planning 
director  revise  the  zoning  ordinance,  and  given  off  and  on 
over  the  last  five  months  I  believe,   I'm  wide  awake  to  that. 
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Hills i  Of  course  you  go  to  your  conferences  once  a  year  and  you  go 

to  League  district  meetings,  but  I  haven't  found  It  too 
demanding.      I  have  had  no  —  I  am  the  mayor  pro  tern  now  — 
•  I  have  had  no  personal  overwhelming  desire  to  be  mayor 
because  I  think  It  would  probably  require  ~  well,    I  know  It 
would  require  more  time.     And,    I'm  not  entirely  sure  that  I 
want  to  give  up  more  time. 

Mcaitlrei      During  the  campaign,   did  you  have  an  organized  campaign  behind 
you? 

Kills t  You're  talking  about  the  first  one. 

Mointlre  i      Yes. 

Kills i     No,  it  was,  I  would  say,  a  rather  haphazrd  affair.  Of  course, 
the  very  fact  of  this  coming  to  a  vote,  the  incorporation,  did 
bring  out  a  big  vote.  Bigger  than  we  would  ordinarily  have, 
because  people  were  pretty  violent  whether  they  were  for  or 
against  it.   You  know,  the  feelings  were  very,  very  strong  in 
this  area.  The  group  that  did  everything  that  they  could  think 
of  to  be  against  it,  and  the  ones  that  were  quite  strong  for 
it,  working  very  hard  for  it.  So,  if  there  was  any  campaigning, 
it  was  on  this  for  or  against  incorporation.  Prom  the  point 
of  individuals  other  than  possibly  three  or  four  organizations, 
oh,  a  mobile  home  group  and  the  Women's  Club,  and  I  recall  a 
couple  more  organizations,  I  can't  remember  which  ones,  that 
had  us  come  and  speak.   I  remember  I  was  extremely  nervous, 
because  I'm  not  good  at  planned  speeches.  I  can  fight 
and  loud  over  something  I  am  very  convlneed  of,  if  there's  a 
group  talking  in  a  council  meeting,  but  as  a  planned  speach 
maker  I'm  not  too  good. 
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-tire i      In  the  second  campaign,   did  you  have  more  of  an  organization? 

Mills i  I  didn't  have  any  organization.     And,   this  Is  very  interesting! 

and  a  good  question.      I   Just  felt,    "Well,    you've  had  me  for 
two  and  a  half  years,   and  I'm  standing  on  my  record,   and  that 
Is  that."     I  did  speak  when  I  was  asked  to.     I  didn't  partloularl 
make  any  effort  to  go  to  any  public  affairs,   that  I  wouldn't 
normally  go  to,   or  that.     And,    I  lost  by  20  votes.     The  city 
manager  had  told  me  that  he  thought  I  was  making  a  mistake,   that 
you  Just  simply  can't  do  that,    that  It  doesn't  work.     And,    ho 
was  right,   It  didn't  work. 

So,   the  next  time  when  I  was  asked  to  run,  and  durlkng 
that  Interim,   by  the  way,    I'd  had  a  heart  attack.     So,   people 
were  coming  to  me  and  said,    "How  Is  your  health?     Do  you  think 
you  should?     Should  we  even  ask  you  this?     People  will  probably 
say  (and,    In  fact  did),   will  we  want  Hrs.  Kills  for  councilman 
again,  but  Is   she  going  to  be  able  to  stand  the  " 

And  because  I  had  made  up  my  mind  at  the  time  they  were 
attacking,  and  I  told  the  doctor  that  I  wasn't  going  to  sit 
back  and  coddle  myself.      I'd  prefer  to  die  than  that.      I  don't 
to  be  Inactive  and  take  naps  and  go  to  bed  early,  and  do  all 
the  things  you're  supposed  to  do.     As  a  result,   he  keeps  me  on 
medication,   trying  to  counteract  that  sort  of  thing.     And,    I 
decided  to  run. 

This  time  I  had  womeone  backing  me,   going  out  to  work, 
experienced  In  this,   had  done  campaigns  for  ones  running  for 
county  super*! sor,   that  she'd  taken  care  of  this  area  —  a 
woman,   by  the  way.     Had  —  since  then,   did  run  the  campaign 
In  this  area  for  one  running  for  sherrlf   (that  particular  one 
she  didn't  win  —  usually  she  wins).     And  she  went  In  and 
did  all  these  things,   and  I,   of  course,   was  urged  to  please 
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lls i  attend  every  public  affair  that  you  oould  possibly  attend  and 

let  people  know  I  was  there,    to  be  as  forceful  as  I  oould  be, 
and  in  the  meantime  she  did  the  publicity  so  that  cards  were 
mailed  out,   that  I  was  in  the  newspaper,   that  I  didn't  go  in  for 
a  newspaper  picture,   had  me  go  in  and  take  the  proper  kind  of 
photograph  so  that  you  look  well  and  presented.     All  the 
things  that  go  along  with  a  small  campaign  in  any  way. 

Then,   as  the  city  manager  at  that  time  had  told  me, 
that  you  couldn't  go  without  it,    he  again  was  right,  because 
this  one  I  won, 

KoSntlrei     This  woman  who  was  your  campaign  manager,   did  you  choose  her 
or  did  she  volunteer  her  time  to  you  and  say  that  she  would 
take  over  the  organization. 

Kills i  I  have  rather  an  odd  story.      In  the  second  election  she  backed 

a  man  for  councilman.      It  was  done  in  the  hopes  of  getting  rid 
of  another  councilman.     I  will  not  name  names  here.     The  name 
day  after  the  election,   the  morning  after,    she  came  in  my 
place  of  business  and  she  was  crying,  and  she  was  terribly  upset, 
and  the  "last  thing  in  the  world  we  wanted  to  happen,   and  we 
certainly  didn't  think  we  were  going  to  loose  you!"     In  fact, 
I  think  she  was  upset  than  I  was  and  ~  my  family  and  she  were 
the  upset  ones.     I  think  one  of  the  things     you  have  to  be 
In  politics.      You  cannot  carry  your  feelings  on  the  top.      I* 
You've  cot  to  lern  to  take  It  and  not  be  a  sensitive  person. 
Somebody's  got  to  loose,   and  somebody's  got  to  turn  along  the 
way,  and  they  call  you  names,  and  accuse  you  of  beelng  crooked 
on  occasions  and  all  kinds  of  things  happen,   and  you  can't  burst 
Into  tears  everytlme  somebody  looks  cross  eyed  at  you. 
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Kills «  So,    I,    otf  course,  was  aware  of  how  she  felt  about  this,   and 

when  I  was  asked  If  I  would  run  again,   In  fact,    someone  had 
gone  feo  far  as  to  take  the  papers  and  bring  then  to  me,    I  said 
I  would  consider  unless  Pat  Baky  ran  the  campaign  for  me.     I 
was  not  good  at  it,   and  didn't  even  know  how  to  do  it,   and 
unless  she  consented  to  take  over  this  area,   that  I  would  not 
run.     So,    she  said  in  turn  to  them,   yes,    she  would  be  the 
campaign  manager,   and  as  a  result  I  did  run. 

i'iouitirei      Do  you  think  a  woman  campalsn  any  differaitly  than  a  man  does? 

Kills i  Well,    I've  seen  going  to  conferences  —  I  really  don't  know  how 

to  answer  than  one.     I've  seen  some  women  that  I  think  are 
awfully  rough  and  toughfc  and  can  swear  along  with  the  men, 
and  --  it's  kind  of  a  hard  one  to  —       If  you  mena  that  you  want 
them  to  consider  you  Just  because  you're  a  women,  no,   I  don't 
think  most  women  want  that  at  all.     I  think  she  thinks  she's 
campaigning  like  the  men.     [Laughter]     How,   whether  she  is 
or  not,    I  don't  know. 

MoEntlre  t     Do  you  think  a  women  reacts  Clff erently  in  a  campaign  than  a 
man  would? 

Mills  i  !lo,   I  think  that  I  kind  of  broached  on  fen  this  in  the  fact  that 

I  say  anyone  that  is  going  into  politics  is  going  to  have  to 
leam  to  have  a  rather  hard  shell.     You  cannot  be  emotional. 
I  think  that  probably  some  of  the  things  they've  attributed  to 
women  over  the  hundreds  of  years  aren't  necessarily  so.     I 
have  seen  men  that  are  extremely  sensitive  and  emotional,   too. 
They  probably  wouldn't  be  any  better  in  politics  than  the 
emotional  or  sensitive  women.     It's  no  place  for  sinsltlvenes, 
personal  sensitlvieness  and  emotionalism. 

KcEhtlrei     When  you  were  elected  to  the  city  council  here  in  Carpinteria, 
how  were  you  received  by  other  members  of  the  board? 
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i.illsi  For  one  thlngt    I  was  so  much  older  than  the  others,    that  with 

the  exception  tfcth  onei  who'd  I  have  had  to  be  a  child  bride 
to  be  the  mother  of,    I  was  old  enough  to  be  the  mother  of  all 
of  then,   with  this  one  exception.     So,    I  was  probably 
a  little  better  known  at  that  time    (not  now)   than  any  of  them 
as  being  active  in  community  affairs.     I  don't  think  any 
differences  that  we  had  on  the  council  stemmed  from  the  fact 
that  I  ira.3  a  woman. 

MoEntirei      In  the  work  that  you  do  for  the  council,   do  you  think  there  might 
be  a  different  amount  of  work  that  is  done  by  a  man  and  a 
different  amount  that  it  done  by  a  women? 

Hills i  o. 

HcSntirei   1  ow  much  time  do  you  put  in  to  your  position  as  a  council 
woman? 

Mills i     I  think  I  answered  that  earlier,  when  I  said  I  was  not  one  who 
felt  I  had  to  run  in  city  hall  every  day.  The  greatest  amount 
is  on  those  specail  committees  —  outside  of  council  meetings, 
now,  I'm  speaking  of.  I  amhave  been  a  good  attender  of 
council  meetings.  In  fact,  all  of  them  have  been  good  since 
we  were  finely  paid,  as  I  think  this  puts  you  in  the  spot 
of  having  a  guilty  oon science  [laughter]  because  you  get 
paid  anyway  outright.  We  originally  did  not  have  a  silary, 
and  for  the  first  four  and  a  half  years  were  not  paid.  So,  if 
you  occasionally  didn't  attend  a  council  meeting,  you  checked  to 
make  sure  there  was  going  to  be  at  least  three,  hopefully  four 
there,  it  cannot  be  held  tnless  there  are  at  least  three, 
you  did  not  have  a  guilt  complex  over  the  thing  if  you  didn't 
go  to  it. 

We  did  not  take  the  autbnatlo  salary  that  you  can  give 

•35 

yourself,  which  is  :>1O4-  a  month  allowed  by  the  state  to  the 
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"Ills i  councilman  In  a  ganeral  law  city.     We  felt  that  the  city 

couldn't  afford  It.     So,   at  the  election  two  years  ago,    that 
was  one  of  the  things  that  was  on  the  "ballot.     Should  a  council  ma 
be  paid  $50  a  month?     And  the  people,   themselves,  voted.     The 
other  way,   we  either  got  nothing  or  took   )135»     riy  putting  It 
on  the  ballot,   we  could  specify  an  amount,   and  took  the  $50  a 
—  or,   asked  for  the  $50  a  month  and  we  received  It.     I  don't 
particularly  think  that  this  Is  a  blc  oompenfeatlon  for  the  time 
that  Is  given.     On  the  other  hand,   It  probably  takes  care  of  any 
expenses  you  have.     When  we  go  to  a  conference,   you  list  your 
expenses  such  as  your  hotel  room,   your  travel  expense  back  and 
forth,  a  reasonable  amount  for  meals  —  that  is  paid  for  by  the 
council,   that's  allowed  In  the  budget. 

KcEntlrei     How  do  you  apportion  your  time  MI  there  seems  to  be  too  much 
work  to  be  done.     What  things  do  you  decide  to  do  them.     What 
things  do  you  decide  not  to  do? 

Mills «  That's  kind  of  a  hard  question.     I  don't  think  I  ever  decide 

not  to  do  anything.     I  think  when  I  get  pretty  pushed,   I'll  give 
one  example  of  your  asking  me  to  come  up  and  see  me,  and  my 
asking  you  to  wait  for  this  particular  month.     We  had  a  very 
unusual  thing  happen  here,   in  that  we  had  a  very  large  shopping 
center  that  was  going  to  open,   and  our  competitor  — 

SID  SIDE  ONE   OP  TAPE 
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BEGINNING   SIDE  TWO 

l.c^ntlrei      You  were  asking  me  how  I  decided  to  dispose  of  my  time  when  I 
got  real  pushed  what  came  first.     I  told  you  that  I  had  asked 
you  to  wait  coming  up  here,   because  I  was  In  a  very  difficult 
period.     We  have  had  Just  recently  a  very  bis  shopping  center 
here*  and  our  competitor  said  when  our  shopping  center  did  open 
that  he  would  quit.     I  never  did  take  him  particularly  seriously, 
but  te  did   Just  exactly  that,   and  as  turn  out,   about  three 
months  before  the  shopping  center  actually  opened,   as  a  result 
I  became  the  only  drug  store  In  this  little  town,    and  we 
were  overwhelmed.     You  knew  It  wasn't  going  to  last  forever, 
but  you  took  care  of  It  at  the  time.     So  I  was  In  a  state  of 
doing  twice  as  much  work,   and  I  was  trying  to  do  it  faster  and 
think  of  everything.     Also,   remember  my  council  work,   and  all 
I  could  do  was  Ttork  on  the  theory  that  I'd  do  everything  I 
could  during  that  day,   and  there  was  no  use  worrying  about  what 
didn't  get  done.     Just  start  the  next  day  and  pick  up  the  pieces 
and  keep  on  going.     The  last  three  weeks  or  so  the  shopping  cente 
has  opened  and,  naturally,  with  a  Thirty  and  TG  &  I  and  a 
Brldgedonnis  Grocery,   and  Sambo's  Hesturant,   and  all  the  things 
that  come  with  these  centers,   you  could  take  some  of  your 
business  away  for  a  while.     We  don't  feel  that  we're  seriously 
hurt,      We're  convinced  that  we  can  weather  It.     In  fact,    I 
think  we're  doing  very  well,   but  I'm  not  as  pushed  as  I  was. 
[Laughter] 

KoEntlrei      In  your  public  sessions  —  council  sessions  —  do  you     think 

there  is  any  KJBBK  accepted  way  to  act  during  the  public  session 
that  might  tee  different  for  men  and  different  for  women? 

Kills i  Well,   the  one  thing  that  I  did  find  was  very  necessary,   and 

that  was  why  I  bought  my  first  pants  suit  [Laughter].     I 


18 

Mills:  found  a  woman  In  a  dress  found  It  very  difficult  to  remember  to 

keep  her  skirt  down  and  her  knees  together,  and  then  get  all 
excited  about  something  that  perhaps  she  entered  into  discussion 
about,  and  completely  forget  it.     So,    I  had  someone  in  the 
audience  —   "watch  it  Peggy,"  so,    I  thought,    I'll  solve  this 
whole  thing,   I'll  get  a  pants  suit.     That's  exactly  what  I  did. 
In  the  Women's  Lib  thing,    I  do  like  pants  suits. 

MoEntire:     Which  didn't  mean  the  accepted  way  to  act,   lllce  they  — 

Mills:  No,  not  particularly.     I  think,   perhaps,    in  executive  sessions 

in  my  particular  case,   perhaps  you  hold  down  your  temper 
sometimes  a  little  more  than  a  man  would.     I  do  remember  being 
in  between  two  once,  when  I  thought  I  was  going  to  get  hit. 
[laughter]     They  were  about  to  come  to  blows,   but  I  haven't 
been  hit  yet,   and  —       I  have  been  to  council  meetings,  not 
our  own,  where  I  think  people  are  lacking  in  digniflty,   and  I 
think  offices  in  public  life  should  be  carried  on  in  dignify. 
I  think  too  much  informality  can  not  be  sood.     I  think  people 
should  have  a  respect  for  those  that  are  serving  hem,  and 
much  as  the  council  should  respect  the  people  that  elect  them, 

MoEntiret     Do  you  think  that  either  sex  understands,   or  can  articulate 
on  an  issue  better  than  the  other? 

Mills i  No,    I  think  it  depends  on  how  Interested  you  are  on  that 

particular  isue,   how  much  study  ~  homework  —  you've  given  to 
it.     Eow  strongly  you  feel  about  it,  and  I  don't  think  that 
there's  any  difference  as  far  as  sex  is  concerned. 

McEntirei     Do  you  find  that  one  sex  may  be  more  responsive  to  the  public? 

Mills  i  [Laughter]     Because  they're  a  man  or  woman?     ;:o,    I  don't  really 

think  so.     I  do  think  that  various  people  are  much  more  apt  to 
be  responsive  to  the  public,   and  I  think  that  possibly  the 
more  ambitious  a  person  is  In  public  office,   ambitious.   t>erhpm.<? 
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I'.illsi  to  so  on  to  an  other  public  office,   to  rise  higher  In  the 

game i   can  make  you  little  more  responsive  to  the  feelings  of  the 
electorate.      I  think  a  person  in  my  position,   having  no  desire 
to  become  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,   or  going  on  to 
another  elected  position,   or  to  run  for  the  assembly,   perhaps 
would  be  apt  to  be  a  little  more  blunt.     Say,    "this  is  exactly 
how  I  feel  about  it,   and  I'm  not  going  to  change  no  matter  what 
you  say,   because  I  have  these  facts  in  front  of  me"  and  if 
you're  going  to  run  for  these  other  public  offices,   you're  very, 
very  conscious  all  the  time  that  this  is  a  vote  that  you  may  win 
or  loose.     So,   these  are  the  pressures  that  I  think  are  put  on 
6  individuals     In  politics,  and  accounts  for  —  what  do  they  say?— 

the  backroom  politics  that  we've  heard  about  for  so  many 
years?     The  things  that  are  settled  in  the  cigar  smoke  filled 
room?  [laughter]}     The  trades  that  are  made,   the  deals  that  are 
done.     The  things  that  brought  about  the  Brown  Act.     That  can 
become  an  extremely  complicated  field.     It's  extremely  interested 
to  find  out  some  of  the  things  people  will  vote  for  or  against, 
I  think,   one  of  the  tings  you've  sot  to  remember  when  you  go  to 

the  polls,  maybe  you  don't  particularly  like  someone  particularly 

Is 
well,   but  is  he  knowledgeable, /he     honest,   and  will  he  serve 

his  community.     You  may  not  personally  like  him,   you  may  not 
want  to  spedd  your  social  litfe     with  him  or  her,  but  nonetheless, 
if  you  are  an  Intelligent  person,   you  don't  want  to  be 
considering  it  from  that  point  of  view.     You  should  be 
considering  It  from  the  point  of  view  of  their  education  and 
qualification  and  dedication. 

Hclntfcret     Do  you  feel  there  might  be  a  difference  between  a  man's  and  a 
woman's  decision  making  process? 
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Kills:  Again,    I  think  It  doesn't  have  anything  to  do  with  a  man  or 

a  uonan. 

Koiitirei     I. ore  to  the  Individual? 

Hills t  It's  more  to  the  Individual.      I  refer  back  to  the  things  that  I 

Just  said  in  the  last  few  nlnutes. 

Ko3ntirei     Eave  you  in  making  your  decisions  for  certain  issues  on  the 

council,   how  do  you  come  about  to  make  these  decisions.      Do  you 
make  them  on  independent  personal  assessment  or  do  you 
respond  to  community  pressure,   or  have  you  tried  to  be  effective 
with  your  fellow  board  members? 

Kills i  Well,    I  don't  like  to  think  that  I  respond  to  community  pressure 

other  than  the  fact  that  if  you  are  convinced  that  the  electorate 
those  people  who  go  to  the  polls,   if  you're  convinced  that  the 
greatest  majority  of  them  want  that,   then  you  have  to  almost 
feel  that  you  have  to  vote  for  that.     On  the  other  hand,   if 
you  have  run  and  stated  sWtething  In  your  campaign  that   "I 
do  not  believe  that  we  should  give  up  the  beach  property  that's 
in  question,"  and  that,   by  the  way  is  in  the  courts  --  It's 
never  come  to  court,   but  there's  a  suit  and  a  countersuite 
on  this  beach  property  in  question  —  and,    I  have  expressed 
exactly  how  I  feel  about  that,    I'm  not  going  to  let  a  number 
of  people,  no  matter  how  many  came  and  talked  to  me,   but  that 
I  am  convinced  I  am  right  on,  and  I  have  told  them  that  beflre, 
and  that's  the  way  I'm  going  to  vote. 

McEntirei     Then  you  would  vote  against  the  constituency  for  their  own  good? 

Kills «  If  it  were  Just  the  number  of  people  coming  to  me,   yes,   I  would. 

As  long  as  they  knew  this  In  the  first  place.     Of  course,   it 
isn't  always  that  easy.     Sometimes  some  problems  come  up  that 
have  ~  were  not  existing  when  you  ran  for  the  office  and  were 
never  mentioned,   and  it  is  very  difficult  to  tell  Just  because 
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some  people  come  and  talk  to  you  and  pressure  you  whether  this 
Is  how  the     people  would  vote  If  It  came  to  a  vote.     You  still 
have  to  make  a  decision.     Usually  the  people  who  are  against 
something  are  the  lomdest.     Thepeople  who  are  for  things  aren't 
usually  too  talkative.     It's  the  aglner  who  makes  the  Host 
noise i   and  you  have  to  remember  this,   because  If  10  people  come 
and  tell  you  they  are   Just  violently  opposed  to  this  and  so 
on,   you  have  to  think  about  the  other  6,^50  or  60  or  whatever 
It  Is.      Youmcan't  let  these  ten  do  all  the  swaying,   and  this 
can  very  often  happen  at  a  public  hearing,  where  you  hear  what 
you  would  term  a  minority  voice  making  an  awful  big  racket. 
So,   especially  In  a  general  law  city  such  as  this,   where  the 
five  councilman  are  elected  —  you're  not  elected  from 
districts,  we're  elected  over  the  whole  area,   and  we're  a 
council  at  large,   all  five  of  us,    so  you're  not  representing 
any  particular  closed  In  area.     You're  representing  the  whole 
city. 

MoEntiret      How  do  you  succeed  or  fall  In  persuading  your  board  members  to 
your  point  of  view.     Are  you,   as  a  woman,   not  listened  to  as 
much  as  a  man  would  be? 

Kills «  No,    I  think  I  can  be  quite  definite  In  this.     If  I  feel  strongly 

enough  about  It,   In  fact,  we  had  something  pass  a  month  ago 
at  a  council  meeting,   that  It  never  occurred  to  me  that  It 
would  because  I  have  always  been  so  opposed  to  this  little 
village  having  this  big  chopping  center  come  In  —  we're 
going  to  be  big  time  like  Los  Angeles  —  knowing  that  It  was 
to  be  very  dlffluult  on   some  of  the   small  business  here  In 
the  center  of  town,    I  was  very  opposed  to  it.     Naturally,    I 
was  also  prejudiced.      I  was  running  a  business  In  the  center 
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of  town,   that's  for  real  sure.     So  I  fought  this  in  every  way 
I  oould.     Have  tried  as  long  as  I  oould  to  warn  them  that  they 
were  going  to  have  to  fight  for  their  rights  and  upgrade 
their  stores  and  look  more  attractive,   and  you'd  better  get 
prepared  for  this,   because  apparently  you're  going  to  have  it 
whether  you  like  it  or  not.     This  particular  thing,   in  fact 
a  parade  ~  Gerdono  [?]  sent  their  public  relations  man  in  to 
say  they  were  going  to  have  some  merry-so-round  rounds 
rides  in  front  of  their  store  this  particular  day,   and 
they  were  bringing  In  this  man  and  wife  who  have  this 
kind  of  a  carnival  operation  —  to  bring  these  rides  in,   and 
would  the  council  allow  them  not  to  pay  the  regular  fees  that 
are  required  in  bringing  something  like  this  in?     In  other 
words,   attack  them. 

The  councilman  sitting  next  to  me  was  muttering  and 
saying  "No  way  am  I  going  to  go  for  that."     Somebody  did  make 
the  move  that   It  be  allowed.      I  never,    ever  thought  that  the 
thing  would  pass.      I  abstained  from  voting  and  the  next  one 
said,    "no,"     and  the  other  two  said   "yes,"  so  it  was  granted 
to  them I 

Well,    I  was  fit  to  be  tied I      I  was     out  in  the  street 
the  next  morning.     Well*   what  do  you  know,   you  friendly  merchants 
down  here.     You  don't  back  me  up  when  you  come  to  these  meetings, 
and  someone's  going  to  come  In  and  put  some  rides,   and  get 
away  with  paying  half  the  normal  price  required,  and  take  the 
money  out  of  town,  and  nobody  going*  to  have  your  fees  when 
it  comes  around.     Well  I  screamed  and  Jielled  so  much  to  the 
one  councilman,   because  I  oould  not  bring  this  back  to  the 
council  having  abstained,   or  if  I'd  voted  I'd  have  voted  no, 
I'd  have  been   one  of  the  loosing  ones,  and  you  can  not  bask 
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I  Ills i     to  have  it  reheard.   You  have  to  be  one  of  the  ones  who 
voted  yes. 

So,  I  nade  such  a  big  noise  and  scream  about  it  that  he 
introduced  it  next  time  and  asked  that  it  be  rescindedi  and  that 
they  have  to  pay  their  regular  thing  —  the  regular  amount  — 
and,  what  do  you  know?  AB3.  five  of  them  voted  to  have  it 
rescinded.   I  had,  in  the  meantime,  asked  the  city  attorney 
if  I  necessarily  should  consider  that  I  had  a  conflict  of 
interest.  He  said, he  didn't  think  I  had  a  conflict  of 
interest  at  all,  but  to  change  the  assessment  of  something  was 
as  much  ri:;ht  as  anybody  else,  and  so  it  was  a  five  to  nothing 
vote  to  rescind  that.  So,  I  can  yell  along  with  the  best  of 
them. 

McEntlrei  When  you  Introduce  a  measure  or  a  bill  to  the  council  do  you 
find  that  you  have  to  show  more  facts,  and  know  more  about 
this  issue  than  a  man  would  have  to  do  when  you  introduce  it? 

Mills i     No. 

KoEntlrei  Are  you  willing  to  take  the  Initiative  in  policy  matters? 

Kills.     Yes. 

MoT5ntire»  Have  you  ever  been  declared  over- emotional  by  board  members,  or 
have  you  been  so  on  an  issue? 

Kills i     No. 

McESitiret  Is  there  any  degree  of  specialization  on  the  board? 

Kills »     You  mean  does  one  person  take  one  thing  and  somebody  else 
take  another  thing. 

:.cJntirei  We  can  deal  with  that. 

Kills i     Well,  sometimes  there  are  assignments  to  do  by  council  members, 
to  serve  on  a  commission  or  meet  with  others,  or  perhaps  to 
make  reports  to  the  council.  Usually  it's  asked  the  someone 
take  the  .1ob  of  watching  those  measures  that  are  brought 


Kills:  "before  the  assembly  and  the  senatet   the  state  legislature, 

and  what  way  they  would  affect  our  particular  city  or  areaf 
and  which  ones  we  should  be  watching  out  for.      I  have  never 
happened  to  be  In  that  particular  position,  but  on  the 
other  hand  haven't  been  particularly  happy  with  the  person  who 
as  had  it,   either.      I  an  hoping  because  we  are  forming  a  new 
council  as  of  Tuesday  night  that  this  assignment  will  go  to 
soneone  else.      I  think  sometimes,    I  think  that  you  have  to  look 
at   somebody's  qualifications  in  making  these  assignments,   and 
sometimes  it's  gone  to  the  wrong  one,   but   I  imageine  this  has 
happened  in  other  places,   too. 

McSitirai      How  dl  you  keep  in  touch  with  your  const! tuentK,   those  who 

don't  come  forward?     Is  there  any  special  way  to  try  to  keep  up. 

Mills:  Well,   most  of  mine  is  meeting  with  business  merchant's  assooiatlo 

and  dealing  with  Cteunber  of  Commerce  or  perhaps  in  what  social 
life  I  manage  in  between  which  isn't  too  much  of  trying  to 
agitate  then  enough  to  think  about  things,   to  express  themselves, 
I  find  that  unless  there  Is  an  election,   and  even  sometimes  when 
there's  an  election,   there's  a  tremendous  amount  of  voters  who 
can  be  apathetic  in  between  times  unless  It's  something  that 
happens  to  touch  their 

Ifm  sure  that  we've  had  many,  uany  more  important 
thinss  than  watching  a  dog  out  here  when  it's  off  a  leash, 
which  is  again  the  city  law.     We  had  a  real  to  do  over  a  leash 
law  that  we  went  through.     We  had  so  many  dogs  running  loose 
and  they  became  an  enormous  nuisance,   especially  on  the  beach. 
This  evoked  more  uproar  and  made  more  space  in  the  newspaper 
than  any  dnumber  of  things  that  were  far  more  important  in 
the  city.     But  somebody  had  a  dog  that  he  didn't  want  to  keep 
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penned  in,  and  someone  wanted  a  doc  to  be  an.  a  leashf  and 
dear  God,  I  never  heard  so  many  different  sides  to  dogs  in 
my  whole  life!  [Laughter]  liy  partner  in  my  business,  whom 
I  brought  in  later,  happens  to  be  a  dog  fancier  and  owns 
do^s  ihimself ,  and  he  was  extremely  opposed  to  this,  and  I  took 
a  bad  beating  from  him.  [Laughter]  Then  it  got  to  be 
laughable.   Sometimes  you  get  uproars  over  unexpected  things, 
itirei  How  do  you  respond  to  specail  pressures,  like  from  group 

pressures,  like  minority  pressures,  or  special  interest  groups? 
Well,  you  have  to  be  very  contained,  and  you  have  to  be  very 
polite,  and  until  you  are  sure  what  they  want,  and  what  they 
want  to  say  to  you,  and  until  you've  studied  and  made  up  your 
mind,  you  had  better  be  rather  quibfe.  Don't  run  in  and  be  a 
bull  in  a  china  shop.  Sometimes  they  don't  really  know  what 
they  want.  We  had  a  young  girl  who  goes  to  city  college, 
Irene  Ortiz  run  this  time  for  council.   She  was  very  definitely 
running  as  a  representative  of  minority  group,  and  in  fact, 
I'll  say  two  minority  groups  [laughter]  shall  we  put  it  that 
way?  The  kids  and  the  Mexican-American •  I  felt  she  was 
being  used  by  a  rebel  group  at  city  college.   I  didn't  think  she 
had  the  qualifications.  She  never  attended  a  council  meeting 
in  all  that  time  that  she  declared  her  intention  to  run  and 
file.  She  came  to  one  combined  planning  and  council  meeting 
where  she  went  in  and  out,  and  in  no  maiteier,  shape,  or  form 
did  she  show  that  she  was  responsible  enough  to  have  this 
office.  Because  of  some  very  unusual  circumstances  in  this 
election,  she  pulled  a  larger  vote  than  she  normally  would  have, 
but  that  is  a  real  long  story,  and  I  won't  try  to  go  into  that. 
But  she  was  the  lowest  on  it. 
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Mis i  I  think  If  we  could  get  this  clear  th  them,   that  you  have  a 

perfect  right  to  cone  to  this  council  meetings,    that  this  Is 

Irhere,   If  you  have  problems,   you  say  what  your  problems  are 
and  what  you  think  should  be  done  about  it.     We  have  a  iiexioan- 
American  on  our  council,  by  the  way,   so  It  wasn't  a  matter  that 
you  didn't  have  anyone  representing  you.      Jut,   when  you  file 
for  an  office  and  you  never  come  near  a  council  meetingf   you're 
not  very  convinced  of  the  person's  sincerity  as  to  trying  to 
make  thenselves  heard  or  aware.       I  still  happen  to  be  a  person 
will  have  to  be  convinced  that  the  eighteen  to  twenty-one  year 
old  is  ready  for  these  responsibilities,   but  I '4  willing  to  be 
convinced.      I'm  openmlnded. 

McQitiret     How  do  you  react  to  criticism  which  you  nir;ht  feel  is  unfair 
or  uninformed? 

Mills «  Well,    if  it's  a  newspaper  editorial,    I  can  become  very  Indignant 

if  I  think  it's  misrepresenting  me,   and  I  have  no  hesitation 
In   saying  so  to  anybody  who  will  listen.      If  it's  Just,    somebody 
cones  along  and  says  so  and  so  says  you  didn't  do  this  right, 
or  so  and  so  doesn't  like  you,   or  this  and  that,    I  dismiss  it. 
As  you  occasionally  do,   get  somebody  who  gets  up  In  the  council 
meeting  and  decides  to  berate  you,    it's  usually  better  to  do 
nothing.     To  smile  sweetly  and  let  it  pass. 

MoEntiret      Do  you  think  that  men  and  women  might  react  differently  to 
criticism? 

Mills t  Again  I  say  It's  the  Individual,      die  of  our  councilman  finds 

it  very,   very  difficult  to  take  criticism.      I  think  —  you 
hav«  to  be  ready  to  take  it,    let's  put  It  that  way.     You 
don't  want  to  get  all  excited  and  have  your  feelings  hurt  and 
be  in  uproar.      You  Just  know  you're  going  to  be  criticized 
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Mlllsi  a  certain  percentageof  the  tine,   and  you  might  as  well  face 

It  unless  you  want  to  make  yourself  miserable. 

KcEntirei      T  ow  has  the  effective  of  counollwoman  had  on  your  private 

life?     Has  It  curtailed  any  of  the  things  you  like  to  do  In  your 
private  time? 

;  illsj  Well,    I  can't  honestly  say  that  because  from  the  time  that  I 

started  running  a  drus  store,  and  being  In  a  drug  store  and 
working  In  it,  my  life  was  pretty  well  curtailed  anyhow,  so 
I  don't  know  that  it  particularly  changed  that  very  much. 

Kills »  Uhat  has  It's  affect  been  onyour  social  life? 

Kills i  '.Tell,    that's  what  I  mean,   pretty  much.     Ly  social  life  is 

probably  the  political  life  and  the  store  life,   and,   of  course, 
I  do  have  some  very  good  friends  that  I  play  bridge  with  and 
have  dinner  with  that  may  have  overlapping  Interests,   and 
sometimes,  non  at  all. 
.•it Ire i     What  is  the  affect  on  your  business? 

Mills*  That's  an  interesting  question,   because  when   I  did  run  for 

office,   and  I  was  in  favor  of  incorporation,   I  did  loose  some 
customers  that  were  very  opposed  to  Incorporation,   and  possibly 
opposed  to  a  woman  running,   too,   for  all  I  know.      I  think  It 
balances  itself  out.      I  think  that  you  loose  some  because  of  it 
and  you  gain   some  because  of  it,    so  I  don't  think  rt  really 
makes  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  the  long  run. 

.  o  .1  tire  i      Do  you  think  that  a  woman  with  children  might,   or  should  be 
In  public  office,?       Or,   do  you  think  there  should  be  an  age 
linit? 

I'llls i  ,    I  don't  think  there  should  be  an  age  limit,   because  I  think 

It's  entirely  a  matter  of  circumstances.      I  think  what  the  woman 

:n,   too,    should  think,   is  how  much  stlne  is  this  going  to 
take  away  from  my  children  in  those  years  that  I  should  be 

with  them.  fortunately,   didn't  have  to  make   that 
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l.lllsj     decision.   But,  I  do  think  that  If  you  decided  to  have  a 

family  (and  in  this  day  and  age  it  seems  to  be  a  matter  of 
deciding)*-  that  doesn't  mean  that  I  approve  of  it,  but  it 
is  a  fact i  nonetheless)  that  this  should  be  something  that  you 
should  very  definitely  consider  In  —  whatever  your  convictions 
are  about  raising  children.  I,  personally, do  not  favor  the 
communistic  or  socialist  approach  of  putting  them  in  croup 
schools  aid  going  off  and  leaving  then  for  somebody  else  to  do  It 
If  you  do,  I  don't  suppose  it  would  make  any  difference,  but  I 
whould  feel  that  you  should  very  definitely  have  to  wlegh  the 
facts  of  how  much  are  you  going  to  take  away  from  your  children, 
and  what  is  it  going  to  do  to  them  if  you  do  it. 
itirei   For  your  Job  as  a  councllwoman,  what  do  you  use  for  sources  of 

information  to  keep  yourself  in  touch  with  the  situation? 

Kills  i     ."ell,  if  it's  things  that  the  assembly,  senate,  legislature,  are 
doing,  you're  going  to  have  to  read  those  and  follow  them  in 
the  newspaper  ~  what  bills  are  coming  up.  Again,  this  is 
where  you  like  to  be  advised  either  by  your  city  manager  ot 
whoever  las  got  this  particular  little  committee,  as  to  what  is 
important  to  your  city.  You  certainly  can't  spend  your  time 
following  every  little  bill  that  comes  out.  It  may  not  have  a 
thing  to  do  with  your  area,  or  whether  It's  good,  bad  or 
Indifferent.   But  that,  you  should  do.   You  have  a  great  deal  of 
literature  that  comes  from  the  League  of  California  Cities  which 
can  be  very  helpful  also  in  that  particular  area,  too,  they  do 
a  sraat  deal.  Following  your  own  newspaper  —  the  newspapers  in 
the  area  around  you.    Ing  alert  to  what's  going  on. 
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tire i      In  reading  newspapers,   or  articles  that  have  been  published.! 
how  do  you  go  about  evaluating  then  and  determining  what  to 
believe  and  what  not  to  believe? 

Kills  i  [laughter])     Uell,    in  relation  to  our  present  newspaper,   I  don't 

believe  a  word  he  says,   practically,    so  I  spend  most  of  my  time 
trying  to  tell  everybody  that  that  is  for  the  birds.     Well,    I 
think  that  this  takes  years  of  doing,   of  kn owing  what  newspaper 
leans  in  what  direction ,   such  as  the  Los  Angeles  Times*     I  was 
practically  bom  and  raised  with  it  in  my  hands,   and  to  this 
day  take  it,   although  I  have  lived  in  several  other  places,    have 
always  taken  the  Los  Angeles  Timesi   because  I  don't  think  the 
day  starts  until  I  see  what's  going  on  in  the  Times*      I  don't 
believe  everything  that's  in  the     L.  A.   Tines,    either,   and  I 
think  that  this  is  very  necessary  if  you  are  coing  to  be  An 
intelligent  person,   to  question  those  things.     Y.'hat's  your 
proof?     Let  me  know  why?     You  Just  don't  believe  everything  Just 
because  it's  in  black  and  white. 

In  sevalutfcing  your  experience  as  a  counciluoaan,   has  serving 
in   this  position  been  any  different  than  what  you  expected  when 
you  first  ran? 

:o,    I  don't  think  so.      In  regards  to  this  beach  question  and 
some  zoning  at  the  beach  is  one  of  the  first  —  amonst  our 
early  problems,   and  I  happen  to  be  the  one  who  was  selected  to 

berated  by  an  out-of-town  property  owner,   in  other  words, 
not  a  resident  of  the  area,   but  owned  property  in  this  area, 
so  much  so  that  even  the  ones  on  the  council  —  they  were  more 
indisnent  than   I.     So  I  feel  I  -.rent  i-i  kind  of  paired,   and 
prepared,   and  nothing  that  happens  surprises  me  very 
often . 


Kills i 
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•-ire  i      !  ow  do  you  evaluate  the  relationships  you've  had  with  the 

men  and  women  whom  you've  worked  with?     Las  the  experiences 
that  you've  had  changed  them  in  any  tray? 

Mils:  Well,    I'll  tell  you  one  thing  that  has  convinced  me  of,   working 

on  a  council  with  four  other  menf   that  when  I  hear  that  women 
talkialot,   implying  that  men  don't,    that  is  not  true,     uen 
con  talk  longer  about  a  subject,   and  take  longer  getting  to  the 
point,   and  take  longer  making  a  decision  than  most  of  the  women 
that  I've  worked  for.     itow,   maybe  this  isn't  always  true. 
Laybe  it  just  happenes  that  it's  happened  to  me,   but  I  am 
always  amazed  at  the  leggth  of  time  that  it  takes  to  talk  about 
something.      I  am  talking  about  executive  sessions,  now,   and 
usually  these  have  to  do  with  personnel,    or  choosing  a  city 
manager,   or  this  type  of  thing.     And  they  can  really,   truly 
belabor  a  subject  until  finally  I'm  usually  the  one  that  says, 
"Well,    I,   personally  have  had  it.     How  much  longer  are  we  going 
to  take?"     Then  one  will  say,    "Let  me  say  Just  thisi'     Or, 
"Let  me  say  Just  that."     And  finally,    it's   Just  they  take 
forever.      I  mean,   they  take  two  hours  in  what  can  be  done  in 
forty  minutes,   as  far  as  I'm  concerned.      That,    I  suppose,    is 
my  only  anti-man  statement.      [Laughter] 
; tire i      What  do  you  think  the  future  of  women  in  politics  might  be? 

Kills «  Well,    I  think  if  we  look  at  the  country  in  the  last  five 

years,    I  can't  give  you  the  statistics,   although  I'm  always 
quite  astonished  at  how  few  women  are  in  elected  offices,    I 
think  it  still  remains  in  the  hundreds  over  the  entire  country, 
you  probably  know  better  than  I,    I'm  not  even  ^oing  to 
hazard  a  guess,   tut  I  know  I  was  greatly  astonished  whem  I 
heard  the  last  figure.     But  nonetheless,   thcr  are  more  women 
in  politics  than  there  were  ten  years  ac;o,    I'm  sure,   and  a 
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:il?  much  larger  percent  than  there  were  twenty  or  thirty  years 

ago,   so  I  presume  that  they  will  increase.      I  would  hope  that 
It  wouldn't  be  done   Just  by  some  to  prove  that  it  can  be  done. 
I   hope  that  they  like  to  do  it,    that  they  can  be  dedicated  to 
do  it,   and  be  sure  that  they  have  the  proper  qualifications  to 
do  it.     If  that  is  so,    then  I  think  they  can  do  a  real  good 
Job.     If  it's   Just  to  put,    Just  to  say,    "OK,   we  can  get  women 
in  there  if  we  want  to,"  then  I  think  that's  a  little  bit  silly. 
•Entire  i        ould  you  support  other  women  who  were  qualified  to  enter 

politics? 
ills:  Definitely! 

KcSntlrei      Do  you  have  any  reasons  as  to  why  more  women  do  not  enter 
politics? 

Mills:  Well,    I  have  been  a  little  bit  pothered  about  that  here.      I  was 

hopins  because  I  do  not  plan  to  run  in  two  years,   and  I'll  bet 
you  that  thousands  of  politicians  have  said  this  in  the  past, 
but  I  sincerely  do  not  Intent  to  run,  well,    I'm  sure  I  won't. 
It  would  take  a  great  deal  of  convincing   [laughter]  before 
I  would,   because  it's  an  age  thing,   and  I  would  hope  somewheres 
along  this  line  I  can  retire,   and  perhaps  travel  a  little  bit, 
and  have  a  little  bit  easier  type  of  life,   because  by  this 
tine  I  will  be  approaching  sixty-six,   and  I  think  it's  time  that 
—  I  think  new  people  should  cone  in,   younger  people  should 
cone  in  and  replace  you.     In  this  time,   In  this  last  two 
years,    I  have  been  kind  of  searching  for  a  woman  that   I  thought 
maybe  I  could  Interest  In  this.     Someone  who  would  be  qualified. 
I  know  three  or  four  qualified  women,   but  they  don't  want  any 
part  of  it.     And,   you  can't  make  somebody  do  something  they 
don't  wait  to  do.      We've  had  some  men  vho  —  well,   one  or 
two  have  run  — •  who,    In  my  estimation,   were  not  qualified. 
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But  as  a  result,    I  did  Join  an  organisation,   and  that  was  one 
of  the  reasons  I   Joined  it,    the  American   Business  Women's 
Association,   thinking,   well,   perhaps  this  will  give  me  a  place 
to  see  more  women,    observe  them  running  an  organization  and 
interested  in   it.     And,    I  haven't  found  anybody,   yetlthat  seems 
to  be  interested  —  particularly  interested  in  political 
aspects.     !:aybe,   hopefully,    I  will  in  the  next  two  years. 
[Laughter}     But  that's  why  I  haven't.       .ow,    I  do  know 
women  councilmen,   you  understand.       'ot  at  the  present  time, 
but  in  Santa  Barbara  there  was  a  woman  councilman  there. 
There's  one  in  Park,   one  in  Ventura.      I  think  in 

Santa  Anna  County  there's  a  mayor,   aid  there's  one  up  around 
your  area,    one  up  around  Oakland,   that's  a  mayor  of  a  city  up 
there. 

Then  the  last  ttmeq,   they  have  to  want  to  do  it,   and  they 
have  to  like  to  do  it,   and  they  have  to  have  the  qualifications. 
I  have  lots  of  people  say,    HTJcll,   what  in  earth  do  you  want  to 
do  that  for?"  People  call  you  names  and  Get  mad  at  you,   and 
you  cive  all  that  time  for  it,   and  you?  certainly  don't  get 
paid  properly,   and  people  don't  even  thank  you  most  of  the  time." 
And  It  all  bolls  down  to  basically,    sure,   dedication,  and  you're 
interested  in  your  city,  but  you  have  to  like  to  do  it,   too.     You 

have  to  be  interested  in  politics,  which  is  where  the  little 

a  bit 
difference  that  I  keep  trying  to  nako,   and  I'm  not/sure 

that  I'm  making  that  point  when   I  say,    "You  shouldn't  do  it 

Just  to  put  a  woman  there."     You 'TO  ^ot  to  like  to  do  it.     You've 

t  to  like  politics.      You  have  to  be  interested  In  legislation, 
and  the  management  of  a  city  or  a  county  or  a  state  or  your 
country.      You  have  to  want  to  do  it,   too. 
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:  c  r.tlret  Are  you  satisfied  as  befcng  effective  as  a  public  servant? 

::ills:     Oh,  I  think  I'm  as  effective  as  it's  possible  to  toe  in  a  little 
city.  [Laughter]  One  of  my  very  strong  feelings  is  about 
people  and  their  voting  habits,  such  as  we  all  know,  and  you 
have  a  presidential  election,  and  the  tremendous  nunbers  that 
turn  out  for  it  in  proportion  to  the  inportaiice  of  being  a 
senator,  or  your  state  legislatures  or  so  forth,  we  probably 
get  less  and  less  and  less  turn  out.  I  happen  to  feel  that 
the  most  Important  election  that  should  ~o  to  is  the  one  in  your 
own  local  area,  because  generally  speaking,  this  is  where  the 
politician  starts.  Someplace,  somewhere,  he  starts  in  these 
smaller  Jobs.  And  this  is  where  you  can  see  him,  and  know  if 
he  is  qualified,  and  know  if  he's  an  honest  man,  and  how  he 
performs  there.  And  so  this  is  probably,  basically,  the  most 
Important  of  all  the  elections,  the  one  in  the  little  town, 
or  in  your  city,  or  in  your  district,  or  in  your  county.  But 
this  is  the  area  where  you  can  know  these  people,  you  can 
find  out  about  them.   By  the  time  they  have  got  to  be  Senator 
from  iialne,  or  Senator  of  Ohio,  or  this  or  that,  and  they're 
under  that  —  it  becomes  pretty  difficult  for  you  to  know 
the  personal  things  about  them.  He's  pretty  close  to  theref 
so  you  had  better  all  be  pretty  Interested  In  your  local 
election. 

MoEhtire  i   Do  you  think  terms  of  office  should  be  limited  by  the  length 
of  service? 

Kills i      At  a  minute  —  terms  of  office  should  limited  by  thelength 
of  service. 

I  c  ntirei   3y  how  long  you  serve  in  the  office? 

i.llls:      .o,  I  don't.  I  have  one  friend  who  never  votes  for  the  same 
person  tvrice,  because  she  things  that's  how  you  keep  them 


. 
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I'.illcj  honest.     That  you  don't  want  to  leave  thorn  In  long  enoigi. 

I  think  that  that  is  a  tremendous  waste,   if  that  prevailed, 
of  good  people  able  to  do  things,   for  a  person  to  put  somebody 
in  for  some  position  for  a  year  and  then  throw  them  out,   and 
they've  been  a  good  person  in  that?         nt's  pretty  silly. 
A  ooporation  certainly  does  not  operate  that  way.     Private 
business  would  find  themselves  in  a  terrible  ness,   and  I  do 
not  think  that  we  should  be  any  different  than  private  business 
in  that  respect.     Although  I  am  afraid  ire  are  with  some  of  our 
beauraoracy. 

Kcliitlrej      Do  you  think  the  terra  of  office  should  be  limited  by  age? 

Mills  j  o,  no  more  than   I  think  a  person  should  be  limited  by  ace 

in  driving  a  car.      I  have  known  some  people  sixty-five  to  seventy 
five  — 

[end  of  side  two  —  balance  of  interview  submitted  in  writingO 

Kills t  —  or  older,   granted  I  realize  that  chances  from  sixty  years  on 

of  your  physical  and  even  mental  reflexes  are  going  to  slow 
down.     But  you  cannot   judge  by  ace.      I  knot:  people  who  still 
are  driving  and  driving  well  and  over  sixty  and  I've  seen  some 
people  who  were  younger  and  couldn't  drive  at  all.      I  don't 
think  age  should  be  a  qualification, 
tire:      One  question  I  should  have  asked  before  Is  why  you  think  women 

are  not  interested  in  politics, 
.ills:  I  didn't  mean  not  necessarily  not  interested  in  politics  at 

all i   but  they  don't  want  to  participate  actively  in  politics. 
I  can't  seem  to  find  those  who  are  perhaps  it's  that  they&re 
fearful  of  entering  a  field  that's  been  predominantly  male. 
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11s i  Perhaps,   but  I  don't  know,   it  might  bo  the  aspect  of  losing 

your  family  by  entering  the  field  of  politics, 
tire  i     Thank  you  very  much  for  the  intervldw. 
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pJTSRVITSW  WITH  JUDG3  IIAT1Y  JO  ROGAN 

Annandt  This  Is  an  Interview  of  municipal  court  Judge  of  Burbank,  the 
Honorable  Judge  Rogan.  The  Interview  took  place  In  Judge 
Roman's  chambers  at  city  hall,  300  South  Olive  Streeti  In 
Burbank  at  4iOO,  April  20,  1972.  It  Is  an  Interesting  tape. 
In  the  background  there  Is  some  disturbance  with  fire  sirens. 
the  Interviewer  Is  Catherine  Annand. 

Annandi  Judge  Rogan,  would  you  please  give  me  some  Information  about 
your  past  background  before  going  Into  public  life? 

Rogan i   Yes,  I  attended  school  in  New  Eaven,  Connecticut,  my  birthplace. 
I  went  to  the  local  high  school  there,  Public  High  flohool,  and 
attended  Albertus  Magnus  College  there  In  Hew  Haven,  Connecticut, 
where  I  graduated  In  1936  Magaa  cum  lauda,  and  I  went 
Immediately  into  the  Yale  Law  School,  and  received  by  UL.B. 
degree  from  there.  While  In  the  law  school,  I  was  a  member  of 
the  editorial  board  of  the  Yale  Law  Journal.  Upon  graduating 
from  Yale  and  receiving  my  degree  I  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Connecticut  In  July  of  1939,  and  then  went  to  wrrk  for  the 
Treasury  Department  In  Washington,  where  I  was  with  the  Office 
of  the  Ganeral  Counsel  up  until  1944.  In  19^2,  after  my  marriage, 
my  husband  went  away  In  the  Navy.  Shortly  after  that  our  first 
child  was  bom  and  I  went  back  to  my  home  In  New  Haven, 
Connecticut.   gDu  .you  want  all  tl.il  n  bnr1rornnni-17Q_ 


Annandt 

Rogan  i   And  after  our  first  child,  Patrick,  was  bom  (that  was  while  my 
husband  was  overseas)  I  worked  for  a  law  firm  in  New  Haven, 
Connecticut,  Wiggins  and  Dana,  for  one  year,  where  I  did  many 
interesting  things  In  private  practice. 
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Rogani   I  had  In tended  formerly  to  go  back  to  my  job  In  the  Tresury 

Department,  but  found  that  it  was  much  more  oonvtoalent  to  stay 
In  Hew  Haven,  where  my  family  would  help  me  with  the  ciMlcare 
that  I  needed  while  my  husband  was  away  while  I  was  working. 
And  that  was  the  reason  that  I  went  into  private  practice  in 
stead  of  going  back  to  my  Job  in  the  treasury,  from  which  I 
had  a  leave  of  absence. 

Hhen  my  husband  got  out  of  the  Navy  we  came  to  Burbank, 
California,  which  was  his  home,  and  I  then  studied  for  the  bar 
here  and  was  admitted  to  the  California  bar  in  January  of  19^7* 
I  was  in  private  practice  in  between  children.  Ky  husband  and 
I  had  six  children,  and  I  went  back  into  practice,  oh, 
approximately  19^9 »  as  I  said,  taking  time  out  for  children  up 
until  the  birth  of  my  last  child  in  1955*  Then  I  was  in  private 
practice  up  until  19^5 »  when  I  was  appointed  by  Governor  Brown 
to  the  municipal  court  of  the  Burbank  judicial  district.  Does 
that  cover  my  background  somewhat? 

Annandi   Yes. 

Rogani   I  was  re-elected  to  this  office  —  it  actually  was  the  first  time 
that  I  ran  for  election  this  past  election  —  but  since  I  was 
unopposed,  my  name  did  not  appear  on  the  ballot. 

Annandi  5Kow  long  have  you  been  in  office? 

Rogani   Since  1965* 

Annandi  Eow  did  you  reach  the  decision  to  accept  the  appointment  of  this 
office? 

Regan  i   Well,  I  suppose  every  attorney  has  some  ambition  in  his  mind  to 
become  a  Judge  at  some  time,  and  it  is  an  exalted  position  which 
I  aspired  to.  ft  came  at  a  time  when  I  felt  that  I  oould  (that 
is,  my  children  were  far  enough  along)  handle  the  Job  In  view 
of  the  age  they  had  attained  at  that  time. 
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Annaidi   Judge  Tiogan,  what  was  the  date  that  you  took  office? 

Bogani   I  actually  took  my  oath  of  office  on  April  20,  1965,  and 

it  was  around  Kay  that  I  actually  started  my  work  as  a  Judge 
here,  :,ay  of  '65. 

Rogani   Were  you  influenced  at  all  by  your  parents  to  pursue  the  career  of 
a  lawyer? 

Annandi  Yes,  they  encouraged  me,  and  so  did  my  brother  who  is  a  lawyer 
and  a  graduate  of  the  Yale  law  School.  In  fact,  my  family  have 
always  supported  my  educational  pursuits  and  have  been  most 
encouraging.  My  mother  and  father  are  now  deceased,  bjrt  at  that 
time  they  encouraged  me  to  go  as  far  as  ::  could  educationally. 
They  backed  me  all  the  way.  I  was  encouraged  by  my  brother 

Initially  to  apply  for  the  Yale  Law  School.  Originally  I  had 

-\<2oc'+,&<r 
intended  to  be  a  school  y«»r.  When  I  got  out  of  college  --  at 


least  the  senior  year  when  I  was  frooking  toward  the  future  was 
a  bad  year  for  employment  as  a  teacher.  I  was  qualified  to  teach 
both  aiglish  and  French,  having  received  credit  for  those 
subjects  in  college,  English  being  my  major.  But,  unfortunately, 
or  fortunately  as  it  turned  out  at  the  time,  Jobs  were  very 
scare.  It  was  sort  of  a  post-Depression  era,  and  there  were  many 
Ph.D.s  waiting  in  line  to  get  Jobs  in  the  teaching  field  in  my 
home  town.  I  had  not  decided  what  to  do  when  I  was  unable  to 
receive  an  appointment  as  a  teacher.  Ily  brother  at  that  time 
said,  "Why  don't  you  apply  and  go  to  law  school?"   That  was  really 
the  first  idea  I  had  about  going  into  law. 


Grossman 


• 


I 


.     . 


Annandi  Do  you  think  that  political  connections  or  Important  friends  have 
anything  to  do  with  being  appointed  to  this  position? 

Rogani   You  mean,  as  a  Judge? 

Annandi  Yes. 

Rogani        Well,   I  think  it  helps.     I  don't  think  it  can  be  the  only  method 
of  obtaining  an  appointment.     I  think  you  have  to  be  a  person  of 
ability,   because  Important  friends  won't  help  you  get  appointed  If 
you  haven't  got  the  ability  to  do  the  Job.     Political  connections 
are  not  enough,  you  have  to  pass  the  approval  of  your  peers,  members 
of  the  bar  who  are  asked  to  submit  their  opinion  about  you  before 
the  governor  makes  his  decision.      I  have  no  doubt  that  a  person 
who  has  only  political  connections  and  no  qualifications  to 
recommend  him,  would  not  receive  the  recommendation  of  other 
lawyers  and  be  appointed. 

Annandi     Judge  Regan,   from  your  experience  do  you  think  women  make  better 
Judges  than  men? 

Rogani        Well,   I  would  not  make  a  sweeping  generalization  of  that  nature. 

I  think  they  make  good  Judges.     I  don't  think  that  being  a  Judge  or 
a  lawyer  is  something  that's  dependent  upon  sex.     I  think  a  good 
mind  and  an  Intelligent  appraisal  of  the  case  before  you,   and  the 
proper  research  does  not  depend  upon  your  sex.     So  I  don't  feel 
that  women  are  superior  to  men  or  vice  versa  In  anything  they 
do.     I  do  believe  that  all  of  them  should  have  equal  opportunities 
to  advance  In  accordance  with  their  abilities,   and  not  because  of 
any  sex  problem.     I  do  feel  that  sometimes,   perhaps,   a  woman  would 
be  more  understanding  on  some  situations  than  would  a  man.     I  thlnl 
that's  true  both  In  the  legal  profession  and  as  a  Judge.     That 
In  perhaps  some  of  the  problems  Involving  women  and  children!   a 
woman  who's  had  the  experience  that  I  have  had  with  children  might 
have  a  slightly  different  approach  from  a  man  who  had  not  had  that 
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Rogan »       mother  might  take  a  different  view  than  I  would  take  on  certain 
types  of  Issues.     I  don't  think  you  can  really  generalize 
as  to  these  things.     I  think  they  depend  upon  the  particular  case 
and  the  background  that  you  bring  to  It. 

Annandi     Judge  Rogan,   you  mentioned  that  you  attended  Yale  Law  School? 

Regan «        Yes . 

Annandi      How  many  women  were  there  at  that  time? 

Rogani        I  believe  in  my  own  class  there  were  only  — •  there  were  Just 

four  of  us  In  my  class,  and  I  think  during  the  time  I  was  there 
there  weren't  more  than  about  twelve  woman  In  the  whole  school* 
I  believe  they  have  many  more  than  that  now. 

Annandi     Did  you  receive  any  discrimination  while  you  were  In  law  school? 

Rogani        To  some  extent ,   because  the  women  were  so  few  In  number  that  they 
taaded     to  be  singled  out  a  little  more,   perhaps.     Sometimes  when 
there  was  some  embarrassing  case  a  girl  would  be  called  on  rather 
than  a  boy.     Some  professors  enjoyed  baiting  them  a  little  bit 
I  think.     But,   apart  from  that, type  of  oondeeoasslon  I  guess 
you  might  call  it,   I  think  we  were  fairly  treated.     I  don't  think 
there  ras  any  discrimination  as  far  as  our  treatment  was 
concerned.     Possibly  some  of  the  boys  thought  we  were  treated  a 
little  bit  more  gently  sometimes,   and  they  would  —  with  a 
little  bit  more  deference,  perhaps,   but  I  don't  believe  there 
was  any  discrimination  in  that  respect. 

I  think  there  was  some  feeling  —  when  I  first  went  there 
I  felt  that  some  of  the  men  in  the  class  were  a  little  bit  — 
I  wouldn't  say  discriminatory,   but  a  lot  of  them  would  ask, 
"Well,  why  did  you  want  to  go  to  lav;  school?"  as  though  it  were 
something  so  unusual  that  a  girl  should  go  to  law  school.     And  they 
seemed  to  think  if  you  wanted  to  go  to  law  school,    then  there 


, 
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Rogant   must  bo  something  wrong  with  you,  you  know,  that  kind  of  male 

chauvinistic  attitude.  But  I  think  as  tine  went  on  they  accepted 
the  clrls  Just  as  they  would  any  other  student  at  the  law  school. 
Annandi  Was  it  easy  for  you  to  start  your  practice  as  a  lawyer,  being  a 

wonan? 
Rogan  i   When  I  first  started  I  went  with  the  Treasury  Department  In 

Washington.  I  had  really  planaed  to  do  that  before  I  left  law 
school,  because  the  General  Counsel  of  the  Treasury  had  cone  to 
Yale  and  I'd  net  him,  and  he'd  encouraged  ne  to  cone  down  there 
and  seek  employment  with  the  Treasury.  I  did  not  find  any 
discrimination  In  the  United  States  government  In  that  era.  As 
an  attorney  I  was  accepted  as  the  other  attomerfres  were  and  I 
felt  no  dlscrlnlnatlon  whatsoever. 

Before  that,  It  was  the  practice  at  the  time  In  the  Yale 
Law  School  for  the  seniors,  the  third  year  class,  to  go  to  New 
York  during  Christmas  vacation  and  Job  hunt.  And,  although 
I  had  really  intended  to  go  to  Washington,  I  was  sort  of  caught  up 
In  the  fever  of  everybody  going  to  New  York  and  apply  for  Jobs, 
and  I  thought  I'd  go  too,  and  Just  see  what  It  was  like.  That  was 
quite  an  eye-opener  as  far  as  the  discriminatory  attitudes  of 
personnel  people  In  the  lawfirms  at  that  time.  I  found  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  discrimination,  a  great  deal  of  eondesoenoion, 
a  great  deal  of  patting  on  the  head  and  saying  "There,  there, 
little  girl.  Why  do  you  want  to  cone  to  the  big  olty  and 
practice  law?"  That  kind  of  thing.  And,  I  resented  it. 

I  was  Interview  by  one  man  who  wondered,  if  he  hired  me, 
if  I  frould  go  out  to  lunch  with  the  women  secretaries  and  the 
switchboard  operators,  or  whether  I  would  go  to  lunch  with  the 
nen.  I  said  that  it  wouldn't  be  a  matter  of  ooncem  with 
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Rogant   me,  that  I  night  go  with  either  one,  It  -wouldn't  bother  me  one 
way  or  another.  And  then  he  was  worried  —  another  one  was 
worried  that  I  might  not  get  along  with  some  of  their  female 

assistants  —  secretaries,  and  people  like  that.  They  didn't 
want  to  do  anything  to  Jeopardize  the  employment  of  these  people, 
and  they  were  afraid,  perfcaps  that  there  might  be  some  Jealousy 
or  some  female  quarreling  of  some  kind.  Apparently  they  had 
all  the  Imaginery  horrible  things  that  would  happen  if  they  hired 

a  woman,  because  no  woman,  apparently  had  ever  been  hired  by  these 
fizm. 

I  found  that  tiresome,  because  I  knew  that  I  had  a  good 
record,  and  were  it  not  for  my  sex,  I  would  stand  a  very  good 
chance  of  getting  employed  and  getting  very  good  offers.  F.embers 
of  the  editorial  board  of  the  Yale  Law  Journal  are  always  the 
first  employed,  the  first  employeable,  and  the  ones  that  have 
good  grades,  and  so  forth.  But,  this  was  not  true  of  a  woman. 
AJS  I  said,  It  was  quite  revealing  to  me,  and  I  was  really  upset 
when  I  got  back  and  told  the  dean  of  the  Yale  Law  school  some  of 
the  silly  questions  I'd  been  asked  when  I  was  interviewed.  He 
said,  "Well,  I  sent  you  to  the  firms  that  I  thought  would  be 

receptive  to  women.   I  don't  know  what  would  have  happened  if  I'd 
sent  you  to  some  of  the  firms  which  are  reputedly  against  hiring 


women . " 
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Well  that  Isabeing  changed  now,  and  I  understand  at  Yale 
now,  they  will  not  permit  Interviews  by  firms  who  discriminate 
against  women  at  the  law  school. 

Annandi  As  you  function  as  a  Judge,  do  you  feel  that  you  are  influenced 
by  your  femininity? 

Rogant   Well,  I  think  we're  all  influenced  by  our  own  makeup  and  nature. 
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Rogan  i        I  don't  think  could  stop  being  a  woman  and  having  it  affect  me 
in   some  respect.      But,   if  this  means  ~  if  this  means  am  I 
soft  in  some  way  wtere  I  shouldn't  be,   I  don't  think  I  particularly 
apply  that  type  of  standard.     I  do  show  compassion  where  I  feel 
compassion,   but   I  don't  think  it's  because  I'm  a  woman  that  I 
would  feel  compassion  in  certain  instances.      But  when  you're 
doing  your  Job,   you  do  it  according  to  the  way  you  feel  it  should 
be  done  according  to  the  law,   and  I  don't  think  I  let  my 
femininity  get  in  the  way  although  I  hope  I  don't  become  hard 
and  mean  or  oppressive  in  anyway  either,    if  that's  the  opposite 
of  feminity.      I  don't  think  it  is* 

Annandi      Judge  Rogan t   why  do  you  think  that  there  haan't  been  a  woman 
appointed  to  the  Supreme  Court? 

Rogani        Kale  chauvinism,    of  course.      I  think  there  are  many  qualified 
women.     I  think  appointment  of  a  woman  is  long  overdue.      I  was 
very  disappointed  when  neither  President  Johnson  nor  President 
Nixon  appointed  a  woman. 

Annandi      Why  do  you  think  there  are  so  few  women  who  go  into  law? 

Ro^ani        Well,    I  think  because  it  hasn't  been  emphasized  as  a  field  in  which 
women  can  be  very  successful  and  do  a  very  creditable   job.      I 
think  the  admission  policies  of  a  great  many  of  the  leading  law 
schools  have  been  discriminatory.     They  only  take  a  very  small 
proportion  of  women,   aid  I  guess  it's  true  that  only  a  small 
number  of  women  apply  or  has  applied  in  the  past.     But  I  think 
there  has  been  discrimination  along  that  line.     A  woman  has  to  be 
twice  as  good  as  a  man  to  get  in  in  most  of  the  leading  law 
schools.     That  necessarily  limits  the  number  who  oan  graduate 
when  the  number  is  limited.      But,   I  think  there  has  to  be  a 
better  public  relations  Job  done  by  women  in  the  law  field  to 
encourage  young  women  to  think  about  law  as  a  profession.     As 
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I  said,    I  never  thought  of  It  myself  In  my  own  connection,   until 
my  brother  made  it  seem  like  an  attainable     ideal.     I   Just  never 
thought  of  myself  in  that  role  at  all.     And  yet  my  family  saldf 
"  ^ry,   you  always  argue  about  everything,   you'd  be  a  great 
lawyer."     I  think  it's  something  we  could  encourage  girls  to  go 
into  more,   by  telling  them  that  it  is  a  good  profession  for 
women,  and  one  in  which  they  could  be  successful. 

Anaondi     Why  is  it  a  good  profession  for  women? 

Hogani        Well,   it's  a  good  profession  for  women  for  the  same  reason  that 
it's  a  good  profession  for  men,   because  it's  an  interesting  and 
stimulating  field  ~  interesting  and  intellectually  stimulating 
study,   the  study  of  law,    Itself.      I  think  It's  very  challenging. 
I  don't  think  any  special  preparation  is  necessary  for  it.     I 

think  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  J>eople  don't  go  into  it,   because 

somehow 
they/think  they  have  to  take  a  lot  of  pre-law  courses  in  college. 

I  don't  believe  you  do,      I  took  mostly  n^gllsh  and  languages  when 
I  was  in  college.      I  perhaps  would  have  been  a  little  less 
uneasy  my  first  year  had  I  taken  a  few  courses  in  constitutional 
law  or  business  law  or  somettng  *hile  I  was  in  college,   but  I 
never  regretted  the  fact  that  I  had  had  a  good  background  in 
English,  which  has  been  very,   very  helpful  in  law  all  the  way 
through  law  school.     You're  using  words  —  those  are  the  tools  of 
the  trade  as  a  lawyer,   use  of  words  and  language ,  and  I  never 
felt  that  I  would  do  over  anything  that   I  did  in  college,   that 
is,    take  different  subjects.      Perhaps  I  would  have,   I  don't  know. 
If  I  knew  I  was  going  to  law  school,   I  probably  would  have  taken 
a  lot  of  courses  in  International  Law,   that  sort  of  thing 
that  you  can  take. 

Annandi      Judge  Rogan,   why  do  you  think  that  you  were  appointed  to  this 
position? 
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Rogani       Well i   I  hope  because  I  was  the  most  qualified  person  for  the 

job  at  the  time.     I  think  I  was  well-qualified,  for  the  Job  both 
by  my  background  and  experience,  and  I  have  enjoyed  what  I've 
been  doing  on  the  bench  since. 

Annandi     Was  there  a  woman   Judge  here  beCore  you  came? 

Rogani       No,    I  was  the  first  woman  Judge  ever  appointed  in  this  district. 

Annandi     How  did  your  friends  accept  your  going  into  a  position  or  role 
which  is  usually  thought  of  as  a  man's  profession? 

Rogani        Do  you  mean  the  law  or  the  Judge? 

Annandi      Law. 

Rogani       Law?     Ky  friends  all  accepted  it  wery  well  as  a  wonderful  thing 
for  ne  to  be  doing,  very  pleased  and  groud  of  me. 

Annandi     And  what  about  as  a  Judge? 

Rogani       All  very  congratulatory  and  pleased.     I  don't  know  anyone  of  my 

acquaint ences  who  did  not  think  it  was  a  good  thing  for  me  to  do. 

Annandi      Is  It  necessary  for  a  Judge  running  with  or  without  an  apponent  -- 
as  I  understand  is  usually  the  case  —  to  do  any  real  campaigning? 

Rogani        Of  course,   without  an  opponent,   there  Is  no  necessity  for  a 

campaign,  because  your  name  doesn't  even  appear  on  the  ballot, 
which  was  the  case  for  both  Judge  Walters,  my  colleague,   and  me 
this  time.      During  the  last  election  neither  one  of  us  was 
opposed,   and  under  the  law  as  it  now  reads,   the  names  needn't 
even  appear  on  the  ballot,   so  that  there's  no  campaigning 
necessary.     If  a  Judge  is  opposed,   as  many  of  them  are  when  they 
run  for  election  or  re-election,   it's  a  very  difficult 
position  for  an  Incumbent   Judge  to  be  in,   to  have  to  get  out  and 
campaign,  to  ask  people  to  vote  for  him  and  to  put  him  back  in 
office.     It's  rather  embarrassing,   because  I  know  if  I  had  an 
opponent,   I  would  be  very  loath  to  go  out  and  raise  campaign 
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funds  from  any  of  my  acquaintances  and  friends,   because  there's 
always  that  feeling  that  there  might  be  a.  conflict  of  Interests* If 
Xou're  going  to  ask  people  to  contribute  to  your  campaign.      I 
would  not  do  It.     I  would  choose  to  spend  my  own  money  rather  than 
to  seek  to  raise  money  from  other  sources,   but  of  course,    I  don't 
know.      I've  never  had  that  situation,   and  I  know  Judges  who've 
been  It  have  been  forced  to  spend  large  sums  of  money  to  protect 
their  office  against  the  attafcks  of  their  opponents  who  are  not 
to  Inhibited  by  their  Judicial  position.     That  is,   a  lawyer  who 
is  running  Against  a  Judge,   doesn't  have  to  be  very  circumspect 
about  the  things  he  says  and  doesnwhereas  a  Judge  does. 
Well,   of  course,   a  lawyer  does  have  to  be  circumspect.      lie  shouldn' 
do  anything  unethical  and  all  that,   but  very  often  a  Judge  Is 

made  to  defend  certain  decisions  of  his,   and  that's  a  bad  thing 

has  to 
too.     I  think  it's  bad  if  a  Judge/feels  when  he's  making  a 

decision,    "Well  now,   how  will  this  look  —  will  this  hurt  me  on 
re-election,    or  will  this  be  anything  that  they  can  raise 
against  me."     Not  that  you  shouldn't  be  aware  to  some  extent,   of 
the  propriety  of  what  you're  doing.     But  I  don't  think  you  should 
have  to  be  trammeled  in  your  opinions  by  what  the  public  opinion 
is  going  to  be,   or  what  the  chances  for  your  ere-eleotion  are 
going  to  be  if  you  decide  the  case  the  way  you  see  it.     This  has 
been   something  that  I  think  is  of  great  concern,   because  It  has 
come  up  In   several  electoral  campaigns  of  Judges. 

Annandi      Do  you  think  it  would  be  more  difficult  for  a  woman  to  campaign 
than  a  man? 

Ro"tani        I  wouldn't  think  so.     No,    I  wouldn't  think  so  except  if  she's 

alone,   and  —  you  know,   there  are  a  lot  of  bar  association  meetings 
at  night  that  candidates  for  Judgeships  go  to.     naturally,   the 
people  they  —  well,   they  naturally  seek  the  support  of  the 


. 
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Rogani       attorneys,  and  they  go  to  bar  association  meetings  and  that  sort 

a  little 
of  thing,  and  a  lot  of  those  are  at  night,  and  It  might  be/more 

difficult  for  a  woman  to  get  around  than  a  man.     I  don't  know. 
I  don't  think  it's  a  real  difficulty.     A  woman  with  a  family  might 
have  some  more  obligations  than  a  man.*     There  might  be  a  few  more 
difficulties,   but  I  don't  think  they're  insurmountable,  by  any 
means. 

Annandi      Do  you  feel  by  entering  law,   and  now,   by  being  a  Jduge,    that  you 
have  struck  a  blow  for  women's  emancipation? 

Regan i       No,    I  hadn't  thought  of  it  that  way.     I  suppose  maybe  every 

woman  who  goes  into  a  Judicial  position  raised  the  percentage  a 
little  bit,  which  is  very  low,   I  know  I  think  women  Judges  are  only 
about  one  percent,   aren't  they,   of  the  whole  Judicial  population? 
In  that  respect,    I  suppose  it  would  be  some  help  to  the  women's 
cause.      I  alt/ays  feel,   again,   that  a  person  vhould  stand  on  their 
own  merit,   and  not  as  a  symbol  of  women  with  a  capital  W« 

Annandi      Why  do  you  think  that  seventy  percent  of  the  women  in  either 
technical  or  professions  are  either  nurses  or  teachers. 

Hogant        Well,  again,   because  I  think  there  is  a  tendency  to  emphasize 
those  types  of  professions  for  women  as  typically  those  that 
women  are  capable  of  performing  rather  than  expanding  those 
horizons  to  other  types  of  professional  Jobs  Jason  as  law, 
engineering,   and  things  that  I  think  now  more  uouan  are  going  into. 
I  think  there  is  more  of  a  tendency  now  to  widen  the  field  of 
interest  for  women.       Jot  that  women  don't  make  capable  teachers 
and  nurses,   I'm  sure  they  do.     But  so  many  of  them  —  I  know 
I've  heard  people  say,    "Well,   the  only  thing  I  was  told  I  could 
do  was  teach,"  for  example.     Whereas  there  are  a  lot  of  them  who 
would  be  excellent  architects,    engineers,   lawyers,    economists, 
if  they  were  Just  given  a  little  more  encouragement  along  those 


. 
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Rogani    I  think  parents  should  be  educated  not  to  channel  their  children's 
Interests  that  they  have  pre-concelved  notions  about,  rather  than 
let  there  seek  whatever  fields  that  they're  really  qualified  for 
and  could  be  excellent  in. 

Annandt   Why  do  you  think  when  you  compare  female  lawyers  with  ten  year's 
experience  with  male  lawyers  with  the  same  length  of  practice, 
that  the  male  lawyers  earn  two  hundred  percent  more? 

Rogani   Well,  again,  I  think  that  there  have  been  discriminatory  hiring 
practfces  in  many  firms.  I  dare  say  there  is  discrimination  in 
promotion  of  these  people.  Women,  perhaps,  play  a  less  aggressive 
role  in  business  getting  types  of  activities.  Iiaybe  they  don't 
go  out  and  play  golf  as  much  as  the  men,  or  associate  with  the 
country  club  crowd,  or  do  whatever  men  do  to  seek  new  clients. 
That  may  have  something  to  do  with  it.  I  think  so  far  as 
governmental  jobs  are  concerned  they  more  right  up  as  the  men  do. 
Of  course,  a  lot  of  those  are  civil  service  promotttoail  type 
things.  I  think  wherever  merit  is  recognized  in  promotion,  women 
will  do  as  well  as  men.  But  in  a  lot  of  the  private  firms  I 
dare  say  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  discrimination. 

Annandt  How  does  your  being  a  Judge  affect  your  family  life? 

Rogani   Well,  as  I  said  before,  at  the  time  that  I  took  this  position 

which  was  in  '65,  my  children  were  pretty  well  along.  My  youngest 
child  at  that  time  was  ten  years  old.  I  think  a  few  years  before 
that  I  would  have  found  it  very  difficult,  because  I  feel  as  a 
mother  of  six  children  I  have  a  great  obligation  to  them,  naturallj 
And  formerly  in  private  practice,  where  my  hours  were  my  own,  and 
I  could  go  home  whesrever  I  was  needed,  it  wasn't  a  problem.  Oh, 
well,  you  do  have  problems  from  time  to  time  in  any  situation 
like  that,  but  it  would  have  been  a  greater  problem  if  I  was  a 
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Rogani       mother  with  very  small  children.     I  do  flndi   of  course,   It  does 
limit  my  time  to  a  great  extent,  and  I'm  not  free  to  do  whatever 
I  wish  at  whatever  time  I  want  to  do  it,   as  I  was  before.     And 
I  find  that  I  don't  have  the  time  for  some  of  the  community 
activities  —  ohf   you  weren't  talking  about  that.     You  were 
talking  about  the  family. 

Annandi        of    but  I'm  Interested  in  that,   too. 

Hocani        I  was  very,   very  active  in  community  activities  before  I  was  a 
Judge.      I  find  that  I  have  less  time,  now.      I  can't  go  to  day 
time  meetings  anymore  except  a  luncheon  I  can  go  to  or  something 
like  that.     I  find  that  after  sitting  all  day  on  the  bench  I'm 
pretty  tired  at  night  and  I  don't  particularly  want  to  go  out  to 
night  donmunity  affairs.      So,   to  some  extent  it's  inhibiting  ao 
far  as  some  of  your  community  activities  are  concerned,   but  I 
don't  think  I  have  neglected  my  family.      I  hope  I  haven't. 

Annandi      :  ave  you  ever  had  any  trouble  in  the  court  room  because  you  are  a 
woman? 

Eogan:        I  would  say  not,   no. 

Annandi     Hot;  do  the  male  Judges  accept  you? 

nogani       I  have  never  had  any  problem  in  acceptance  by  my  colleagues, 

as  I  never  did  in  law  school  or  anywhere  else  that  I  have  been 
active  in  the  law.J   I  don't  feel  any  discrimination,   if  that's 
what  you  mean.      I've  served  on  many  committees  of  Judges,  and 
worked  with  them,   and  I  think  a  lot  of  them  and  I  hope  they  think  a 
lot   of  me. 

Annandi     Has  serving  in  this  position  bean  different  from  what  you 
expected  it  would  be? 

Rogani        I  think  it's  a  hard  question  to  answer.     Yes,    I  think  I  found  a 

lot  of  surprises  in  this  Job.     So  many  things  I  thought  automatic 
ally  happen  in  the  court  room  I  find  don't  happen  automatically. 
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on i   They  rather  depend  on  the  Judge.  You  know,  you  take  a  lot  of 

things  for  granted  when  you're  an  attorney  in  the  court  about  the 
way  things  go  along.  But,  the  Judge  really  does  control  the 
court  room,  and  things  don't  Just  happen  automatically,  and  there 
is  a  great  responsibility  and  a  great  wealth  of  detail  which  I 
didn't  realize  falls  upon  the  Judge  —  seeing  that  proper  minutes 
are  kept,  seeing  that  proper  rules  are  complied  with  In  procedure. 

any  things  can  be  upset.  The  Judgments  can  be  upset  Bust  for 
lack  of  some  little  procedural  point  which  has  great,  perhaps, 
constitutional  importance  and  can  cause  upsetting  the  Judgment. 
I  didn't  realize  how  tired  you  can  get  as  a  Judge  Just  sitting 
all  day  long.  You  really  get  very,  very  tired,  because  you  have 
to  sit  quietly  and  be  attentive.  You  can't  let  your  mind  wander, 
you  have  to  be  attentive,  listening,  and  be  alert  at  every 
moment.  There  is  a  mental  strain  and  physical  strain  in  sitting 
at  attention  all  day  long,  even  though  you  may  seem  to  be  sitting 
In  a  leisurely  fashion.   I  think  it's  important  that  you  get  sone 
form  of  exercise.  If  you  don't,  it's  really  very  difficult. 
As  far  as  the  challenge  of  the  Job,  itself,  is  concerned,  I  think 
it  is  more  challenging  than  I  had  realized  and  more  interesting* 
I  have  found  it  really  very  fasolnatlnc,  especially  some  of  the 
criminal  law  parts  that  I  hadn't  had  too  much  experience  with, 
I've  found  very,  very  Interesting. 

Some  of  the  more  interesting  constitutional  questions  come 
up  in  the  criminal  law  field,  and  there  hrve  been  many  changes 
In  that  field  of  law  In  the  last  ten  or  twenty  years,  and 
its  been  a  very  Interesting  experience  to  be  part  of  it. 
Annandi  Do  you  feel  that  because  you  are  a  member  of  an  oppressed  group 
that  you  have  to  be  better  than  your  male  counterparts? 
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•on  i        I  don't  consider  that  I  am  a  member  of  an  oppressed  group 

[laughter].     If  you  mean  a  minority  group,   Is  that  what  you 
mean? 

Annandi     Being  a  woman. 

Rogani       I  don't  know  If  we  are  a  minority  group.     I  guess  we  are  In  the 
law,  a  minority  group,   and  has  Judges,  we're  definitely  a 
minority.     I  "believe  as  I  said,   there's  only  about  one  percent  of 
judges  who  are  women.     Well,   I  think  perhaps  what  you  say  Is 
true,   that  you  have  to  be  better  than  a  man.     I  think  the  thing 
Is  that  perhaps  because  there  are  ^ei/er  women  in  the  law  and  In 
the  professions  and  in  the   Judiciary,   that  perhaps  they  command  a 
little  more  attention,   and  their  more  conspicuous,    so  that  somethln 
might  be  passed  over  It  if  were  said  by  a  man,   but  because  it's 
said  by  a  woman,   perhaps  it  would  be  give  more  attention. 

Amiandi      liave  you  had  any  experiences  in  this  manner? 

Rogani       In  what  manner? 

Annandi     Have  you  ever  said  something,   that  if  a  man  had  said  it  it  would  hac 
have  been  passed  over,   but  because  you  were  a  woman  and  said  It 
it  was  not  passed  over?     Could  you  give  ma  an  example  of  this? 

logani        Oh,    I  can't  think  of  any  particular  example.      I'm  Just  thinking  of 
things  that  are  said  about  law  yers  In  general.     If  a  lawyer  makes 
a  mistake,   it  might  be  Just  any  lawyer  who  would  make  a  mistake. 
But  If  a  woman  lawyer  should  make  a  mistake,   than  somebody  would 
say,    "Oh,   well,    she's  a  woman  lawyer."     They  wouldn't  say  If  a  man 
made  a  mistake,    "Well,    he's  a  man  lawyer."     [Laughter]     But  they 
do  say  that  for  women.     And  I  dare  say  they  might  say  It  about 
Judges.     They  might  not  like  a  decision  of  nine.     I  have  not  heard 
them  say,    "Uell,   a  laff  Judge  didn't  do  right  by  me,"  but  I  dare 
say  that  that's  said.     I 
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?jit        say  that  that's  said,    I'm  sure  that  there  are  a  lot  of  displeased 
litigants  that  30  out  of  here.     There's  always  the  one  who 
looses,   you  know,   but   I  trouldn't  think  that  particularly  "because 
you're  a  woman  that  you're  singled  out  for  some  criticism. 

Aruiand:      Do  you  feel  that  being  a  woman  and  being  ajudge,   or  when  you  were 

than  a  male  lawyer 
a  lawyer,   that  you  received  more  criticism/would     have  received? 

-in i       Well,   I  think  that  goes  right  along  with  the  last  answer  that 
I  gave.      I  think,   as  I  said,   that  because  you  are  conspicuous 
because  of  the  fact  that  you're  a  woman,   and  there  are  few  of 
you  In  the  profession,   that  there     Is  more  of  a  tendency,   if 
you  do  something  right  it  isn't  particularly  noticed,   but  if  you 
do  something  wrong  It  would  be  because  you're  a  woman  lawyer, 
you  know,   that  kind  of  thing.      I  think  as  more  and  more  women  come 
into  the  professions  and  take  their  places,   there  will  be  less  of 
this  feeling  and  singling  out.     It's  because  they  are  conspicuous 
by  their  minority  status,   that  this  tends  to  be  the  case,   that 
they  are  singled  out  for  criticism.     Generalizations  are  made  — 
if  one  lawyer  makes  a  mistake,   then  all  women  lawje  rs     must  be 
bad,    erco,   all  women  lawyers  must  be  unprepared,   or  whatever. 

Annandi      Will  you  seek  an  additional  term  In  office? 

Roan  I          Yes,    I  plan  to. 

Annandi  Do  you  think  that  a  term  should  be  limited? 

Hogant   Oh,  they  are  limited.  Oh,  you  mean  runninr:  successively?  No, 
I  don't  believe  so. 

Annandi  Limited  to  aaybe  two  years. 

Rogani   No,  I  don't  think  so.  I  think  that  would  be  wery  WMnonomloal 

because  it  would  be  wasting  all  the  time  and  effort  and  knowledge 
that  you've  acquired  in  your  judicial  position,  because  we  spend 
a  lot  of  time  going  to  seminars  and  Judicial  workshops,  and  trying 
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:mi        to  improve  our  Judicial  skills  in  handling  the  vast  numbers  of 
oases  that  we  have  to  handle.     And  I  think  that's  rather  wasted 
if  the  Judge  has  to  Just  terminate  arbitrarily  his  term  of 
office  after  a  particular  lenght  of  tine.     Zf  course,  we  do  have 
certain  retirement  provisions  that  encourage  judges  to  retire 
after  a  certain  legnth  of  time.     That's  so  far  in  the  future  for 
me,    that  I'm  not  even  thinking  about  that. 

Annandj     Do  you  plan  to  go  higher  in  law,   perhaps  try  for  the  Supreme 
Court? 

Koran t       Well,   right  now,    I'd  like  Just  to  try  for  the  Superior  Court. 
I  would  like  to  be  elevated,   of  course,   I  think,   perhaps  it's 
a  little  bit  more  of  a  stimulating  care  on  the  Superior  Court, 
a  little  bit  more  interesting  diversification  of  cases  than  we 
have  here.     We're  somewhat  limited  in  our  Jurisdiction  In  Huniclapl 
Court,   and  I  haven't  aspired  to  the  Supreme  Court,  no. 

f 

But  I'd  be  Trilling  to  accept  df  someone  wanted  to  appoint  me. 

[laughter] 

Annands   Do  you  feel  that  lairs  In  this  country  favor  men  over  women? 
Rogan »   Yes,  In  many  respects  they  do. 

Annan d i  Could  you  slve  me  some  examples? 

under 
Rogan t   Well,  of  course, /the  community   property  lair,  Itself,  the  man  is 

the  manager  of  the  community  property  ,  and  the  wife  has  Interests 
In  the  community  property,  but  she  really  can't  assert  them  until 
the  marriage  Is  terminated.  So,  as  far  as  her  say  so  In  any 
oonnualty  property  activity,  it's  nil.  That's  one  example,  there  ar 

doubtless  many  others. 
Annandi   Do  you  feel  that  things  are  changing  for  women  now? 
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:>rcani        Yes i    I  think  definitely  there  would  be  Interest  in  the  equal 

rights  amendment,   the  Women's  Liberation  Movement,   the  emphasis 
on  avoiding  discrimination  merely  by  reason  of  sex,    in  economic 
matters,   especially,    I  think  there's  been  some  progress.     But 
there's  still  a  lot  of  discrimination,   I  feel,   as  far  as 
promotions  of  woemn  In  certain  fields.      I  believe  it's  been  pointed 
out  in  education,   especially,   that  women  have  not  been  given  their 
Just  due.     In  higher  education,   especially,   women  have  not  been 
given  professorships  where  men  of  lesser  rank  and  experience 
have  been,   and  perhaps,   ability.     And  t  think  this  is  purely  on  the 
basis  of  sex  discrimination.     And  in  many  other  fields  this  has 
been  true  also.     Women  have  not  been  considered  for  certain 
Jobs  in  industry.      If  you'd  scan  the  ads  for  help,   management 
trainees  are  usually  men.     The  women  are  hired  as  secretaries,   the 
men  are  put  into  management  training  positions.     I  hope  that 
some  of  this  will  change. 

Annandi      Do  you  think  that  men  show  more  compassion  in  cases  Involving 
women  than  women   Judges  do? 

Rogani        No,    I  wouldn't  generalize  along  those  lines.      I  think  that 

compassion  depends  upon  the  individual,  not  on  his  sex.     Again, 
I've  know  a  lot  of  compassionate  man  and  compassionate  women,   and 
I've  know  people  who  are  not  compassionate  of  both  sexes.     I 
wouldn't  think  that  it's  applied  to  one  eex  and  doitthe  other. 

Annand:      Eave  you  found  that  the  women  lawyers  before  you  come  in  more 
or  less  prepared  than  their  male  counterparts? 

Rogant        I  wouldn't  say  they  are  more  prepared.     I  have  found  that  the 
women  lawyers  who  appear  before  toe  seem  to  be  very  competent 
and  well  prepared.      I  wouldn't  say  that  they  are  any  more 
prepared  than  a  man.     I've  admired  their  ability,   as  I've  admired 
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Rogani   men's  ability. 

Annandi  How  dl  you  think  the  roles  can  be  broken  down  and  more  women  oan 
be  pushed  Into  male  professions? 

nogani   Well i  I  think  It  has  to  start  with  the  families  who  produce  these 
children  to  encourage  them  to  talk  along  the  lines  of  Interest 
In  the  law.  To  encourage  their  daughters  to  seek  higher  education 
and  to  seek  professional  training.  So  many  of  them  send  their 
daughters  to  college  to  find  a  husband,  and  don't  give  them  any 
higher  goals  than  that.  I  think  there  should  be  some  re-education 
of  the  parents  to  encourage  their  daughters  to  go  into  these 
higher  professionals.  And  I  think  more  confidence  should  be 
given  to  the  girls  so  that  they  feel  they  can  achieve  these  goals. 
That  they  are  capable  of  going  to  law  school  and  coping  with  the 
lawyand  study  of  the  law,  and  that  they  will  be  successful  if  they 
try  it.  3o  many  of  them  are  scared  of  the  idea  of  going  to  law 
school,  it  shouids  like  such  a  long,  long  haul  —  and  it  is. 
You  have  to  go  four  years  to  college  and  three  years  to  law 
school,  but  now  they  have  many  of  these,  well,  they  started  out  as 
non  accredited  law  schools  which  will  take  people  after  two  years 
of  college.   But  for  the  accredited,  the  larger  well  known 
schools  require  usually  four  years  of  college  and  three  years  of 
law  school.  Some  of  that  is  being  cut  doim  now  by  having 
internships  durlgg  the  third  year  so  that  the  students  oan 
actually  get  out  into  practive. 

ETD  SIDE  O.iJ]  OF  TAPE 
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BEGINNING   SIDE  TWO 

Rogani        I  think  that  woman  have  to  be  careful  not  to  assume  that  every 
obstacle  placed  In  the  path  or  failure  that  they  may  encounter 
Is  atrlbutable  to  the  fact  that  they  are  women.     I  think  there's 
a  tendency  sometimes  to  excuse  yourself  In  some  respects  by  saying » 
"Oh,     well,   I  didn't  get  that  consideration  because  I'm  a  woman.11 
I  think  any  minority  group  has  to  be  careful  of  that  situation, 
or  any  person  that  feels  their  a  member  of  a  minority  group. 
On  the  other  hand,   I  think  there  have  been  many  Instances  where 
women  have  been  passed  over  who  should  have  been  appointed  to 
some  particular  Job.     I  think  It  Is  a  man's  profession  so  far, 
and  they  do  dominate  it,   and  they  are  jealous  of  their  domination 
to  some  extent.     I  think  that  a  lot  more  women  could  be  appointed 
to  the  Judiciary  and  to  the  higher  Judiciary  posts  than  have  been 
appointed.     I  think  there  are  many  more  committee  Jobs  and 
responsibilities  that  could  be  given  to  women  in  the  professions 
both  in  the  bar  association  and  the  Judge's  association  on  committee 
—  there  are  not  too  many  women  on  the  official  committees  of  the 
Judiciary,  nor  are  there  many  women  on  the  boards  of  the  bar 
associaztlon.     There's  one  woman.     The  first  woman  was  elected  to 
the  board  of  governors  to  the  state  bar  last  year.     Joanne 
Garvey  of  San  Francisco  —  a  very  brilliant  young  lawyer.     Every 
time  a  woman  Is  a  first,   of  course  there's  great  cheering  and 
wonder  expressed.     I  was  the  first  woman  appointed,   or  elected, 
to  the  Yale  Law  School  Association.     And  I  was  the  first  woman 
elected  as  a  vice  president  of  that  association  last  year. 

Annandi      Thank  you  very  muofc. 

Rogani       Well,   you're  welcome! 

END  OP   IH1ERVIEW 
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PAT 


Grossman t  This  is  an  interview  conducted  with  Mrs*  Pat  Russell*  who 
serves  on  the  Los  Angeles  City  Council.  Mrs.  Russell  was 
first  elected  to  the  council  on  December  2,  1969f  by  special 
election.  She  was  re-elected  for  a  full  four  year  term 
April  6,  1971*  Mrs*  Russell  is  the  second  woman  elected  to 
serve  the  city  of  Los  Angles  in|this  capacity.  The  interview 
was  conducted  in  Mrs.  Russell's  office  in  city  hall*  There 


GrossmNi   What  public  office  do  you  now  hold? 

Russell i   City  councilman  in  the  City  of  Los  Angeles. 

Grossman  i  Kow  many  years  have  you  been  in  office? 

Russell t   It's  Just  a  little  over  two  years.  I  took  office  in  December 

1969. 

Grossman:  And  how  many  years  to  you  have  left  to  serve? 
Russell  i   I  was  re-elected  in  April  1971*  so  I  now  have  three  years  ~ 

throe  and  a  half  years  yet  to  serve. 

GrossmHni  And  have  you  ever  held  any  other  public  offices? 
Russell t   No,  this  is  the  first  one. 
Grossman  i  What  nade  you  decide  to  run  for  office? 
Ruseellt   I've  worked  a  lot  in  community  in  the  typical  things  that 

women  do,  and  I  think  most  outstandingly  in  the  League  of 

3T  -33.5 

Women  Voters, ^president  of  the  city  and  then  of  the  county 
League.  And  I  like  local  issues*  Primarily,  I  wanted  to  be 
where  the  the  decisions  are  made. 
Grossman  i  How  fid  your  family  react  to  your  decision? 

Russell i   They  have  been  enthusiastic  supporters  all  the  time.  Ly 

student  body  at  the  University  of 
husband  has.  I  was  the/president 
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Russell  i        Washington  when  he  met  me  and  courted  me,   so  he's  known 
for  a  long  time  [laughterQ,  and  believes  in  this  kind  of 
participation  for  everybody,  including  his  wife*     Our  three 
k4»is  have  grown  up  with  the  idea  of  community  participation, 
and  at  the  time  I  ran,  my  daughter,  who  is  our  youngest  was 
a  senior  in  high  school,   so  their  ages  were  Just  right  for 
me  to  so  into  this.     They  worked  hard  in  the  election,   too. 

Grossman  i     How  did  your  friends  react  when  they  found  out  you  were  going 
to  run  for  city  council? 

Russell  i       I  think  all  of  our  friends  who  were  within  shouting  distance 
worked  in  both  the  first  campaign  and  the  second  campaign. 

Grossman  i      If  your  children  had  been  younger,   do  you  think  that  might 
have  influenced  your  decision  to  run? 

Russell t       I  think  there's  no  question.     The  Los  Angeles  City  Council 
is  a  full-time  Job.     We  have  to  meet  in  council  by  charter 
requirement  every  working  day,  and  it's  a  very  demanding 
Job.     I  don't  see  how  I  could  have  done  it  with  the  kind  of 
a  family  life  we've  enjoyed  if  the  children  had  been  younger* 

Grossman  >     Do  you  think  young  children  keep  many  women  out  of  politics? 

Russell  t       To  some  degree,  although  I  think  that's  opening  up*     And  not 
every  public  office  is  as  demanding  as  the  city  council  Job* 
Smaller  cities  do  not  have  full-time  counoilmen,  and  I  think 
it's  much  more  possible  to  do  it  there*     Patsy  Mink  is  a 
oongresswomen,  and  had  a  young  daughter  when  she  first  wetat 
to  congress*     And  it  certainly  is  possible  to  be  an  elected 
official  I  think  at  any  level.     I  think  you  Just  have  to  work 
it  out*     It  depends  on  how  you  work  out  your  own  family  life 
and  your  Job. 

Grossmani     Was  the  fact  that  there  was  an  unexplred  term  left  to  flll^ 


• 


. 
1 


- 


3 

Grossman  i  dM  fefcvt  influenoe  you  to  run  at  that  time? 

Russell  i   WE11,  I  think  it  made  quite  a  difference  in  th«  fao*  that  I 
perhaps*  not  so  much  in  my  decision,  but  in  the  fact  that  I 
was  able  to  run  and  be  successful*  I  had  looked  at  the  job 
and  it  was  obvious  that  my  predecesor  would  not  run  again  and 
might  retire  mid-term.  I  was  concerned  really  from  the 

v/eui  f>oir\-h 

peaifrion  of  being  a  good  citizen  as  to  who  would  take  his 

place*     Following  through  on  those  discussions  people  encouraged 

run 

me  and  I  made  the  decision  that  I  would*  Then  working  from 
that  realization,  the  thought  that  indeed,  he  might  retire 
early,  and  one  had  to  be  ready. 

Grossman  t  What  kind  of  competition  did  you  have  in  that  first  campaign? 

Russell  i   There  were  five  of  us  who  ran.  The  strongest  competitor  was 
Mr.  Small  who  had  been  a  deputy  for  sixteen  years  to  my 
predecessor,  and  he  had  assumed  that  he  would  virtually 
inhoret  the  job,  and  most  people  had  assumed  that  he  would, 
too*  As  a  matter  of  fact,  typically,  the  city  council 
appoints  a  successor  when  there's  a  retirement,  and  they  had 
never  called  a  special  election  before^oto  that  it  was  a 
victory  in  the  first  place  when  the  council  called 
election.  Of  course  then  we  had  to  work  on  the 


The  other  people  in  the  campaign  were  one  other  woman, 
who  had  lived  in  the  air  port  area,  which  is  a  big  issues 
and  another  man  who  lived  in  that  same  general  area, 
fighting  some  of  the  same  problems,  and  an  architect  in 
Venice  from  the  Peace  and  Freedom  Party.  We  had  quite  * 
diverse  group. 
Grossman  i  Why  was  that  special  election  called? 


Russell i   It  was  called  really  In  response  to  many  people  writing  and 

saying  to  their  oounollmen,  "You  should  vote  for  a  special 

it 

election  Instead  of  voting  for  a  successor. mm  Mr* 

Timberlake,  my  predecessor,  had  two  years  left  to  serve  In 
his  term,  and  that's  a  long  time  for  someone  to  serve  wife 
an  appointment*  Once  the  Issue  surfaced,  the  press 

3ur\c5t    rn  e.oL  i  <3u 

l«nedlafe«3y  picked  It  up  In  their  editorials,  and  It  became 
a  motherhood  type  of  an  Issue.     There  really  wasn't  any  other 
stand  that  you  could  take* 

Grossman  i      I  see.     What  factors  In  your  educational  background  and  your 
civic  background  do  you  think  prepared  you  to  run  for  office? 

Uusselli        I  don't     think  there's  anything  In  particular  In  my  educational, 
background  that  you  could  say  prepared  me.     I  graduated  with  a 
degree  In  English  literature  and  composition*     I  think  I've 
always,   for  some  unknown  reason,   been  Interested  In  politics* 
I  say  some  unknown  reason  because  while  my  family  was 
Interested  In  reading  and  discussing,  there  was  never  any  kind 
of  involvement.     But  I  was  Interested  as  a  kid  In  school 
affairs  and  student  gggernment.     As  I  mentioned  earlier,   I 
was  the  student  body  president  at  the  University  of  Washington. 
I  was  the  third  woman. 

Grossman «     Do  you  think  there  are  any  factors  In  your  background  that  may 
have  been  a  disadvantage—  that  may  have  started  you  svn.Ubgr 
wondering  if  you  were  qualified  for  the  Job,  or  if  a  woman 
could  handle  the  Job? 

Russell  i       No,   I  don't  think  that  I  have  really  wondered  If  I  were 

qualified.     I  think  everybody  wonders  from  time  to  time  if  she 
can  really  handle  something,  but  I  really  haven't  had  any 


deeptdoubts.  My  experience  has  always  been 


) 


I  think 
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Russell i  suoh  that  would  produce  a  lot  of  self-confidence  and  support 
for  the  Idea  starting  with  my  mother  and  father»  and  growing 
up  In  a  very  supportive  family,  and  then  having  a  supportive 
husband. 

Grossmani  In  you  experience,  are  women  considered  qualified  to  be 
city  oouollwomen? 

Russell  i   Yes*  Interestingly,  I  think  that  an  elective  office  Is  one  of 
the  best  places  for  women  to  break  through,  because  once 
you've  been  elected  by  your  constituents,  no  matter  who  you 
are,  you  are  recognized  by  other  elected  officials,  or  by 
anyone  who  looks  at  you,  because  you  won  the  election  and 
you1  re  representing  the  constituents,  and  there's  no  discussion 
as  to  whether  I  get  the  same  pay  or  serve  different  hours  or 
anything  else.  I'm  expected  to  cope  with  all  the  issues  in 
my  district,  and  to  be  present  in  council,  and  !•••  to  go 
through  the  votes.  We  very  quickly  got  down  to  the  basis  of 
issues. 

Grossmant  I'd  like  to  go  back  to  your  first  campaign  for  a  minute.  Was 
it  difficult  for  you  in  terms  of  time  or  money  or  energy  that 
you  had  to  spend? 

Russelli   Yes,  I'd  say  In  all  respects.  First  we  had  to  work  for  about 
four  or  five  months  on  developing  the  council's  support  until 
the  council  voted  the  special  election.  That  was  from  about 
May  until  I  think  it  was  August  when  the  council  decided. 
Then,  once  we  got  that  decision,  we  had  to  build  a  campaign, 
which  culminated  on  December  2,  with  a  district  that  has 
nearly  two  hundred  thousand  people.  It  covers  as  many 
diverse  areas  and  problems  as  the  sixth  district  does  —  it 
meant  Just  geographically  a  lot  of  coverage  —  and  a  lot  of 


I 


1 


-y          ^v 

Busselli       money.     I  spent  (finally  something  over  thirty  thousand 

dollars  In  that  first  campaign.     We  had  many  friends  working 
for  us  i   and  It  was  a  very  typicallgrass  roots  campaign,  .•*•! 
The  money  came  In  In  five,  and  ten,  and  twenty-five,  which 
means  a  great  many  people  contribute  that  kind  of  money. 

But  we  did  put  our  family  money  Into  it,  which  was  not 
paid  back  until  the  time  that  I  was  getting  ready  to  run  for 
re-election.     So  if  I  hadn't  had  family  support  and  family 
resources,  £1  really  would  have  found  it  impossible. 

Grossman i      Did  you  find  that  you  had  to  overcome  an  image  of 

weakness,   or  of  being  impractical  or  emotional  because  you 
were  a  woman? 

Russell  i       No,  Interestingly  not.     When  I  /ran  in  1969,   It  was  before 
the  Wown's  Lib  movement  emerged  with  all  the  publicity,  but 
I  think  the  psychology  was  there  to  support  It.     Ken  said 
over  and  over  again,    "We  need  a  woman  on  there.     At  least  a 
woman  will  be  honest."     That  was  the  attitude.     Women  were 
very  supportive,  and  I'd  often  find  an  attitude  of  "glad 
you're  doing  it,   I'm  proud  of  you,   I  really  feel  that  you're 
doing  it  for  me."     That  was  a  switch  from  the  kind  of 
attitude  I'd  seen  from  women  five  years,  let's  say,   earlier* 

Grossman  <     During  that  campalaB,   did  you  find  more  or  less  conflict 
between  yourself  and  the  other  woman  candidate  or  between 
the  men? 

Russell t        In  that  campaign,   I  think  there  was  very  little  man-woman 
kind  of  thing.     The  other  woman  who  ran  lived  in  the 
same  general  area  that  I  did  and  we  really  had  -a*  violent 
disagreements,   but  they  were  based  on  airport  community 
problems.     There  was  one  man  who  did  attack  the  idea  of 
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Russell  i   women  running.  He'd  call  It  a  beauty  parade  or  something 
like  this  —  I  thlnkimake  irrelevent  comments  which 
certainly  Indicated  that  it  bothered  him. 

Grossmani  How  did  you  handle  your  public  relations  work? 

Hussella   You  nean  media  —  the  printed  matlerlal  that  we  advertised  - 
'sort  of  thing?  We  had  some  semi-professional  help  on 
sotting  things  printed.  Here  again,  I  had  friends  who  were 
professional  who  helped  with  it.  We  did  finally  I  think  — 

L€."V" 

six  billboards.  There  was  a  little  bit  of  television 


exposure  because  this  was  a  special  election  and 

else  was  being  exposed  ~  that's  why  a  district  would  get  this 

kind  of  attention  at  that  time. 

Are  you  thinking  of  whether  or  not  I  talked  about  being 
a  woman?  People  would  say,  you  know,  "^re  you  going  to  have  a 
picture  of  yourself?"   I  neither  hid  the  fact  that  I  was  a 
woman  nor  did  I  try  to  exploit  it  or  run  on  the  basis  of 
being  a  woman.  And  it's  interesting.  With  a  name  like  Fat 
Russell,  it's  rather  ambiguous.  And  certainly,  there  were 
people  who  took  Pat  Russell  for  being  a  man.  Rather  to  my 
surprise,  but  I'd  go  to  somebody's  door  and  they  said,  "Oh, 

I  thought  you  were  a  man."  It  never  seemed  to  bother 
anybody,  In  my  experience. 

Grossman  i  llow  did  you  handle  precinmt  work?  Did  you  walk  the 
precincts  yourself? 

Russell t   Yes,  I  walked  a  lot  of  precincts,  and  I  think  this  was  a 
very  important  part  of  the  campaign.  However,  with  a 
hundred  and  eighty-six  precincts,  I  couldn't  even  walking 


. 
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Russell  i       every  day  as  I  did  cover  them  myself.     Ky  husband  was  a 

champion  precinct  walker.     He  covered  seven  completely,  which 
Is  a  lot.     Kyjshlldren  covered  precincts  and  were  very  good 
precinct  walkers,  and  we  had  good  organization  for  precinct 
walking.     I  enjoyed  that  part  of  it. 

Grossman  t      Did  you  concentrate  in  your  campaign  on  reaching  any  special 
groups  to  get  their  support? 

Russell  i       Yes,  we  went  todgroups  that  were  Issues-oriented.     I  mentioned 
the  community  airport  —  organizations  that  were  working  on 
this  and  were  working  on  things  that  I  had  been  workln  on*-,. 
In  the  Venice-Mi**  Vista  area*  groups  that  had  concerns  about 
the  way  that  the  city  planning  was  going  and  preservation  of 
beaches.     Again,   this  was  before  environment  broke  so  big, 
but  it  was  beginning.     I'm  an  environmentalist  and  have^ 
background  with  the  Sierra  Club,   and  so  forth,  and  I  did  go 
to  some  of  those* 

A  third  of  my  district  Is  mixed  racially,  and  primarily 
black,  and  I  went  to  a  good  number  of  black  organizations* 
Although  city  council  is  a  non-partisan  office,   I  am  a 
registered  democrat,  and  as  it  turned  out  of  the  five  of  us, 
I  was  the  only  registered  Democrat.     There  were  two 
Republicans  and  one  Peace  and  Freedom,  and  one  declined  to 
state*     Which  Interestingly  then  meant  that  I  had  party 
endorsement  even  though  I  hadn't  been  active  in  the 
Democratic  Party,  and  I  did  get  to  Democrats  quite  a_bit* 

~T~  ojg/1  V     rO 

I  also  picked  up  the  Cope  endorsement  from  labor. *•*>  labor 
groups.     That  was  an  endorsement  I  wasn't  supposed  to  get, 
because  In  a  sense,   the  opponent  I  mentioned  who'd  been 
the  deputy. had  the  mantle  of  the  incumbency,   having  served 
so  long.     People  assumed  that  he  would  get  those  endorsements. 


Russell  i    L,  fiased  on  the  interview,   I  got  the  labor  endorsement,   so 

I  appeared  before  those  groups,   too. 
Grossman i      Did  you  appeal  to  any  women's  group  and  try  to  get  their 

support  ? 
Russell i        I  often  was  with  women's  groups  and  had  a  series  of  coffees 

in  the  early  part  of  the  campaign  which  helped  to  build  worker 

structure,  and  I  think  Just  rather  naturally  I  went  to  women's 

groups*     Women's  organizations,   or  on  the  women's  issues,   per 

se,    I  did  not  hit  very  hard. 
Grossman »     Dldljrou  notice  in  the  campaign  any  difference  in  the  way  you 

were  handling  your  campaign  and  the  way  your  opponents  were 

handling  their  oampaiags? 
Russell i       I  don't  think  anything  I  could  attribute  to  the  male-female 


Grossman  i  Do  you  think  that  being  In  business  might  be  an  advantage  In 

iri  ojo-il<fl.    h^-ve 

running  for  of  fleet 'that  you  bait  business  contacts  and  that 

<^oo|A     b-H> 

you  m»  able  to  raise  money  more  easily? 

Russell  i        I  don't  think  that  would  make  much  difference*     It's  Important 
to  have  some  kind  of  contacts.     Whether  they're  business 
contacts  I  think  doesn't  necessarily  bring  more  money  as  long 
as  you  have  a  good  network  of  contacts,  and  as  long  as  you  have 
a  well-organized  effort. 

Grossman  t     What  about  your  second  oampala$.     Was  that  any  different  from 
the  first? 

Russell i       Yes i   It  was  in  many  ways.     We  still  had  our  grass  roots 

supporters,  and  I  think  we  took  the  same  basic  approach*     But 
at  that  time  I  was  an  iiaounbent,  and  there  is  a  difference 
between  being  an  incumbent  and  being  out  of  office.     There  are 
natural  endorsements  that  almost  fall  to  the  incumbent,   and 


I 


10 

•  n 
Russell  «   then  having  been  'of  flee  a  short  a  time  as  I  had  been,  It  was 

&-  1  3  <i<9  N/  a.  n  4«i  a  e  s 
Just  a  little  over  a  year,  I  had  the  dioftdvanteo  of  being  an 

Incumbent  In  that  I'd  been  in  long  enough  that  people  could 
take  pot  shots  at  me«  ^hd  I  had  a  difficult  district  and  went 
into  a  lot  of  unresolved  problems,  so  there  was  a  lot  of  that* 

And  on  the  other  hand  I  had  not  been  in  long  enough  to 
have  the  real  name  -mA  identification  that  an  incumbent  has* 
However,  the  first  time  around  I  think  the  striking  feature  was 
a  f  ealing  that  everybo^-  had  that  it  would  be  so  exciting 
if  we  could  win.  So  many  people  said  they  had  never  worked 
for  a  winning  candidate  and  they  wouldn't  know  how  to  act 
if  they  won,  and  Just  the  thrill  of  being  the  underdog  and 
winning.  Being  the  incumbent,  there  was  excitement  and  it 
was  important,  but  it  didn't  have  that  same  quality. 

Grossman  i  How  was  your  family  affected  during  your  two  campaigns? 

Russell  i   They  were  affected  really  tine-wise,  because  I  was  gone  a  lot, 
and  they  were  involved  in  the  campaign,  too.  As  I  say,  my 
husband,  who  is  supportive  of  what  I'm  doing,  is  in  aerospace, 
and  is  very  busy,  so  our  hours  away  would  overlap.  During  the 
first  campaign  our  daughter  was  at  home*  During  the  second 
campaign,  all  of  the  kids  were  away  at  college. 

Grossman  i  Choe  you  were  elected  to  the  council,  how  were  you  received 
by  your  fellow  councilman? 

Russell  i   Very  well*  That's  really  been  one  of  the  delights.  As  I 

say,  they  treat  me  as  any  representative  of  the  constituency. 
And  then  there's  a  little  more  fun  because  I  am  a  woman*  I'm 


the  only  woman  among  the  fifteen.     There's  a  lot  of  comradary, 
Joking.     We're  together  everyworklng  day,  and  go  through  so 
many  experiences  together,   that  fct  gets  to  be  rather  a 


. 

I 


• 


11 

Russell  i        close-knit  group,  fcren  though  there  are  terrible  divergences 


. 
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attitudes  that  come  across  .  /-/  is   3-  ^ 

Grossman  t     How  were  you  received  by  the  ma*or?  (/#«*-/<"" 

while 
Russell  i       He  Is  a  very  good  politician,  and/he  had  supported  toy 

opponent  and  I  criticized  him,  after  the  campaign  was  over, 
ho  also  received  no  as  a  representative,  and  we  get  along 
very  well,   you  know,   on  a  personal  level.     I  stren/iuously 
disagree  with  a  lot  of  things  that  he  says  and  does*     On  the 
other  hand,   there  are  certainly  issues  on  which  we  agree. 
Grossnani      In  the  beginning,  did  you  feel  that  you  were  the  recipient  of 
any  deferential  treatment^'doors  being  opened,   being  allowed 

to  speak  first,   or  anything  of  that  nature? 

4-KarV    rea-H/    uJd-5 
Russell  i        I  think  the  only  time  I've  seen  anything  of  that  hao  boon 

during  the  first  week  when  all  the  counoilmen  were  going  to 
a  luncheon  on  the  top  floor  and  we  all  got  on  the  elevator 

and  they  let  me  In  first*     But  there  's  no  way  if  you're  at 

+h** 
the  back  of  the  elevator^they  can  let  you  out  first.     Cue 

of  the  oouncilmen  said,    "Well,   Eat,  you're  one  of  the  boys." 
Since  then  it's  been  established  as  a  joke,   but  it's  established 
a  feeling  that  they  wouldn't  give  me  any  particular  deference. 

When  it  comes  to  anything  on  the  floor,   or  speaking 
first,   there's  no  question.     That's  based  on  issues  and  I 
am  one  of  the  council  members,  and  that's  it,   period. 

Grossman  i     When  you  were  elected  to  office,  how  did  you  go  about  selecting 
your  staff? 

Russell  i       That  was  a  dlffluult  thing  In  some  ways,  because  since  It 

was  a  special  election  I  had  very  little  time  to  recover  from 
the  election  and  then  take  office.     It  was  on  a  Tuesday, 

/ffo/nf^j 

December  2,  and  I  was  seated  the  following  /December  8th. 
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Russell  i   :.y  deputy  Ann  ::ielsen,  who  is  with  me  now  as  a  deputy,  had  been 
a  long  time  friend  and  we  had  worked  together  In  the  League  of 
V/omen  Voters,  and  she  had  been  the  manager  of  my  campaign. 
We  had  talked  it  over  and  both  knew  that  if  I  won  she  would 
be  a  deputy.  We  have  worked  together  very  happily. 

Within  three  weeks  I  selected  my  second  deputy  who  is 
Curtis  Ilossiter,  and  I  had  known  him  a  little  bit  from  work 

~  in  past  community  work,  and  In  Tom  Bradley *s  campaign. 

^~     ""> — \ 

.  y  third  deputy  ,1  guess,  oamey  after  about  six  months 

through  a  Coro  Internship,  and  applied  for  the  Job.     Those 
have  been  my  three  deputies  and  are  still  with  me.     I'm  very 
proud  of  them.     I  think  the  MMfcMT  quality  of  service  our 
office  gives  depends  a  lot  on  them. 

For  the  rest,   I  ha^ve  two  administrative  assistants  who 
are  not  civil  service.     Oie  I  had  known  for  aaxMHtl  years  and 
had  worked  with  in  the  community,  and  irhom  I  Ja*vMwd,  and  who 
L.     The  other  came  later  and  applied.     The  remainder 
of  ny  staff,   five  senior  clerk- stenos* are  civil  service,   and 
passed  tests,  and  I  Interviewed  then. 

Grossman:     Did  you  make  any  effort  to  sexually  balance  your  staff,  or 
to  give  women  more  of  a  chance  on  your  staff? 
I  had  some  awareness  of  this,   but  It  dtfe't         I  didn't  even 


Uucselli 


have  to  make  any  effort  on  this.  It  was  natural  to  have  Ann 
because  we'd  worked  together,  and  Curtis  Rossiter  was  a 
natural  because  of  his  background.  So  It's  worked  out 
easily.  It  is  important  to  me,  though^that  I  would  have  a 
woman  on  my  staff,  and  I  would  not  feel  that  it  was  right  not 
to  have  a  woman  In  one  of  the  top  spots.  9* 
wouldn't  want  to  have  it  all  women,  either. 


'  '        ** 
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Grossman:  How  do  you  handle  your  homework  —  the  reading  you  have  to 


Ot." 


do.  preparing  'issues? 

ftussellj   A  good  part  of  this  is  done  by  my  staff,  and  JHU  always 
take  work  home,  and  I  have  business  reading  by  my  bed  at 
night.  One  thing  that's  been  very  useful  to  me  is  to  have 
a  tape  recorder,  which  I  have  In  Jrhh  car,  and  I  do  a  fair 
amount  of  dictation  going  back  and  forth  In  the  car.  It 
takes  a  lot  of  concentration,  and  a  lot  of  budgeting  of  time 
to  get  everything  done. 

Grossman  i  Eow  do  you  apportion  your  time  between  your  duties  on  the 

council, your  home  and  family,  any  special  outside  activities 
you  might  have? 

Russell  i   It's  hard.  The  Job  is  really  very  consuming,  not  only  is  It 

0.0 

to  me,   but  it  is  to  nearly  all  the  other  councilmen.     I  get 
out  I  think  an  average  of  three  or  four  nites  a  week,  and 
something  like  every  other  weekend,   I  have  two  or  three 
engagements.     This  does  make  it  hard  to  have  a  regular  home 
life,     flth  Just  my  husband  and  me  IflHMc  we  can  balance 
it  with  one  another,  but  it  is  not  easy.     I  think  that  is  one 
of  the  tough  problems. 

Grossman  i     Do  you  think  It  might  be  more  difficult  for  a  woman  because 
in  addition  to  her  nmmellTnnn  duties  she  alwo  has  to  take 
care  of  t  e  house,   take  care  of  meals,   take  care  of  laundry, 
this  sort  of  thing? 

Russell  i        This  is  the  typical  working  woman  kind  of  problem,  and  I  think 
that's  usually  worked  out  on  an  Individual  basis.     In  the 
case  of  our  family,   I  think  we've  always  had  a  good  partner 
ships  feeling,  and  split  the  Jobs  pretty  well.     There  are 
difficulties  beyond  that,   though,   because  I  think,   at 


-fhe  f  e  dire 


Russell » 


Grossman « 
Russell i 


least  In  my  generation,   frhe.  Tauoiiicoe  of  role  identification,/** 
adSfrj4s  much  as  I  enjoy  the  Job,  and  as  much  as  I  believe  in 
what  I'm  doing,    I'm  certainly  aware  of  conflicts  in  myself  and 
the  way  I  use  my  tine.     I  hope  that  that's  something  that  will 
pass,  and  not  be  a  problem  for  coming  generations*     It  «n 
hardly  help  but  be,   though,   for  me. 

Could  you  go  into  what  kind  of  conflicts  you're  experiencing? 
As  I  say,   the  Job  itself  is  consuming,   so  that  I  could  be  out 

cvory  night,  and  it's  hard  for  me  to  get  home  before  six 

if 
thirty  or  seven  in  the  evening,  and/my  husband  is     home 


before  I  am  I  always  feel  bad, whet her  I  should  or  no1 
He  doesn't  want  me  to,   but  nonetheless,   I  find  that  feeling 
there.     Ke  and  I  like  to  hike  and  like  to  ski,  and  then  when 
the  kids  are  home  for  vacations,   I  find  myself  torn  when  I'm 
at  work.     As  I  say,  not  from  their  part,   because  they  under 
stand,  but  it's  Just  the  way  I  feel  myself. 
Grossman i     Are  you  ever  assigned  tasks  on  the  council  that  it  seems 


Russell: 


nobody  else  wants  to  do? 

the 
You  mean  because  I'm  •  woman? 


2Jo,   I  haven't  experienced  that.     I  think  my  relationship  with 
the  council  members  in  terms  of  my  being  a  woman  has  been 
almost  completely  delightful. 


Grossman i 


Russell: 


you  find  that  there 


dlo 
VJhen  you're  meeting  in  public  session, 

IS 
MM  an  acceptable  way  to  act? 

Leaning  that  there's  an  accepted  and  a  not-accepted/     It 
may  be.     I  haven't  experienced  it,  because  I  haven't  pushed 
the  limits.     I  think  it  comes  rather  naturally  to  me  to 
fit  into  whatever  pattern  they  had,  and  I'm  comforatble  with 
the  way  I'm  doing 
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Grossmanj 


4,  yo<-> 

According  to  an  article  on  Decehber  23,   1971f 


called  one  of  the  most  concerned  members  of  the  council  — 
possibly  the  most  concerned.  Do  you  think  that  as  a  woman 
you  bring  special  qualities  to  the  council? 

Russell «       I  think  there's  some  of  this,   yes.     The  fact  that  I  have 
worked  in  community  g*e«pe  and  with  young  people,  and  I 
think  I  do  have  the  qualities  —  some  of  the  qualities  —  most 
closely  associated  with  women  in  terms  of  a  certain  compassion, 
and  a  concern  for  people- 'bfiic  of  problems. 

Grossman i     Do  you  find  that  either  sex  understands  issues  or  articulates 
issues  better  than  the  other? 

Russell «        I  really  don't  think  there's  a  sex  differential!*!  on  that. 

I  think  some  of  the  most  compassionate  people  I  know  are  men, 
and  I  think  some  of  the  most  articulate,   clearest  thinking 
people  I  know  are  women.     "Tow,    I  think  there  is  a  major 
difference,   and  that  is  that  women  do  not  have  nearly  as 

much  experience  in  some  of  the  organization  «•£  rough-aud 
io 
tumble,  SMI  having  to  take  the  heat  and  pressure,  «MdMftteg0— »» 

that  men  are  forced  into.     I  think  this  shows  up  in  the 
numbers  of  women  who  are  able  to  respond  in  these  situations. 
I  think  that  women  are  perfectly  capable  in  every  respect  to  do 
it,  but  there  are  gust  not  as  many  women  who've  had  the 
experience. 

Grossmanj     Do  you  ever  find  that  people  approach  you  with  certain  Issues 
because  you're  a  woman  and  they  feel  that  you'd  be  more 

sympathetic?  oroi^b/y 

/ 
Russell  i  think  there  is  some  of  thin  —  some  health  problems,   that 

kind  of  thing. 
Grossman  t     There  was  an  aritcle  in  the  L.A._pLme5  on  March  9i   1972, 


- 


•• 
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Grossman  i      that  Indicated  that  you  had  received  the  support  of  twelve 
other  councilman  in  passing  a  resolution  to  support  the 
equal  rights  for  women  ^     When  you  brought  this  up  before 
the  council,   did  you  find  that  the  men  thought  it  was  a 
serious  Issue? 

Russell t       It's  interesting.     They  did  at  this  time  —  this  Karon  —  as 
the  equal  rights  amendment  is  going  through  the  United 
States  Senate.     A  year  and  a  half  ago,   in  August  of  1970, 
when  vie  had  a  celebration  of  fifty  years  of  women's  suffrage, 
aa£  I  had  a  special  presentation  in  council.     At  that  time 
I  found  that  there  were  three  or  four  counollmen  who  Indeed, 
took  it  very  seriously,  and  the  others  took  it  lightly. 
Interestingly,   the  media  took  It  very  lightly,  and  there's 
been  quite  a  change  in  the  month  since  then. 

Grossmanj     Are  there  any  other  issues  that  you  consider  important  that  the 
men  seem  to  take  lightly? 

Russell i        I  think  not  many,   and  not  really  seriously.     Sometimes  there 
will  be  some  kind  of  a  beauty  contest  winner  or  something 
where  the  men  will  treat  it  lightly  in  a  way  I  cannot,   but 
that's  grotty  far  off  the  city  business,  and  it's  only  some 
thing  like  that  that  I  fiMMd  difficult. 

Grossman  t     How  do  you  handle  a  situation  like  that  when  the  men  are 

very  jovial  and  Joking  about  a  situation  and  it's  a  little  bit 
more  important  to  you? 

Russell  i        I  can  only  think  of  —  as  I  say  —  about  three  times.     It's 
not  on  anything  that  comes  to  a  vote,   so  I  haven't  made  an 
issue  of  it.     There  was  one,  when  I  mentioned  that  a  woman 
had  not  been  named  ~  no  woman  was  naned-to  a  five  member 
committee  on  health  matters  for  the  city  by  the  mayor.     I 


17 

aussolli        pointed  this  out  and  said  I  thought  It  was  a  serious  lack, 
because  health  problems  are  Important  to  women  not  only 
because  they  have  them,  but  because  women  in  our  society  and 
in  our  community  do  a  great  deal  of  the  health  services  —  both 
professional  and  voluntary.     There  was  a  little  Joking  about 
that,  and  something  about  a  gynegologist.     uie  council  men 
said  It,   and  I  really  thought  it  i«as  very  poor,   and  I  Just 
couldn't  laugh,  and  there  were  about  two  councilnen  who  looked 
rather  stricken,  and  the  others  laughed.     Such  a  thing  has 
not  come  up  again.     I  think  there  was  some  recognition  of  it. 
[laughter] 

Grossman i      I  see.     When  you  have  to  decide  which  way  to  vote  on  a  certain 
issue,   how  do  you  go  about  making  a  choice? 

Russelli        I  have  to  get  Information,  and  often  there  will  be  pros  and 
cons,  and  if  it's  a«««**»teiff=w=4**«-  a  hard  decision  and  the 
pros  and  con ft  balance,   then  I  have  to  dig  for  more  infor 
mation^.     I  had  a  tough  zoning  decision  to  make  in  the 
council  today,  and  I  could  see  the  pros  and  cons.     And  I  will 
then  very  often  quiz  the  staff  very  carefully,   the  professional 
to  see  what  they've  discovered  and  what  their  thinking  is 
and  how  they  back  it  up.     Today  there  was  staff  disagree 
ment  over  zoning,   so  it  really  is  a  question  of  balancing  it, 
•and  then  you  have  to  vote  yes  or  nof .     You'd  like  to  vote 
yes-but,    or  no-maybe,   or  something,  but  you  have  to  vote 
yes  or  no. 

Quite  often  I  feel  unhappy  with  my  vote,  and  I  can't 
think  of  anyway  t+mm*  I  could  feel  happy,   but  that's  Just 
one  of  the  things  you  have  to  live  with. 

Grossman  i     Are  you  ever  influenced  by  your  husband  in  making  your 
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Grossman i      decision? 

Russell i       lot  very  —   1  can't  think  of  any  specific  tines.     He's 

ennormously  valueable  to  me  In  having  general  discussions  of 
issues.     We've  always  had  good  discussions.     He's  developed 

Ver-4,   h««3-vr  'y 

a  lot  of  Interesting  ideas  which  I've  dra>d  onf  but  to 
influence  any  specific  decisions,  no,  partly  because  I  have 
to  decide  rather  rapidly  and  specif ioally»  and  partly  because 
I  feel  it  is  important  for  me  to  lay  out  all  the  facts  and  do 
it  myself.  The  importance  of  his  Influence  really  is  In 
general  issues,  and  his  background  being  engineering  and 
scientific  ~  he's  a  very  broad  thinker.  He's  enormously 
valueable  to  me. 

Grossman «  Do  you  ever  find  that  you're  approached  by  someone  else  on 
the  council  who  wants  to  gather  support  for  an  issue, 
pomslbly  with  the  idea  in  mind  that  you're  more  easily 
influenced  because  you're  a  woman? 

Russell «   This  may  have  been  true  a  few  times  in  the  beginning,  although 
I  can't  think  of  any  specific  circumstances.  I  believe  it 

hdijd 

is  not  true  at  all4     In  fact,  one  of  the  councilman  said  to 
me  the  other  day,  yhen  I  was  discussing  a  tough  decision, 
he  said,    "Well,  don't  worry  about  what  the  other  councilman 
will  think."     Then  ke  said,    "Of  course,   you  never  really  dol" 
[Laughter]     So  I  think  that  is  probably  something  of  a 
general  attitude. 
Grossman  i     Do  you  ever  find  that  you  have  to  resort  to  so-called 

•for    A.r\    (SSO^ 

fenfcnfene  wlles?ln  order  to  gather  support  on  anything  you 
think  is  Important? 

Russelli        I  don't  think  so.     It  is  rather  important  to  me  not  to,  and 
I  find  it  is  important  that  I  gather  support  on  the  basis 


» 
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Russell »   of  the  strength  of  the  alssue.  I  don't  even  like  to  use 

the  argument  that  since  I'm  the  councilman  of  the  district 
1  want  you  to  go  with  me,  which  Is  part  of  the  code  In 
council  a  lot.   ,ven  In  that  case,  I  «ML  try  to  present  the 
merits  of  the  case,  and  figure  If  they  want  to  vote  for  what 
I  say  because  I  am  the  councilman  of  the  district,  I  will 
certainly  accept  that.  But  I  have  given  then  the  factual 
background  to  go  on  in  the  beginning.  I'm  really  conscientious  ( 
opposed  to  using  womanly  wiles  to  get  decisions.  I  enjoy  the 
by-play  and  the  man-woman  relationship  and  game  very  much, 
and  I  think  It  provides  a  lot  of  lubrication  In  the  dally 
relationships,  but  if  I  ever  though~fl  were  using  womanly 
wiles  I  think  I'd  slap  my  own  wrists.  [Laughter] 

Grossman  t  When  as  issue  is  on  the  floor,  do  you  ever  find  that  the  men 

seem  to  have  more  authority  when  they're  speaking  just  because 
their  voices  are  louder  and  deeper  than  yours? 

Russell i   I  have  found  this  In  many  parlor  discussions,  or  informal 
discussions,  une  of  the  values  of  council  debate  is  that 
it's  done  under  parliamentary  procedure,  and  with  microphones, 
and  you're  timed,  and  nobody  gets  away  with  that. 

Grossman  i  When  people  approach  you  in  public  session/  with  certain 
issues,  do  you  ever  find  that  you  might  be  moro  willing 
to  listen  sympathetically, to  hear  them  out,  or  to  help 
them  articulate  what  they  have  to  day,  whereas  the  men  are 
more  impatient  and  want  to  get  down  to  the  facts. 

Russell  i   I  think  this  is  much  moro  an  individual  difference  than  It 
is  a  man -woman  difference. 
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Hussell:   Interestlnclyt  elected  officials  for  the  most  part*  — 

___  'y        for 

M**  not  universal,   but/the  most  party"loarn  to  listen 
to  people,   and  I  think  that's  one  way  they  get  elected. 
It's  their  Job  and  they're  really  good  at  it.     I've  come  to 
respect  then.     You  do  have  off  days.     I've  had  off  days  where 
I  grew  Impatient,  and  another  councilman  beside  me  would  take 
the  lead  and  help  somebody,   and  help  them  pull  out  what  they 
were  trying  to  say.     I  have  great  respect  for  my  colleagues 
on  this  point. 

Grossman:      Is  there  any  specialization  on  the  council  in  terns  of  who 

o_iK<M- 

gets  assigned  to ^committees  or  takes  up  what  issues? 

ilbs 

irusselli       I  think  not  particularly.     Oice  the  assignments  are  made,  about 

/ 

planning  or  finance,   then  the  counoilnen  carry  through  on 
then.     Once  in  a  while  there  teeacouncilnen  who  will  take  some 
issues  to  themselves,  and  certainly  environnent  is  one  of  then, 

but  the  other  councilman  don't  let  them  got  away  with  it 

c  £«^l 

usually.     Wf  Several  councilman  -think  that  they're  pre 
eminent  in  environment  or  in  understanding  financial 
problems • 
Grossnan j     Do  you  ever  find  that  the  men  on  the  board  are  at  some 

advantage  because  they  do  have  a  professional  background  — 
a  law  background  or  perhaps  a  business  background,  and  that 

helps  then  understand  issues  or  deal  with  issues. 

or* 
Russell »        I  don't  think  so  particularly.     We  have  four  lawyers  —'five 

lawyers  now  —  and  there's  sort  of  a  Joke  about  who  the 
lawyers  are  on  the  council.     I  don't  believe  that  that's  a 

particularly  important  factor.     It's  more,   I  think,  whether 

a.v">dJy-fjcaJ 
you  have  an  active  mind  —  whether  you're  anylitieal, 

whether  you're  willing  to  work  hard,   whether  you  llstnJB»   this 


Russell » 
Grossman i 


Russell > 
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kind  of  thing. 

When  you  work  on  the  council,  are  you  required  to  attend 

many  oonf erences  and  meetings  that  take  you  to  other  parts 

of  the  city  or  state? 

A  certain  number.  I'm  a  member  for  the  council  of  the  League 

C  <-> 


of  California  Cities,   the  Los  Angeles'k)! vision,  where  I'm 

chairman  of  the  environmental  committee.      This  takes 

gofa»G  to  meetings.     Sometimes  I  go  to  Sacramento  on  specific 

legislation  that's  Important  in  my  own  district.     And  then 

there  are  organizations  where  I  attend  meetings. 

Kow  do  those  trips  affect  your  family  life? 

There  aren't  really  enough.     Tiiu  only  Ehlnfc  within  the 

county,   it  doesn't  make  any  difference  whether  I  *»»  there  or 


Grossman i 
Russell i 


in  city  hall.  And  even  this  is  true  in  Sacramento.  I  was 
there  ^onday,  and  I  Just  left  on  a  eight  fifteen  plane  and 
was  home  for  dinner. 

Grossman  i      Jhen  you  do  go  out  of  the  city  and  away  from  the  ocwity,  are 
people  surprised  that  you're  a  woman? 

Russell i       There's  a  little  bit  of  that  but  not  very  much.     People  are 
seeing  more /and  are  accepting  it.      It's  noted  sometimes,   and 
it's  a  little  more  fun,   that's  all. 

Grossman  i     Are  there  joles  made  in  reference  to  your  being  a  woman? 

Russell  i        ilardly  —  I'm  hardly  aware  of  it.     Cnce  in  a  while. 

People  often  forget  —  they're  so  used  to  saying  "Mr. 
President  and  gentlemen",    something  like  this.     I  don't  pay 
any  attention  to  that.     I  remind  the  other  councilmen  some 
times,   but  that's  all. 

Grossman t     Have  you  noticed  any  difference  in  the  council  between  the  way 

dlead 
men  deal  with  their  staffs  and  the  way  you  4*  with  your  staff? 


• 


. 
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Busselli        :othing  that  I  oan  attribute  to  the  male-female.' 

Grossman «      What  about  your  constituents?     How  do  you  keep  In  touch  with 
them? 

roisscllt        We  have  nany  telephone  calls  coming  In  and  letters.     It's 
been  very  Important  to  me  from  the  beginning  that  we  are 
responsive  —  that  we  answer  them  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
that  we  respond  to  what  the  need  is*     And  I've  opened  two 
district  offices  In  different  parts  of  the  district  so  that 
I'd  be  available  and  people  could  cone  4h  in  to  see  me  without 
having  to  come  down  town.     I  go  to  many  organization  meetlngSf 
and  I  go  to  people's  homes  on  specific  pro&fcems  or  block 
club  meetings.     It's  important  to  me  to  be  active  In  the 
district  and  have  people  have  a  personal  sense  of  their 
councilman  being  there. 

Grossman  :     I.'ow  do  you  respond  to  special  interest  croups  within  your 
district? 

Russell i        I'm  open  really  to  anyone  who  wants  to  come  in  and  discuss 
things.     I've  learned  to  listen*  «•&  I've  learned  that  when 
they're  In  strong  idisagreenent  with  me  that  it's  very 

important  to  listan.    "That  people  oan  como  In  hostile,   but  ttvt 
c 

t^tbey  find  that  if  you  really  listen  and  answer  questions  and 
ask  questions,   even  if  you  don't  agree  with  each  other,   that 
therfe  is  an  easing  of  the  tension  because  of  the  communication. 
I  find  that  it's  rather  easy  to  respond  to  special  Interest 
groups. 

Grossman  i     Are  you  ever  approached  by  women's  groups  who  might  make 
demands  on  you  specifically  because  you  are  a  woman? 

Russell:        Quite  a  bit,   particularly  now  that  women  are  eager  to  advance 
the  cause  of  women  In  office  or  equality  for  aomen.     I  think 
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Russell »   that  they  lilzo  to  cone  to  ne  as  a  wonan  —  as  sonethlng  of 
a  leader  being  the  only  wonan  on  the  council.  I  enjoy  that 
role  and  respond  the  best  I  can  to  It. 

End  Side  One 


;innins  Side  Two 

Grossman:  :.rs.  Ilussell,  I'd  like  to  ask  you  a  few  questions  about 
your  personal  life.  How  have  you  been  affected  by  the 

fishbowl  atmosphere  of  being  in  politics? 
i 

Russell:   It's  not  pleasant.  I  don't  like  it.  It  doesn't  bother 

3-$f  eert 
ne  tremendously,  though.  There's  one  little  &*•»  to  that 


that's  interesting.  There's  a  certain  anonymity  that  a 

woman  has  because  she  carries  her  husband's  married  name,  which 

oJ^n-V  -Vo  ^A^S^re^      £ 

I  think  is  one  of  the  things  that  women  Overcome.  ^- because        ^ 
you  do  cet  lost  if  you  try  to  find  aid  friends,   or  anything.     >L 
But  it  works  in  a  surprising  way  beins  in  office,   because  we 

52 

haven't  even  had  to  take  our  phone  number  out  of  the  book  ^ 

because  nobody  thinks  to  look  under  my  husband's  name, 
[laughter] 

Grossman:      I3ac  that  same  fishbowl  kind  of  atmosphere  affected  your 
husband  and  your  children? 

Russell:        My  husband  somewhat.     Although  I  think  —  well  yes,   it 

affects  him  because  people  ask  him  about  me  and  what  Is  it 
like  to  bo  married  to  me.     Hot  very  much  with  the  kids 
largely  because  they're  away  at  school.     And  to  the  degree 
it  does  I  think  It's  Just  kind  of  fun.     I  don't  think  itfs 
reached  them  enough  to  bother  them. 

Grossman:      Ilovr  do  you  handle  criticism  that  you  cot? 

Russell:        You  Just  simply  have  it  every  day  and  a  great  deal  of  it, 
and  fortunately  I  was  prepared  for  that.     I  came  into 
office  because  I'd  observed  the  government  scene  for  so 
long  and  I  kind  of  anticipated  it.     You  have  to,   I  think, 
believe  that  you're  doing  the  best  you  can,  and  have 
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confidence  In  what  you're  doing  and  you  also  have  to  be 
willing  to  accept  the  fact  that  you  make  mistakes  and  that 

you  will  make  mistakes ,  and  you  Just  have  to  own  up  to  them* 
[Interruption] 
Grossman «     i.rs.   Russell,  we  were  talking  about  the  daily  criticism  that 

a  councilman  experiences.     Have  you  noticed  any  difference  in 

the  way  men  and  women  react  to  criticism? 
Russell i        I  think  there's  sonie  difference  which  I  would  attribute  to 

the  thing  I  mentioned  earlier,   that  nen  have  more  experience 

than  women  do  in  pressure  and  having  to  face  public  criticism* 

For  the  women  who've  had  the  experience!    I  don't  see  a 

difference. 

Grossman «     How  has  the  local  press  treated  you? 
iiussell:        lou  always  have  your  ups  and  downs  with  press,   but 

generally  I've  been  very  pleased.     We've  had  some  good  people 

in  the  press  who  write  accurate  stories,  and  whether  I  like 

tjem  or  not,   if  they're  accurate,   that's  good. 
Grossman t     Do  they  give  you  any  special  attention  because  you're  the  only 

woman  on  the  council? 

Russell i        I  don't  think  they  do,  not  on  news  items* 
Grossman  t     Eow  would  you  say  that  being  in  politics  has  affected  your 

marriage? 
Russell  i       dnly  in  the  ways  I  mentioned  before^  jffcvt  I  think^  *fr  being 

away  sometimes  when  I'd  like  to  be  home,   and  conflicts  in 

schedules,   and  sometimes  I'm  concerned  about  that. 
Grossman i     Have  you  experienced  any  conflicts  about  being  a  leader  on  the 

outside  and  then  being  back  in  a  relationship  with  your 

husband? 
Russell «        I  think  not,    really,   because  we've  had  what  one  of  my 

friends  described  as  a  toe-to-toe  relationship^  through 
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Russell:       ^fe  our  yelafriaiiMiip  anyway.     The  chief  problem  is  really 
the  consuming  quality  of  the  Job. 

Grossman  t     rave  your  children  ever  indicated  any  advantages  or  dis 
advantages  to  having  a  mother  who's  in  politics? 

Russell i        They've  been  old  enough  that  it  doesn't  affect  them  the 

nay  I  think  it  would  younger  children.     Oice  in  a  while  in 
some  areas  if  they  meet  people  who  realize  that  thefrr 
not hor 's  on  the  city  council  there's  some  Interest.     It  doesn't 
really  make  a  big  difference. 

Grossman »     Eow  has  your  private  life  been  af f ected.  nflfe  the  amount  of 

tine  you  have  to  spend  hiking  or  skiing  or  being  Involved  with 
youth  groups? 

Russell  t        Primarily»   I  don't  have  as  much  time  to  spend  with  friendSi  and 
I  find  that  that  affects  me  more  than  anything  else. 

Grossman  i      Do  you  find  that  you  have  to  spend  time  wit,    political  contacts 
in  social  engagements  that  you  otherwise  wouldn't  be  Involved 
with? 

Ruseolt          Yes  —  not  purely  social. 

Grossman i     And  how  do  you  deal  with  that? 

Russell i        I  Just  so.     [Laughter] 

Grossman t      OK.     I  notice  that  your  staff  refers  to  you  as  "the  boss." 

Do  you  have  any  difficulty  in  dealing  with  that  kind  of  rmole? 

Itusselli          o,   that's  pretty  general  around  dty  hall  with  the  staff  of 

councilmen.      It   Just  makes  me  smile. 

5erv/n*- 
Grossman  i     lias  sitting-  on  the  council  been  different  than  you  thought 

it  would  be? 
Husselli          o  in  major  ways.     I  had  anticipated  that  it  would  have  a 

lot  of  frustrations  because  I  have  observedi^Tor  a  long  time. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,   I  think  it  has  been  more  rewarding  in 
little  ways  than  I  had  thought  it  would  be. 
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Grossman i     Do  you  feel  that  it  has  changed  you  as  a  person? 

Russell »        I  think  so.     .  ot  deeply,   I  don't  think  it's  the  kind  of 

experience  to  affect  deep  changes  on  a  person,  but  I  think 
•att^—  it  has  changed  me  In  being  a  little  thicker  skinned 
aid  open  to  —  I  think  more  open  In  nw  i»olo.4)lann>    -29Bt 
And  certainly  In  my  awareness  of  different  kinds  of  people. 
•fould  you  recommend  political  life  to  tther  ipenen? 
Oh  yes,   very  much.     I  do  all  the  time. 

Do  you  feel  that  women  need  more  representation  In  government? 
Yes,   definitely'. 


Grossman « 

Hussell: 

Grossnan : 

Hussell i 

Jrossnan »      What  is  it,   do  you  think,   that  keeps  cittoir  women  out  of 

politics?  - 

Russell t        I  think  In  the  past  it's  been  the  difficulty  im  breaking  out 

of  a  homemaker  role  for  many  women,   and  the  difficulty  In 

getting  started  for  women  who  want  to  do  it  as  a  career. 

In  the  pact,   the  women  have  been  pushed  Into  'gf  drudgery 

in   poi /~f~*('-5 

classification^  and  they've  always  been  In  the  women 
auxiliary  kind  of  thing  which  has  certainly  changed  In  recent 
years. 
Grossnan  t      Do  you  feel  that  as  a  woman  in  government  there  is  anything 


Russell i 


you  can  do  to  involve  more  women  in  politics? 

JC  hope.    -/-Ka_4r 

I  think  so^thisjLs  one  of  the  things  4MMttr  I  can  accomplish 
In  my  office  —  partly  Just  by  being  here  and  having  people 

know  about  It,  and  partly  as  I  meet  individual  women  who 

4*et 

are  Interested  and  I  encourage  them.  /*»  croups  of  young 


woman,   too.     I  think  you  have  to  remember,   too,   that  it's 

Soo    ainrv  9ct  <3h  rw 

th 


not  Just  the  women  vhot  you  moot,  you  have  to 
men,  too,  so  they  welcome  and  work  with 


the 
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Grossman:     Do  you  think  there  are  certain  problems  that  all  women  in 

politics  share? 
Russell »       There  are  a  few.     Currently,    I  think  it  is  rather  hard  to  get 

the  media  to  accept  women  seriously.     ..y  colleagues  and  people 

in  government  for  the  most  part  do,  and  the  constituents  do, 

But  I  find  more  in  the  media  than  any  where  else,   there's 

a  tendency  to  treat  women  lightly. 

Grossman:      What  do  you  think  oan  be  done  about  that? 
Hussell:        I  wish  I  knew.     [laughter]     I  think  partly  to  get  more 

women  in  responsible  Jobs  in  the  media  is  one  thing  to  do. 

And  then  there's  a  certain  attrition.     I  certainly  enjoy 

ddLK  44^e^JLS 

the  guys  that  are  working  in  the  nedia  and^alk  with  SMB* 

individuals. 
Grossman t     Shirley  Chisholm  indicated  that  she  experiences  more 

discrimination  as  a  woman  than  she  does  as  a  black. 
:~.Ticsell»        Yes,    I  heard  her  say  that. 

Grossman t      Do  you  think  that's  generally  typical  of  the  political  arena? 
Russell i        It  could  be.     It  varies,  and,   of  course   I  think  one  reason  that 

Shirley  Chisholm  says  this  is  because  she's  found  a  lot  of 

discrimination  from  black  men,  and  can  only  attribute  that  to 

Con-fbvt 

the  man-woman^—     I've  seen  it  happen  to  her,   too. 
Grossman «      Do  you  feel  that  politics  is  still  mainly  a  man's  world? 

Russell  i        If  you're  Just  counting  numbersjof  people,   it  certainly  is, 

+kir\k- 
but  I  fa ti.  we're  seeing  such  a  chance,   in  numbers,   coming  in 

quite  fast.     And  certainly  in  attitudes  —  I  wouldn't  call 

it  Just  a  nan's  word  now. 
Grossmant     Have  you  ever  felt  discriminated  against  because  you're  a 

woman? 
Russell i        Oh,   yes. 

G 
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Grossman  i      In  political  llfo  specif  loally? 

Husselli         .o,   I  think  all  my  life,   in  growing  up  and  so  forth, 

perSooA.\Vy 

though  In  ny  por-amal  lilfo  I've^been  treated  well  —  in  my 
family  life  and  outside  friends,  et  cetera.  It  was  a  shock  to 
me  at  a  fairly  young  time  in  ny  life  to  realize  that  no 
matter  how  well  I  did  in  my  llfo  la  school,  or  in  various 
activities,  et  cetera,  that  everybody  expected  me  to  grow 
up,  get  married,  and  live  happily  evcrafter.  When  I  really 

•wanted  to  do  some  of  the  other  things,***-  1  am  jit  mil  copfed  with 

recaAC   4«  yoo 

*U  bj   aiid  by.     I  think  I  can't  TpmnnTin-p  nny  ntVior  instances 


of  having  been  discriminated  against,   because  I  don't 

particularly  harbor  a  resentment.     I  Just  figure  that's  part 

of  it  and  one  of  the  ones  that's  going  to  beat  that  racket. 

There's  no  question,    I  think. 
Grossn..7:        Do  you  consider  yourself  a  part  of  tho  Women's  Liberation 

.  ovenent? 
..usselli        Oh,   yes.     In  fact,    I'm  asked  that  quite  frequently.     I 

essentially  think  that  most  women  who  have  any  self  -awareness 

are. 
Grossman  i      Have  you  ever  considered  calling  yourself  oouncilwoman  on  all 

of  your  stationary,    et  cetera? 
Russell  i        Yes,    I  have.      It  turns  out  that  this  gets  to  be  one  of  the 

questions   I  deal  with  most  frequently.      I  really  don't 

o>tae|ke^ 
care  Jrf'  I'm  called  councilman  or  oouncilwoman.      It's  legally 

written   In   the  charter  councilman.     It  bothers  people,   and 
I  find  that  increasingly  as  people  jet  more  aware  of  the 

:en's  Lib  i.ovement,   more  people  —  men  and  women  —  want 
to  say  counollwoman.     It  bothers  men  more,   I  thlnky  than 
women.   I  have  always  viewed  the  council  man  sort  of  thing 
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Russell  i        as  being  a  neuter.      i'horo*D  a  growing  awareness  **•£  this 

isn't  acceptable.  I  feel  caught  betwixt  and  between.  It's 
awkward  to  say  "councllwoman,"'4uid  so  I  don't  know  where  It 
goes,  but  I  wind  up  saying  to  people  "I  don't  care  what  you 
call  me  as  long  as  I  hold  the  office." 

Grossman:      Do  you  feel  that  women  are  still  pretty  much  confined  In  the 
political  world  to  school  boards  and  art  commissions,  and 
things  of  this  nature? 

Russell  i        t^'o,    I  think  not.      I /see  women  on  the  council,   and  we  have  only 
three  women   in  the  state  legislature,   but  I  think  we're 
seeing  a  much  more  open  attitude  toward  it.     There  are  many 
ways  In  which  it's  easier  for  a  woman  to  be  on  some  of 
the  commissions.      I  don't  think  vre  ought  to  treat  those  as 
second  class   jobs,   which  there's  a  great  tendency  to  do»     I 
think  thejrere  valuable.      I  know  people  think  that  In  many 
cases  that  because  I'm  on  a  city  council,   that's  not  as 
high  status  as  being  In  congress  or  the  assembly  —  state 
legislature.      If  you're  going  to  rank  people,    I'm  sure  that's 
true,      riut  as  far  as  I'm  concerned,   the  place  to  be  —  where 
things  are  happening  — -  iAs  at  the  local, level,   and  I  think 
the  Los  Anpreles  City  Council  is  inhere  I'd  rather  be  than 
any  place   elso  in  the  world. 

Grossman  i      Jo  you  feelthat  you've  been  effective  on   the  council? 

solli        oh,    yes.     That's  one  of  my  rewards,      I'here  are  many  ways  In 

which  I  feel  it's  ipade  a  difference  in  the  district  and  in 
-V-taa^    I   v*ja.s    heire.. 

Grossman t      What  accomplishments  are  you  most  proud  of? 

Russell t        We've  made  —  In  terms  of  this  airport  community  relationship 
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I've  spoken  of,    I  think  we've  made  some  major 


range  planning!  In  helping  people  tehwfr—  =o««tfr  just  treatment 
as  they  were  getting  their  houses  condemned.  4,  Jarakfcning  the 
airport  and  airlines  to  the  Importance  of  noise  abatement, 

|KI  '^ 

ugettinglmuoh  better  relationship  between  airport  and 
community.   It's  not  great,  but  much  better  than  It  was. 
I  think  I've  been  effective  In  encouraging  wise  development 
along  our  coastline  —  we  have  nine  and  a  half  miles  of  beach 
In  the  district  —  In  preventing  sone  bad  development. 

I  think  we've  had  good  community  police  relationships 
In  many  ways.  When  I  came  In  thero  was  a  very  bad  situation 

l/K.yO/'O^/'/TO, 

In  our  Venice  division.      I'm  not  responsible  for  doing    •*-J 

that,   that  was  really  done  by  the  police  department,   itself* 
on 

:rut  building^Krtiat  they've  done  —  what  they  did  —  we've 

helped  to  establish  a  good  rapport  in  the  community. 

4o 
I  think  we've  Just  simply  helped^^ralse  the  level  of  city 

services  —   tree  trimming,    street  cleaning,   and  this  kind  of 

thing. 
Grossman  «  .  you  look  at  what  the  other  councilaen  have  done,   do  you 

feel  that  they've  made  the  same  kinds  of  Improvements  that 

you've  done  In  your  district? 
•aelli        I  think  some  have  and  some  have  not. 
Grosso..  i        Is  there  anything  specific  that  you'd  like  to  see  done  Inthe 

future  before  your  term  Is  out? 
Russelli        In  my  own  district? 
Grossman  i      xes 
Russell  i        I'd  like  to  make  sure  that  we  have  good  coastline  controls* 

And  good     accessibility  to  the  beaches  for  the  public. 

Specifically  in  areas  of  off  beach  parking,  which  Is  an 
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Russell;    L-  thing  to  do,      I'd  like  to  get  the  West  Chester  community 
airport  relationship  on  finally  a  firm  footing  so  that 
decisions  there  are  made  rationally.     There  are  really  good 
noise  abatement  procedures^establishafc,   so  that  the  community 
<—  healthy,   viable  community  that's  growl as  without  being 
troubled  by  the  airport.     And,    I  think  that's  possible. 

I'd  like  to  see  in  our  Crenshaw  area  the  %*»•  rejuvenation 
of  the  commerical  area,   aid  a  strengthening  of  community  groups 
and  developments.      It's  a  beautiful  community  with  very 
strong  groups.      There 've  been  a  lot  of  chanses.      I'd  like 
to  see  them   stabilized.      One  area  of  apartments  is  very 
dense.      I  want  very  much  to  get  a  park  and  community  center 
there . 

I'd  like  to  see  public  transportation  improved  city- 
wide,   and  it's  very  important  in  our  sixth  district. 

Grossm.. »        It  sounds  like  you  have  a  lot  to  accomplish.     Do  you  have  any 
plans  at  this  time  to  run  again? 

Husselli        Yes,   In  four  years,    in  1975* 

Grossman t      lave  you  ever  considered  running  for  another  office? 

Russell i          o,   as  a  said  a  while  ago,   the  Los  Angeles  City  Council  is 
where  I  want  to  be. 

Grossman:      Is  your  husband  involved  at  all  in   political  life  or 
political  activity? 

Russell:        xo  a  certain  degree.      I'm  a  registered  Democrat  and  he's  a 

lepubllcan,   and  does  some   lie  publican  party  work, 
and  sone^ith  other  candidates. 


rossman  : 


Russell  « 


Grossman  i 


Grossman  i 


Russell: 
Grossman  i 

Ruseell: 
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Does  his  being  a  Republican  and  your  being  a  Democrat 

ever  cause  any  conflicts? 

o,   it  doesn't.       ot  with  my  ^non-partisan  office.     In  some 
ways  It's  kind  of  interesting,   useful. 
If  you  had  it  to  do  all  over  again,  would  you  run  again? 
Oh,   yes! 

i  rs.     :ussell,   are  you  under  any  special  pressures  that 
perhaps  the  men  on  the  council  are  not  under  in  terns  of  how 
you  dress  for  the  public? 
[Laughter]]     Yest 

::ow  do  you  decide  what  you're  soin*  to  wear  and  what  image 
you're  going  to  project?  ^JL, 

fell,   there's  one  respect  in  which  I'm  really %.  woman,    I 
guess.      I  love  clothes  and  I  always  have  and  I've  always 
liked  to  dress  in  what  I  feel  is  my  own   style,   is  me. 
On  the  council  I  don't  have  enough  tine  to  shop,   and   sometimes 
it's  catch  as  catch  can.      But  essentially,   that's  my  image 
is  to  be  my  ovm  style.      I  do  have  a  certain  awareness  of  being 
more  conservative  than  I  would ^in  ny  private  life  in  my 


Grossman i      Do  you  find  yourself  belnc  more  conservative  in  other 

be.  ncLV/o^ 

areas,    perhaps  in  your  attltudeo  totrards  people,   because  you're 

out  In   public? 
Russell  t        Yon,    I  think  so.      I  try  to  —  not  to  tqo  on^rild  flights.      I 

like  to  dance  wildly  sometimes  [laurhter^i   which  I'm  certainly 

careful  not  to  do  in  public. 

Grossman t        o  you  feel  the  men  on  the  council  are  under  that  same  pressure 
Russell i        Oh,   yes,    Indeed. 
Grossman »      Irs.   Russell,    is  there  anything  else  that  you  would  like  to 


Srossnan  i      say  In  regards  to  your  experience  being  a  woman  in 
politics? 

Russell «         .o,    I  think  you've  asked  ine  such  penetrating  questions,   and 
you've  covered  everything  I  can  think  of,   and  I'd  only  say 
what  I  think  I've  already  said  to  you,    that  I  really  love 

the   Job.      I  love  it  every  day,   and  I  love  It  In  the  long- 
is    i^ocX  a^s 
range  things,   and  that  I'll  do  everything  I  can  to  encourage 

other  women   to  get  in. 
Grossman »      Thank  you  very  much. 
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Interview  with  Phyllis  Seaton 
Interviewer:      Janice  Derderian 

Date: 

Transcrioed  by  Jane  West 

[Begin  Side  1.   Tape  On*.] 

Derderian:     Okay.     I  think  we  can  start  now.     Would  you  like  to  introduce!  yourailf 

peease? 
Seaton:  Yes.      I'm  Phyllis  Sea ton,  Mrs.  George  Seaton,   Councilman  (I'll  explain 

that  later)   in  the  city  of  Beverly  Hills,   serving  the  second  year 

of  ay  first  tern.     And  I'm  being  interviewed  by? 

Derderian:      Janice  Derderian,  a  student  at  Immaculate  Heart  College. 
Seaton:  For  what  purpose? 

Derderian:     For  an  Oral  History  class  involving  Women  In  Politics. 
Seaton:  Fine.     Now,  what  would  you  Ilka  me  to  say? 

Derderian:     Mrs.  Seaton,  I'd  Ilka  you  to  start  with  yey»  •  eehgspme',  your 

personal  background,  pyease. 
Seaton:  I  was  born  in  Engjaand,  brought  to  this  country  at  quite  an  early 

age,   two  and  a  half  years  old,  youngest  of  a  family  of  four  children. 

vve 

My  father  was  a  builder.     And-we  settled  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Cosing  from  an  English  background,   I  think  most  of  us  here  in  the 
United  States  raalisajlthey  do  start  education  a  bit  younger,  so 
that  when  I  went  to  rrhtxrl,  public  school  in  Detroit,   I  already 
could  read  and  write.     This,  in  my  opinion,   gives  anyone  a  head 
start.     Actually,    that's  what  we  now  call  Headstart,   isn't  it? 


. 
. 
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Derderian:      That'll   tight,    [laughter] 

Seaton:  We're  beginning  to  learn  that  children  can  learn  quite  early  on. 

My  mother  came  from  Sheffield,  England,  and  had  always  been  in 
dramatics,   so  it  was  her  enjoyment  in  life  to  read  a  great  deal  to 
all  of  us,   and  we  put  on  little  plays  and  wrote  them,   and  so  on. 
This  rather  sent  me,   as  a  child,   into  dramatics.     My  sister,  much 
older  than  I,  was  in  a  company,   and  they  were  putting  on,   for  a 
Christmas  show,   sort  of  a  Christinas  pantomime  we  would  call  it,   in 

England  —  and  it  still  is  that.     It's  definitely  for  children. 

H  « 

And  it  happened  to  be  Snow  White  and  the  Seven  Dwarfs.     I  enjoyed 

it,   and  this  company  did  a  let  of  plays  during  the  year.     It  was 
a  very  well-known,   civic  little  theater  company  in  Detroit* 

So  I  worked  with  that  company  in  child  parts,   and  had  an 
excellent,   lovely  time.     At  that  tine  —  we're  going  way  back,  now, 
in  history  —  I'll  think  of  the  date.     I  cave  to  this  country  in 

1907,  so  it  $p6  probably  was  about  1915  that  I  started  in  as  child 

t*t-  J)efre>/f 
actress.   Throe  was  a  company  thaOetgote.H  at  that  time,  quite  well 

known  In  theatrical  history,   called  the  Jesse  Bonstell  Stock  Company. 
She  had  written  tvothis  little  theater  group  In  Detroit  to  recommend 
a  young  child  actress  for  a  play  she  was  going  to  open  her  season 
with.     And  that  young  child  actress  turned  out  to  be  me. 

Derderian:     Excuse  me.     Approximately  what  age  were  you  at  this  point? 

Seaton:  Oh,   I  think  about  eight.         Having  had  this  background,   and  also 

having  had  the  discipline  of  a  British  family,  it  was  fairly  easy, 
and  I  enjoyed  it.     Miss  Bonstell  was  so  pleased  to  have  the  critics 
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Sea ton:  say  I  was  good  that  aha  searched  for  play*  in  which  I  would  appear. 

This  was  during     sunnier,   actually.     Her  company  was  during  the 
summertime,   so  it  did  not  interfere  with  my  schooling  in  any  way. 
I  enjoyed  doing  this    tremendously. 

The  artistic  director  of  the  company  at  that  time,  well  known 
in  theater  history  too,   called  Adams  Rice,  was  terribly  fond  of 
children.     And  so  he  taught  ma  a  great  deal  more  than  was  really 
necessary  that  I  know  as  a  child  actress.     He  kind  of  got  me  involved 
in  how  a  production  is  put  on,   and  how  to  stage  manage  a  show. 
About  two  years  later, again  in  summer,  of  course,  Mr.  Rice  asked 
that  1  become  an  assistant  stage  manager,  which  I  did,  and  did  that 
in  summers. 

Then,  when  I  was  about  thirteen,   I  believe,  we  had  a  stage 
manager,   again  known  now  in  literary  history,  Marcus  Goodridge, 
who  wrote  a  fabulous  book  called  Delilah,  which  Time-Life  has 
recently  reprinted  in  its  classics.     This  gentleman  —  brilliant* 
absolutely  brilliant  —  had  a  fault,  and  that  was  drinting.     And 
so  one  day  he  just  didn't  show  up  on  the  opening  night  of  a  very 
important  production,   and  1  took  over  the  opening  night.     And  he 
never  did  show  up  again.     1  continued  with  the  stage  managing  for 
the  rest  of  the  season. 

X'd  Uk*  to  lnterruPt  thl"  narrative  to  say  that  Marcus  sub 
sequently  cured  his  habit  and  is  still  one  of  our  very  best  friend*. 
He  is  living  in  Virginia.     Someday,  his  three  other  books  will  be 
published,  but  he  has  decided  for  reasons  best  known  only  to  himself, 
that  he  prefers  to  only  have  Delilah  on  the  bookshelves  until  he's 
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Seaton:  dead.     Strange,   vary  strange,  but  brilliant.     So  I  look  forward  to 

reading  those,    unless  he4 /lives  longer  than  I.     / 

Derderian:     Mrs.   Seaton,  when  you  were  working  during  the  summer,   you  were  taken 
away   from  your  family  and  living  — 

Seaton:  No,  no.     No,  no.     We  lived  In  Detroit. 

Derderian:     This  waa  all  In  the  neighborhood? 

Seaton:  Well,   I  got  on  a  bus,  which  one  couldn't  do  at  age  eight  or  nine  today, 

could  we?     But  I  would  get  on  a  bus  and  go  downtown  to  the  theater. 
My  father  always  picked  me  up  in  the  evening.     But  —  no,   I  waa  quite 
self-sufficient.     We  were  able  to  be  in  those  days.     We^weren't  going 
to  be  picked  up  or  mugged  or  any  of  those  things*     It  waa  a  lovely 
time  to  live. 

Derderian:     Now,  what  about  your  older  sister,  who  kind  of  paved  the  road  for  you? 
Was  she  at  this  point  involved  in  theater? 

Seaton:  Yea.     She  waa  already  working  in  New  York  and  in  stock  companies  around. 

She  never  made  a  name  that  you  would  be  familiar  with,   and  she *4 
now  dead. 

So  that  waa  the  early  entrance  into  the  theater,   and  learning  it 
from  all  aapecta,  not  just  acting.     Actually  I  wasn't  too  interested 
later  on  in  acting,  but  more  in  production  and  in  directing.     I  went 
to  the  University  of  Michigan  after  graduation  from  high  school, 
and  got  my  B.A.  honors  in  English.     And  did  strangely  enough,  no  drama, 
as   far  aa  curriculum  la  concerned.     After  all,   I'd  had  all  those 
years  of  actual  experience.      I  waa  Involved  in  all  the  extracurricular 
theater  activities.     Not  for  credit,  but  for  fun. 
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Derderian:     Ware  you  at  this  point  In  your  Ufa  interested  in  pursuing  a  theatrical 

career? 
Seaton:  Oh,  definitely.     Definitely.     Had  no  other  desire  to  do  anything  else. 

Although  I  had  had  marvelous  adtice  —  and  those  were  the  days  when 
yo  young  people  took  advice  from  older  people  —  and  both  my  family  and 

Miss  Sons  tell  said  that  to  have  an  ambition  is  one  thing.     To  be  able 

to  be  always  sure  you  can  earn  your  living  is  another. 
Derderian:      It's   wry  good  advice. 
Seaton:  And  anybody  who  knows  anything  about  the  theater  knows  that  it's  no 

way  to  earn  your  living,  unless  you  have  money  in  the  bank  or  a  second 

string  to  your  bow.     So  I  did  take  a  complete  course  in  shorthand 
a  and  typewriting  and  bookkeeping.     And  was  able  always  to  earn  my 

living  in  lean  years  by  that  profession.     And  it  is  a  profession. 

I  found  it  singularly  handy  In  every  work  I've  ever  done  since.     I've 

never  lost  my  shorthand  or  my  typing.     I  may  have  lost  some  speed, 

but  I've  not  lost  the  accuracy. 

f""™  *•       1  t 

Derderian:  j  The  basic  knack  is  still  there.]  £Hwf^ 

L— —  — — ' 

Seaton:  The  basic  knowledge  Is  still  there,  and  I'm  ever  so  grateful  that 

I  was  made  to  do  it.     I  can  balance  a  checkbook,  even. 
Derderian:      [iroghter]     I  think  you're  giving  me  some  very  good  advice! 
Veiir-Mw,  this  Is  all  centering  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Seaton:  Correct. 

Derderian:     When  did  you  make  the  move  to  California? 
Seaton:  I  made  the  move  first  to  New  York. 

Derderian:     This  is  upon  your  graduation? 
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Beaton:  Yea.     Ho.     Ho.     After  graduation  fro*  the  university,  I  cane  back 

to  Detroit.     By  than  Kiss  Boo* tall  had  a  full -year  civic*  stock 
conpany,   and  1  took  over  aa  bar  aaaiatant  and  stage  manager,  again. 
Than  aha  did  an  absolutely  wonderful  thing,  which  at  that  tine 
Z  objected  to  terribly,  because  I  vantdd  to  ba  backstage.     I  wanted 
to  do  everything  that  had  to  do  with  production,     Inataad  of  which, 
ahe  inaiatad  that  I  learn  every  part  of  theater,  and  aha  put  we  one 
month  in  the  box  office,     One  aonth  in  publicity.     One  oxmth  upstairs 
on  the  painting  —  what  do  you  call  it?  —  scaffold.     One  aonth 
trying  to  daaign  aata.     X  also  waa  her  personal  secretary.     I 
sonatinas  think  that's  why  aha  oade  as  do  the  shorthand  and  type 
writing. 

But  nevertheless  it  waa  a  fine  experience  in  taking  dictation 
and  learning  ways  and  usans  of  writing  letters  to  people  and  being 
gracanua  and  still  saying  no  at  the  saaa   tine.     She  also  insisted 
that  I  be  her  play  reader  and  write  reports  and  things  Ilka  that, 
so  that  I  really  waa  given  a  fabulous  background  in  all  parts  of 
the  theater. 

And  then  of  course,  aa  ^Boat  young  people  will  do,   I  left  har, 
just  whan  I  waa  becoming  valuable.     But  again,  aha  understood.     The 
theater  was  not  doing  wall.     She  waa  not  physically  wall.     This  I 
think  is  one  of  the  only  tines  in  ay  life  I  have  fait  that  nan 
didn't  want  a  wowan.     Because  although  aha  was  a  woman,   and  had 
done  singularly  wall,  and  she  whad  given  aa  what  aha  fait  fine 
training,  and  she  wanted  as  to  take  over  for  har,   the  board  of 
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Seaton:  directors  didn't  feel  that  a  woaan  vas  the  right  person.     So  aha 

wished  ne  well  and  godspeed  and  I  want  to  New  York. 

Derderian:     i-'d  like  ta  pick  uy  uu  tbe  poiut-  '-•  uuv,  "How  vas  she  regarded  and 
how  were  you  regarded  at  this  tine,  as  a  woaan?    Aa  bar  assistant? 
And  as  a  vary  young  parson? 

Seaton:  I  had  no  knowledge  at  all  within  a/self  that  I  waa  any  different 

from  anyone  else  that  was  doing  a  job. 

Derderian:     You  were  treated  aa  an  equal? 

Seaton:  As  far  aa  I  know  lavas  treated  aa  an  equal.     I  have  oat  people 

since  who  were  much  older  than  I,  whan  I  was  their  boss.     One 
for  instance,  Joa  Maltainger,  whose  name  you  may  have  heard  as 
one  of  the  outstanding  scenic  designers  in  New  York  now,   and  has 
been  for  many  years.     Joa  was,  at  that  tine,  whan  I  waa  thirteen, 
vO    just  graduating  from  collage.     And  Miss  ttonatell  had  put  hi»  on 
to  gat  him  trained.     Site  waa  narvelous  about  this,   giving  young 
people,  and  people  that  aha  felt  ware  talented,  an  opportunity. 
Ann  Harding,   that  first  year,  waa  her  ingenue.     Katharine  Cornell 
waa  the  leading  lady.     Frank  Morgan,  Walter  Able,  Kenneth  McKenna. 
The  roster  of  the  paople  that  aha  trained  to  star doc  was  really 
quite  unbelievable.     It  vas  a  singular,   fortunate  experience. 


But  Joa  Hal  UiUjir  has  told  ne  since  that  (ha  of  course  waa  my 
aaaiatant?    Now  I  waa  thirteen,  and  ha  waa  twenty./  "It  didn't 
bother  ne.)1     And  ha  has  said  since  to  a»,   "Strangely  enough,  after 
two  weeks,   it  didn't  bother  aa  either,  Phyllis."  So  I  have  really 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  if  you  know  your  job  — 
Derderiani     Which  you  did,  at  this  tins. 
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Seaton:         Which  I  was  luckyyenough  to  have  had  the  background  to  know,  and  if 
your  parents  don't  permit  you  to  be  impolite  to  anyone,   then  a  woman 
doean't  have  such  a  hard  time  of  it. 

Derdarian:     At  this  point  you  made  the  move  to  Hew  York? 

Seaton:  That's  correct. 

Derderian:     And  what  happened  there. 

Seaton:  Hell,   through  friends  who  had  worked  with  Mies  Bon* tell  I  was  introduced 

to  the  managers  in  New  York,  and  I  waa  singularly  fortunate,  in  getting 
the  job  as  stage  manager  for  Norman  lelgettis,  who  at  that  time  waa 
preparing  to  take  his  vary  big  hit  Lysis tratu  on  to  the  road.     And 
I  became  the  first  woman  stage  manager  in  New  York.     Again  people 
thought  it  waa  odd  that  Rr.-fel^ttfe        would  hire  ma,  but  after  all 
he  hired  me  on  the  recommendation  of  a  top-flight  actress  who  had 
worked  with  me,  and  so  I  took  that  show  on  the  road,  waa  with  it  for 
six  months,   and  I  did  one  other  show  for  Hr.^C^tt^        the  following 
year:     his  production  of  JUm]£t  with  lay  Maaaay. 

Then  I  worked  for  Harry  Moses.     I  did  —  well,  actually  KIty 
Hepburn's  first  Hew  York  production,  which  waa  The  Warrior's  Husband. 
I  stage  managed  that,  and  numerous  other  things  in  New  York  City. 


And  was  the  only  woman  stage  manager  at  that  time.     And  then  —  this 
wss  the  tine  when  talkies  ware  beginning  to  come  into  Hollywood,  so 
I  waa  hired  by  Paramount  ftudloa  to  head  up  their  talent  department. 

I  came  to  Hollywood  in  1933,  as  head  of  the  talent  department 
at  Paramount  studio*.     Stayed  there  three  years,  and  then  moved  over 


to  Metro-Goldvtfn-Mayer  and  bacams  haad  of  their  talent  department. 

And  than  —  between  the  two  moves,   actually,  my  last  year  at  Paramount  — 

1  married  my  husband.     He  waa  a  writer,  and  la  a  writer. 
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Derderien:      For  Paramount? 

Seaton:  Mo.     He  was   •  writer  for  ttetro.     Hie  career  is  more  Interesting 

than  nine,  actually,  but  a  very  successful  writer,  and  director  now. 
Ula  laat  picture  waa  Airport. 

So  we  got  married,   and  then  after  four  years  began  to  raise  « 
family.     I  continued  to  work,  although  I  gave  up  being  head  of  the 
department,  jw/th  a  child.    (My  first  child  is  a  girl.)   I  felt  that  I 
should  have  more  flexibility,   in  both  running  a  home  and  bringing  up 
a  child.     So  1  then  went  in  directly  to  dialogue  directing,  and  I 
knew  numerous  stars/    Many  of  them  would  not  work  without  «e,   actually, 
on  a  aet,  ao  I  didn't  have  any  problem  working. 

And  then  our  second  child  was  born,  six  years  later,  s  boy,  and 
when  he  waa  about  two  I  decided  that  the  career,  as  far  as  the  picture 
business  was  concerned,  was  no  longer  for  me.     I  wanted  to  direct, 
and  here  is  where  the  woman  element  realty  entered  in,  because  it 
was  an  impossibility  for  s  woman  to  be  trusted  «ith  the  direction  of 
a  picture. 

Derderian:     How,   let's  stop  here:     why  was  it  impossible?     By  her  peers?     By  the 
people  that  she  would  be  directing? 

Seaton:  Ho.     By  the  studio  heads.     By  the  heads  of  the  studio.     You  will 

find  there  is  still  not  a  woman  director  in  the  motion  picture 
business.     There  is  a  woman  directs*,  and  that's  Ida  Lupino,   in 
television.     She  was  one  of  my  students  at  Paramount. 

Seaton:  There  was  one  woman  director,  very  successful,  Dorothy  n^HC/* 

« 
I  knew  Miss  nlT^ng/"    I"11*  briefly,  and  she  waa  ao  kind  to  me. 

And  always  said,   "This  is  absolutely  rot,  but  there  you  are.     You'll 
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Seaton:  just  have  to  fight  It  through."     She  waa  a  cutter  and  got  her  first 

job  directing  when  the  director  becana  sick,  again,   and  aha  took  over. 

*•  *•" 

Then  they  said,  "Oh,  ny,  it  can  be  done!"  Actually  the  directors 
with  whom  I  worked  as  dialogue  director,  all  of  them,  had  gone  into 
the  front  office  and  said,  "Let  Phyllis  do*e  picture."  But  no  way 77 
And  now  ny  marriage  was  very  happy.  I  loved  ny  children.  I 

l^vfx&^k 

still  could  do  a  job,  «td-I  wanted  to.     And  so  I/daad,sald,  "Will, 
to  heck  with  it."   [laughing]     And  then  only  did  a  job  fro*  time  to 
tine,  with  someone  I  enjoyed  working  with,  Ilka  Paula tte  aotert,  or 
Carole  Lonfcard,  or  Olida  Da  Haviland,  Ann  Sotharn.     And  it  waa  fun, 
and  they  liked  to  work  with  me,  and  it  waa  mutual.     And  I  did  many 
pictures  with  KLthh     l±t&f\    .     And  we  were  a  fairly  wall-known  teaa, 
actually,   aa  director^  dialogue-director.     Remember,   this  waa  the 
early  days,  whan  a  lot  of  directors  had  not  had  the  stage  experience 
in  directing  that  I  had  had.      So  it  became  a  kind  of  a  tean.     You 
won't  find  that  today.     There  are  very  faw,  if  any,  dialogue  directors, 
because  the  director  has  cone  up  now  and  knows  both  the  camera  and 
the  opportunity  to  direct  people  with  speech.     But  not  in  those  days. 

So  I  laft  that  and  decided  that  I  had  better  do  more  in  tana 
of  civic  service.     So  natusally  you  find  yourself  going  to  PTA  nestings, 
whlkh  moat  Bothers  do.     And  you  gat  involved  in  it,  and  1  did.     And 
you  becoas  the  president,  and  than  you  go  into  the  council  of  P1A, 
and  I  found  things  that  disturbed  as  terribly  with  education  at  that 
tlM,  and  found  that  probably  one  of  the  ways  one  could  help  improve 
education  waa  to  get  on  the  Board  of  Education.     So  I  did  run  for 
Board  of  Education  of  Beverly  Hllla.     And  I  did  win,  and  I  did  serve 
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Seat on:  two  terms  on  the  Beverly  Hills  Board  of  Education. 

So  that  really  was  my  first  entrance  iato  an  elective  office. 

Derderlan:      What  inspired  you  to  run  for  the  Board  of  Education  at  this   time? 
Has  it  influence  frost  your  family  sad  friends? 

Saaton:  Nona  at  all.     Nona  at  all.      It  never  entered  ay  head.     Actually, 

there  was  a  —  oh,  what  would  wa  say?     A  little  confusion,   for  lack 
of  a  battsr  word,   going  oa  between  the  then  city  council  sad  tha 
then  board  o4  education  about  buying  a  certain  piece  of  property 
and  putting  up  a  achool.     Tnere  wars  menbers  of  tha  city  council 
who  thought  tha  school  board  were  not  using  their  heads,  sad  tha 
mayor  of  tha  city  said,   "For  heaven's  sakas,  Phyllis,   run  for  board 
of  education*  and  let'a  gat  some  brains  on  there."     Maw,  ha  was 
wrong,   of  course,  because  thara  wars  brains  oa  than.     But  actually, 
what  ha  meant  was, "Let's  gat  some  communication  going." 

I  fait  I  was  aot  prepared  to  be   a  member  of  a  board  of  education, 
but  enough  psopla  fslt  that  I  was,   and  I  really  was  persuaded  to  run. 
Aad  so  I  did. 

DerderiaM:     What  year  did  this  take  place? 

Saaton:  Oh,  brother.      I'm  so  bad  on  dates.     Hall,  now,   1st  aa  saa.     It  was  — 

where  are  wa  now?      '71?     Hall,    '72,   beginning.     So  I  served  two 
years  oa  tha  council.     Hall,  no,   I  can  figure  it  out  ghla  way.  I 
left  tha  board  of  education,   I  know,   nine  years  ago,   and  I  served 
eight  years.      So  you  figure  it  out.      [laughter]     It  was  a  long  time 
ago.     Aad  I  just  had  to  serve   two  terms,    sad  two  times   president  of 
tha  board. 

Derderlan:      *l    Hils   I  las         wall,   today,   as  in  tha  psst,  woman  have  been  vary 
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Derderian:      readily  accepted  as  members  of  the  board  of  education. 

Seaton:  That's  correct.     There  was  no  stigma  at  all,   as  far  as  running  for 

the  board  of  education. 

Derderian:     At  the  tine  you  ran  and  were  serving  the  board,  was  It  composed  mostly 
of  women? 

Seaton:  No,  no.      In  this  particular  city,   since  I  remember  the  composition  of 

tha  board  of  education,  It  has  been  kind  of  routine t      two  women  and 
three  men.     At  the  present  moment,   there  Is  one  woman  and  four  men, 
but  until  this  past  election,  which  was  last  year,   there  was  a  period 
of  four  years  when  there  were  three  women  and  two  men.     So  now,   I  don't 
think  It  will  ever  matter  again.     I  doubt  very  much  that  one  would 
want  all  women  c>r  all  men,   actually,  on  a  board  of  education.     You 
need  the  mother's  point  of  view. 

Derderian:      That's   true. 

Seaton:  And  a  woman's  point  of  view.     Particularly  the  Bother's.     She  knows 

more  — 

Derderian:     Your  children  were  still  in  school  at  this  time? 

Seaton:  Oh,  yes. 

Derderian:     How  were  you  accepted  by  the  men  on  the  board?     I  know  that,  HIM   • 
you  say,   they  did  want  a  woman  and  a  mother's  point  of  view,  but 
was   there  any  animosity  dl  stl? 

Seaton:  Not  to  my  knowledge.     I  should  think  you  would  have  to  ask  those 

men.      [laughing]     However,   they  all  did  back  me  for  the  city  council. 

Derderian:      They  did?     ¥eiji   guud.     Were  your  ideas  accepted  when  you  were  on 

the  board  of  education?     Or  did  you  find  that  they  were  less  apt  to 
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Derderlan:     accept  your  ideas? 

Seaton:  Who  do  you  mean  by  "they?" 

Derderian:     Your  fellow  board  members. 

Seaton:  Nu,  w«  wuiked  ms  a  team. 

Derderlan:      *OU  dltl?  " 

Seaton:  Certainly.     We  worked  as  a  team.     Each  nembar  of  a  board,   as  of  a 

coua ell,  or  of  any  body,   generally  has  special  interests.     I  don't 
mean  "special"  in  quotation  marks,  but  let's  say,  expertise  in  one 
or  two  directions.     And  they  bring  that  expertise  to  a  board.     I 
would  hateeto  think  that  five  members  of  a  board  all  had  the  same 
background.     So,   consequently,  when  you  are  discussing  certain 
problems  —  you  would  listen  more  on  a  financial  p rob lea  to  someone 
who  might  me  in  the  brokerage  business,  whereas  if  they  were  discussing 
English  textbooks,   they  would  be  apt  to  listen  to  me.     And  then, 
don*  t  forget  —  and  I  believe  in  this  thoroughly  —  that  a  board, 
particularly  of  education  (or  most  boards)  are  policy-making  boards. 
I  believe  in  professionalism  where  administration  is  concerned.     I 
don't  think  that  board  members  should  get  into  interviewing  teachers, 
and  doing  that  kind  of  thing.     We  certainly  should,   and  did,  study 
curriculum.     And  I  think  it  needs  re-studying  again. 

Derderlan:      UtflulLily.*1 ' 

Seaton:  You  see,   1  lived  through  that  horrible  permissive  era. 

Berderlan:      "[laughlngl — !'•  •  pMduetl     1  grew  up  In  If. 

Seaton:  Some  things  about  it  were  very,  very  good,  mind  you,   and  innovative. 

But  it  was  absolutely  shocking  to  me  to  be  told  by  a  kindergarten 
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Seaton:  teacher  when  I  fixt  ray  first  child  in  school,    "For  goodness*   sake, 

don't  teach  her  to  read."     Now,   that's  idiocy.     Majjaalay  could 
read  three  languages  at  age  five.     What's  wrong  with  it,  if  you're 
capable? 

Dercierian:     After  you  finished  your  two  terns  on  the  board  of  education,   there 
was  a  few  years'   lapse  before  you  ran  for  city  council  — 

Seaton:  Four  years'   lapse. 

Derderian:     WsJat  did  you  do  during  those  four  years? 

Seaton:  I  was  appointed  by  the  city  council  to  serve  on  the  architectural 

commission,  which  was  a  newly   formed  commission,   recommended  by  the 
people  who  helped  the  then  council  put  together  the  general  plan 
for  the  City  of  Beverly  Hills.     One  of  the  things   recommended  in 
the  general   plan  was  the  formation  of  an  architectural  commission. 
They  recommended  that  the  coondssion  be  formed  with  five  members, 
three  of  «hem  should  have  disciplines:  building  trade,   architectural 
background,   and  that  kind  of  discipline  expertise.     And  no  more 
than  two  members  to  be  of  the  lay  public.     And  I  was  the  lay  members 

of  th  of  the  architectural  commission  and  served  on  it  four  years  and 

was  chairman  for  four  years.     And  enjoyed  it.     Learned  a  great  deal, 
naturally,   about  the  city  and  city  hall.     And  never  had  any 
intention  of  running  for  council.     I  intended,  hopefully,   to  sit 
through  ny  two  terns  as  an  architectural  commissioner,   and  then 
go  odut  to  pasture. 

But  again,   there  were  two  members  of  the  city  council,  who 
persuaded  ma  to  consider  running.     I  said,   "Don't  talk  to  ma,   talk 
to  my  husband,"  thinking  of  course  he  would  say  no,   and  he  said  yes. 
So  there  we  go. 
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Derderian:      At  this  pointiyour  children  are  out  of  school; 

Seaton:  I'm  a  grandmother.        I'm  a  grandmother  three  times,    [laughing] 

Derderian:     A  grandmother!     CoufciaLulaLrUns  .     So  you  didn't  have  the  children 
at  home  to  worry  about.     How  did  they  feel  when  you  were  working 
on  the  board  of  education,   and  involved  in  PTA  at  this  time? 
I  imagine  as  a  young  child  they  were  very  proud  of  seeing  their 
mommy   there. 

Seaton:  Well,  it's  rather  —  I've  talked  with  them  since  about  it,  because 

they're  fully  grown,   of  course.     My  daughter's  been  married  now 
eleven  years.     My  boy  is  not  married,  but  he's  twenty-six.     So  we 
can  now  look  back.     And  I  think  they  were  ambivalent  about  my  public 
service.     They  enjoyed  the  fact  that  sometimes  they  had  inner  knowledge 
of  what  was  going  on.     I  think  it  was  a  bit  of  a  pressure  on  them, 
to  tell  you  the  truth.     But  they  say  that  they  don't  think  it  harmed 


Derderian:     Are  they  today  currently  involved  in  any  political  •Mag? 

Seaton:  A  mother  with  three  young  children  today  doesn't  have  much  time. 

Derderian:     That's   true,     ""nt*-  mry  m- 

Seaton:  Although  my  daughter  is  involved  in  PTA,  of  course. 

Derderian:     Would  you  like  to  see  her  follow  your  footsteps  someday? 

Seaton:  Oh,  I've  no  Idea  what  —  I  would  like  to  see  her  happy  in  whatever  she 

decides   to  do. 
Derderian:     •"">*•*-  «"y  gpnfl       Well,  let's  get  to  talking  about  your  position  as 

a  city  councilman,   like  you  said  before.     You  were  persuaded  by  two 

former  council  members. 

Seaton:  No,  present  council  members.        They  still  sit  on  this  council. 

Darderian:     All  right. 
S 
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Seat on:  They  had  known  me  as  a  board  of  education  member.     They  had  known 

me  as   the  chairman  of  the  architectural  commission.     They  had  known 
me  in  many  areas,  working  for  the  city.     I  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  here,   and  was  its  president,  and  was 
Instrumental,   along  with  many  other  people  of  course,  in  almost 
forcing  the  city  council  —  not  the  present  one,  but  the  city  council — 
to  put  a  library  In  this  city.       And  I  was  also  on  the  Grays tone 
Conraittee  which  was  instrumental  in  persuading  the  city  council  to 
buy  Graystone  for  the  city  of  Beverly  Hills  and  not  let  it  be  chopped 
up  into  subdivisions.     So  that  they  knew  me  —  I  suppose  the  word  is 
"civic  leader."     I  don't  know  whether  that  means  "Putting  your  nose 
in  other  people's  business,"  or  "serving." 

Derderian:    "Being  concerned." 

Seaton:  In  any  case  —  it  is  a  concerned  citizen.     So  they  said  they  needed 

a  woman,   they  felt,   and  they  said  I  might  be  a  good  one.     Why  don't 
I  run?     And  I  did.     And  I  won. 

Derderian:     And  you  won.     Have  there  ever  been  any  women  serving? 

Seaton:  No,   I'm  the  first  woman  to  serve,   on  this  particular  — 

Derderian:     You  were  a  pioneer. 

Seaton:  Yes.     On  this  particular  council.     And  again,   don't  ask  me  if  the 

men  object  to  me.  You  must  ask  them.  They  are  gentlemen.  I  find 
them  interesting  to  work  with.  They're  all  lawyers,  which  is  also 
interesting.  So  again,  I  turn  out  to  be  a  layman.  But  again  I  feel 

that  a  city  council,   as  a  board,  should  be  a  policy-making  group, 

< 
not  an  administrative  group.     And  I  thing  was  influential  in  these 

past  two  years,   in  hwving  us   do  a  study  and  come  up  with  the  unanimous 
decision  to  turn  from  a  C.A.O.    form  of  government  to  a  city  manager 
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Seatoa:  fora  of  government.      I  don't  think  we  should  be  involved  in  administering 

the   city.     W«  should  b«  involved  in  goals  and  setting  thsm,    and 
sstsblishing  policy,  sad  rules  and  regulations  for  carrying  the  policy 
out. 

and  so  we  now  an  in  a  City  manager  for*  of  government,   and  have 
hired  (four  souths  ago)    our  first  city  manager. 

Derdarian:      liow  was  ha  recruited? 

Seat  on:  We  hired  a  head-hunting  first.     That  was  rather  interesting.     My 

husband  serves  on  the  Board  of  Governors  of  Colonial  WllliaBsburg, 
and  we  go  twice  a  year  to  those  nestings,     lad  I  had  known  the  Mayor 
of  -.illiamsburg  for  quite  son*  years,    and  an  vary,   very   fond  of  him. 
I  knew  that  Richmond,  Virginia,   and  Newport  lava  had  recently  gone 
to  a  city  wanager  fora  of  government,   a*  had  Wllllamsburg.     go  ay 
first  yaar  on  the  council,   last  year,   I  discussed  with  the  Willlansburg 
•ay or  whan  oaa  thinks  one  should  turn  to  a  city  manager  form,  how 
do  you  know  you're  getting  the  right  man?     la  ssld,   "Don't  advertise. 
Steal." 

And  that  horrified  me.     Just   that  word.     Ha  said  to  me,   "Sow, 
wait  a  minute."      (He'd  known  a*  twelve  years.)    "Could  anybody  ever 
steal  you  fro*  George  unless  you  wanted  to  leave?"     lad  that  put  my 
•ind  at  rest.      So  ha  gave  me  the  name  of  three  executive  head-hunting 
firms,  and  1  brought  them  back,  and  the  council  studied  them  all. 
Wa  decided  this  waa  the  way  to  go.     You  can't  put  an  advertisement 
in  the  paper,   and  axpact  to  gat  a  top  man,  because  than  the  world 
knows  he's  out  seeking.     And  you're  out  looking. 

Ha  wars  fortunate  in  getting  fro*  the  city  of  Palo  Alto  Gaorga 
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Seaton:  Morgan.     And  this  was  not  that  he  was  unhappy  with  the  City  of 

Palo  Alto.     It  was  not  that  they  wanted  to  get  rid  of  him.     Far  from 
it.     But  he  was  ready  for  a  new  challenge  and  a  new  change.     He  had 
been  there  twelve  years. 

Derderian:     And  he's  been  here  now  fro  three  months? 

Seaton:  Four,   I  believe  it  is  now. 

Derderian:      How  is   it  working  out? 

Seaton:  Oh,  we  are  Just  so  delighted.     Absolutely  delighted.     We  now  can  go 

about  our  business  the  way  we  should  have  been  doing. 

Derderian:     Before  Beverly  Hills  recruited  a  city  manager,  aud  you  proposed  this 

VA>*AA— 


... 

idea  to  th«  city  —  iRmr  you,  as  the  single  woman,  proposed  this 

V\t-  '  *~*~ 

idea  to  the  city  council,  was  there  any  opposition? 

Seaton:  They  had  probably  been  thinking  about  it  for  some  tine  too.     Our 

then  chief  administrative  officer  was  considering  retirement,    and 
the  men  I  believe  had  all  gotten  terribly  frustrated  because  they 
felt  the  city  was  not  being  administered  well.     But  I  think  they  rather 
were  troubled  by,   "What  will  the  public  think?! f  we  (so-called) 
'abrogate 'our  responsibility  into  another  man's  hands?"  But  as  we 
studied  the  whole  city  management  form  of  government,  we  don  * t 
abrogate  our  responsibility.     At  all. 

I  mean,   the  manager  is  directly  under  the  council,   and  his 
duties  —  he  performs.     If  he  doesn't,  it's  our  job  to  fire  him. 

Derderian:     Was  there  any  controversy  in  Beverly  Hills  in  the  hiring  of  a  city 
manager? 

Seaton:  None  whatsoever. 

Derderian:     They  went  along  with  it? 
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Seaton:  The  only  thing  we  did  get  criticised  for  —  and  we've  not  answered 

that.     I  think  we  will  maybe  after  this  election.     But  we  have  had 
criticism  in  the  public  press  for  spending  money  to  an  outside 
firs  to  hunt  for  a  city  manager.     I'm  not  the  least  bit  concenmd 
by  that,  because  it's  just  because  they  don't  understand.     How  can 
they  expect  us  to  have  the  expertise  to  run  around  the  country?     Or 
the  time?     That's  not  what  we're  elected  for.     And  we  don't  have 
the  expertise.     I  believe  in  professionalism. 

Derderian:     Let's  talk  about  your  campaign  two  years  ago.     How  was  It  funded? 

Seaton:  By  citizens. 

Derderian:     By  citizens.     Through  your  family  and  your  friends? 

Seaton:  No,  not  my  family,      [laughing]     No.     I  paid  the  filing  fee.     If  I  had 

had  a  deficit,   I  would  have  made  it  up,  but  I  dato't  have  a  deficit. 
I  had  a  tiny  little  bit  of  excess,  and  that  I  gave  to  the  library 
for  some  special  funds  for  books,   art  books,   actually.     No,  my 
campaign  was  won  by  old  friends  and  acquaintances  who  had  known  me 
from  the  board  of  education,   and  who  really  were  absolutely  marvelous. 
Just  pitched  In.     And  we  had  a  great  organisation  going  for  us. 

Derderian:     Was  it  done  like  on  a  donr-to-door  basis?     How  was  it  publicised? 
•SeaLuui  Did  you  have  a  lot  of  news  coverage? 

Seaton:  Well,  you  see,  we  don't  have  a  paper  In  this  city,   a  dally  paper. 

Derderian:     No,  you  have  a  weekly  paper,  if  I'm  not  mistaken. 

Seaton:  Yes,   there  are  two  weekly  papers,   and  there  is  of  course  the  West 

Side  section  of  the  Los  Angeles  Times.     You  don't  get  the  kind  of 
coverage  that  really  one  needs  In  the  West  Side  section,   and  that's 
understandable.     We  are  only  a  tiny  part  of  the  West  Side.     And 
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Seaton:  the  weeklies  do  a  very  good  job,   really,   on  backgrounds  of  candidates. 

They  do  a  series  of  questions  that  the  candidates  do  In  writing,   and 
they  publicize  that.     But  actually,   the  exposure  In  this  particular 
city  Is  not  so  much  4oor-to-door,  but  coffee  hour,  both  morning, 
afternoon  and  evening.     And  you  get  a  pretty  good  exposure  to  the 
public.     And  people  do  cone,  you  do  get  questions,  and  you'd  better 
have  some  answers. 

The  money  goes  out  in  mailings,  where  you  write  your  platform 
and  your  background,   and  get  sponsors,  of  course.     And  actually,   it's 
frightening  what  has  happened  to  expenses,  because  I  was  able  to 
get  back  my  record,   the  first  time  I  ran  for  board  of  education, 
and  that  cost  $500.     And  on  this  election,  it  was  $10,000. 

Derderlan:    ~Wov! - 

Seaton:  I  think  that's  shocking.     Shocking.     And  we  did  not  waste  any  money. 

I  only  sent  two  mailings.     But  when  you  figure  an  eight-cent  stamp, ~ 

Derderlan:     And  the  envelopes  and  the  paper. 

Seaton:  And  the  printing. 

Derderlan:     Right.     It  adds  up. 

Seaton:  It  adds  up.     And  advertising,  which  you  must  have.     You  must  at  least 

let  somebody  know  you're  running. 

Derderian:      Did  you  have  advertising  t*Be*in  the  Los  Angeles  Times T 

Seaton:  Tes.     We  took  one  ad  in  the  West  Side  section,  just  before  the  election. 

And  we  did  take  ads,   two,   I  believe,   in  each  of  the  two  local 
papers.     And  they  cost  a  terrible  amount  of  money.     I  was  singularly 
fortunate  in  having  a  fine  finance  director,   a  wonderful  gentleman 
who  had  served  with  me  on  the  Friends  of  the  Library  when  I  was 
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Seaton:  president,    and  who  actually  is  now  president.     He  got  my  money. 

[laughing]     So  I  waa  fortunate. 

Derderian:  Jkm  many -people*  —  let's   talk  about  the  election.      It  was  an  at-large 

nonpartlsan  election? 

Seaton:  Correct. 

Derderian:  How  many  opponents  did  you  have/ 

Seaton:  ^  was  the  opponent. 

Derderian:  You  were  running  against  the  incumbent? 

Seaton:  Yes. 

Derderian:  And  how  many  seats  were  vacant? 

Seaton:  There  were  two  seats  vacant,   and  three  people  running,   I  being  third. 

Derderian:  Two  incumbents  and  — 

Seaton:  And  1  contested. 

Derderian:  And  you  won. 

Seaton:  I  put  the  mayor  up. 

Seaton:  "        No,   I  don''t  reallj    Uiluk  •«.     I  think  I'm  experienced.     Not  in  politics, 
I  am  not  a  political  animal.     Actually,   if  there's  anything  that  I 
think  is  of  any  value  that  1  can  put  on  this  tape,  it  is  that  perhaps 
this  is  why  we  shouldd  have  some  women  in  politics.     I  don't  think 
women  ordinarily  are  political  animals.     I  think  their  whole  background 
has  been  to  get  a  job  done.     Not  necessarily  to  get  the  credit.     And 
to  do  it,   strangely  enough,   in  quite  an  efficient  manner.     1  don't 
believe  that  women  don't  know  how  to  balance  checkbooks  or  any  of 
that  nonaense.     1  think  anyone  who  runs  a  home  knows  how  to  balance, 
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Seatont  and  has  to  know  —  when  you  can  eat  steak  and  when  you  can't.     I 

think  it  all  carries  over.     I  don't  think,  for  instance,  a  woman  can 
say  at  age  twenty,  "I'm  interested  in  politics." 

Why?     I  think  one  has  to  say,  "What  am  I  interested  in  when  I 
say  politics?     What  do  I  mean?"     Because  there's  no  money  in  it,  you 
know,   from  where  I  sit.     And  certainly  no  one's  going  to  start  at 
the  national  level,  or  even  at  the  state  level,  without  some  backgvaund 
at  the  local  level.     And  most  small  communities  may  nothing.     By 
nothing  —  I  shouldn't  really  say  that,  because  two  years  ago  — 
three  years  ago  —  this  council  voted  in  salaries.     And  a  general 
lav  city  —  by  lav,  what  you  can  be  paid.     80  amy&k member  of  this 
council  is  paid  $200  a  month.     Now,  I'm  sure  I  don't  need  to  tell 
you  that  that's  just  about  expense  money.     Hot  quite.     What  with 
phones  and  all  the  other  things  one  has  to  do. 

liowever,  if  I'm  fortunate,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  keep  this  money, 
vhich  so  far  I've  been  able  to  do,  in  a  separate  fund.     This  is  due 
to  my  husband's  good  will.     And  when  I  leave  the  council,  I  would 
like  to  be  able  to  give  the  city  some  gift  of  art,  of  the  money  that 
I  have  accrued. 

Derderian:     ¥eij  ulc%.     How  did  your  campaign  differ  from  ybeur  two  incumbents? 

Seaton:  Well,   the  incumbents  are  generally  in  an  advantage.     They  generally 

can  say,  "This  is  what  we  have  done."    And  the  con tea tor  is  generally 
saying,   "This  is  what  you  have  not  done."     I  don't  run  that  way. 
I  said  it  years  ago,  when  I  ran  for  the  board  of  education:     "I  am 
running  for  a  position,  not  against  a  human  being." 

Darderlan:     That's  a  very  good  philosophy. 
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Seaton:  I  don't  believe  la  knocking  someone  down  at  all.     I  believe  that  tha 

community  simply  than  has  an  opportunity  of  making  choices).     I  think 
I  waa  sold  on  ay  background,  that's  all.     I  waan't  inexperienced. 
And  of  course,  I  had  tha  advantage  or  d is advantage  (however  you  want 
to  look  at  it,) of  being  right  la  tha  middle  of  the  Police  Chief 
Klmball  affair  —  when  the  council  first  fired  him  on  a  thraa  to  two 
vote,  and  there  was  an  uproar,  you  may  remember.     And  then  two  weeks 
later  hired  him  back  by  a  shift  in  one  vote,  on  a  year's  tenure. 
I  aat  right  in  the  sddile  of  that  controversy.     There  were  those  wk> 
ssid.sifT.du  aost.  If  you  get  elected,  you  must  retain  him  aa  a 
permanent  chief."    Aad  there  ware  thoaa  who  said,   "If  you  are  elected, 
you  must  fire  him  and  not  keep  him." 

I  never  deviated  in  what  I  believed  in.     Here  again ,  I  waa 
grateful  I  had  served  on  a  public  body,  because  I  said  that  although 
I  could  understand  it,  I  atill  blamed  tha  council  for  hiring  a  chief 
of  any  departaent  --  and  they  had  hired  thraa  that  year,  whan  na» 
council  hadn't  hired  a  new  head  of  department  for  thirjty  years. 
They  had  a  now  librarian,  a  new  fire  chief,  and  a  police  chief. 
All  In  one  year.     That 'a  difficult.     Aad  somebody  had  not  aat  out 
the  guidelines.     I  think  it  waa  behooving  this  council  —  end  I 
promised  that  before  I  left  I  would  do  everything  in  my  power  to 
form  an  objective  evaluating  committee  to  evaluate  the  chief,  and 
recommend  to  the  council  either  his  dismissal  or  his  retention. 
And  we  did  do  that. 

We  had  three  judges,  all  retired,  all  experienced  in  police  work. 
The  council  got  them  to  serve,  and  it  was  by  unaaimous  action  of  tha 
council.     And  they  hsd  complete  freedom  in  interviewing  anyone  they 
wsntad  to  la  this  commtftlty,  and  it  waa  off  the  record. 
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Sea ton:  And  then  they  came  to  ua  with  the  recommendation  and  we  abided  by  it. 

lav,   there  again,   anyone  would   a ay  that   I  waa  an  Idiot   politically. 
I  probably  should  ha be  gone  out  and  had  poll*  and  aeen  how  many 
loved  the  chief  and  how  May  didn't   love  the  chief.     But  I  can't 
work  that  way.     lov  could  I  know  what  X  would  do,  when  I  didn't 
know  the  chief?     I'd  not  aeen  hia  evaluation.     Once  we  had  the 
•valuation,   it  was   really  quite  siaple  to  — 

Derderian:     Than  you  had  something  -- 

teatoa:          Then  you  had  a  baaia  upon  which  to  act.     Actually,  I  feel  that  parhppaa 
«y  honesty  in  that  situation  is  what  got  me  elected. 

Derderian:    4  baiilfi  so  Lu«.     lew  did  your  •••»•>!  react  throughout  the  whole 
campaign?     You  say  that  ha  supported  you,   but  I  imagine  it  took  a 
lot  of  hia  tlM,  with  you  away. 

Seaton:  Wall,  not  really.     He's  a  very  busy  am.     We  both  have  worked  all  our 

lives.      Of  course  ha  waa   interested,   and  ha  did  go  With  me  from  time) 
to  tine  and  hear  what  I  waa  doing,  and  either  laugh  at  me  or  criticixe 
me.      I'm  always   most  grateful  for  hia  criticism.     He's  very  intelligent 
and  —  we've  had  a  pretty  good  life.     We  celebrated  thirty-six  years 
the  other  day. 

Derderian:     Congratulations. 

Seaton:  But  I  wouldn't  —  Z  don't  think,   actually  —  I  waa  asked  thia  queatlon 

formally,  when  I  woo  "Woman  of  the  Year"  of  the  Times.:     Did  it   interfere 
with  our  married   life?     And  having  never  thought  of  it  before,   I 
realUed  that  I  don't  think  I  would  ever  run  for  a  public  office 
unless  I  had  a  successful  huabaad.     Which  I  have. 


I 
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Derderian:  How  do  your  children  feel  about  you  being  a  public  official  at  this 
point? 

Seaton:     Oh,  they  think  it's  fascinating. 

Derderian:  Are  they  residents  of  Beverly  Hills? 

Seaton:    No.  My  daughter  lives  in  Whit  tier.  Well,  actually,  my  son  has  just 
moved  into  Beverly  Hills,  but  —  we're  a  very  close  family,  and  they 
know  what's  going  on,  but  they  don't  have  a  vote,  [laughing] 
"When  yen-first  conmenced  your  term  as  city  councilwoman  —  oh| 


You  feferro*  to  yourself  as 


Seaton: 


councilman.  Would  you  explain  that? 

Not  the  emphasis  on  the  "man"  but  just  "councilman".  On  the  grounds 
that  it's  a  generic  term.  When  you're  a  president  of  something, 
you're  not  a"presidentess".  When  you're  a  poet,  you're  a  poet. 
I  just  think  it's  the  generic  term.  A  lot  of  people  laugh  at  me, 
for  that  -- 

[End  of  Side  One.     Begin  Side  Two.] 

Derderian:     Mrs.  Seaton,  before  the  tape  was  interrupted,  you  were  referring 
to  yourself  as   "councilman."    Could  you  please  explain  that? 

Seaton:  Yes,   in  the  generic  sense,   that"man  is  woman  and  woman  is  man." 

[laughing]     A  lot  of  people  questioned  me  on  that.     Was  I  ashamed 

to  be  a  woman?  On  the  contrary.  I'm  very  happy  to  be  a  woman, 

and  don't  want  to  change  my  status,  but  when  one  is  a  president  of 

an  organisation,  you're  a  president.  You're  not  —  whatever  one 

would  aay.     I  don't  know  of  any  governing  gender  for  that.     I  have  been 

chairman  of  many  a  committee,  end  so  have  many  other  women.  Not 
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Seaton:     "chairwoman."   One  is  a  poet.  And  I  feel  one  is  a  councilman.  It's 
just  as  simple  as  that.  And  I  think  the  staff  has  been  particularly 
happy  in  the  city,  since  they've  never  had  a  woman  as  a  councilman, 
it  would  have  been  awkward  to  always  remember  to  change  that  gender, 
in  calling  the  role,  and  so  on.  So  it's  been  quite  simple. 

Derderian:  Do  you  feel  that  your  fellow  councilman,  as  men,  have  more  authority 
because  of  their  voice?  That  they  have  a  deeper  voice,  and  it's 
heard  with  more  authority? 

Seaton:     Why  do  you  think  they  have  a  deeper  voice? 

Derderian:  Well,  because  of  their  biology. 

Seaton:     Well,  that  doesn't  necessarily  mean  they  project  as  well,  or  are  heard 
as  distinctly.  And  I  don't  mean  in  this  particular  instance.  We 
happen  to  have  four  lawyers  on  the  council,  and  they  all  speak  very 
well.  They  are  articulate,  and  they  all  are  intelligent.  They're 
good  human  beings,  and  they  also  know  how  to  use  their  voices. 
Perhaps  in  some  instances  a  woman  might  have  this  difficulty.  However 
my  theatrical  background  tells  me  — 

Derderian:  Tea,  it  would  certainly  alleviate  — 

Seaton:     I  have,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  problem  in  projection.  But  also,  it's 
the  t~oft  voice  that  sometimes  gets  listened  to  more  carefully  than 
the  loud  voice. 

Sttrtecian:  Dovyeu  ever  —  it's  been  said  that  women  are  more  emotional,  and  they 
geeet  mere  "feminine"  when  given  criticism.  How  do  you  feel  about 
this? 

Seaton:     I've  been  criticised  so  long  and  often  in  my  life,  that  I'm  used  to  it. 
And  criticism  by  whom?  is  generally  what  you  have  to  consider.  I 
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Seaton:  was  fortunate  in  my  early  life  with  two  wonderful  parent*  who  taught 

me  early  on  —  as  did  ay  experience  in  working,   remember  —  that  you 
don't  learn  except  by  criticism.     And  I  would  be  worried  about  someone 
who  pleased  everyone.     You  can't.     That's  impossible.     If  decisions 
are  made  on  study,  careful  analysis,  listening  to  both  points  of 
view,   trying  to  have  the  objective  in  mind,   then  of  course  you're 
going  to  get  criticism  from  somebody  on  the  decision  you  make.     So 
you  have  to  expect  that.    'YUUH  ?•  "I'll  VXpfCL  LUlC.     You  can't 
always  be  right,  but  at  least  you  can  be  honest.     And  you  can  have 
done  your  homework  and  reached  a  decision  based  upon  what  you  think 
Is  right  for  the  greater  good. 

And  then  if  people  criticize  you,  that  is  their  privilege,  and 
you  should  listen  to  them.     If  you  have  made  an  error,  then  you're 
sorry.     At  least  I  am.     And  errors  are  made.     But  we  all  try  to  do 
the  best  we  can.     I  don't  weep  over  criticism.     I  listen,  or  try  to. 

Derderian:     How  arc  you  received  by  the  media,  be  it  the  newspaper  or  the 
television?     Do  you  get  good  coverage? 

Seaton:          We  don't  have  television  coverage  here  except  when  we  get  In  a  mess, 
like  the  Klmball  affair.     I  was  not  en  the  council  at  that  time. 
I  was  quoted,  I  believe,  on  tape.     Again,  speaking  in  public  doesn't 
worry  me  because  of  my  background.     I  hesitate  to  speak  in  public. 
I  don't  like  to  speak  adllb.     I  don't  like  to  speak  off  the  cuff. 
I  don't  mean  by  that  council  meetings.     I  mean  to  the  media.     I  want 
to  be  able  to  think  about  the  question,  and  give  an  articulate, 
thought-out  answer. 

Derderian:     Is  there  any  difference  between  the  amount  of  work  done  by  men  and 
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Derderian:  women  on  the  council?  ~1  •••a,  yo  you  spend  more  time  than  your  fellow 
members  in  homework? 

Seaton:     I  really  don't  know,  because  I  would  expect  we  all  do  our  homework.  I 
think  I  spend  perhaps  a  little  more  ti  e  in  City  Hall.  First  of  all, 
I'm  the  vice  mayor  now,  and  we  have  a  very  bualy  man  as  mayor.  He 
has  delegated  certain  duties  to  me,  which  I'm  happy  to  perform.  I 
have  more  time.  I  told  the  c it liens  I  would  devote  full  time  if 
needed  to  this  job,  and  I  have  so  done.  I  have  so  done. 

Derderian:  How  often  are  you  in  City  Hall? 

Seaton:     Every  day.  Not  all  day.  Hut  eil'^aj.  But  I  do  drop  in,  I  would  say, 
to  all  Intents  and  purposes,  every  day,  to  see  if  there  is  something 
that  is  needed.  And  of  course  there  are  always  citizens  one  must 
se*.  And  then  there  is  homework,  and  there  are  phones. 

Derderian:  How  do  you  apportion  your  time  when  there  seems  to  be  an  excess  of 
material  that  you  have  to  cover?  I  attended  only  one  city  council 
meeting,  and  I  was  astonished.  It  went  bjammmmr In  ten  minutes. 
When  I  spoke  to  you  about  it,  you  said  that  you  had  hashed  out  all 
of  the  material  that  afternoon. 

Seaton:    Well,  we  get  an  agenda,  with  a  packet,  which  comes  to  us  on  a  Friday 
afternoon.  Mow  between  Friday  and  Tuesday  afternoon  we  study  that 
packet.  On  Tuesday  afternoon  we  meet  in  informal  session,  and  this 
is  of  course  open  to  the  public  and  the  preas.  But  then  opinions 
are  discussed.  If  we  want  staff  reports  we  aak  for  them.  And  upon 
that, dec is ions  are  made. 

Mow,  the  decisions  you  heard  made  that  particular  evening,  as 
far  as  resolutions  and  of  course  ordinances,  had  been  under  study 
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Seaton:  for  perhaps  quite  some  while.     And  then  on  top  of  that  study,   there 

ere  ongoing  studies.     When  you  ere  discussing  e  coning  matter  -- 
goodness  knows,  ve  were  in  stud/  eighteen  months  on  that  coning 
change.     And  then  of  course  there  are  the  official  journals  that  you 
read  of  press  coverage.     Whet's  going  on  around  the  nation.     What's 
going  on  around  other  nations.     All  gives  one  a  background.     What's 
going  on  in  the  legislature.     This  kind  of  homework  only  makes  you 
a  more  knowledgeable  citizens,  so  that  one's  decisions  at  least 

have  some  ground.     Some  ground.     One  never  knows  what  homework  other 

fo   , 

people  do,  really. 

Derderian:  That's  true.  The  other  members  on  the  council  you  say  are  lawyers. 
Do  they  have  a  practice  at  this  time? 

Seaton:     All  but  one,  yes.  Mr.7TUCn0/),  vno  *••  the , senior  member  of  the 

(feUW 
council,  has  actually  retired  from  the  law  some  years  ago.  He  has 

a  law  background,  but  has  only  recently  retired  elso  from  his  business. 

So  that  he  also  is  able  to  devote  a  good  deal  of  tint  to  committees 

and  council  work.  The  onher  men  do  also  serve  on  committees,  but 

they  all  have  active  law  practices. 
Derderian:  I  understand.  You  are  the  vice  mayor  at  this  time?  Were  you  eppoi  ted 

to  this  by  the  present  mayor? 
Seaton:     By  the  council. 
Derderian:  The  council  voted  for  you. 
Seaton:     Yes.  That's  correct. 
Derderian:  How  does  it  feel  to  be  a  vice  mayor?  Like  you  say,  Mr.  LeopoM  has 

delegeted  certain  powers  to  you,  that  he  doesn't  have  time  —  but 

what  other  duties  do  you  have? 
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Seaton:     It's  difficult,  really,  to  say  what  the  duties  are,  because  they  fust 
come  up  day  by  day.  They  iiim»  ••  ilsj  l>jL_day»  I  actually  spend  a 
great  deal  of  time  trying  to  consider  what  are  the  objectives  for  this 
city,  and  then  do  some  homework  <n  that.  And  talk  to  the  city  manager 
at  length  about  how  do  we  get  these  objectives T  How  shall  we  budget 
for  them? 

We  are  this  year  going  into  a  program  planning  budgeting  rather 
than  line  budgeting,  which  had  been  the  practice.  I  did  a  lot  of 
study  on  program  planning  budgeting  before  asking  our  finance 
director  to  give  me  some  specifics  that  I  could  then  turn  over  to 
the  whole  council,  so  that  they  could  study  it.  When  Mr.  Morgan 
came  in,  he  had  had  experience  in  program  planning,  and  so  we're  off 
to  the  races  with  it.  I'm  sure  it  will  be  better  for  the  city  as  a 
whole;  Instead  of  reacting,  acting. 

Derderian:  Do  you  have  a  staff  working  for  you? 

Seaton:     No.  No.  There  is  always  a  secretary  made  available  to  me,  in  terms 
of  answering  correspondence  or  writing  things  that  I  want  to  know 
about.  There  is  always  someone  that  the  office  can  get  for  me.  We 

have  a  fine  secretarial  staff  here.  There  is  of  course  tremendous 

background 
staff  to  give  you  the  professional/knowledge  that  one  needs.   Heads 

of  departments  are  actually  staff.  But  now  that  we're  in  the  city 
manager  form  of  government,  anything  _!  want  to  knew,  I  ask  the  city 
manager.  If  he  doesn't  have  the  knowledge,  he'll  get  It  for  me. 
It's  a  cleaner-cut  method,  you  see.  It  makes  for  eesier  management. 
Derderian:  If  you  did  have  a  field  deputy,  would  you  more  apt  to  appoint  a  man 
or  a  woman  to  this  position? 
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Seaton:     It  would  nuke  absolutely  no  difference  at  all  to  me.  I  would  look 
for  qualification*,  not  aex. 

Derderian:  Are  you  satisfied  that  you're  tfnm)mmk  effective  public  servant,  and 
as  a  female  public  servant?  I  mean,  are  you  satisfied  with  your 
performance  toddate? 

Seaton:    Oh,  not  ever.  No  one  is.  Hov  can  you  be?  You  do  the  best  you  can. 
Sometimes  you  go  to  bed  at  night  and  say,  'Veil,  I  think  that  was  a 
pretty  good  day.  I  didn't  make  too  many  mistakes.  I  did  the  best 
I  could  and  moved  forward  a  little."  S one tinea  you  go  to  bed  at 
night  and  say,  "What  the  dickens  did  I  do  all  that  for?  All  nonsense." 
I  spend  very  little  time,  actually,  wondering  whether  or  not  I've 
free*  effective,  because  you  never  know  until  you're  dead,  and  then 
it's  too  late,  [laughing]  You  just  do  the  best  you  can,  and  live 
with  it. 

Derderian:  Are  you  interested  in  seeking  an  additional  term  at  this  point? 

Seaton:     It's  much  too  early  for  me  to  say. 

Derderian:     You're  only  at  half-time. 

Seaton:     That's  right. 

Derderian:  Do  you  have  any  aspirations  to  go  further  into  the  political  arena? 

Seaton:     No.  [ laughing] 

Derderian:  No? 

Seaton:     No. 

Derderian:     is  this  a  decision  that  you  made,  or  do  you  think  your  husband  has 
any  dafltagee  in  this? 

Seaton:  Well,  my  husband  has,   of  course.     I  would  never  do  anything  that  he 
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Seaton:  didn't  want  me  to  do.     The  way  I  feel  at  the  moment  would  be  that  we 

only  have  so  many  year*  to  live,  and  I've  lived  a  lot  of  thai.     And 
perhaps  there  are  other  things   that  I  may  want  to  do.     Like  go  back 
to  my  original  profession.     I'm  terribly  concerned  with  the  way  young 
people  don't  speak  today.     I  hear  so  many  "okay,   okay,  okay'*."     I 
hear  so  many  "you  know,  you  know,  you  know,"  that  it  troubles  me. 
Particularly  with  young  people  who  say  they  would  like  to  go  into  a 
political  career.     And  they  can't  say  a  simple  sentence.     And  that 
was  my  early  training,  teaching  one  to  speak.     Not  that  I  speak  well, 
don't  misunderstand  me.     But  with  clarity,   I  hope. 

DerderiMn:     Do  you  think  there  should  be  a  limit  on  the  length  of  service  that 
public  servants  have? 

Seaton:  It's  a  hard  question.     I  personally  have  always  said  I  don't  believe 

in  more  than  two  terms.     I  really  don't.     But  that's  for  me.     That's 
•for  gen     I  don't  think  anyone  is  irreplaceable.     After  all,  they  shot 
Lincoln,  [laughing]     Mo,  I  believe  we  serve  in  very  many  different 
areas  in  life,  and  where  I  personally  am  concerned,  eight  years  in 
a  specific  job  --  you  should  be  able  either  to  have  done  what  you  set 
out  to  do,   or  laid  the  guidelines  so  that  they  will  be  done  in  due 
time,   or  you've  failed  completely,  so  get  out  in  any  case.     And  move 
on  to  something  else. 

Derderian:     Has  working  in  the  city  council  changed  you  at  all? 

Seaton:  How  would  I  know?     UUV  VBU1U  1  luuvf     You  never  know.     I'm  not  intro 

spective.     My  husband  still  seems  to  like  me.     I  think  he  would  tell 
me  if  I  had  changed  too  such. 

Derderian:    «S*wrrA«— mw.     Do  you  see  an  advancement  of  women  in  entering  politics? 
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Seaton:    What  do  you  mean  by  that?  Advancement  for  women? 

Derderian:  Well,  I  see  that  women  are  more  in  the  vogue  now,  they're  being 

recognized  as  women.  Do  you  think  more  women  are  going  to  work  on 
this,  work  on  that  premise,  that  they're  women,  that  they're  a  minority, 
and  enter  the  political  arena?  Do  you  see  this?  Do  you  foresee  this? 

Seaton:    You  see,  you're  asking  a  person  who  has  never  had  to  be  ashamed  of 
her  sex.  I  have  done  a  man's  job  since  the  age  of  thirteen,  and 
it  has  not  hindered  me.  I  never  was  really  concerned  when  I  recognized 
—  oh,  in  the  early  forties  --  that  I  was  not  going  to  accomplish 
my  goal  of  being  a  director.  I  had  been  a  director  in  Hew  York, 
which  I  didn't  tell  you.  But  I  could  see  that  the  time  was  not  right 
for  a  woman  to  become  a  director  in  Hollywood. 

I  really  didn't  want  to  wave  a  flag  about  that.  I  expect  that's 
because  I  believe  in  God,  and  I  believe  that  we  have  a  place.  And 
that  if  that  did  not  happen,  although  I  was  trained  for  it,  there 
must  have  been  another  place  for  me  to  go.  And  obviously  there  was. 
So  perhaps  the  service  I  did  in  another  area  was  what  I  was  intended 
to  do.  I  just  believe  in  working.  I  do  think  there's  a  place  for 
women  in  any  capacity  that  they  want  to  serve  in,  if  they  are  qualified 
and  knowledgeable. 

I  love  women,  but  I  do  think  that  we  get  a  lot  further  by  being 
women.  I  don't  think  we  have  to  compete  with  men,  at  all.  I  just 
think  we  have  to  do  a  job. 

Derderian:  Very  interesting.  Well,  Mrs.  Seaton,  I  want  to  thank  you  very  much 
for  this  vJJVy^SjBpBSe  interview,  and  I  wish  you  a  lot  of  success 
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Derderian:     cod  h«ppin«g«   In  the  ensuing  two  years  of  your  term. 
Seaton:  TtMfthkjroa.     I'v«  «njo]r«d  b«lng  with  you. 

[End  of  Interview.] 
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WOMEN  IN  POLITICS 


Interview  With 

Judge  Betty  Jo  Sheldon 

Municipal  Court,  Los  Angeles,  California 


By  Angil  Morris 
May  18,  1972 


flf  w»hnr« 

' 


INTERVIEW  WITH  JUDGE  33TTY  JO 

Morris i  The  date  is  Lay  18,  1972,  a  Thursday,  at  It 10  in  the  afternoon. 
I  am  in  the  chambers  of  Judge  Betty  Jo  Shedon,  at  the 
Municipal  Court  Annext,  600  North  Broadway,  Los  Angeles, 
California.  I'm  in  Division  4>2.  My  name  is  Angil 
Patricia  Tiorris.  The  subject  of  this  project  is  Women  in 
Politicf&sOral  History  Research. 

" orris i  Eello,  Judge  Shedon,  how  are  you? 

Shedon i   You  are  Angil  Morris? 

Korrisi  Right.  Can  you  give  me  some  information  about  your  past 
background  before  going  into  public  office? 

Shedon  i  Well,  fir  st  I  would  have  to  know  what  you  mean  by  public 
office? 

Morris i  The  Judgeship  as  a  public  office. 

Shedon  i  I  was  a  Superior  Court  Commissioner  for  some  twelve  or  thirteen 
years  prior  to  becoming  a  judge.  And  as  a  court  commissioner 
I  sat  as  a  Judge  pro  tern  in  the  Suerior  Court  for  that 
length  of  time.  Prior  to  that  I  was  an  inheritance  tax 
attorney  for  the  state  of  California  for  three  years,  and  the 
first  woman  they  had  in  that  office.  The  first  time  they  ever 
had  a  woman,  so  that  goes  back  to  1951,  approximately.  Prior 
to  that  I  was  In  private  practice. 

Morris i  How  long  have  you  been  in  this  office? 

Shedon i  As  a  Kunlciapl  Court  Judge? 

Morris i  Yes. 

Shedon  i   It  will  be  four  years  the  end  of  office. 


2 
Korrisi      ^ow  did  you  reach  the  decision  to  accept  the  qppointment  of 

this  office? 

Shedont     Well,  it  really  wasn't  much  of  a  decision.     I  was  very 

pleased  to  accept  the  appointment.     As  I  say,   I  had  been  in 
what  was  really  a  Judicial  position  for  twelve  or  thirteen 
years,  and  enjoyed  the  Judicial  position  very  much.     I  liked 
the  making  of  decisions  and  being  an  arbiter  of  people's 
difficulties  a*dp»Dpl*eBs.     I  was  glad  to  finally  be  a  whole 
Judge  rather  than  one  who  Just  sat  as  protem. 

.:orrisi     Did  you  have  any  unusualy  experiences  while  you  were  in  the 
Judicial  position  before  you  became  a  Judge* 

Shedont     Experiences,   you  man  — 

Lorrisj     Did  you  find  any  discrimination  while  you  were  there,  or  were 
you  accepted  wholp? 

Shedoni     Well,   1*11  say  this,  this  might  be  some  Indication.     In  order 
to  sit  as  a  Judge  pro  tern,   it  requires  a  stipulation  by  both 


parties  that  you  sit  as  a  Judge  pro  tern.     Otherwise,  If  you 
hear  matters  as  a  commissioner,  you  make  findings  and  prepare 
an  order  which  a  Judge  reviews  and  then  signs.     That  is  ~ 
whereas  if  you  sit  as  a  Judge  pro  tern,   you  make  your  own 
decisions*     You're  Just  like  any  other  Judge.     And  during  the 
time  I  was  sitting  as  a  Judge  pro  torn,   I  don't  recall  more 
than  —  in  fact,   I  can't  recall  specifically  an  instance  of 
a  refusal  to  sign  a  stipulation. 

I  orris i     Do  you  feel  that  those  thirteen  years  qualified  you  for  be 
coming  a  real  Judge? 

dhedoni     Very  definitely.     Very  definitely.     I  sat  in  a  probate  court, 
in  civil  court,  domestic  relations  court,   law  and  motion 
court,   so  It  was  a  very  varied  eocperienoe. 


Shedon  t 
norrls: 


Shedon i 


I.orrlsi 

Shedon i 
Morris > 
Shedon i 
I. orris  i 

Shedon t 


Korrisi 


Do  you  think  that  political  connections  or  important  friends 

has  anything  to  do  with  being  appointed  to  this  position? 

not 
Wellf  I  think  we'd  all  be  very  naive/to  say  that  there  had  to 

be  soiaef  yes.  In  the  first  place,  you  have  to  aspire  to  it. 
You  know,  you  have  to  ask  for  it.  Nobody's  going  to  appoint 
somebody  unless  they  know  they're  willing  to  accept  It. 
And  In  asking  for  It,  naturally  you're  going  to  have  referen 
ces.  And,  you  want  references  that  are  going  to  be  accepted, 
and  the  more  influential  references,  most  certainly,  the 
better  your  chances  of  being  appointed. 
Prom  your  experience,  do  you  feel  that  women  make  better 
Judges  than  men? 
::ot  necessarily. 

You  mean  you  would  «ay  you  are  equal? 
It  depends  on  the  individual. 

In  the  sense  that  women  have  been  thought  of  in  the  past  as 
being  weak  and  not  able  to  make  decisions. 
Oh,  no.  The  only  thing  I  would  think  that  would  not  weight 
in  their  favor  might  be  a  tendency  to  have  a  little  more 
emotional  feeling  In  a  situation  which  really  Is  not  good, 
because  to  be  a  good  Judge  in  my  opinion,  you  want  to  be 
rmfctral.  But  as  far  as  making  decisions,  I  think  women  are 
superior  In  that  respect,  I  really  do.  I  think  they  can 
make  a  quick  decision.  My  word,  a  housewife  has  to  make  many 
a  day. 

Do  you  feel  in  certain  cases  it's  to  a  woman's  advantage  to 
have  a  woman  Judge,  or,  let's  say,  to  her  advantage  fo  have 
a  man  Judge,  say  a  case  of  rape,  or  a  case  of  prostitution. 


'.'. orris i  Something  that  pertains  to  a  woman  specifically. 

Shedoni   I  think  cases  Involving  children,  you  know,  sex  offenses, 

perhaps  on  children,  It's  been  my  experience  that  that  type  of 

of 
case  Is  more  likely  to  go  to  a  woman  because/the  rapport 

between  a  woman  and  children  —  you  know,  It's  easfcer  to 
accomplish  than  with  a  nan,  and  perhaps  In  rape  oases  the 
victim,  I  feel,  would  probably  feel  easier  talking  before 
a  woman  than  a  man* 
I. orris  t  What  law  school  did  you  attend,  and  how  many  women  were  there 

at  that  time? 

Southern 
Shedont  I  attended  the  University  of /California,  and  In  my  class 

there  were,  as  I  recall  now,  approximately  four  to  five 
other  women.  That  was  Just  In  my  class.  There  were  only  two 
in  the  class  ahead  of  me,  and  then  in  the  class  behind  me, 
there  were  perhaps  seven. 

Morris  i  Was  there  any  effort  by  the  school  at  that  time  to  go  and  try 
to  recruit  women  into  USC? 

Shedoni  No,  none  that  I  know  of? 

r.orrlBi  Did  you  receive  any  discrimination  while  you  were  in  law 
school? 

Shedoni  No,  I  can't  really  say  that  I  did. 

Morris i  Was  it  easy  for  you  to  start  your  practice  as  a  lawyer 
being  a  woman? 

Shedoni  Well,  nov  again,  I  practiced  in  two  states  —  New  York  and 

California*.  I  started  in  New  York  City  for  the  reason  that 
my  husband  had  been  assigned  there  with  the  Navy.  At  that 
particular  point  in  time  (it  was  during  World  War  II)  the 
young  men  had  been  taken  for  military  purposes,  and  there 
were  very  few  available  for  young  men  to  go  into  the  firms, 
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Shedom      so  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  accepted  Into  a  large 

law  firm  In  New  York  City,  a  firm  which  heretofore  had  never 
taken  a  woman   In  as  an  associate. 

Morris i     What  was  the  name  of  that  firm? 

Shedoni      Jackson,   Nash,   Broffy,   Baraner  and  Brooks,  number  eleven 

Broad s street.     I/hen  I  MM  accepted  there  was  one  young  woman* 
She  was  the  first  one  that  I  believe  any  major  law  firm  In 
Mew  York  City  had  hired.     By  the  time  I  left  they  had  hired 
other  women,   and  were  very  pleased  with  their  female 
associates*     But  It  was  the  war  that  really  gave  us  our 
opportunity. 

Korrlsi      So  you  would  agree  that  If  It  hadn't  been  for  the  war  you 

V  wouldn't  have  had  a  prayer? 

Shedon1     Not  In  any  major  law  firm.     And  then  when  I  returned  from 

New  York  to  California  I  went  In  with  my  husband,   he  was  an 
attorney  at  that  time,   also,  and  thr«e  of  us  had  the  good 
fortune  to  meet  an  older  lawyer  in  Pasadena,   so  the  three 
of  us  opened  up  our  own  firm. 

Morris i     You  didn't  think  of  trying  a  corporation  here  In  California? 

Shedoni     No,  we  wantedd  to  have  our  own  office. 

Morris i      But  It  wasn't  because  you  thought  you'd  be  discriminated 
against. 

Shedoni     I  hadn't  thought  about  that.     At  that  time  the  firms  weren't 
paying  the  type  of  money  that  they  are  now,     [laughter] 
which  makes  a  difference* 

Morris i     Was  there  a  difference  In  your  salary  from  the  males? 

Shedoni     No. 

Korrlsi  In  your  function  as  Judge,  do  you  feel  that  you  are  Influenced 
by  your  femininity? 
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Shedoni  By  my  femininity? 

K orris i   Yes. 

Shedoni     Am  I  Influenced  by  It,   or  do  I     use  It  to  Influence,  which 
do  you  mean? 

liorrlsi      Inflaaaced  by  It,  and  you  can  answer  the  second  question,   too. 
In  the  sense  that  you  must  have  been  raised  by  the  Ideas  that 
women  are  supposed  to  be  nurses  and  teachers.     Do  you  feel 
that  that  role  playing,   that  philosophy  that  you're  supposed 
to  be  very  dainty  and  nice  and  sweet,   Is  part  of  your 
heritage,   or  do  you  feel  that  because  you're  a  Judge  you  h«ve 
overcome  that? 

Shedont     Yes,   I  really  never  felt  about  It  one  way  or  the  other.     I 
was  rather  Independent  as  a  child,  and  refused  to  go  Into 
teaching  or  nursing  because  I  felt  that  that  was  the  only 
thing  left  for  women.     I  Just  rejected  that  concept  entirely, 
and  decided  to  go  Into  something  different. 

morris  i     Why  do  you  think  there  are  so  few  women  that  go  into  law? 

Shedont     Well,   I  think  you  have  to  have  a  definite  interest  in  the 

legal  field,     '''think,  perhaps,   too  many  have  been  frightened 
away  from  It,  and  have  not  been  encouraged  to  see  that  it's 
really  a  field  involved  with  human  beings,  and  with  humanity. 
That's  what  the  law  is.     But,   schools,   even  high  schools, 
perhaps,   present  it  in  a  very  dry  fashion  without  really 
appealing  to  the  emotional  part  of  women,   or  get  them 
interested  in  it  as  an  interesting  field.     Certainly  recruit 
ment  may  be  a  problem,   too.     Recrutment  has  been  for  men,  and 
not  for  women,  and  maybe  they  feel  that  it  Is  not  too  easy 
to  earn  a  living,   or  to  be  hired  by  the  big  corporation.     I 
know  there  are  a  number  of  women  who  do  work  for  the  larger 
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i  firms,  but  they  are  Mil  in  comparison  with  the  men.  Just 
off  the  top  of  ay  head,  tboao  are  two  reasons  I  sen  think 

of. 
Korrisi  With  so  few  women  lawyer*,  what  made  ya*  deolde  to  beoome  a 

lawyer? 

Shedoni     Well,  as  I  Indicated,   I  wanted  aomething  other  than  the 

accustomed  roles.     Ky  father  waa  a  dent let  and  wanted  BO  to 
be  a  dentist,  and  that  didn't  appeal  to  me.     I  didn't  like 
medicine,  so  I  thought  I'd  try  law,  and  fortunely,  I  liked  It. 

;. orris  i     LOW  did  your  frlende  aooept  you  going  Into  a  position  or  a 
role  which  la  usually  thought  of  aa  a  man's  profession. 

Shedoni     Well,  a  lot  of  them  Ithou&ht  I  waa  rather  odd.  Including  my 
not her* 

Korriei     Did  yon  receive  any  discouragement? 

Shedoni  :;o,  I  wouldn't  say  I  received  any  discouragement,  bat  on  the 
other  hand,  I  don't  recall  any  particular,  active  encourage 
ment. 

::orrisi  Do  you  feel  now  that  it's  easier  for  a  woman  to  go  Into  law? 
If  so,  why  or  why  not? 

Shedoni     Z  think  it's  much  easier*     For  one  thing,  the  example  of  the 
women  going  into  law  now,  they  are  a  young,  attractive, 
alert  group*      ;ot  that  the  older  ones  weren't  alert,  but  they 
weren't  the  feminine,  attractive  women  that  you  get  now  that 
go  into  law  school.    And  I  think  the  more  you  get  this 
type  of  *naan  going  to  law  school  the  more  it  attracts  others* 
Plus,  fields  are  opening  up  to  women  now  that  were  previously 
closed,  like  the  city  attorneys    office.     I  think  we  have 
what,  now,  one  woman,  one  or  two,  but  it's  only  recently  that 
there  have  been  any.     The  county  counsel  has  one  that  I 
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Shedoni     know  of,   formerly  taey  had  none.     The  public  defender's 
office  and  the  di strict  attorney's  office  both  are  open. 
They  seen  to  hire  a  number  of  women. 

Morris  I     Do  you  think  because  the  pay  is  so  low?     I  mean  a  large  number 
of  into  the  public  defender's  —  I  mean  the  men  go  out  more  for 
the  money  more.    • 

Shedoni      I  don't  think  so.     I  don't  think  because  the  pay  »s  so  low,   I 

mean  a  lot  of  pottos  men  that  like  public  defender's  office  and 
the  district  attorney's  office.     It  is  an  excellent  beginning  for 
a  young  lawyer,  because  he  is  in  court.     You  get  into  court 
everyday  and  you  learn  your  way  around  the  court  room,  whereas 
if  you  go  into  a  large  law  flrmt   you  may  work  for  it  for  years 
before  you  see  the  Inside  of  a  court  room,   so  it's  a  definite 
advantage  to  go  in  and  get  trained,  and  then  branch  out  into 
private  practice. 

Morris i     Can  you  tell  me  something  about  your  campaign? 

Shedoni     Well,   so  far,   I  haven't  campaigned* 

Morris  i     Is  it  necessary  for  a  Judge  running  without  an  opponent,  as  I 
understand  is  usually  the  case,  to  do  any  real  or  great 
campaigning? 

Shedoni     :io,  particularly  now.     In  the  last  —  I  think  it  was  three  and 
a  half  years  ago,   it  was  enacted  to  law  a  provision  that  if  a 
Judge  is  unopposed,   his  or  her  name  does  not  have  to  appear 
on  the  ballot.     So.  If  you're  unopposed,  you're  not  even  on  the 
ballot. 

Korrisi     Do  you  feel  that  by  entering  law,  and  now  by  being  a  Judge,  you 
are  striking  a  blow  for  women's  emancipation? 

Shedoni     Well,   I  have  to  ask,   emancipation  from  what? 


9 

."'orris  i  Many  people  feel  that  women  are  an  oppressed  group,  and  since 

they  have  not  been  aBowed  the  freedoms  that  they  hshould  have, 
but  have  been  held  down  by  frhe  role  playing  that  society  has 
put  on  them,  that  they  are  told  from  the  time  that  they  are 
children,  almost  brainwashed,  that  they  must  do  certain  things. 
This  type  of  emancipation,  breaking  away  from  the  old  train  of 
thought.  Traditional  emp 

Shedoni  Traditional  employment  or  role  of  a  woman? 

:  orris i  Yes. 

Shedoni      I  guess  so,   yes.     Every  woman  that  enters  Into  a  different 
field  that  was  traditionally  male  or  any  oooupation,  or 
position,   or  whatever,   everytttae  that  happens  is  one  more 
example  of  —  you  don't  have  to  be  a  traditional  housewife,  or 
whatever. 

Morris  i     Do  you  feel  that  you're  proving  a  point  that  a  woman  can  be  a 
Judge? 

Shedoni      I  guess  yes. 

Morris  i     Do  you  feel  that  the  Women's  Lib  has  a  oase  that  there  has  been 
discrimination  against  women? 

Shedont     Yes,   I  think  there  has.     To  some  extent  you  look  at  the  labor 
laws.     Some  of  them,   of  course,  teere  originally  enacted  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  weaker  sex,  physically,  but  in 
other  situations  such  as  medicine  or  law,   or  being  presidents 
of  copper. Abieashaad  heads  of  insurance  companies,    I  am  sure 
that  the  traditional  feelings  of  men  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
men  keeping  women  from  occupying  those  positions. 

:. orris:     Would  an  example  of  the  discrimination  against  women  be  shown 

that  In  1970  Georgia  ratified  the  nlnteenth  amendment  which  was 

Shedont      [laughter]     It  certainly  seems  so,  yes. 
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Morris i  Why  do  you  think  that  ?0  percent  of  women  In  either  technical 

or  professional  occupations  are  either  nurses  or  teachers? 
Shedoni   Of  course  I  don't  If  the  figures  —  I  assume  that  those  are 
correct  —  all  I  can  say  Is  that  those  are  the  traditional 
occupations  that  were  considered  ladylike  and  permissable  for 
iromen  to  go  Into.  You  go  way  back  to  the  tuxn  of  the  century. 
If  a  woman  had  what  was  considered  a  mlsfortunate,  and  had  to 
go  out  and  earn  a  living,  she  had  to  go  Into  nursing  or 
teaching  because  these  were  all  that  was  available,  that  were 

thought  ladylike.  I  know  my  mother,  she  wanted  very  much  to 

to 
do  something,  and  the  only  choice  for  her  was  to  go/the 

state  normal  school.  An  aunt  of  hers  broke  with  tradition  and 
went  Into  the  newspaper  business,  and  she  became  editor  of  a 
newspaper  In  Texas,  I  believe  It  was,  around  the  turn  of  the 
century.  This  was  considered  very  rare  and  very  unusual  and  not 
quite  womanly* 

Morris »  You  mentioned  earlier  that  there  were  women  that  were 

breaking  the  roles,  that  there  were  women  In  the  public 
defender's  office  and  other  offices.  Do  you  feel  that  Is  Just 
for  show? 

Shedoni  Well,  I  don't  think  Its  as  much  for  show,  as  I  might  say  It's 
Just  a  reluctant  opening  of  the  door* 

Morris  i  Then  you  would  say  that  It's  not  really  a  whole  point  In  which 
to  accept  women  as  lawyers,  but  It's  Just  expedient? 

Shedoni   I  think  they  are  doing  It  because  there  Is  a  pressure  to  take 
them. 

Morris  i  Why  do  you  think  when  you  compare  women  lawyers  with  ten 

years  experience  to  male  lawyers  with  the  same  number  of  years 
of  practice,  that  male  lawpers  maJfe  two  hundred  percent  more? 
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Shedoni     Well*    I  obviously  don't  know*  because  I  did  not  know  that  this 
was  the  situation.     1*11  aooept  your  word,  but  I  really  don't 
know. 

I.orrlsi      Do  you  think  it's  because  the  female  lawyers  aren't  prepared, 

or  do  you  think  the  people  are  mort  used  to  hiring  male  lawyers, 
that  they'd  rather  take  their  business  to  a  male  lawyer? 

Shedon'      That  might  be  true.     Again,    just  looking  at  the  traditional  role 
that  men  and  women  play,   have  played,  and  people  probably  in  the 
past  years  when  they  thought  of  seeking  counsel,   seeking  an 
attorney,   probably  in  their  mind's  eye  they  see  a  man.     And  it 
does  take  a  moment  or  a  while  to  adjust  oneself  that  you 
are  perhaps  talking  to  a  woman  instead  of  a  man,  and  law  firms 
may  very  well  feel  that  a  client  would  prefer  a  man. 

Korrjsi     Can  you  tell  me  a  little  bit  about  your  family  life?     Do  you 
have  any  children? 

Shedoni     I  have  one  son. 

;  orris i     How  does  being  a  judge  affect  your  children. 

Shedon  i      Now? 

Morris  i     Yes,   from  the  time  you  became  a  Judge. 

Shedon t      Well,  my  son  at  that  time  —  let's  see,   he  was  in  college  at 
that  time,   so  ift  didn't  have  any  affect  one  way  or  another, 
really. 

Morris  i     Would  you  have  accepted  this  position  if  your  child  had  been  ten 
or  eight,   six? 

Shedoni      It  would  have  affected  my  decision  in  that  I  would  have  been 

more  eager  to  seek  it  for  this  reason  t     when  I  was  appointed  as 
a  commissioner,   the  question  asked  me  at  that  time  was,    "Why 
do  you  wnat  to  be  a  court  commissioner??     And  my  answer  at  that 
time  was  that  I  had  a  child  and  I  wanted  something  with  regular 
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Shed  on »  hours  so  I  could  spend  more  time  with  my  child.  As  a  practicing 
attorney,  your  time  Isn't  your  o-wn.  You're  on  call  twenty- 
four  Jrours  a  day  seven  days  a  week,  actually,  If  you  want  to 
be  a  good  one  or  If  you  want  to  make  money  —  either  one  or 
"both,  so  that  being  a  Judge  Is  much  easier  to  raise  a  family 
because  you  hare  more  time  to  devote  than  If  you're  In  general 
practice. 

Morris »  How  much  time  does  being  a  Judge  take  away  from  your  family 
life? 

Shedoni  Uo  more  than  any  work  that  a  woman  would  go  to.  Say,  If  a 
woman  worked  from  eight  to  five.  We  oocaslonaly  work  later, 
but  you  can  more  or  less  count  on  your  evenings  being  free. 

Morris  i  Have  you  ever  had  a  trouble  In  the  court  room  because  you're  * 
woman f 

Shedoni  No. 

."orris i  How  did  your  male  counterparts  accept  you? 

Shedoni   The  Judges? 

Korrlsi   Yes. 

BbrdHtet     Pine,  I  think.     They  were  nice  to  me. 

Bhefttai     And  how  were  you  accepted  by  the  general  staff? 

Shefttai      Once  we  got  acqualnted;no  problem.     You  might  say  that  I've  had 
the  feeling  that  a  ballff ,  when  first  assigned  to  my  court, 
realizes  he  has  to  work  for  a  woman.       I  think  at  the  beginning 
that  there's  a  question  in  his  mind,  but  ay  get  together  there's 
no  problem.     It's  Just  getting  over,  again,  that  initial  shook 
or  whatever  you  want  to  call  it,  of  thinking  that  he  has  to 
work  for  a  woman. 

Morris  i     las  serving  in  this  position  been  different  from  what  you 
expected  it  to  be? 
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Shedcnt     No,  not  really*   but  I  think  because  again  of  the  experience 

I  had  as  a  commissioner,   sitting  as  a  Judge,   I  have  been  doing 
It  for  so  many  years,   that (actually,   I  shouldn't  say  this, 
I  suppose,  but  It  Is  true)   I  just  do  not  work  as  hard  as  a 
I  did  as  a  commissioner,  because  there  you're  subject  to  the 
control  of  orders  of  a  hundred  some  odd  Judges.     So  here  I'm 
more  or  less  a  free  agent.     You're  not  really  a  free  agent  be 
cause  you  have  your  calendar.     But  when  I'm  through  with  my 
work  I'm  through,  whereas  a  commissioner  Is  never  through  as 
long  as  there's  someone  to  tell  him  what  to  do. 

i.orrlsi  As  a  commissioner  and  as  a  Judge,  do  you  find  yourself  trying 
to  prove  yourself  as  a  woman  —  that  you  can  be  effect,  or  do 
you  even  think  about  that? 

Shed  on  t     No,   I  don't  even  think  about  It. 

.  orris i     Do  you  feel  that  you  are  a  member  of  an  oppressed  group,  as 
a  woman,  you  have  to  be  better  than  your  male  counterparts? 

Shedoni     I  do,   I  think  It  Is  true,   say  for  a  woman  to  advance,   that  she 
must  be  a  little  bit  better. 

Korrlst     Do  you  feel  that  because  of  your  profession  your  son  feels  that 
when  he  has  children  he  woxftecontinue  the  role  playing  with 
his  daughters,   that  fceoaase  supposed  to  be  this,  you  know,  that 
a  girl's  supposed  to  be  a  nurse  or  a  teacher,  because  you  have 
broken  that  role  that  he  may  tell  his  children  the  same  thing? 

Shedon  t      ThafcinJtgW) ,  byes . 

Morris  t     Are  you  satisfied  with  your  effectiveness  as  a  Judge? 

Shedoni     Well,   I  certainly  try  to  do  the  best  I  can,  and  hopefully  It 
Is  effective.     If  there  are  any  problems  no  one  has  told  me 
about  It. 

Korrlsi     What  was  your  reason  for  becoming  a  Judge.     Did  you  feel  that 


Korrisi  there  was  something  wrong  with  the  Judicial  system  that  you 
felt  that  you  could  change? 

Shedoni  No,  I  liked  the  field  of  law  to  begin  with.  And  it's  an 
opportunity  to  do  what  you  hope  is  Justice  in  specific 
situations  rather  than  changing  the  whole  system.  I  hope  that 
by  giving  what  I  try  to  as  an  Impartial  decision,  that  the 
rights  of  the  people  Involved  will  be  protected.  That  is  the 
purpose  of  a  Judge. 

;. orris  i  Will  you  seek  an  additional  term  as  a  Judge? 

Shedoni   Yes. 

::orrisi  Do  you  think  that  terms  should  be  limited? 

Shedoni  Do  you  mean  like  it  la  now  to  six  years? 

Korrlst  Yes. 

Shedoni  Yes,  I  think  so.  I  think  so,  yes. 

:. orris  i  Do  you  plan  to  go  higher  in  law,  maybe  perhaps  to  the  Superior 
or  to  the  Supreme  Court? 

Shedoni  I  would  like  to. 

to 
Morris i   Do  you  feel  that  women  aren't  being  pushed  on/a  higher  position 

in  the  Judicial  system? 
Shedoni   Being  mpushed  on? 
Korrisi  Yes?  In  the  sense  that  right  now  there's  not  a  woman  on  the 

Superior  Court,  there's  not  a  woman  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
Shedoni  There  are  two  women  in  the  Superior  Court. 
Korrisi  As  far  as  more  women  being  put  on? 
Shedoni  Well,  I  think  the  picture  pretty  well  speaks  for  itself  here. 

There  are  two  women  In  the  Superior  Court.  Che  was  appointed 

and  one  was  elected.  As  compared  to  —  what  is  it,  164  Judges  - 

so  the  ratio  there  speaks  for  itself. 
Korrisi  liow  many  JOODC  women  are  up  for  promotion,  in  the  sense  of  how 
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Morris  i   many  women  have  been  —  I  oan't  think  of  It  now  —  I  was 
talking  to  Judge  Dunbar  and  she  was  giving  me  the  number 
of  women  who  have  prepared  for  It,  who  have  not  peen  put  onto 
the  Superior  Court. 

Shedoni      I  personally  think  that  any  one  of  our  —  I  don't  know  how 

many  women  attorneys,   there  are  a  number  of  outstanding  women 
attorneys,   how  many  of  them  are  Interested,   I  don't  know*     Bat 
I  think  oertalnly  out  of  our  Municipal  Court  Judges,   I  don't 
know  any  that  I  wouldn't  think  were  qualified*     And  there  are* 
let's  see,   one,  two,   three,   four,  fivesix,   seven,   eight, 
nine,  ten  —  ten  that  I  can  oallall  off  hand  --  and  anyone  of 
them  who  would  be  a  good  appointment*     As  far  as  thl  know,   they' 
re  all  interested.     I  know  that  five  or  six  or  seven  of  them 
are  interested. 

Korrlsi      Kow  do  you  think  they  Should  be  appointed  to  a  higher  position? 
Do  you  think  that  more  monneotlons  Ipushes  you  on  forward? 

Shedoni      It  involves  connections,  and  exactly  what  kind  of  connections 
for  an  appointment  in  this  particular  city  I  don't  know*     I 
don't  know.     But  certainly,  one  thing,  thw  appointment 
secretary  naturally  screens  the  applicants.     You  file  an 
application  and  the  appointment  secretary  does  the  screening. 
The  appointment  secretary  also  requests  an  opinion  Crom  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  State  Bar  Association*     Their  opinion 
Is  very  Important.     When  requested,   the  L.A.  County  Bar, 
for  Instance,   will  forward  the  recaaendation  to  the     appoint 
ment  secretary.     So  connections  plus  these  recommendations 
which  the  government  specifically  wants  are  all  viewed. 
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Morris  i     Do  you  feel  that  the  laws  In  this  country  favor  men  over  m 
women? 

Shedoni     Let's  see  —  the  laws  favor  men  over  women  —  well,   of  course* 
that's  a  tremendously  broad  field.     I  know  many  men  when 
confronted  with  the  divorce  division  of  property,  and  so  forth, 
In  court  will  say  that  the  law  favors  the  women.     So  that's 
one  field  where  you  really  have  a  definite  controversy.     Again, 
I  think  the  work  laws,  which  may  limit  hours  and  Income,   I 
think  ffavor  men,   and  they're  attempting  —  there's  —  some 
attempt  Is  very  definitely  "being  made  to  —• 

Morris t     Do  you  feel  that  things  are  changing  for  women,  that  the 

consciousness  about  what  women  can  do,  that  ideas  are  ohanttng? 

Shedoni      Oh  yes,    I  definitely  do. 

Morris:     And  do  you  feel  that's  because  more  women  are  going  into 

different  occupations  or  because  there's  more  pressure  to  have 
it  changed,   the  Women's  Lib  Movement,  for  example. 

Shedont      I  think  both.     The  door  is  being  opened,   even  though  gradually, 
to  more  women,  and  more  women  going  in,  and  the  pressure  to 
do  so.ir  Which  Is  cause  and  which  is  affect  is  very     hard  to 
say.     But  very  definitely,  te  pressure  is  being  brought  by 
very  articulate  women  throughout  the  oonntry.has  a  very 
decided  affect. 

K orris i     Have  you  found  that  women  lawyers  before  you  have  more  or 
less  prepared  than  their  male  counterparts. 

Shedoni     I  would  say  that  they're  more  prepared. 

Morris t     Why  do  you  think  that's  so? 

Shedont      Because  maybe  they're  more  unsure  of  themselves. 

Korrisi     Do  you  feel  that  if  a  woman  came  in  less  prepared  than  a  male 
that  it  would  hurt  the  case  moreso  than  it  would  If  a  man 
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..orris i   cane  In  lees  prepared  than  a  woman? 

Shedont  I  don't  think  so,  I  really  don't  think  so.  Well,  I  can  only  — 
really,  I  can't  read  other  people's  minds,  all  I  can  do  is 
speak  for  myself.  You  look  at  a  lawyer,  and  your  dont  looking 
at  who  —  you're  looking  at  what  they  do  and  what  their  oase 
is,  and  if  they're  not  prepared  and  the  other  person  is 

. 

prepared  —  the  one  who  is  prepared  is  going  to  get  the  benefit 
of  the  Judgment. 

i :  orris i  In  the  sense  of  generalization,  I  know  another  Judge  I  inter 
viewed  said  when  a  lawyer's  less  prepared  and  a  female,  that 
people  generalize  and  say,  "Look,  all  women  are  less  prepared." 
She  becomes  an  example,  and  that  everytime  —  your  an 
example  that  can  be  used,  so  you  have  to  always  be  on  your 
toes* 

Shedont  I  certainly  think  that  a  woman  has  a  burden  to  always  try  and 
be  a  little  better.  I  think  that  is  absolutely  true.  Again, 
maybe  because  I'm  a  woman  I  might  not  react  that  same  way  as 
a  man  would. 

Morris t  How  do  you  think  that  role  playing  can  be  broken?  Do  you 
think  that  television  is  perhpas  —  there's  a  show  called 
"All  in  the  Family"  in  which  the  race  problem  is  shown,  and 
yet  the  woman  is  made  a  fool.  Do  you  think  if  they  had  a 
show  that  showed  the  discrimination,  that  would  improve  the 
consciousness? 

Shedoni  Well,  of  course,  this  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  answer, 
because  for  one  thing  the  role  playing  —  I'm  not  so  sure 
it's  good  to  get  completely  awary  from  some  role  playing. 
I  think  a  woman's  tenderness  and  her  maternal  instincts  and 
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Shedoni   her  feelings  —  maybe  again  It's  because  I'm  an  older 

generation,  but  I  don't  think  there  should  be  a  complete  cutting 
away  of  a  wonan  as  a  woman  and  from  her  role  as  a  housewlve 
If  this  Is  what  she  wants*  And  a£  feh&sther  —  I  mean  these 
are  very  Important  and  wonderful  things.  I  do  feel  that  lt*s 
wrong  If  a  woman  In  the  role  of  a  woman ,  a  housewive,  a  mother , 
Is  played  down  as  a  comical  character*  This  Is  terrible! 
This  Is  awful.  I  think  a  woman  should  be  presented  as  a  human 
being ,  as  a  person,  regardless  to  what  position  she  wants  to 
take  either  as  a  mother,  a  housewlve  or  a  professional  0-  they 
should  both  be  given  equal  respect. 

Morris i  Women's  Lib  Is  fighting  right  now  to  have  the  text  books*  the 
school  text  books  porjrray  women  as  bus  drivers,  as  doctors,  as 
lawyers,  as  other  things  that  are  usually  thought  of  as  men's 
professions.  The  reason  Is  that  —  to  allow  a  child  to  see 
that  there  Is  a  diversity  of  jobs.  Do  you  feel  that  that 
would  change  the  opinion?  The  Ideas  are  usually  for  —  they 
find  that  she's  only  playfkg  with  dolls,  she's  only  walking  a 
baby  or  something  like  that,  so  she  thinks  that's  all  she's 
supoosed  to  do,  that's  all  she  can  do.  Do  you  think  that  would 
help? 

Shedont  I  assume  you're  talking  about  a  contemporary  situation,  nothing 
historical. 

r.orrlsi  No. 

Shedont  In  other  words,  you  have  a  little  girl  hammering  nails  Instead 
of  playing  with  dolls? 

Morris t  Like  the  elementary  schools  where  you  see  Jane  running  and  she 
Is  very  clean,  when  you  see  her  playing  with  her  dolly  or 
playing  house  —  show  a  different  situation  In  which  she  can 
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Morris  i     have  pant  a  on.     Where  she  Is  doing  something  else,  playing 
fireman  or  something.     Showing  that  she  does  do  different 
things i   that  girls  oan  do  other  roles  than  playing  the  mother 
Image? 

Shedoni      I  would  not  [>1?3  ia  *h»* 

regard  for  this  reason  i     I  think  you  are  getting  Into  fields 
that  a  psychiatrist  or  psyoho-analyst  or  a  medical  doctor 
might  have  an  opinion  contrary,   In  that  you  have  BO  many 
conflicting  problems  Involved,  such  as  male  and  remale  Identity 
as  a  woman  •—  not  if  she  is  to  become  a  whole  person  identifies 
herself  as  a  woman.     In  other  words,  you're  getting  your  sexual 
problems  involved  — •  It's  even  dangerous. 

Horrist      You  think  showing  women  as  firemen,  policemen,   and  so  forth  — 

Shedoni     I  don't  know.     I  don't  know.     Now  in  the  older  —  you  were 

talking  about  young  children,   I  assumed.     Dick  and  Jane  —  they 
are  for  young  children. 

Morris  i     Women's  Lib  is  having  text  books  and  other  books  showing 
women  doing  other  things  then  playing  with  dolls. 

Bhedont      If  they're  Just  doing  things  showing  occupations,   certainly  I 
think  that  would  be  helpful.     It's  Just  that  the  matter  —  I 
think  they  would  have  to  consider  other  problems  in  presenting 
them  in  a  matter    and  detail  zz  which  they  present  involve. 

Korrlst     Why  do  you  think  that  according  to  a  1969  survey,  of  the 

number  of  Americans  who  earn  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year,  less 
than  two  percent  of  them? 

Shedont      In  a  19  --  what? 

Morris i     In  a  1969  survey  of  ~ 

Shedoni      Of  all  the  Americans  who  ean  ten  thousand  dollars  — 

.orris a     Yes,   two  percent  of  them  are  women. 
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Shed  on  i      In  other  -words,  are  you  using  ten  thousand  as  considered  a 

large  Income? 
Morris i     Kes. 
Shedoni      Yes,  well  It  goes  back  to  the  fact  that  women  aren't  In  a 

A 

position  to  make  money,  and  I  suppose  It  goes  back  again  to 
the  fact  that  doors  have  Just  now  begun  to  open. 
Morris  t  Do  you  think  that  the  doors  can  stay  open?  [960] 

and  after  the  war  began  It  Just  cooled,  that  the  women  are 

going  to  return  to  the  kitchen? 
Shedoni   I  don't  think  so,  I  think  this  Is  a  very  strong  movement,  and 

It  has  a  great  deal  of  weight  behind  It.  I  think  at  this 

time  now,  we're  even  getting  Influential  men  behind  It. 

I  think  too  many  chinks  have  been  made  In  the  progress,  so 

to  speak.  I  think  It's  strong  and  it's  good  and  Ittll  stay. 
Morris  i  Why  do  you  think  women  returned  to  the  kitchen  in  1920  after 

they  had  received  the  right  to  vote? 
Shedon i   [977] 
Morris i 
Shedoni  Thank  you  very  much,  it's  been  a  pleasure  meeting  you. 

END  TAPE 
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District,  State  of  California) 


EDUCATION 


Los  Angeles  Polytechnic  High  School 
Valedictorian  Class  S'3o 

Los  Angeles  City  College,  Summa  Cum  Laude 
Class  W'49 

Southwestern  School  of  Lav;,  LL.B. 

Class  W'52  (Admitted  to  California  State 
Bar  1952) 


EXPERIENCE 
1938-47 
1952-61 


General  real  estate  business,  Los  Angeles 

General  practice  of  lav/,  2902  South  Western 
Avenue,  Los  Angeles 


19ol-Preserit     Judge,  Municipal  Court 


AFFILIATIONS 


Officer  and  Director,  Model  Neighborhood 
Commission  on  Justice,  196]- 

Director,  Model  Neighborhood  Economic 
Development  Corporation,  1960- 


AFFILIATIONS  (Contd.) 


Legal 
(Appointive) 


(Member) 


Political 


Other 


California  -Low  Revision  Commission 
June  1960-63 

Attorney  General's  Advisory  Committee  on 
Constitutional  Rights,  19^9-61 

California  Conference  of  Judges 
Women  Lawyers'  Association 
Los  Angeles  Bar  Association 
Langs  ton  Lav/  Club 
American  B*r  Association 
American "Judicature  Society 
National  Bar  Association 

Democratic  State  Central  Committee 

1958-60:  1960-61 
Democratic  County  Central  Committee, 

Executive  Board,  1958-60 
Democratic  Minority  Conference  , 

President,  1957-60 
Community  Groups  for  Political  Action, 

Executive  Board,  19oO-62 

National  Committee  Against  Discrimination 

in  Housing,  1968 
California.  Mental  Health  Assn.,  Director 

at  Large,  1962-66 
Bank  of  Finance,  Advisory  Committee, 

1963-67 
N.A.A.C.P.,  Executive  Board,  1955-56 


AWARDS 


Trailblazer  Award,  recipient  1962  (National 

Assn.,  Business  and  Professional  Women) 
Urban  League  Equal  Opportunities,  honoree, 

1961 
Most  Distinguished  Alumna  Award,  1966, 

Los  Angeles  City  College 
Distinguished  Citizen,  Field  of  Civil  Rights, 

recipient  1Q62  (Coca  Cola  Co.) 
Civil  Rights  Service  Award,  recipient  I960 

(Democratic  Minority  Conference) 
Woman  of  the  Year  Award,  recioient  1952,  1957, 

19o2  (Los  Angeles  Sentinel) 
Woman  of  the  Year  Award,  recipient  19^6,  1953 

(Pittsburgh  Courier) 


IIJT3RVIEW  WITH  JUDGE  VAINO  SPBNCER 

Morris i   The  date  Is  JLpyiS,  1972.  I'm  at  the  Municipal  Courthouse, 
downtown  Los  Angeles.  The  address  Is  110  North  Hill  on 
First  Street.  I'm  In  room  835,  division  4,  and  I'm  Interviewing 
Judge  lalno  Spencer*  She  has  been  a  judge  for  ten  years*  She 
Is  the  first  black  woman  Judge  appointed  to  the  Municipal 
Court  In  Los  Angeles  In  1961,  and  she  was  the  third  black 
woman  lawyer  In  the  state  of  California  when  she  came  out  of 
law  school  in  1952.  The  time  Is  twelve  o'clock.  I  am  now 
In  the  chambers*  My  name  Is  Angll  Patricia  Morris* 


Morris  i   The  following  is  precede  the  recorded  material  from  1  to  *K)0. 
Can  you  give  me  some  information  about  your  past  background 
before  going  into  public  office? 

Spencer  i  Yes,  I  was  in  general  real  estate  business  in  Los  Angeles 
between  the  years  of  1938  to  19^7*  In  1952  to  1961  I 
started  my  general  practice  of  law*  At  2902  South  Western 
Avenue  in  Los  Angeles*  In  1961  I  was  appointed  to  this 
position*  I  went  to  law  school  and  passed  the  test  the  first 
time.  I  had  good  grades*  My  practice  went  very  well. 

Morris i   How  long  have  you  been  in  this  office? 

Spencer t   I've  been  In  this  office  for  ten  years. 

Morrlst   How  did  you  reach  the  decision  to  accept  the  appointment  of 
this  office? 

Spencer i   I  decided  to  accept  the  appointment  of  this  office  because  I 

felt  that  there  were  many  things  in  the  Judicial  capacity  that 
I  wan 'ted  to  change.   I  felt  that  you  could  do  more  on  the 
Inside  than  you  could  do  on  the  outside.  There  were  many 
things  that  I  felt  were  wrong  with  our  system  of  law(  and  I 
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•penoeri   felt  by  being  Inside ,  by  participating  on  the  Inside  t  the 
framework  of  the  thing  that  I  could  change  It* 

Morris  t   What  was  there  in  your  background  that  made  you  feel  you  were 
qualified  for  this  position? 

Spencer i   I  had  practiced  law  for  nine  yaars  In  all  of  our  state  courts. 
I  had  a  lot  of  experience  in  general  practice.  I  had  graduated 
from  law  school  and  passed  the  bar  with  high  grades ,  and  I  felt 
that  I  knew  many  of  the  problems  that  were  In  the  law  system, 
and  that  I  could  change  them.  For  this  reason  I  felt  that  it 
was  not  only  necessary  for  me  to  become  a  Judge  and  to  try  to 
change  it,  but  it  was  a  must  with  me.  For  this  reason  I  was 
more  than  happy  to  seek  this  position  and  to  accept  it  once 
I  had  received  it. 

Morris t   From  your  experience,  do  you  think  women  make  better  Judges 
than  men? 

Spencer  i  No,  I  don't  think  that  you  can  say  that  women  make  any  better 
Judges  than  men,  but  I  do  think  that  there  are  many  women 
Judges  that  are  more  qualified  for  the  position  than  there  are 
men  in  the  sense  that  the  women  Judges  who  have  been  by-passed 
and  not  allowed  to  go  on.  They  are  qualified,  and  we  find  that 
men  who  are  maybe  less  qualified  are  put  in  their  position  be 
cause  they  are  men. 

Morris  i   What  law  school  did  you  attend,  and  how  many  women  were  there  at 
that  time? 

Spencer >   I  went  to  Southwest  School  of  Law,  where  I  got  my  Ll.B.  I  was 
in  the  winter  class  of  1952.  I  was  admitted  to  the  California 
State  Bar  in  1952.  At  that  time  there  were  two  women  in  our 
class  and  there  were  about  three  women  in  the  whole  law  school. 

Morris  i   Did  you  receive  any  discrimination  while  you  were  in  law  school? 
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Spencer i     No,   I  didn't. 

Morris t       Was  it  easy  for  you  to  start  your  practice  as  a  lawyer,   being 
a  woman? 

Spencer  i      I  didn't  know  that  because  I  was  a  woman  •  was  supposed  to  be  in 
a  certain  role,   so  I  didn't  think  about  that  when  I  first 
started  my  practice.     So,   I  would  say  that  even  though  I 
realize  there  is  discrimination  against  women,   because  I  didn't 
realize  it  at  the  time,   I  didn't  think  about  it.     So  the 
discrimination  that  I  received  was  not  one  that  I  noticed  or 
one  that  I  recorded. 

Korrisi       As  you  function  as  Judge,  do  you  feel  that  you  are  influenced 
by  your  femininity? 

Spencen     l-Jo,   I  don't  feel  that   I'm  influenced  by  my  femininity. 

Korrisi        Why  do  you  think  there  are  so  few  women  who  go  into  public 
law  9-  or  go  into  law  at  all? 

Spencer  i     Because  they  realize  that  there  is  discrimination.     Because  they 
have  been  taught  from  the  time  that  they  are  children  that 
law  is  a  man's  field,   and  because  they,   themselves,   believe 
to  a  certain  extent  that  they  are  weak,   that  they  shouldn't 
go  on.     But,    this  is  sometling  that  is  changing,   something 
that's  being  realized  is  a  farce,   and  it's  something  that's  not 
true. 

Morris  i       Why  are  there  so  few  women  Judges  that  are  appointed  to  higher 
positions.     Let  us  fcay,   there  are  no  women  on  the  Supreme 
Court,  no  women  Judges  on  the  Superior  Court.     Why  do  you  think 
this  is  true? 

Spencen     Well,   the  reason  it's  true  —  you  understand  that  there  are 

eighty  thousand  lawyers  in  the  state  of  California,   and  there 
are  only  one  thousand  Judges.     To  get  in  this  position,   you  have 
to  have  connections  with  the  governor,   the  man  who  makes  the 
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Spenoeri  appointments.  Even  In  my  case,  I  knew  the  governor  personally. 
I  knew  him  personally  not  only  In  the  oapaplty  of  being  a 
friend,  but  also  he  knew  what  I  was  doing,  what  my  work  was, 
how  I  worked,  what  kind  of  lawyer  I  was.  But  he  asked 
his  people  whomf  he  trusts  when  he  decides  who  to  appoint  as 
the  Judge,  and  for  this  reason  It's  very  difficult,  very 
difficult  Indeed  for  a  woman  to  go  on  and  to  become  a  Judge,  or 
to  get  up  In  a  higher  position.  And  this  is  also  an  addition 
to  the  discrimination  that  women  have  received.  Because  she 
does  not  have  the  connections,  because  she  does  not  have  the 

money  in  a  lot  of  oases,  she  is  not  given  the  advancement 

and 
she  would  receive  /because  of  the  discrimination  against  women 

she's  not  pushed  up  into  the  advancements  that  she  should. 
Ththlnk  it's  not  because  women  aren't  qualified,  because  women 
are  surely  qualified.   I  think  it's  solely  on  the  fact  that 
she's  a  woman. 

Morris t   With  so  few  women  lawyers,  what  made  you  decide  to  become  one? 

Spencer i  Well,  I  became  a  lawyer  because  I  had  quite  a  few  friends  who 
were  lasers,  and  all  these  friends  were  males,  and  a  friend 
of  mine  who  was  a  woman  became  a  lawyer  and  after  she  became  a 
lawyer  I  decided  that  there  was  nothing  to  hold  me  back  — •  there 
was  no  reason  why  I  should  try  it.  So,  I  decided  to  do  it.  And 
even  though  I  realized  that  It  was  a  position  that  was  looked 
on  very  badly,  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it  at  the  time, 
because  my  friends  Aldn't  «ay  anything  about  my  being  a  lawyer, 
they  thought  it  was  a  good  Idea,  thought  I'd  make  a  very  good 
lawyer,  so  w^ent  on  with  It  whole  heartedly.  I 

I  think  it  has  an  awful  lot  to  do  with  my  family  life. 
My  parents,  my  father  especially  always  pushed  me  and  never 
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Spencer  i  told  me  anything  about  these  roles,   you  know.     And  since  he 

never  told  me  about  the  role  palylng,   consequently!   I  didn't 
know  that  I  was  supposed  to  be  here  or  that  I  was  supposed  to 
be  a  Jlttle  girl  dainty  or  anything.     I  only  thought  that 
whatever  I  wanted  to  be  ,    I  could  be  It.     For  that  reason  I 
decided  I  wanted  to  be  a  lawyer  because  of  the  Influence  these 
men  had  on  me,  and  I  decided  that  I  was  going  to  be  it,  and  I 
became  It. 

Morris  i       How  did  your  friends  accept  your  going  Into  a  position  or  role 
which  Is  usually  thought  of  as  a  man's  position? 

^pencen     They  didn't  think  anything  of  It  at  all  because  they  know  me 
well  enough  to  know  that  I  have  crazy  Ideas,  and  they  Just 
didn't  think  anything  at  all  —  Just,    "no  comment."     I've 
always  been  agresslve.     I've  always  been  strong  willed  and 
outspoken,   and  for  that  reason  there  was  Just  no  surprise  to 
them,   I  suppose. 

I'orrlsi        Do  you  feel  that  It  Is  easier  now  for  women  to  go  Into  law? 
If  so,  why,   or  why  not? 

Spencer  i     No,    I  don't  feel  It  Is  any  easier  for  women  to  go  Into  law 

than  It  ever  was.     But  I  think  now  law  schools  are  opening  up 
to  women  gomlng  In,   allowing  them  to  come  in  In  the  sense 
that  they  do  have  a  quota  system  saying  "let's  let  a  few  of 
them  In."     I  guess  you  could  say  for  appearances  sake.     Them 
being  accepted  by  the  general  public,   them  practicing,   that 
hasn't  changed.     Your  going  and  getting  your  degree  Is  one 
thing.     Going  out  In  the  world  and  practicing  Is  another 
thing.     Because  I  think  you  should  realize  that  when  you're 
saying,    "Is  it  any  easier?"  you're  saying,    "Have  women  Just 
suddenly  got  the  ability  now,   1972,   to  do  it?"     Women  have 
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Spencer i      enough  and  prepared  enough  If  they  had  the  education  to  do  so, 

it's   Just  because  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  out,  were  not 
allowed  to  expand  themselves,   were  not  allowed  to  go  out  and 
show  the  world  that  they  were  Just  as  intelligent  as  a  man,  and 
could  compete  with  a  man  In  anything  that  a  man  could  do. 
And  because  they  were  lasooed  back  in  society  and  told  that  they 
couldn't  do  it  —  it's  not  because  they  couldn't  have  because 
they  didn't  have  the  ability,   it's  because  they  could  do  it 
because  they  had  been  brainwashed  from  the  time  they  were 
cJU.ldren  they  they  weren't  supposed  to  do  that.     They  were 
supposed  to  be  nice  and  clean,  and  they  were  supposed  to  stay 
at  the  home.     But  it  wasn't  because,   ever  because,   a  woman 
didn't  have  the  ability.     In  that  sense,   it's  easier  now  be 
cause  women  are  beginning  now  to  realize  that  they  do  have  the 
ability,   and  they're  not  going  to  let  anybody  tell  them  that 
they  don't.     In  that  sense  it's  easier,  and  it's  easelr  in  the 
sense  that  law  schools  are  opening  up  to  them. 

Korrlsi        Can  you  tell  me  something  about  your  campaign  —  have  you  ever 
had  a  campaign? 

Spencer »      I  have  been  in  office  for  ten  years,  and  I  have  come  up  two 

times  for  a  campaign,  but  I've  never  campaigned  for  the  simple 
reason  that  I  didn't  have  any  opponents,  and  when  you  don't 
have  any  opponents  there's  really  not  any  deoesslty  in  it. 

Korrisi        So  you  would  agree  that  when  a  Judge  Is  running  without  an 
opponent  as  I  understand  Is  usually  the  case,   she  doesn't 
really  have  to  campaign? 

Spenceri     I.ro,   she  doesn't.     It's  Just  a  Joke,   really.     I  didn't  really 
campaign.      If  you  don't  have  an  opponent,   there's  really  no 
sense  in  it. 
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Morris i        Do  you  feel  that  by  entering  law  that  you're  striking  a  blow 
for  Women's  Lib? 

Spenoeri     Yes,    I  really  think  I  am*     I  feel  that  everytime  a  woman  gets 
In  a  position  as  I'm  In  this  position,   that  she's  allowing 
people  to  see  that  women  can  do  it.     And,   In  that  sense,   yes, 
I  feel  that  I'm  striking  a  blow  for  Women's  Lib,     When  a  man 
comes  In  the  court  room  and  sees  me  up  there,   I'm  a  woman,   he 
sa£&,    "Well,   a  woman  can  be  a  judge,"  you  know.     And  cjdldren 
when  they  see  pictures  of  women   Judges,   they  say,    "Well,  welli 
women  are  Judges,"  and  it  changes  the  image  of  the  woman, 
I  feel  quite  strongly,   yes,   I'm  striking  a  blow  for  Women's 
Lib,  and  I  feel  I'm  as  well  affecting  a  blow  for  blacks,  because 
it  shows  that  blacks  can  do  it,   even  though  people  don't 
say  anything  about  whether  blades  can  do  this  and  whether 
blacks  can  do  that.     It's  not  nice,   It's  not  permissable  to 
say  anything  like  that  anymore  about  blacks  ~  even  though 
you  might  think  it,   you  don't  say  It,     Whereas  with  women  — 
women  can  still  be  discriminated  against.     Women  can  still  be 
put  down  and  make  Jokes  of,   you  know,   but  you  don't  do  that 
about  blacks.     So  I  feel  quite  strongly  that  I'm  striking  a 
blow  for  both  of  them,  but  more  so  for  women, 

Korrlst        Do  you  feel  that  the  Women's  Lib  Movement  has  a  case  that 
there's  discrimination  against  women? 

Spenoeri     Oh,   quite  so!     I  feel  that  —  I  think  everytlme  you  look  afe  a 

book  and  you  see  the  role  playing  that  a  woman  is  supposed  to  be 
a  nurse  or  a  teacher,   that's  part  of  It,   you  know.     And  if  you 
go  outside  of  that,   that  shows  it.     There  are  Just  so  many 
oases  of  discrimination.     An  example  that  you  mentioned  earlier 
was  one  of  the  states  ~  I  think  it  was  Georgia  —  that  Just 
ratified  the  19th  amendment.     Well,   if  that's  not  discrimination 
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Spenoen      I  don't  know  what  It  is,  fifty  years  after  the  amendment  has 
been  passed  and  has  been  put  on  the  constitution  as  being  x 
ratified  by  a  state ,   that's  ridiculous.     And  there  are  Just  so 
many  oases  of  discrimination.     I  think  that  people  don't  realize 
that  after     you  enter  a  position  they'll  accept  you,   but  they 
accept  you  on  a  personal  basis.    "I  accept  Spencer,   I  don't 
accept  anybody  else,   you  know.     I  don't  accept  the  group  of 
blacks  or  the  group  of  women,   I   Just  accept  this  one  woman. 
She  is  the  exception."     But  that's  not  the  way  it  should  be. 
It  should  be  fchat  you  accept  us  all  in  that  we  all  have  that 
ability  for  ~  this  group  of  people  does  have  ability.     You 
can't  say  that  "becauwe  the  sexes  ~  is  because  the  sex  is  a 
woman  that  she  doesn't  have  the  ability,   but  this  Is  the  way 
it  has  been  before.     If  a  woman  has  been  accepted  by  a  group 
of  men,    it's  only  because  they  say,    "Well,    she's  an  deception." 
I  know  that's  what's  happened  to  me,   that  I'm  the  exception. 
"Well,   you're  an  acception,   you  know."     And  that  makes  me  mad, 
because  that  means  that  I'm  not  accomplishing  anything.if 
they're  Just  going  to  put  me  away  and  say,    "She  sure  is  a  good 
Judge,"  they  don't  want  to  remove  the  prejudice  against  me 
being  a  gondn,   so  they  say,    "  Well,    Just  she's  a  good  Judge." 
You  know,   every  once  in  a  while  a  rare  occasion  scours,   you 
know.     That's  what's  bad.     So,    I  would  say  that  Women's  Lib 
has  more  than  a  case.     There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mldd     that 
there  is  discrimination. 

..orris i        Can  you  tell  me  a  little  bit  about  your  family?     Do  you  have  any 
children? 

Spenoen     Mo,   I  have  no  children,  and  I  was  divorced  In  196? t  and  so 

Morris i        How  much  time  does  your  being  a  Judge  take  away  from  you 
family  and  social  life? 
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Spencer «   "one, 

Morris i   Have  you  ever  had  any  trouble  In  the  court  room  because  you  are 
a  woman. 

Spencer «   "lo. 

Morris i   How  were  you  accepted  by  your  male  Judges? 

Spencer »   Pine.  There  was  no  problem  whatsoever.  As  I  said,  they  Just 
said,  "You're  the  exception,"  you  know.  [Laughter} 

Morris i   How  were  you  accepted  by  the  general  staff? 

Spencen  5  Pine,  there  was  no  problem  there,  either. 

Morris i   Has  serving  in  this  position  been  different  than  you  expected 
it  would  be? 

Spenoen   o,  I  figured  out  what  it  would  be.  As  I  said,  I  knew  the 
problems.  I  knew  what  I  was  going  into,  and  there  was  no 
surprises. 

Korrisi   Do  you  feel  that  because  you  are  a  member  of  an  oppressed 
group  you  have  to  be  better  than  your  male  counterparts? 

Spencer i  I  feel  that  people  expect  you  to  be  better  than  your 

male  counterparts,  but  I  won't  allow  myself  to  be  better  in  the 
sense  that  I  feel  if  I  am  qualified,  and  I  am  adequate,  and  I'm 
educated  to  the  appointment,  that  I  don't  feel  I  should  try  to 
be  better  than  anybody.  I  feel  that  they  do  try  to  make  you 
feel  that  way.  I  think  that  blacks  have  gotten  away  from  that  t 
to  a  lesser  degree  —  it's  still  there,  but  it's  to  a  lesser 
degree.  But  women  haven't.  A  woman  still  has  to  be  smarter 
than  a  man.  A  woman  still  has  to  be  better  prepared  than  a 
man,  and  that's  pitiful.  But  I  won't  allow  myself  to  be  that 
way,  even  though  I  know  that's  what  they're  trying  to  push  me 
into. 

Korrisi   Why  do  you  think  that  ?0  percent  of  the  women  who  are  in  either 
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rrlsi       professional  or  technical  positions  are  either  nurses  or 
teachers? 

Spencer i     "Jell,   because,   you  see,   being  either  a  nurse  or  a  teaoher  is 
still  an  extension  from  the  home  —  being  the  mother.     It's 
still  —  you • re  still  helping  or  waiting  on  somebody.     You're 
still  messing  around  with  children,   so  that's  acceptable.     And 
then,   you  see,   it's  a  traditional  role,   it's  traditional  to 
see  a  woman  as  a  nurse.     And  you  also  see  that  men  aren't 
competing  for  these  positions.     You  see  very  few  male  nurses, 
you  see  —  well,   there  are  male  teachers,   but  the  point  being  th 
that  the  male  teachers  you  see,   that's  kind  of  amusing,   because 
you  don't  see  any  women  in  the  profession  of  teaching  that  are 
in  really  high  positions.     There  are  males  that  are  in  real 
high  positions.     They  may  get  on  the  school  board,  but  they're 
not  going  to  have  a  majority  on  the  school  board.     They  may 
get  on  the  school  board,  but  they  really  don't  get  any  further 
than  that,   really  up  in  the  board  of  education.     So,   still,   that 
is  kind  of  a  farce.     It's  alright  to  be  down  below  the  men  that 
are  in  teaching,   but  you  don't  get  up  there  with  them.     You 
don't  get  over  them,   and  so  even  that  is  sort  of  a  Joke.     So, 
that's  why  it  is,   because  this  is  what  women  were  told  to  go 
into.     This  was  the  thing  that  was  acceptable.     This  is  what 
men  were  fighting  you  in  because  they  felt  that  if  men  tried  to 
compete  for  it  they  would  win  out,  and  so,   consequently,   it  was 
allowed.     It  was  acceptable. 

Morris  i        Do  you  feel  that  you've  been  effective  as  a  Judge? 

Spencen      Oh,  quite  so,    I  think  I've  been  very  effective,   yes. 

Morris i       Will  you  seek  an  additional  term  In  office? 

Spencer:      Yes. 

Korrlst   Do  vou  think  that  terms  should  be  limited? 
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Spencer i     Yes  and  no.     No  in  the  sense  that  not  too  long  ajo  there  was 
a  ruling  about  the  bussing,  and  the  Judge  that  made  the  rule 
for  the  bussing  was  voted  out  by  another  man.     The  man  who 
went  In  was  In  my  opinion  not  a  very  good  Judge.     He's  a  lazy 
Judge.     7.fhen  this  happens  it  makes  the   Judge  —  If  the   Judge 
is  going  to  be  frightened  of  loosing  his  Job  if  he  makes  a 
correct  decision  or  a  oontraversial  decision,   or  something 
that  is  against  the  public,   then  he  is  afraid  to  stand  up  for 
what  he  believes  in.     And  that's  what  a  lot  of  public  officials 
are,  a  lot  of  governmental  officials,   and  when  you  have  that 
type  of  thing  you  get  nothing  done,  because  the  good  thing 
is  not  done,   it's  the  popular  thing  that  is  done.     And  so  in 
that  sense,   the  Judges  are  forced  to  make  decisions  that  they 
don't  agree  with,   or  they're  under  public  pressures,    so  that  it 
would  only  hinder  the   Judicial  branch  instead  of  help  it.     I 
think  if  you  look  in  many  of  the  civil  rights  bills  that  have 
been  upheld,   the  reversal  of  many  of  the  laws  that  were 
unconstitutional,    I  think  that  it  was  not  popular  at  that  time 
for  Warren  to  do  that.     But,   It  was  done  because  he  was  not 
under  pressure  from  the  people.     But,   if  he  had  been  under 
pressure  from  the  people,   I  wonder,  would  he  have  done  it. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  they  shouldn't  be  llnlfced,   but  it 
is  to  say  that  many  of  the  decisions,  good  decisions  that  should 
be  made,  many  Judges  that  are  very  good,   are  going  to  be  at  the 
mercy  of  demigods,   like  the  man  who  got  int,   if  they  allovr  the 
elections  to  determine.     For  that  reason,    I  say  yes  and  I  say 
no.     That's  a  good  question.     I  don't  know.     If  it  is  not  going 
to  question  the  Judged,   if  it  is  not  going  to  sway  his  opinion, 
if  he's  not  in  that  danger,   then  yes,    it  should  be  limited. 
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Spenoen      But  In  the  sense  that  decisions  "being  turned,   beging  changed, 
it  becomes  a  point  of  courage.     Do  you  have  the  courage  to 
stand  up  for  your  convictions?     And  what  happens  is  that  a 
lot  of  Judges  won't  stand  up  for  their  convictions,   they  will 
Just  let  it  fall,  and  that  is  bad  for  vveryone. 

Morris i        Do  you  plan  to  go  higher  in  law,  maybe  try  for  the  Supreme 
Court? 

Spencer t      Yes,    I'm  now  trying  for  the  Superior  Court.     I'm  waiting  to 
see  if  I'll  be  appointed.     That  is  something  up  in  the  air 
right  now.     There  are  three  of  us  up  for  it,   and  that's  Just 
something  we'll  Just  have  to  wait  and  look  on. 

Korrist        Do  you  feel  that  Iw  in  this  country  favors  men  over  women? 

Spencen      Oh,  quite  definitely,   yes.     Community  property  Is  an  example 
wherettit  favors  men  over  women.     If  a  woman  should  work  and 
she  puts  the  money  in  a  Joint  account,  well  the  woman  —  that 
money  becomes  community  property,   and  the  man  gets  all  the 
community  property  normally.     Another  example  is  borrowing  on 
credit.     A  nan  can  go  borrow  on  credit  all  he  wants.     But  a 
woman,   she  needs  his  signature.     When  she  wants  to  go  take 
out  a  loan  she  needs  his  signature  to  get  the  loan,   but  as  for 
him,   he  ban   Just  go  take  out  a  loan  himself. 

Another  example  Is  a  woman  who  wants  a  Job.     If  her 
husband  had  applied  for  this  Job  he  could  have  gotten  It,   but 
she  couldn't  get  It  because  she's  thirty-eight  years  old,   and 
this  company  has  this  policy  that  if  a  woman  is  under  thirty- 
eight  she  can't  get  it  because  she  might  get  pregnant.     Anybody 
under  forty  can  get  pregnant.     To  me  this  is  ridiculous,   because 
this  is  a  hlnderanoe  of  her  rights.     It  was  discrimination. 
But  this  is   Just  an  example  of  the  discrimination  that  does  go 
on  in  this  country. 
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[orris:   Do  you  feel  that  things  are  changing  for  women? 

Spenoen  *  Quite  definitely,  and  I  feel  they're  going  to  change  even 

more  In  the  future.  Women  are  becoming  more  aware  of  It,  and 
as  long  as  this  awareness  Is  there,  change  will  come. 

::orrlsi   Judge  Spencer,  can  you  give  me  somepersonal  Information  about 
yourself? 

Spencer «  I  was  bom  In  Los  Angeles,  and  I  was  bom  July  22,  1920,  and 
I'm  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles.  My  parents  were,  and  my  father 
Is  deceased.  Ily  mother's  still  alive.  I  divorced  In  196? . 
I  was  a  Judge  In  Municipal  Court  In  1961.  I  went  to  Los 
Angeles  Polytechnic  High  School.  I  was  the  valedictorian 
of  the  class  of  1938.  Los  Angeles  city  school  class  wlnnert 
'4-9,  louthwestem  School  of  Law,  got  my  Ll.B.,  class  winner, 
'52.  I  was  admitted  to  the  State  Bar  In  '52,  also.  I  was  In 
real  estate  for  quite  a  few  years,  1938  to  194-7 •  I  was  In 
general  practice  from  19$1  to  1961,  and  I  am  now  presently 
a  judge. 

Morris t   Do  you  have  any  affiliations? 

Spencer t  Yes,  I  am  an  officer  and  director  of  the  Mobil  Neighborhood 

Commission  on  Justice,  1961 i  director  of  the  Mobil  Neighborhood 
Economic  Department  Corporation  I960.  This  was  a  legal 
appointment,  California  Law  Revision  Commission,  June  19^31 
Attorney  General  Advisory  Committee  on  Constitution  Rights, 
1959  to  1961.  I  am  a  member  of  the  California  Conference  of 
Judges,  the  Women's  Lawyer  Association,  the  Los  Angeles  Bar 
Association,  the  Lanston  Law  CUb,  the  American  Bar  Association, 
the  American  Judicial  Society,  the  National  Bar  Association. 

My  political  activities  are,  I'm  on  the  Democratic 
State  Central  Committee,  and  I've  been  on  that  from  1958  to 
196!}  Democratic  County  Central  Committee,  executive  board, 


. 


Spenoen   1958  to  1960j  Democratic  Minority  Conference,  president,  1957 
to  1960|  Community  Group  for  Political  Action,  executive 
"board,  I960  to  1962.  Other  things  are  National  Committee 
Against  Discrimination  in  Housing,  1968 1  California  Ilental 
Health  Association,  director  at  larce,  1962  to  19661  Bank 
of  Finance,  advisory  committee,  1963  to  19671  and  NAACP, 
executive  board,  1955  to  1956. 

Morris i    o.ve  you  won  any  awards. 

Specnert   Yes,  the  Trial  Blazer  Award,  1962 1  the  National  Association  of 
Business  and  Professional  Women  i  the  Urban  League  Equal 
Opportunities  Honoree,  1961 i  the  "ost  Distinguished  Alumni 
Award  1966,  Los  Angeles  City  College »  Distinguished  Citizen, 
Field  of  Civil  Rights  certificate,  1962,  Coca-Cola  Company i  the 
Civil  Rights  Service  Award  reciprlcate  I960,  Democratic 
Minority  Conference i  Woman  of  the  Year  Award,  1952,  1957i 
1962,  Los  Angeles  Sentinel i  and  Woman  of  the  Year  Award,  19^6, 

1953 i  Plttsburc  Courier. 

0  on  the  counter] 

Judge  Spencer,  do  you  feel  that  men  show  more  compassion  In 

oases  Involving  women  than  women  Judges  do? 

Spencer »  Generally  no,  I  believe,  however,  that  there  are  certain  types 
of  offenses  that  men  nay  be, and  probably  are,  Inclined  to  be 
more  lenient  with  the  defendant  than  would  a  woman  Judge,  and 
I'm  think  specifically  of  prostitution  cases.  For  some 
reason  It  appears  that  the  average  male  Judge  Is  not  likely  to 
Impose  the  maximum  senfcensesi  although  many  are  imposing 
sentences  of  up  to  ninety  days  in  Jail  for  a  single  offense 
In  prostitution,  but  onely  onei  to  my  knowledge,  is  Imposing 
the  maximum. 

Now,  I  believe  that  women  Judges  tend  to  believe  that 
the  defendant,  the  woman  in  this  case.  is.  of  course,  the 
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Spencer i  victim  In  as  much  as  she  is  the  culprit.  There  is  a  strong 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  women  Judges  to  rehabilitate  or  to 
attempt  to  rehabilitate  any  woman  convicted  of  prostitution, 
because  we  feel  strongly  that  this  is  one  of  the  worst  types 
of  self -degrading  act  that  a  person  can  commit.  And  all  to 
often  on  the  other  side  of  it  is  that  the  woman  rarely  receives 
the  economic  benefits  of  being  In  this  so-called  business. 
Because i  all  too  often  the  money  that  she  earns  ais  taken 
from  hbr  by  a  pimp,  or  she  very  follheartedly  in  her  quest 
for  male  companionship  to  which  she  can  relate,  will  voluntaryll 
give  the  money  to  a  pimp,  or  pimp-types.  Prom  every  point  of 
view  she  receives  nothing  of  Benefit  from  this. 

L orris  i   Have  you  found  that  women  lawyers  before  you  come  In  more 
prepared  or  less  preprared  than  their  male  counterparts? 

Spencer:  There's  no  rule  of  thumb  with  reverence  to  this.  This  varies 
from  lawyer  to  lawyer.  Some  women  are  extremely  well-prepared 
at  all  times.  Others  are  not.  The  same  applies  to  the  male 
lawyer. 

Morris  i   Do  you  feel  that  women  lawyers  should  be  more  prepared  than 
their  nLale  counterpart? 

Spencer  i   If  the  woman  is  interested  in  furthering  the  advancement  of 
women  in  any  particular  field,  be  it  law,  be  it  as  a  lawyer, 
medical  practice  or  anytother  field,  she  has  to  be  mindful  of 
the  fact  that  males  tend  to  claim  to  believe  women  are  less 

competent,  less  qualified,  and  many  of  them,  of  course,  feel 
that  vramen  have  no  business  at  all  In  these  fields.  And  there 
fore,  if  she  is  outstanding,  better  prepared  than  her  male 
counterpart,  performs  more  efficiently  In  any  area,  this  tends 
to  lessen  this  built  in  bias,  and  thereby,  perhaps,  makes  It 
easier  for  her  sister  who  will  come  along  after  her. 
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.: orris i   Why  do  you  think  when  you  compare  female  lawyers  with  ten 

years  of  experience  to  male  lawyers  with  the  same  length  of 
experience,  the  male  lawyer  makes  two  hundred  percent  more  than 
the  female  lawyer? 

Spencer  i  I  think  this  is  by  virtue  of  two  things.  In  our  top  law  firms, 
where  lawyers  earn  on  a  salary  far  more  than  they  do  in  the 
smaller  law  firm,  until  very  recently,  there  were  not  more 
than  a  handful  of  women  lawyers  throughout  the  country  employed 
by  these  law  firms.  This  is  improving,  the  situation  is  getting 
much  better.  But  still,  in  a  law  firm  of  say,  eighty  lawyers, 
there  may  be  only  two  women.  So  we  still  represent  a  very 
small  percentage  of  those  so-employed. 

This  is  alwo  true  of  the  betterpaylng  positions  in  public 
law  firms,  such  as  the  attorney  general's  offices,  the  district 
attorneys  offices,  and  the  public  defender^  offices,  as  well  as 
the  city  attorney's  office.  In  the  top  administrative  positions 
we  do  not  have  any  women  at  any  level  —  I  say  at  any  level,  I 
mean  in  either  of  these  offices.  And  this,  of  course,  means 
that  women  are  going  to  earn  less.  There  is  a  large  body  of 
opinion  that  corporate  clients,  olinets  that  pay  their  attorneys 
substantial  fees  —  I  say  substantial,  I  mean,  truely  large 
fees  on  the  scale  —  are  far  less  Inclined  to  engage  woman 
counsel  than  their  male  counterparts .  There's  still  a  lot  of 
bias  at  this  level.  And,  this  hurts  as,  of  course.  Kost  women 
are  involved  in  either  workteg  for  smaller  firms  at  lesser 
salaries,  or  working  in  the  public  firms  that  I've  mentioned 
at  smaller  salaries. 

In  the  general  practice,  she  rarely  has  an  opportunity  to 
specialize  in  corporate  law  because  these  corporations  are  not 

no    Innlinfid    to    ftncacre    wora«n.    AS    I'vfi  ra«ntion«d.    ar>H 
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Spenoen      if  she     does  a  general  practice  among  people  that  oannot 
afford  to  pay  fat  fees. 

l-.'orrlsi       v/hy  do  you  think  there  is  not  a  woman  on  the  Supreme  Court? 
Do  you  feel  that  women  are  not  qualified  to  "be  there? 

Spencer:      That's  ridiculous.     The  only  reason  there's  not  a  woman  on  the 
Supreme  Court  is  "because   (I  take  it  you're  referring  to  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court?)  — 

"orris i        Yes. 

Spencer »   It's  only  because  our  president  did  not  have  the  inclination 
to  appoint  a  woman.  This  nonsense  about  not  being  abfte 
to  find  a  competent  woman  judge  or  competent  woman  lawyer  who 
is  eligible  to  the  Supreme  Court  is  Just  nonsense. 

liorrlsi   Do  you  feel  that  there  has  been  discrimination  against  women 
in  all  fields? 

Spencer t   I  definitely  do,  I  am  convinced  of  it  —  contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  some  of  my  women  colleagues  on  the  Ilunlclpal  Court  bench,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  only  reason  that  we  have  only  two  women 
on  the  Superior  Court,  which  is  the  next  step  up,  and  which 
Judges  from  this  court  are  traditionally  elevated  out  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  Judges  sitting  on  that  court,  is  because  of  th 
fact  that  there  is,  without  doubt,  rank  discrimination  against 
the  Judges  on  this  bench.  And  that's  the  only  reason,  because 
we  have  any  number  of  women  who  are  highly  qualified.  And, 
in  my  opinion,  far  more  qualified  than  many  of  the  men  who  have 
been  elevated  from  our  ranks. 

i.orrisi   Do  you  think  that  important  political  connections  or  Important 
friends  has  anything  to  do  with  being  advanced  in  this  Judge, 
being  appointed  to  become  a  Judge? 

Spencer:   Yes,  I  do,  with  reference  to  not  political  connections,  as 
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Spencer:   such,  but  with  reference  to  having  Influential  friends,  If  you'r 
thinking  In  terms  of  friends  who  have  rapport  with  the  governor 
who  makes  the  appointments,  and  whose  opinion  Is  respected  by 
the  governor,  by  virtue  of  our  system,  for  a  person  to  be 
Influential  with  a  governor  of  any  state,  that  person  Is  one  of 
subtantial  Influence.  Because  there  are  so  many  lawyers  who 
aopire  to  appointments  on  the  bench,  and  from  this  great  mass 
of  talent  the  governor  has  to  make  relatively  few  selections,  th 
competition  Is  such  that  naturally,  he  doesn't  know  everyone,  and 
he  has  to  rely  upon  opinions  of  people  whom  he  respectst  and  the 
these  are  either  former  colleagues  of  his  and  may  well  be 
persons  In  political  office.  Traditionally  they're  not  in 
California.  In  other  stages,  political  Influence  is  very 
valuable.   Ifm  Inclined  to  think  it  might  well  be  a  detriment 
In  California. 

Ttorrisi   *Tow  do  you  think  the  roles  can  be  broken,  the  old  role-playing 
that  a  woman  should  be  this  and  a  man  should  be  that?  Do  you 
think  television  or  books  —  education? 

Spencer:   I  think  so.  I  was  delighted  to  note  an  article  In  the  newspaper 
reoantly,  that  Yale  is  offering  courses  on  the  woman's  role  In 
American  society,  and  I  equate  this  with  the  black  strudies 
program,  and  it's  affect  on  many  of  the  campuses  throughout  the 
country,  that  until  these  courses  were  offered,  black  studeis, 
the  average  white  student  had  no  concept  —  and,  Indldentally, 
many  black  students  had  no  knowledge  of  the  tremendous 
contributions  that  the  black  man  and  woman  has  made  to  American 
society  at  so  many  levels.  This  Is  true  relative  to  women. 
We  need  to  have  courses,  we  need  to  have  books  written  defining 
the  role  of  women  and  her  contributions  to  our  development  and 
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Spencer:       Obviously,  with  reference  to  television  and  othermedla» 
to  portray  women  always  as  the  lightheaded  female  who  can't 
make  up  her  mind,  and  who  is  not  effective,  and  always,  say, 
—  I  think  terms  of  the  Bold  Ones  —  a  Sunday  television  show 
that  shows  doctors  and  lawyers  alternately.  You  only  rarely 
see  a  woman  prrtrayed  as  a  Judge  In  the  lawyer  segment,  or  a 
woman  as  a  doctor.  This  typecasting  has  to  "be  changed  to 
reflect  our  society  as  It  is  becoming,  which  is  more  integrated 
as  far  as  the  sexes  are  concerned. 

"orris «   Why  do  you  think  that  according  to  the  19&9  survey  of 

Americans  who  earned  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  only  two 
percent  were  woman? 

Spencer t  Discrimination,  that  tells  it.  That  is  the  whole  answer  to 
those  who  will  say  there  is  no  discrimination.  Many  women 
are  brainwashed  as  a  result  of  their  childhood  to  believe  that 
the  only  road  for  which  they  should  prepare  is  that  of  the 
homemaker  and  mother,  and  they  do  not  aspire  to  obtain  the 
necessary  educational  background  and  experience  In  order  to 
qualify  for  positions  of  responsibility  and  influence.  The 
Average  high  school  graduate  is,  of  course,  not  trained  or 
qualified  to  do  anything  except  the  most  ordinary  type  Jobs 
sucjt-as  secretary,  and  unless  she  has  additional  training  by 
way  of  a  good  secretarial  school,  is  really  not  a  competent 
secretary.  So  this  is  the  major  handicap  that  our  young 
women  are  not  pushed  ahead  as  are  the  boys  in  the  couftAry. 

Korrisi   Do  you  feel  that  role  playing  is  played  as  much  In  the  black 
community  as  much  as  In  the  white  community? 

Spencer »  To  a  substantially  lesser  degree,  and  this  is,  of  course,  by 
way  of  the  history  of  black  development. in  the  country.  The  fact 
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Spencer i  that  black  men  were  discriminated  against  —  were  and  aref 
"but  certainly  today  to  a  lesser  degree  than  before,  but  for 
so  many  centuries  black  men  were  systematically  excluded  from 
the  better  paying  silary  Jobs,  and  It  was  necessary  for  the 
woman  to  work  to  help  make  ends  meet. 

::orrls:   VJhat  Is  your  reaction  to  being  the  first  black  woman  to  be 
assigned  as  a  Judge  In  Los  Angeles? 

The  only  significance  that  I  attach  to  that  Is  that  hopefully 
the  mere  appointment  and  my  Identify  might  Inspire  other 
minority  women,  and  for  that  matter,  all  women,  to  seek  higher 
office,  to  seek  ikaJui  to  expand  their  horizons,  and  to  obtain 
the  skills  necessary  to  gain  employment  at  something  beyond 
the  traldlt.lonal  Jobs  of  nursing,  teaching  school,  and  the 
other  side  of  that  coin  Is  I  believe  that  every  time  a  black 
person  —  and  a  woman,  both  —  are  appointed,  the  mere 
presence  helps  the  image  picture.   'olps  the  Image,  rather, 
problem.  In  that  persons  coming  Into  court,  particularly 
those  persons  who  may  subconsciously  be  racists,  and  many  who 
are  conscious  racists,  may  have  their  thinking  somewhat  altered 
by  reason  of  coming  in  contact,  perhaps  for  the  first  time  In 
their  life,  with  either  a  yurxa x.  woman  or  a  black  person  in 


authority.  And,  if  that  person  handles  himself  well  and 
effectively,  efficiently,  I  believe  even  though  it's  a  trickle 
In  the  bucket,  so  to  speak,  to  that  degree,  it  does  help. 

Horrlst   I  understand  In  the  past  years  you  have  won  quite  a  few 
awards.  Can  you  name  some  of  them  now,  please* 

Spencer i   I  have  them  listed  in  the  biographical  sketch  which  I  Just 
handed  to  you. 

liorrisi   Can  you  name  any  Instances  of  discrimination  for  —  either 


» 


orris i   because  you're  a  woman  or  because  you're  black? 
Speiicen   I  have  had  one  experience  with  reference  to  being  discriminated 

against  at  a  public  eating  place,  which  was  a  waffle  shop  at  that 
time  back  In  1938,  which  is  In  the  vicinfctlty  of  University  of 
Southern  California.  At  that  time  that  particular  neighborhood 
was  predonlnontly  white,  and  that  shop,  as  did  many  other 

restuaants  of  that  type,  did  discriminate  against  blacks.  I 
have  also  had  occasion  to  be  dining  in  another  place  In  19^2 
where  the  management  did  not  discriminate,  but  one  of  the 
customers  was  very  irate  because  I  was  there,  and  I  was  being 
served.  As  far  as  discrimination  against  me  because  of  sex,  I 
was  not  aware  that  this  was  a  problem  until  after  I  had  been 
practicing  for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  seeking  elevation  to 
my  present  position.  And  then  I  learned  that  many  of  my  male 
colleagues,  lawyers,  were  oppossed  to  my  appointment  on  the 
sole  ground  that  I  was  a  woman.  And  I  became  interested  in  the 
problem  as  a  result  of  this  awareness,  and  have,  of  course, 
seen  the  same  type  of  male  thinking  prevail  on  the  part  of 
governors  who  have  failed  to  elevate  women  from  this  bench,  for 
example,  to  the  Superior  Court  or  any  of  our  higher  courts. 

And  you  were  talking  about  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  —  don't  have  any  ?7omen  —  I  retract  that,  we 
have  only  one  woman  on  the  Circuit  Court,  which  is  the  one 
level  below  the  Supreme  Court.  We  have  very  few  women,  less 
than  five,  on  our  Federal  District  Court,  which  Is  our  trial 
court  at  the  federal  level.  And  In  the  state  of  California  we 
do  not  have  any  women  on  the  Supreme  Court,  and  we  have  never 
had.  We  have  only  one  woman  on  our  Court  of  Appeals,  which  Is 
one  step  below  our  Supreme  Court,  and  to  my  knowledge,  we  have 


Spencer i     never  had  more  than  tiro  sittlnc  at  any  one  time.     And  on  our 
Superior  Court,   as  I've  stated,   there  are  150  plus  Judges 
and  only  two  of  these  are  women,   one  of  whom  got  thefct 
"by  election  rather  than  by  appointment .     So,   that's  a  pretty 
sorry  record.     You  think  In  terms  of  the  large  number  of  very 
competent  women  lawyers  on  this  bench,   and  the  answer  has  to 
lie  In  rank  discrimination  based  on  sex. 

,-orrlss        Thank  you,   Judge  Spencer,   for  this  Interview.     Thank  you  very 
much. 

Spencer:      You're  so  very  welcome . 


END  OF  Ii:i 


INDEX:   Women  in  Politics 
Interview  withX 


Attitudes: 

men  towards  women,  /c/ 
women  towards  women, 
women  towards  men, 
general  towards  women, 


Independence, 
Information,  sources  of, 
Initiative, 
Issues, 


B 

Background,  personal, 


Campaigning,  (0 
Chisolm,  Shirley, 
Colleagues,  relation  with,  ^1 
Constituents,  reaction  to, 
Criticism,  reaction  to, 


Decision  to  be  a  candidate, 

Decision  to  take  appointed  position,  | 

Decision  making  process, 

i>  /5  c  r  "^  \  «^^_-Vi  c  A  i  ^~*j  7  1  °i  i  id/  1  7 


Effectiveness,  j£> 
Evaluating  the  experience, 


Family,       f 


Higher  office,  plans  for, 


K 


SCHOOL;  '- 

pA^CTT I  C^L  ,,  3 

riVo  ^)i\)q 
U 

Hen: 
reaction  to   criticism, 


N 


News  media, 


Offices  held: 
Appointed, } 
Elective, 


Responsiveness, 
Race> 


V 
. 


* 


INDEX:       Women  in  Politics 

/ 
Interview  with        l       ft.^ 

U 


•  • 
S 


T 
Terms   in  office,  | 


Social  life,  #-  7,  ' 
Staff,  relations  with, 

r  «•  i.  -v       «?"•£'    v^>  /  V  S     1  8  -  )      --3  O 


,T 

'Vomen's  Lib","7/ 
Workload, 

Women's   point   of   view, 
Women   i-a   politic,  jo«9^-«3 ;  JJ.  ;  3  " V, 


WOMEN  IN  POLITICS 

Interview  With 

Mrs.  Ruth  Wakefield 

Council woman,  South  Gate,  California 

By  Catherine  Annand 
March  24,  1972 


' 


if? 

•  irr 


TBM 


3W  WITH  MRS.  HUTE  WAKSFISLD 

Annandi  This  interview  concerns  Mrs.   Ruth  Wakefield,   Counoilwoman  of 

South  Gate.     She  is  currently  serving  her  second  term  in 
office.     The  interilrew  took  place  Thursday,  March  24,  at 
1 i 00  in  the  mayor's  office  In  city  hall.     Her  husband  is 
Floyd  Wakefield,  Assemblyman  in  Sacramento.     Mrs.  Wakefield  is 
currently  in  the  process  of  writing  a  book  toil  1  afl   "Inside  the 
Capitol."     There  is  occasionaly  disturbance  with  airplane 
noise  and  background  noises.     Generally  the  tape  Is  clear. 

Annandi  Mrs.  Wakefield,  would  you  please  describe  the  public  office 

you  now  hold? 

Wakefield  i     The  office  I  hold  now,   is  I  am  a  member  of  the  city  council. 
I'm  a  oouncilwoman.     They  don't  call  me  a  councilman,  and 
I'm  in  the  second  term  of  this  position. 

Annandi  How  muc  longer  is  your  present  term? 

Wakefield i     Two  more  years. 

Annandi  Could  you  describe  the  offices  you  have  held  in  the  past? 

Wakefield i     This  is  the  first  public  office  I've  ever  held. 

Annandi  Was  the  board  districted,   or  did  you  run  at  large? 

Wakefield »      I  ran  at  large. 

Annandi  What  kind  of  competition  did  you  have? 

Wakefield i      The  year  that  I  ran  was  1966,  and  the  man  I  was  trying  to 
unseat  was  a  sixteen  year  incumbent.     And  the  man  who  was 
running  with  him  had  been  th  the  council,   I  think,   twenty- four 
years.     So,   I  picked  the  candidate  that  I  wanted  to  run  against, 
and  I  went  for  the  seat  of  the  incumbent  that  had  been  on  the 
council  sixteen  years. 
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Is  it  an  at  large  position? 
Yes. 

How  many  other  people  were  running? 

I  believe  —  I  can't  remember  exactly  —  but  I  believe 
possibly  six  people  were  running. 

Were  there  any  other  women  running  for  your  position? 
No.  Women  had  been  candidates  before  for  the  city  council 
race,  but  a  woman  had  never  won  before  in  the  city  of  South 
Gate.  I  was  the  first  woman  elected  to  the  city  council. 
Do  you  have  to  run  for  X  number  of  votes  throughout  the 
community  —  where  did  you  receive  most  of  your  votes  from? 
It  was  more  or  less  all  over.  It  came  from  areas  that  I  really 
didn't  expect.  In  my  own  precinct  I  ran  heavy.  I  can't  really 
pinpoint  it,  but  it  was  more  or  less  at  large,  really. 
Do  you  know  where  you  received  your  fewest  number  of  votes? 
I  would  say  west  of  Long  Beach  Boulevard  to  Alameda. 
Why  would  it  be  that  area? 

I  think  that  possibly  because  some  of  thatpeople  in  that  area 
do  not  get  out  and  vote  as  much.  They're  probably  not  as 
concerned  about  the  city  as  some  other  areas,  although  I  did 
work  the  area. 

I-lrs.  Wakefleld,  how  did  you  raise  your  money  for  the  campaign? 
Well,  I  had  some  friends  w»  wanted  me  to  run,  so  the  first 
thing  we  'did  was  put  on  a  dinner  and  I  was  the  speaker.  I  had 
never  really  done  any  public  speaking  before,  so  it  was  a 
little  difficult  for  me,  but  we  had  a  large  turn  out,  and  that 
was  where  the  majority  of  my  money  came  from. 
Did  you  have  to  put  a  lot  of  your  own  money  into  the  campaign? 
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Wakefieldi  No. 

Annandi     Do  you  feel  that  a  woman  has  more  difficulty  In  raising 
money  than  a  man? 

Wakefleldi  Ho,  I  really  don't  think  that  sex  has  anything  to  do  with  It. 
I  feel  that  if  the  public  feels  that  the  candidate  is 
qualified,  whether  they  be  male  or  female,  they're  going  to 
get  the  contributions,  and  I  don't  think  that  that  has  anything 
to  do  with  it. 

Annandi     How  did  you  meet  your  cont^kueoy? 

Wakefleldi  Well,  I  walked  precincts.  I  went  door  to  door.  I  had  campaign 
matJLerlal  which  I  had  written  myself,  drafted  myself.  I 
have  two  grandklds  that  were  old  enough  to  walk  the  streets 
with  me,  so  we  walked  the  streets  and  put  them  in  the  doors. 
I  met  these  people  personally.  I  had  been  in  business  in 
South  Gate  for  nineteen  years,  so  I  knew  quite  a  few  of  the 
people,  and  I  think  that  they  knew  the  name,  so  it  was  a  little 
easier  for  me,  for  as  I  walked  the  precincts,  walked  the 
streets,  people  knew  who  I  was. 

Annandi     What  was  your  profession? 

Wakefieldi  We  had  a  sporting-good?  story  In  the  city  of  South  Gate  for 
nineteen  years,  and  I  worked  with  my  husband  in  the  store. 

Annandi     Did  you  have  ohter  people  speaking  for  you? 

Wakefieldi  No. 

Annandi     Did  your  husband  speak  for  you  at  all? 

Wakefieldi  No. 

Annandi     How  did  you  select  your  assistants? 

Wakefieldi   You  mean  for  the  campaign? 

Annandi     Yes. 

Wakefleldi  Well  they  more  or  less  selected  me.  You  see,  the  way  that  I 
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Wakefieldi  actually  ran  for  office  was  an  accident.  They  came  to  my 
husband  and  asked  him  to  run  for  city  council.  And  he  had 
already  committed  himself  as  a  candidate  to  run  for  the 
assembly.  So,  he  said,  that  he  couldn't  do  It.  But  thenf  the 
same  group  came  back  and  asked  him  If  he  would  object  If  they 
asked  me.  He  said,  "No,"  but  It  would  have  to  be  up  to  me* 
So,  I  did. 

Ky  husband  and  I  work  very  much  together,  and  our  views 
are  quite  a  bit  alike,  and  I  think  they  knew  that  our  views 
would  be  similar,  and  that's  why  they  chote  me. 

Annandi     How  did  you  select  Issues  on  which  to  focus  your  campaign? 

Wakefleldt   I  had  been  very  active  In  the  city  of  South  Gate  as  far  as 

what  was  going  on.  I  had  read  the  papers,  attended  city  council 
meetings.  I  knew  the  problems  of  South  Gate,  and  I  picked  the 
Issues  that  I  thought  the  people  would  be  concerned  about,  and 
this  Is  what  I  based  my  campaign  on. 

Annandi     What  Isses? 

akefleldt  We  have  an  ordinance  in  South  Gate  which  gives  the  city 
administrator  what  I  consider  dictatorial  power,  the 
city  manager.  And  the  ordinance  that  is  drafted  was  drafted 
by  the  previous  administration,  which  gives  him  full  authority 
to  deal  strictly  with  the  employees  on  many  administrative 
matters  without  consulting  with  the  city  council.  I  used  that 
as  an  issue.  I  fwlt  that  the  city  council  should  be  more 
concerned  personally  with  these  issues  Instead  of  delegating 
the  power  to  the  city  manager.  I  felt  that  the  speeding 
in  the  city  of  South  Gate  far  exceeded  what  it  should,  especially 
so  far  as  —  so  many  politicians  today  take  so  many  trips, 
you  know,  they  go  to  league  meetings,  they  go  to  conventions 
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In  Hawaii  i  I  understand  they've  planned  one  in  Europe,  in 

New  York  —  everytirae  they  have  a  big  meeting  or  conference 

of  mayors,  all  five  counoilmen  oan  go.  Besides  that  the 

city  manager  and  all  of  the  department  heads,  as  long  as 

it's  in  the  budget.   I  felt  that  this  was  not  necessary,  and 

I  used  the  ledger,  and  went  down  and  broke  down  how  much 

each  councilman  had  spent.  But  in  being  elected,  I  found  that 

many  of  those  costs  are  hidden.  And  I  think  my  expenses 

will  run  this  year  —  or  this  past  year  —  between  six  and 

seven  hundred  dollars,  where  the  candidate  I  ran  against  was 

about  five  or  six  times  more  than  that.  So,  I  think  that 

the  cost  of  the  candidate  themselves,  or  the  eloted  officials 

themselves,  oan  start  with  themselves  in  cutting  government 

expense.  I  think  that  government  at  any  level  is  far  too 

high. 

Did  you  notice  this  because  you  are  a  woman? 

Well,  my  husband  noticed  it  also,  and  I  think  it  was  because 

I  was  Interested.     I  think  that  person  who's  interested, 

whether  you're  a  male  or  female  — 

Was  there  a  slate? 

Ho,   I  didn't  run  with  anyone  else.     I  ran  Independently. 

I  see,   independently.     Did  politics  play  any  role  at  all? 

Conservative,   liberal? 

No.     South  Gate  is  two  to  one  Democratic  registration,  and  I'm 

a  Republican,   so  I  don't  think  it  has  anything  to  do  with  It. 

I  think  the  area  itself  is  conservative.     As  you  get  Into  the 

Interview,    I  think  you'll  find  my  views  in  politics  —  I 

frankly  don't  feel  there's  too  much  difference  between  the 

political  parties. 
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Is  their  any  hostility  between  any  of  the  candidates? 
Yes,  they  resented  me  running. 
Why. 

I  think,  frankly  I  think  the  council  was  deeply  entrenched. 
There  was  a  clique  as  far  as  the  elected  officials,  and  they 
resented  anyone  stepping  In  to  break  up  the  clique.  Me 
being  a  woman,  I  think,  had  something  to  do  with  It.  I  think 
they  resented  me  deeply  for  It. 

Could  you  elaborate  on  this  clique?  Ifm  not  quite  sure  what 
you  mean. 

I  think  you  will  find  In  city  government  —  and  not  only 
city  government,  but  state  government  (since  I  am  familiar 
with  state  government  as  well)  —  you  will  find  that  more 
or  less,  elected  officials  feel  that  they  are  like  a  sorority. 
They  don't  want  anyone  coming  In  outside  the  sorority  telling 
them  what  to  do  or  to  break  their  chain  of  thought,  or  the 
way  that  things  have  been  run  In  the  past.  And  I  Just  think 
they  resented  It,  although  I  think  that  that  has  changed. 
Is  there  a  difference  between  the  way  women  campaign  and  the 
way  men  campaign? 
Yes. 

Can  you  describe  that? 

I  think  a  woman  campaigning ,  If  she  Is  sincere  In  running  for 
office  and  holding  office,  will  get  out  and  tell  the  facts. 
I  think  that  men,  generally  speaking,  only  skim  the  subject, 
and  they  will  say  what  they  think  the  public  wants  to  hear. 
And  I  think  if  you  take  the  Issues  to  the  people,  and  tell 
them  what  the  issues  are,  the  people  are  concerned.  And  I 
really  and  truely  feel  that  South  Gate  is  a  very  well-informed 
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Wakefield:      city.     I  think  In  the  past  few  years  It's  become  more  and 
more  informed. 

Annandi  What  has  made  It  more  and  more  Informed? 

Wakefieldj      My  speaking  out. 

Annandi  You  feel  you  personally  — 

Wakefleldi      Yes,    I  do.     Of  course,  my  husband  Is  a  very  outspoken 

politician  too,   I'm  sure  you  know  this.     We  make  It  a  point  to 
bring  the  issues  out  so  that  the  people  will  know  what's  going 
on,  even  if  it  hurts  our  own  political  party.     We  feel  the 
people  have  a  right  to  know  what's  going  on  In  local  government 
and  state  government. 

Annandi  Would  you  appoint  women  to  boards  and  commissions  such  as  the 

police  commission,    zoning,   commission? 

Wakefieldi      Yes,    I  would,   If  I  felt  that  they  werequalifled,  although 
the  only  women  I  have  appointed  have  been  to  the  library 

commission.     I  think  I  appointed  a  man  to  the  parks  and 

p  \Ck.fd 
recyereatlori  commission.      I  -fcMnk  the  vice  prlnclppl  of  a 

school  —  he  holds  the  position  of  vice  principal  in  the 
Watts  area,   he  has  worked  with  hhildren,  and  I  felt  that  he 

r*r 

was  best  qualified  to  serve  on  that  commission.  Cti  the 
planning  commission  I  chose  a  man  that  is  —  oh,  he's  a 
chemist,  and  he  works  In  this  background,  and  I  felt  that  he 
would  bring  something  to  the  planning  commission  that  they  hadn'r 
had  before,  and  he's  been  very  effective- 

I  think  that  the  men  that  I  have  appointed  to  offflce  — 
I  look  at  their  background  to  try  and  find  what  they  can 
contribute  to  the  particular  commission,  and  this  is  the  way 
I  choose  them. 
Annandi     Why  is  it  that  women  tend  to  be  appointed  to  positions  such 
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as  a  librarian  commission,  usually  parks  and  recreation, 
beautiful  parks,  this  kind  of  thing,  why  is  it  that  women 
have  to  assume  this  role? 

I  think  that  —  now,  the  one  that  I  wanted  to  appoint  to  the 
planning  commission  was  a  woman,  but  she  wouldn't  take  it. 
And,  at  that  particular  time,  I  didn't  have  anyone  else  in 
rilnd. 

What  was  your  background  that  you  felt  qualified  you  for  your 
position? 

I  think  working  in  business  qualified  me  as  far  as 
economics  and  knowing  the  budget,  and  this  type  of  thing. 
And  this  is  your  business  as  operating  a  sporting  goods  store? 
Yes. 

Is  it  a  big  store,  department  store? 

It  was*  see  we  closed  it  since  my  husband's  been  elected. 
It  was  a  large  sporting  goods  store. 

Did  your  parents  influence  you  at  all  as  a  child?  .  • »  • 
The  only  way  my  parents  influenced  me  as  a  child  was  in  my 
moral  background,  trying  to  do  what  was  right  and  was  honest, 
and  I  think  that  had  a  great  influence  in  my  life. 
In  what  way  did  your  education  help  you? 
I  think  my  education  helped  me  in  many  ways. 
Mrs.  Wakefield,  will  you  please  tell  me  about  your  education? 
Yes,  I'm  a  high  school  graduate.  After  the  war,  of  course,  we 

were  quite  poor,  and  I  had  to  go  to  work  immediately  as  soon 

s  * 

as  I  got  out  of  school,  and  at  that  time  there  was  quite  A 

bit  of  unemployement  and  and  my  two  brothers  older  than 
myself  weren't  working,   so  I  had  to  go  to  work.     I  wanted  to 
go  to  school.     Lly  mother  was  a  school  teacher,  but  at  that 
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Wakefield»  time  she  was  having  to  raise  six  kids,  so  there  was  no  money 
for  higher  education,  so  I  went  to  work,  and  I  worked  at  the 
telephone  company  for  five  years.  I  have  been  a  teller  In  a 
bank.  I  was  a  Junior  supervisor  during  the  war  In  a  Firestone 
plant.  I've  worked  with  people,  and  during  all  this  time  I  have 
studied.  I  read  quite  a  bit.  I  don't  read  novels.  I  used  to 
road  novels  all  the  time,  but  since  I'm  In  politics  I  read 
mostly  political  materials. 

Annandt     Were  you  a  member  of  any  Important  civic  groups,  such  as  the 

6         League  of  Women  Voters? 

Wakefleldi  Ho. 

Annandi     Any  volunteer  groups? 

Wakefieldt   The  only  thing  that  I  was  actually  a  member  of,  I  belonged  to 
the  Republican  Women's  Club,  which  I  really  wasn't  that  active 
In.  I'm  not  much  of  a  social  butterfly. 

Annandi     Did  you  belong  to  any  professional  groups? 

Wakefleldi  No. 

Annandi     Were  you  right  In  your  analysis  of  the  qualifications  needed 
for  your  Job? 

Wakefleldt  Yes,  I  think  I  was. 

Annandi     What  did  you  feel  the  qualifications  were  when  you  ran? 

Wakefieldi  The  qualifications  for  a  candidate  for  city  council? 

Annandi     Yes. 

Wakefieldi   I  felt  that  one  of  the  first  things  that  a  candidate  should  have 
is  character,  and  I  thought  that  they  should  be  honest  and 
sincere,  and  X  think  these  are  the  major  qualifications  for 
any  candidate,  and  to  tell  the  truth  to  the  public. 

Annandi     In  your  experience,  do  you  find  that  women  are  considered 
qualified  for  this  position  by  the  public  at  large? 


. 
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Wakefleldi  I  think  the  public  In  South  Gate  considered  me  qualified. 

Armandi     Have  your  friends  reacted  any  differently  since  you  are  In  the 
public  eye  now? 

Wakefieldi  No. 

Annandi     Why  do  you  think  It's  a  general  statement  that  men  are  Just 

assumed  to  be  more  qualified  than  women  to  hold  public  office? 
Why  do  you  think  we  have  this? 

Wakefieldi   I  think  because  women  have  not  take  the  Initiative  and 

stepped  out  to  prove  that  they  are  as  qualified.  I  think  this 
Is  the  only  reason. 

Annandi     At  the  beginning  of  your  term,  how  were  you  received  by  your 
fellow  board  members? 

Wakefleldt  Very  cool. 

Annandi     Has  this  changed  at  all? 

Wakefleldi  Very  much  so. 

Annandi     Could  you  explain  how? 

Wakefleldi   I  think  when  they  realized  that  I  was  sincere,  when  they 

realized  that  I  knew  the  background  of  the  issues,  I  think  it 
changed  their  opinion  immediately.  But  it  took,  actually, 
approximately,  six  months  to  change.  But  I  think  that  once 
they  realized  It,  once  they  realized  that  the  public  wanted  me 
in  office  —  you  see,  the  first  time  I  ran  I  oame  In  third, 
and  they  didn't  expect  me  to  win,  and  it  was  quite  a  shook. 
The  second  time  I  ran,  I  came  In  the  top  vote.  So  I  think 
this  had  a  great  Influence  with  the  ooun oilmen,  themselves, 
because  they  realized  that  the  public  had  put  me  here  by  their 
vote.  They  had  to  accept  me,  and  they  have  been  very  gracious 
in  accpptlng  me. 


1 
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Annandt     Do  you  have  a  staff  working  under  you? 

Wakefieldi  Ko  —  uellf  our  staff  Is,  we  have  one  secretary  who  does  the 

work  —  any  correspondence  for  all  the  city  councilmen.  We  have 
a  city  administrator,  we  have  a  legal  secretary,  and  these  are 
the  main  people  I  work  with,  and  I  work  very  closely  with  the 
city  clerk  In  the  background  of  the  agenda  that  cones  out. 

Annandi     How  were  you  received  by  your  staff? 

Wakefleldi   I  think  the  staff  received  me  very  well. 

Annandt     Were  they  cool  at  first? 

Wakefieldi   o.  Well,  the  city  administrator  who  was  here  at  the  time 
I  was  elected,  resigned  shortly  after  I  was  elected,  and  I 
think  he  thought  because  I  attacked  the  ordinance  which  gave 
him  so  much  authority,  that  I  was  going  to  insist  that  he  be 
dismissed,  although  that  was  not  the  case,  all  I  wanted  to  do 
was  work  with  him.  But,  he  left  shortly  thereafter.  The 
present  city  administrator  is  a  wonderful  person,  wonderful 
to  work  with  and  very  cooperative,  and  this  is  all  I  ask  of 
any  staff  member. 

Annandt     Have  you  ever  felt  resented  because  you  are  a  woman? 

Wakefieldi  Well,  yes,  when  I  was  first  elected  I  felt  ~  my  first  three 
monthssl  was  very  miserable,  but  I  felt  I  was  going  to  do  the 
Job  I  set  out  to  do  and  I've  done  it. 

Annandt     Why  were  you  miserable? 

Wakefleldt   Because  they  made  a  point  of  making  me  miserable. 

Annandi     now  was  this  done? 

Wakefieldt  Well,  I  was  humiliated  publically  on  the  city  council  meeting. 
In  a  personnel  session  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  councilmen  that 
he  was  going  to  flatten  me  on  the  floor  because  I  made  a 
statement  that  he  didn't  like.  I  told  him  If  he  thought  he 
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was  "big  en  ought  not  to  let  my  being  a  woman  stop  him,  and 

we  started  walking  towards  each  other,  and  he  backed  down. 

Ily  goodness!   Has  the  feeling  changed  at  all  since  when  you  came 

Into  the  position? 

Yes,  very  much  so. 

They  have  accepted  you. 

Yes,  the  council  has  changed  to$  We  only  have  two  of  the  old 

members  on  the  council.  We  now  have  three  new  members.  One  of 

the  gentlemen  who  was  elected  the  year  I  was  elected  the  first 

term  was  not  re-elected.  And  since  that  time  I  went  out  and 

supported  another  candidate,  and  he  was  elected,  and  then  we 

have  a  new  member  on,  so  we  have  three  new  members. 

Do  you  feel  that  there  Is  a  difference  between  the  amount  of 

work  done  by  men  and  women  on  the  council? 

Yes,  I  do,  but  I  believe  that  the  present  council  would  resent 

my  saying  this.  I  do  my  research,  and  I  never  speak  out  on  an 

issue  unless  I  have  my  background  Information  with  me.  You 

can  see  by  my  purse  here  —  and  I  carry  a  large  purse  ~  I 

usually  carry  Information  in  my  purse  on  issues  that  I  feel 

might  come  up,  so  if  it  does  come  up  I  am  prepared.  So  I 

carry  a  lot  of  information  with  me  constantly. 

Is  the  time  put  in  a  matter  of  committment  or  something  else? 

The  time  put  in  on  the  city  council  is  strictly  voluntary. 

You  are  required  to  attend  two  meetings  a  month,  and  they  last 

from,  oh,  I  would  say,  an  hour  and  a  half  and  four  Hours.  We 

have  gone  as  long  as  four- hour  meetings.  Kaybe  longer. 

You  receive  your  agenda  on  Friday  before  Monday.  Now,  if  you 

actually  don't  want  to  do  any  work,  you  don't  have  to  have  your 

phone  listed,  you  don't  have  to  go  to  any  meetings,  you  don't 

have  to  raad  any  background  material,  but  I  put  in  a  lot  of 
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time  reading  the  background  material,  and  I'm  up  here  at  city 
hall  maybe  two  or  three  times  a  week.  I  meet  with  the 
city  administrator  «**  the  city  clerk  to  find  out  the  correspond 
enoe  that  comes  In.  I  picked  up  my  folder  Just  now,  and  then 
I  go  through  that  to  see  if  there  are  any  personal  complaints. 
When  I'm  home  I  get  calls  constantly,  day  and  night,  and  if 
I  get  a  complaint  at  night  I  go  out.  If  I  get  a  complaint  In 
tho  morning  (I  have  a  complaint  today  that  I  have  to  check  with 
the  city  administrator,  and  I'm  going  to  see  him  after  I  see 
you)  —  so,  I  follow  though  on  my  complaints  and  on  my  calls, 
and  going  to  the  areas  that  I'm  asked  to  check*  I  think  that 
the  other  counoilmen  do  this  too,  but  I  do  a  lot  of  In-depth 
research  on  my  projects. 

Are  demands  on  you  greater  than  the  demands  on  the  men? 
Yes. 

Would  you  tell  me  how? 

I  think  one  of  the  reasons  that  the  demands  are  greater  on  me 
is  because  my  husband  is  in  public  office.  He's  an 
assemblyman  of  this  particular  district.  They  know  that  I 
am  close  to  him,  and  that  the  issues  that  affect  South  Gate 
also  affect  him,  and  that  my  husband  is  concerned,  so,  there 
fore,  I  get  quite  a  few  of  the  complaints  that  come  Into  the 
home  rather  than  going  directly  Into  his  office.  Many  times 
I'm  asked  to  fill  In  for  a  speech  for  him,  so  I  have  to  do  that. 
Ilany  times  I  have  to  do  research  for  him  as  well  as  myself. 
Yes,  I  think  my  demands  are  heavier. 

How  much  time  do  you  put  In  on  your  position  per  week? 
I  would  say  that  I  spend  both  in  my  phsltlon  as  councilman 
and  in  my  research  I  spend  on  the  average  of  *K)  hours  JP*T  week. 


, 
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Annandi     How  do  you  decide  what  to  do  and  what  not  to  do  if  there  Is 

a  choice? 

Wakefleldi  I  do  what  I  think  is  right. 

Annandt     What  you  think  is  necessary. 

Wakefield:   Yes. 

Annandi     How  did  you  choose  if  there  are  two  important  Issues,  and  they're 
botji  Important  Issues,  how  do  you  choose  which  one  to  tackle? 
first? 

Wakefield:   'Jell,  the  need.  I  don't  know  what  you  mean  specifically  as 

important  issues.  Do  you  mean  something  that  would  come  up  on 
the  agenda?  As  far  as  the  way  I  would  handle  it? 

Annandi     Yes. 

Wakefield!  I  would  think  that  the  one  that  was  in  demand  the  most  I  would 
pursue.  I  probably  didn't  clarify  that  for  you,  but  —  a 
lot  of  times  you  can  tell  the  urgency  of  a  matter  by  the 
amount  of  people  who  attend  a  council  meeting.  If  they  are 
really  concerned  enough  to  come  out  to  a  council  meeting,  thcre- 
•SEHre- 1  think  we  should  put  forth  the  effort  to  help  them,  and 
maybe  put  that  first.  Is  that  wfant  you  had  reference  to? 

Annandi     Yes.  Do  you  side  with  other  members  of  the  board? 

Wakefieldi  No,  I  only  vote  my  conscience.  I  vote  for-what  I  feel  is  right. 

Annandi     Do  you  communicate  tttween  board  meetings? 

Wakefloldi  With  other  council  members? 

Annan d i     Yes . 

Wakefield:   Yes,  if  I  get  a  letter  In  the  mail,  or  something,  or  a  complaint 

then  I  call  another  council  member  to  ask  if  they  received 
something  on  this. 

Annandi     Cn  a  typical  day,  what  kind  of  decisions  do  you  make? 

Wakefleldi  Well,  today,  I  have  had  nothing  but  complaints. 


• 
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Annandi     What  are  these  complaints? 

Wakefieldt  The  county  Is  setting  ready  to  put  In  a  probation  office  In 

South  Gate.  The  matter  did  not  come  "before  the  city  council* 
My  concern  now  is,  do  we  have  enough  parking  space  for  this 
particular  project,  why  didn't  It  come  before  the  city  council, 
trhy  wasn't  I  consulted  on  It?  I've  had  several  complains  on  thl 
today,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  a  matter  that  should  have  been 

discussed  by  the  city  council.  So,  this  is  one  of  the  things 

pur*u<L 
;hat  :  am  going  to  pmisue  today.  We  have  hid  ~  another  issue 

is,  we  have  had  considerable  drug  problems  In  South  Gate,  as 
other  cities  have  had.  I  have  gone  and  talked  with  the 
police  chief  to  find  out  what  could  be  done.  I've  talked  to  the 
city  administrator,  I've  made  speeches,  public  speeches.  We 
have  made  some  decisions  in  this.  Ue  have  a  narcotics  division 
set  up  in  the  police  department.  I  have  worked  on  this  ever 
since  the  drug  problem  became  acute.  We  now  have  a  counoiling 
project  set  up  In  our  police  deparmtnet  *so  the  first  offender 
has  to  go  to  a  councillng  session  but  he  has  to  appear  with 
his  parents.  We  think  this  is  going  to  be  very  beneficial. 
We've  started  information  centers.  Coir  narcotics  officers  go 
out  to  schools  and  speak,  and  they  speak  in  the  community. 
This  takes  quite  a  bit  of  work  in  this  particular  project, 
alone. 

We  have  started  through  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  a 
beaut if i cation  committee,  and  one  of  our  councilmen,  whose 
wife  is  the  chairman  of  this  project  —  I  don't  get  Involved 
In  this  too  much.  I  am  concerned  about  the  blighted  areas 
and  tilings  like  this,  but  I  feel  I  work  in  the  areas  in  which 
I  feel  I'm  most  effective,  such  as  the  drug  abuse  problem 
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Wakefieldi  or  complains  such  as  thlsi  the  bars,  the  topless ,  the 

bottomless,  and  this  type  of  thing. 

Annandi     What  bills  or  resolutions  are  especially  responsible  for? 
Wakefieldi  As  you  know,  I  an  very  familiar  with  the  legislative  process 
in  Sacramento.  The  League  of  California  Cities  is  our 
representative  in  Saoramento,  they  are  the  lobbyist  for  all  of 

T.  -Cee,l 

the  cities.  But  flhtfeel  that  the  League  Is  not  responsive 
to  the  needs  of  the  cities,  therefore  any  controversial 
issues  which  I  feel  affects  our  cities,  I  bring  them  back  to 
the  city  council  and  bring  them  up  for  discussion,  and  we 
adopt  resolutions  either  for  or  against,  and  we  talbe  an  issue. 

Recently  my  husband  has  had  the  City  of  South  Gate  put 
on  his  mailing  list,  so  that  we  will  receive  a  welikly 
history  of  all  legislation  introduced.  Therefore,  we  can 
keep  a  running  account  of  somebody  happens  to  mention  a 

measure  which  I'm  not  familiar  with.  It's  almost  Impossible 

i^jL, 
to  read  tte  background  material  on  all  legislation.  The  city 

manager  would  have  some  time  to  read  some  of  the  legislation, 
and  If  we  can  get  enough  people  alerted,  then  we  can  bring 
adBS^df  the  issues  back  to  the  people,  and  therefore  you  can 
voice  them  publically,  and  the  public  becomes  concerned,  too. 
So  we  pass  resolutions  on  the  main  Issues  like  tax  reform, 
the  bussing  issue,  and  so  on. 
Annandi     Are  you  responsible  for  any  specific  legislation  at  all? 

!  Wakefleld:   For  the  cities? 
Annandi     Yes,  here? 

Hakefleldi  We  more  or  less  work  through  the  planning  commission  that  will 
enact  the  ordinance,  or  we  will  ask  that  an  ordinance  be 


, 


17 

Wakefieldi  adopted  relative  to  correcting  Inequities  in,  like,  the  fire 

department  ordinance,  which  we  had  a  law  suit  on  recently,  and 
it  ifas  an  ordinace  that  was  poorly  drafted.  We  bring  these 
bade  for  discussion,  and  then  our  city  attorney  drafts  the 
ordinance. 

Annandi     Does  the  city  council  work  more  in  groups,  or  do  they  work 
individually? 

Wakefleldi   I  think  ire  work  individually. 

Annandi     Do  you  side  with  any  particular  person? 

Wakefleldi  No,  not  unless  —  if  he  agrees  with  me  or  I  agree  with  him, 

we  vote  together.  I-lany  times,  my  bitter  enemy  on  the  council, 
I  would  vote  with  him  if  I  feel  he  was  voting  the  way  I  wanted 
the  issue  to  go. 

Annandt     Do  you  feel  the  higher  up  you  advance  in  your  poliolal 
goals,  the  easier  it  will  be  for  you? 

Wakefieldi  No,  I  think  a  woman  would  still  have  the  same  stumbling  blocks 
that  she  has  today.  I  think  she  has  to  prove  herself  first. 

Annandi     Do  you  feel  that  a  woman  has  to  prove  herself  more  than  a 
man? 

WaXefleldi   Yes. 

Annand »     Why? 

Wakefleldi  Because  men  are  not  ready  to  accept  that  women  are  as 

intelligent  as  they  are.  [Laughter]  I  think  this  is  a 

natural  reaction.  Even  before  I  was  elected  to  office,  I've 

>v 

heard  men.  say  when  women  candidates  were  running,   oh,   we 

-vf 
don't  need  a  woman  In  the  office.     Some  of  the  people  Who 

opposed  AT  in  the  first  election  came  to  me  Andthe  second 
term  and  offered  their  support.     I  do  think  a  woman  does 
have  to  prove  her  point. 
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Women  are  sometimes  accused  of  using  their  feminine  wiles  to 

achieve  what  they  want  in  a  Job.     Do  you  find  that's  really 

true,  or  is  that  Just  a  myth? 

I  think  it's  a  myth. 

At  the  public  session  do  men  seem  to  have  a  greater  authority? 

o.  I'm  very  outsfcpken  at  the  council. 
Is  there  an  accepted  way  to  act  fi*  the  public  session? 
Yes.  Parllmentary  procedure  was  something  very  difficult 
for  me  to  understand  and  for  me  to  go  by.  The  city  clerk 
helped  me  tremendously  on  this  particular  project,  and  it's 
put  out  step  by  step  In  what  you  do.  Like  the  hearing  —  you 
now  declare  the  hearing  open.  I  was  mayor  one  year,  and  you 
have  to  feo  by  standard  procedures  on  this. 
Is  it  different  for  men  than  for  women? 
In  what  way?  . 

When  a  woman  has  to  get  up  and  speak,  does  she  feel  she  has  to 
have  more  facts  to  prove  her  point,  Just  because  she  is  a 
woman? 
Yes. 

Is  either  sex  more  responsive  to  the  public? 
Yes,  I  think  that  women  are  more  responsive  to  the  public* 
Could  you  tell  me  hou? 

Well,  I've  had  many  people  call  me  and  ask  me  to  have  something 
corrected  In  the  city,  and  they  will  tell  me,  "We  i±o*mally 
know  if  we  call  you,  that  you  will  get  it  done.  We 
know  you  will  follow  through."  And  I  think  this  Is  what  the 
public  has  wanted  in  elected  officials,  whether  it  be  cattle 
or  female.  They  want  a  candidate  who  will  follow  through, 
and  I  think  they  will  feel  that  I  have. 
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Annandi  And  this  Is  not  because  you're  a  woman,   it's  Just  because 

you're  Ruth  Uakefiold. 

Wakefield »      Yes,    I  feel  that's  it. 

Annandi  Is  there  a  difference  between  the  decision  making  processes  of 

men  and  women? 

Wakefield i     Yes,    I  think  that  a  woman  is  more  inolinedi   when  an  issue 

cones  before  them  to  vote.     I  think  they're  prepared  to  vote, 
I  know  I  am,   and  I  find  that  men  on  the  council  will  want  to 
put  the  matter  over,  vote  it  over  to  the  nert  meeting.     I 
feel  that  if  they  have  done  their  research,   they  should  be 
prepared  to  vote. 

Annandi  Uonen  are  supposed  to  be  highly  emotional.     If  you  feel 

stongly  about  something  do  the  men  on  the  council  feel  you're 
being  overly  emotional? 

Walvofiold:      I'm  sure  that  they  probably  use  that  term,   but  I  think  that  they 
realize  now,   that  when  I  bring  an  issue  up  I  have  my 
facts,  and  that  if  it  sounds  emotional  when  I  put  it  over, 
that's  too  bad,  because  I'm  going  to  put  my  point  over. 

Annandi  Do  you  feel  you  have  to  use  your  emotions  to  get  it  over? 

Wakefield:     Ho,    I  don't. 

Annandi     How  do  you  keep  In  touch  with  your  constituents? 

Wakefield*  Well,  by  telephone,  public  meetings,  although  I  do  not 

attend  too  many  of  the  social  affairs,  because  I  have  other 


th/kigs  to  do,  and  I  really  would  prefer  to  do  the  other  things 


rather  than  going  to  the  teas  and  so  on.  I'm  not  very  much 

hdp  on  that. 

Anaandi     Do  you  feel  that  community  pressures  are  needed  for  change? 
Wakefield i  Yes,  to  a  certain  point  I  do.  Although  I  think  our  council 


1 
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Wakefieldi   is  trying.  Our  community  desperately  needs  a  change  In  the 

business  are*,  and  I  think  that  the  city  council,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  been  very  lax  In  this  area.  Now,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Is  more  or  less  subsidized  by  the  city 

council,  which  Is  taxpaers  money.  And  I  feel  that  if  they 
arc  going  to  be  effective  in  doing  the  Job  they  told  us  they 
were  going  to  do,  they  should  do  it,  and  I'm  going  to  be  waiting 
patiently  to  see  what  new  business,  new  Industry  Is  coming 
Into  South  Gate. 

Aanandt     Row  do  you  respond  to  special  pressure  groups?  like  members 

of  the  minority,  or  youth,  or  £he  taxpayers  association, 
groups  who  do  come  forward? 

Vakefieldj   Just  like  I  would  to  anyone  else.   I'm  not  swayed  by  pressure 
groups  of  any  source. 

Annandi     Do  you  feel  you  could  be  more  effective  to  the  public  than  a 
man  because  you  are  a  woman? 

Vakefieldi   Yes. 

An.iandi     Could  you  explain  that? 

Vakefieldi   Of  course,  I  think  I've  made  my  point  In  South  Gate,  and  I 
think  If  I  want  to  put  forth  an  issue  In  South  Gate  I  think 
they  will  listen,  they  will  read  the  paper  or  they  will  come 
to  the  city  council  meeting  because  they  want  to  know  what 
I  am  going  to  say,  or  how  I  stand  on  an  issue.  During  an 
election  I  get  many  calls  all  day  Ions,  my  phone  rings 
constantly,  asking  my  advise  as  to  who  to  vote  for  on  certain 
bond  Issues,  and  I  stake  a  stand.  I  don't  stradjfe  the 
fence.  i,y  answer  is  either  yes  or  no. 

Annandi     Do  you  ever  feel  that  the  press  is  unfair  or  misinformed? 

Wakefleldi   I  think  we  have  very  good  press  relations  in  our  city,  and 
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Annand « 
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Annand i 


this  oity  Is  also  ciroered  by  the  Huntingtoa  lark  Dally  Slfgialt 

and  I  think  we  have  very  good  press, 

Do  you  find  yourself  written  up  In  the  newspaper  more  often 

than  other  members  of  the  city  council  because  you  are  a 

woman? 

o,    I  don't.      If  It's  a  controversial  Issue,   yesi   other 
matters,   no. 
Could  you  describe  one   of  the   Issues? 

ell,    I  have  attacked  the  school  boards.     When  I  do  It's 
written  up  In  the  press.     If  I'm  for  a  bond  issue,    I  say  so 
publlcally,   and  the  press  will  print  It.     If  I'm  opposed  to  a 
bond  Issue  they  print  It.      On  controversial  issues,    they  more 
or  less  pick  It  up,   and  usually,   the  only  thing  I  don't  like 
about  the  press  is  that  they  refer  to  me  as  "the  wife  of 
assemblyman  'Jakefleld."     I'm  proud  of  my  husband,   very  proud 
of  him,   we're  very  close,   but  I  want  to  stand  on  my  own  record, 
and  some  of  the  issues  I'm  sure  Floyd  and  I  disagree  on. 
IJhen  he  knows  an  issue's  coming  up  he'll  say,    "You're   surely 
not  going  to  vote  for  that,"  and  I'll  say,    "Yes,    I  am."     And  If 
I  believe  that  I'm  right,   I  vote  my  way.     And  the  same  way  he 
is  in  the  ass«»bly.      I'll  say,    "Why  on  earth  did  you  vote  that 
jray?"     or  "%,;hy  don't  you  do  this  or  that?"     And  he  will  not  be 
swayed  by  my  debate  on  it.     So,   we  do  try  to  keep  each  other 
informed  on  the  Issues,   but  we  still,   when  it  comes  down  to 
vote,   we  vote  our  conscience. 

Do  you  think  women  react  differently  to  criticism  than  men? 
Yes. 
Could  you  explain? 
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Wakefleldi   The  year  that  I  was  elected  mayor,  one  of  the  councllmen  was 
running  against  my  husband  for  the  assembly  seat.  And  he 
attacked  me  personally  on  the  city  council,  although  the  other 
four  members  voted  for  me  to  be  mayor.  I  immediately  came  back 
with  my  report,  and  I  think  that  a  man  more  or  less  would  let 
it  slide  over,  where  a  woman  is  not  going  to  let  anybody  get 
away  with  anything  unfair. 

Annandi     T.'hat  exactly  was  this  attack? 

Wakefield:  Ee  accused  me  of  wanting  to  be  mayor,  he  said,  to  promote  my 

husband's  political  career,  which  was  about  the  farthest  thing 
from  the  truth,  because  I  have  made  my  own  mark  in  politics,  and 
my  husband  has  made  his  own  mark  in  politics.  It  was  Just  a 
severe  attack.  This  was  the  man  who  was  defeated  at  the  next 
election.   I  think  the  people  really  resented  the  personal 
attack  —  he  made  a  spectacle  of  himself  in  front  of  a  packed 
audience,  and  many  of  the  people  who  came  up  to  the  microphone 
had  tears  in  their  eyes,  people  who  had  supported  this  particular 
candidate,  and  couldn't  believe  that  he  would  pull  such  a 
cheap,  shoddy,  political  trick.  There  are  other  Issues  which 
I  have  brought  up  for  the  city  council  that  I'm  sure  that  other 
councilmen  have  resented.  I'm  very  strong  on  the  Brown  Act, 
I  believe  that  the  Brown  Act  should  not  be  violated  in  any 
way. 

When  I  first  was  elected  I  was  not  awajre  of  the  — 
Let  me  Just  give  you  an  example.  In  personnel  sessions,  or 
something  regarding  litigation,  We  adjourn  a  regular 
meeting  and  come  into  this  room  here,  or  we  have  a  conference 
room  in  there  we  go  Into.  We  can  discuss  anything  regarding 
litigation,  but  we  cannot  make  a  decision.  Anything  relating 
to  a  personnel  matter,  we  can  discuss,  but  you  are  not 
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Wakefield:   supposed  to  make  a  dfceision  in  the  back  room.  I  feel  very 

strongly  about  this,  as  I  do  about  other  laws.  If  It's  on  the 
law  books,  we  should  uphold  the  law.  So,  I  have  brought  this 
issue  up,  that  any  decision  made  In  the  back  room  I  will  not 
be  a  part  of.   That  is  we  are  going  to  discuss  something  in 
the  back  room,  I  want  the  decision  made  out  in  front  of  the 
public,  and  this  is  that  way  I  feel. 

oco,  this  is  how  so  many  cloakroom  politicians  work. 
You  can  go  in  the  back  room  and  mad3  decisions  of  all  kinds,  and 
I'm  aware  that  certain  city  councilman,  not  particularly  in  this 
city,  have  pre-oounoil  meetings,  which  is  a  violation  of  the 
law.  .out,  you  have  to  catch  them  in  this  act,  and  the  only 
way  you  can  prosecute,  is  that  one  city  councilman  has  to  bring 
action  against  another  city  councilman.  I  think  that  because  I 
feel  so  strongly  on  this,  I  don't  believe  that  our  council 
would  be  caught  on  this  at  the  present  time.  I  think  we  have  a 
good  working  council  at  the  present  time,  and  I  think  that  we 
have  an  excellent  staff*  But  these  are  some  of  the  Issues,  and 
you're  having  personnel  sessions  more  and  more,  and  it's  Just 
very  important. 

..rs.  Wakefield,  do  you  have  any  children? 
Yes,  I  have  two  daughters. 
What  are  their  ages? 

My  youngest  is  27 »  and  my  oldest  girl  is  30 •  I  have  five 
grandchildren . 


Annandi 
Wakefield: 
Annandt 
Wakefield » 


Annandi 


Wakefield » 


How  lias  your  position  as  a  city  councllwoman  had  an/  af f eOt  on 
your  family  life? 

I  don't  think  it's  had  any  effect  at  all  because  my  husband  and 
I  were  both  elected  the  same  year,  and  both  my  daughters  were 


, 
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.efleldi     married,  and  we're  dedicated  to  our  jobs,   and  If  his  job  takes 
him  to  Sacramento,  mine  takes  me  here.      I  spend  a  couple  of 
days  a  week  In  Sacramento,  and  he's  home  on  weekends,    so  I 
don't  think  It's  affected  our  family  life  at  all. 

Annandi  Do  you  feel  that  you  have  a  higher  status  now? 

Wakefleldi      I  don't  really  feel  any  different  since  I've  been  elected  to 
office  than  I  did  before.     And  I  have  seen  this  happen  to  men 
and  women  who  have  become  elected,   who  have  been  elected  to 
office,   and  the  minute  they  are  elected  they  feel  they  should 
be  set  apart  as  something  higher,   and  looked  up  to.      I  feel  that 
being  an  elected  official,    that  i  am  part  of  the  community, 
I'm  no  better  and  I'm  no  less,   and  I  have  not  changed. 

Annandi  How  did  your  family  and  children  react  when  you  decided  to  run 

for  city  council? 

Uakefieldt      Well,   my  oldest  daughter  was  very  pleased  that  I  would  run, 
my  youngest  daughter  wasn't  impressed  at  all.     I  think  she 
thought  I  couldn't  make  it,  and  I  used  to  carry  on  conversations 
with  her  at  the  time,  and  she  felt  that  for  someone  in  this 
position  they  should  have  a  college  degree,  and  that  this  would 
make  them  more  knowledgeable,   although  now  I  think  she  realizes 
that  a  college  degree  isn't  necessary  for  public  office.      I 
think  she  really  realizes  now  that  I  have  the  background,  and 
that  I  probably  have  more  knowledge  than  many  elected  officials 
because  I  study. 

Annandi  Then  you  haven't  felt  set  back  by  other  members  of  the  city 

council  or  by  other  elected  officials,   or  perhaps  by  your 
oonti^uenoy  at  all  because  you  did  not  have  a  college  degree? 

Wakefieldi     ..o,  aever  at  any  time.      I  mingle  with  many  people  who  hava 

doctor's  degrees,   Ph.D.s,  master's  degrees,   we  have  a  common 


. 
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lakefieldi     background,   knowledge,   and  I  don't  feel  —  although  I  would 
love  to  have  a  degree,   In  fact  I  would  love  to  go  back  to 
school.      I  went  back  to  J&st  L.A.  one  year  and  took  a  short 
course  in   J&uitrglTaiu.      I  love  to  write.     But  I  don't  have  the 

ime.  had  the  time,    I  would  GO  and  set  my  degree  in 

Jroukialism. 

•.;  did  your  children  help  you  in  the  campaign? 
Very  little. 
I'ow  did  your  husband  hilp  you  in  the  campaign? 

.1,  my  husband  walked  precincts  with  me  and  in  distributing 
ny  material.      He  went  to  the  meetings  where  I  was,   but  he  was 
Just  like  any  other  worker. 
Did  he  make  speeches  for  you? 
No. 

ntlon  your  name,   that  you  were  running,   when  he  was 
up  in   Sacramento? 

Oh,   I'm  sure  he  did.     Well,  -you  see,   he  went  to  Sacramento  in 
January,   and  I  went  to  the  city  council  in  April,    so  I'm  sure 
that  he  did.     Ee  was  very  proud  that  I  won. 
Z.ow  did  you  budget  your  time  with  your  family  when  you  were 
running? 

11,   my  Job  came  first. 

Did  your  children  and  husband  assume  responsibilities  when  you 
ran. 

::o,   well,   you  see,  my  children  were  married.     My  husband  and  I 
work  together.      If  I  needed  him  to  do  something  at  home  he  was 
-lad. to.     Floyd  and  I  are  very  dedicated  to  each  other,    so 
it's  share  and  share  alike. 
Annandi  What  are  your  hobbles. 
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Wakefield:     Well,  this  is  probably  going  to  surprise  you,  but  the  only 
hobby  I   really  have  is  trap  shooting,    shotgun,   trap  and 
skeet,   and  I   love  It.      I  became  a  real  good  shot.     Ly  highest1 
score  Is  24-  out  of  25,    I  didn't  get  my  25th  bird,   but  I  don't 
have  time.      The  only  other  hobby  1  have  Is  writing,   I'm  doing 
a  book  at  the  present  time. 

Annandi  Do  you  have  a  title  for  it  yet? 

Wakefieldi      Yes,    "Inside  the  Capitol." 

ybn/Ax' 
Annandt  And  what  will  be  the  main  thesis  of -ehfcjDOok? 

Wakefieldi      The  main,  thesis  of  my  book  is  what  really  goes  on  in  Sacramento, 
that  the  public  is  not  aware  of. 

Annandi  on  will  it  be  out? 

&^ 
:efieldi       :*m  not  sure.      I  have  all  my  reseasfeffi    I've  been  working  on  it 

for  several  years,   and  it's  Just  getting  it  put  together. 

Annandi  How  has  your  position  affected  your  social  life? 

Wakefieldi      Well,   I  receive  quite  a  few  more  invitations  than  I  did  prior 
to  this,   although  I  don't  accept  too  many  more.     I  only  go  to 
the  social  functions  that  I  feel  I  have  to,    such  as  the 
Az£al/k  Ball  which  we  had  Saturday  night.     I  went  to  that  becaus 
it  is  one  of  the  major  events  of  the  year.     My  husband  had  a 
speech  in  Kontery  Park,   and  didn't   Join  me  tllfrliOO  at  night, 
but  it  was  a  dinner  and  a  ball.     I  just  don't  have  the  time  for 
the  social  life,  and  I'm  not  overly  impressed  with  the  social 
life.     I  see  so  much  of  it  in  Sacramento,  and  It's  all  such 
a  farce,    really.     I  feel  if  politlcains  would  spend  more  time 
knowing  the  problems  and  doing  something  about  it)  it  would 
be  far  bebter  off,   and  we  could  enjoy  our  home  and  our 
community  much  better  than  betig  a  social  butterfly,   and  I 
probably  sound  like  a  dud  on  that, but  I  Just  feel  that  way. 


' 
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Annand  i     Do  you  associate  with  people  you  would  never  have  associated 

with  before  If  you  werehot  on  the  city  council? 
Wakefleldt   I  guess  In  a  way,  social  events,  yes.  As  far  as  after  the 

V 

social  event,  no,    I  do  not,     I  think  It's  hypoor^y  to  more  or 
less  Invite  people  to  your  home  that  you  do  not  have  a  common 
background  with  or  common  Interests,    so  I  do  not  accept  Invi 
tations  to  their  home,   likewise. 

Annand:  From  your  experlaace,   do  you  feel  that  women  with  children 

under  a  certain  age  should  be  In  public  office? 

Wakefleldi      I  think  that  when  you  have  a  young  child  at  home,   I  believe  the 
first  responsibility  Is  to  that  child  and  to  the  home.     If  you 
have  free  time  for  public  office,   and  you  desire  this  career, 
then  I  think  that  you  should  GO  forward  with  that.     But   I 


see  so  many  homes  split  today,  and  so  much  Juvenile  del^guenoy, 
that  I  think  the  woman's  place  is  to  her  family  first.  If  my 
children  had  been  young,  I'm  sure  I  wouldn't  have  entered  the 
political  arena.  But,  since  my  children  were  grown  O  and 

£«A^£O 

married,   then  I  felt  I  was  free,   tatkrbhls  is  the  career  I 

chose.     But  my  husband  and  I  talked  it  over,  and  it  was  a 

mutual  agreement. 
aafeazffd*ld  t      Do  you  feel  women  with  young  children  should  accept  the 

responsibility  of  a  public  office? 
Wakeflelds      ::aybe  on  a  commission,   but  not  as  an  elected  official,    I  don't 

think  they  would  have  the  time  to  put  In  on  the  project,   because 

it  is  time-consuming,  and  unless  you  have  this  time  and 

dedication,    I   Just  don't  feel  It's  right. 

4 

Annand  t     Do  you  feel  guilty  $f  you're  not  able  to  spend  as  much  time 
around  your  home  as  you  would  like  because  of  your  position? 


Wakefleld: 


No. 


' 
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Annandt  Docs  your  husband's   Job  conflict  with  your  Job? 

Ufckefleldi      At  times.     Very  much  there  was  a  conflict.      \Ie  had  a  retirement 
dinner  for  the  police  ohejid  recently  and  I  had  asked  him  to  be 

•J 

sure  to  be  heref  and  to  put  it  on  his  calendar.     Well,    he  was 
given  an  award  out  in  the  \alley,  as  an  outstanding  legis 
lator  award,   and  so  he  went  against  my  wishes  and  took 
this  other  appointment*     I  can  see  his  point  on  taking  this. 
And  then,    later  on,   came  to  the  retirement  dinner.     But  we  have 
this  conflict  constantly,   but  we're  close  enough.     See,   I've 
been  married  since  19^0,  and  we're  close  enough  that  it 
doesn't  cause  any  problems  in  the  home. 

Annandi  Do  you  feel  you  do  a  lot  for  your  children  because  you're  in 

the  public  eye? 

Wakefieldi     :  o.     Cue  of  the  first  things  that  I  told  the  police  ch^Tf  is 
that  my  children  were  not  to  be  exempt  from  getting  any 

n 

tickets.  If  they  violate  the  law,  they  are  to  be  puwished. 
If  I  feel  that  they  are  right,  I'll  stand  behind  them,  but  if 
they  violate  the  law,  they  are  to  be  treated  as  any  other 
citizen. 

Annandt     Are  you  dependent  upon  your  husband  for  help/in  your  work 
for  anything  at  all? 

Wakefieldi   Well,  I'm  very  fortunate  in  having  his  office  to  help  in 
research,  because  I  have  access  to  codes,  the  Derrlng 
Codes  are  in  each  legislator's  office,  they  have  a  complete 
set  of  codes.  I  have  access  to  all  the  law  books,  to  all  of 
the  research  that  comes  Into  his  office,  so  I  think  that  his 
office  has  been  very  helpful  to  my  position. 

Annandi     Has  serving  in  this  position  been  different  than  what  you 
expected? 
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Yes,    it's  been  more  time  constrains. 

How  else  has  it  been  different? 

Well,    I'm  invited  on  tours.     The  travelling,   that  if  I  want  to 

participate  in,   is  different.     There's  a  lot  more  activity  than 

what  I  anticipated,   and  I'm  busier  than  what  I  anticipated. 

MY&t  did  you  expect  to  do? 

VJell,  I  thought  it  would  probably  be  meeting  at  the  city 

council  twice  a  month,  and  then  getting  your  background 

material,  and  calling  city  hall  once  in  a  while.  I  didn't 

realize  the  tremendous  work  load  that  would  be  involved  as 

far  as  telephones.  My  telephone  rings  constnatly.  They  seem 

to  know  when  I  am  at  home  and  I  get  calls  all  day  long  and  all 

night  long.  And  also,  when  I  started  the  drug  attack  in  the 

city,  and  trying  to  clean  it  up,  I  received  quite  a  ffie 

few  abusive  calls,  and  I  was  not  afraid.  I'm  a  very  good  shot, 

so  I  was  not  afraid  of  any  of  the  attacks. 

Do  you  have  different  ideas  about  how  government  should 

operate? 

Yes,  I  do.   I  think  if  elected  officials,  if  the  majority  of 

any  elected  offlcails,  whether  it  be  on  the  local  or  state 

level,  really  wants  to  do  something  for  the  people,  the  first 

thine  they  can  do  is  out  the  cost  of  government.  Now,  this  is 

where  we  are  fclofsing  the  battle.  We  pay  department  heads, 

assistant  department  heads,  city  administrators,  tremendous 

salaries,  and  sometimes  I  think  we  don't  utilize  what  we 

pay  them.  And  sometimes  I  think  we  leave  the  person  on  the 

lower  part  of  the  ladder,  down  at  that  level,  and  we  keep 

elevating  the  higher  efchelon  of  government.  I  think  this  is 

wro   .   I  think  we've  got  to  get  in  and  out  the  cost  of 


. 
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[/akefieldj   novemnent,  and  It  can  be  done.  We  do  it  all  the  time.  We 
needed  a  street  sweeper,  which  runs  up  into  the  thousands  of 
dollars,  and  we  had  a  I  think  between  four  and  five  hundred 
thousand  dollar  deficit  this  last  year,  we  are  very  fortunate 
In  South  Gate,  we  have  a  five  million  dollar  reserve  in  our 
account,  but  we  still  caiae  up  with  a  five  hundred  thousand 
iollar  deficit,  '/e  began  to  find  ways  that  we  could  cutf  and 
we  came  up  and  balanced  our  budget.  But  one  of  the  ways  we 

it,  Instead  of  buying  a  street  sweeper,  we  repaired  it. 
Jo  spent  a  thousand  dollars  to  repair  it,  rather  than  to  go 
out  and  spend  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dollars  on  a  street 
svceper. 

There  are  many  ways  that  you  can  cut  the  budget.  Qie  of 
the  areas  that  I  look  into  is  paries  and  recreation  budget. 

i  fix  umbrellas,  and  oh,  patio  deals  over  there,  for  the 

^Ks-> 
parents  to  sit  and  watch  their  children  In  wading  pools.  I 

think  that  money  could  be  better  spent  for  the  children.  If  the 


parents  are  soing  to  go  over  there  and  watch  their  children  in 

I  <*  iuM  **4£  cMnftA  YAvvvcl  ^Jbbtfv^j  r*  -VM-  t^uiniu 
the  wading  pools  ,*  but  we  want  to  nake  it  so  attractive  for  the 

parent  to  sit  there  and  watch  the  child,   that  we're  not 
speinding  the  money  properly  for  the  children.     I  keep  bringing 
this  up,   but   I'm  defeated. 

We  need  a  tean  center  desperately  in  the  city  of  South 
Gate,  but  the  way  that  they  want  to  do  it  is  to  go  out  and 
spend  a  quarter  of  a  million     dollars  for  a  teen  center,  when 
this  is  for  a  certain  group,  whan  the  other  part  of  the 

citizens  In  the  city  don't  want  to  spend  that  t±at  money  for 

*r+ 

a  teen  center,  i'y  Idea  Is  to^take  Girl's  Clubhouse  over 

*OuJfc 
there,  take  the  name  offOand  make  it  Clubhouse  for  the 
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and  let  them  have  the  entire  building 
.cfioldi      teenages/for  their  programs.      Instead,   one  of  the  things  we 

do  IB  permit  the  bridge  club  to  come  In  there,   where  there 
may  be  only  12  people  In  there  one  nl^ht  using  the  big  room. 
>/e  have  the  ftoclc  Hound  club,   or  we'll  have  some  other  snail 

croup,  and  they're  not  mcJcins  use  of  the  Girl's  Clubhouse, 

wW^ 

and"  It  should  be  set  aside.     And  thai   If  the  teen  center 

/old  be  successful,   then  ire  could  add  to  It.     You  have  to  start 
soae  place. 

I  3uess  being  raised  In  poverty,   like  I  was,    I  realize  that 
you  cannot  start  at  the  top.      You  have  to  start  at  the  bottom 
and  build  from  that.     We  have  a  fan  tactic  park  over  there,   and 
we  have  c°od  programs  for  the  children.     Our  Junior  athletic 
association  baseball  teams,   does  a  fantastic   Job,   and  many  of 
the  kids  who  have  gone  through  this  program,   you  very  seldom 
find  them  In   Juvenile  hall.     We  could  do  the  same  for  the 
other  kids  that  are  on  the  street.     We've  got  to  find  some 
Interest,   but  I  don't  seem  to  find  any  cooperation  on  this, 

we. 

because  they  want  to  &-&>  the  top,   you  see.      So,   this  is 


.and  i 


one  of  the  things  we're  working  0:1. 

:•  your  experiences  changed  in  any  Tray? 
Wakefieldt      Yes,    I  have  to  watch  myself  and  guard  myself  constantly,   to 

make  sure  that  I  don't  fall  Into  the  rut  of  letting  city  hall 
run  city  government.     A  city  councilman  can  become  very  lazy 
in  this  area,   they  can  let  the  city  manager,   the  department 
heads,   do  everything*   the  plannlnc  commission,   all  the 

commissions,   do  all  the  work,   and  then  all  you  have  to  do  Is 

r\o 

come  up  and  say  yes,   or  do,   at    ;he  agenda  meetings  where  it's 

usually  pre-determlned  that  you  do  it  this  way.     So,    I 
have  to  vra.tch  myself  constantly  to  make  sure  that  I  don't 
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get  Into  this  rut. 

*.r:-.  .c\!:efleld,  are  you  more  supportive  of  women  entering 

politics  now? 

*es,  qualified  women.  Not  Just  any  woman  because  she's  a 

woman.  A  woman  that  is  dedicated,  yes,  I  will  support  them. 

Before  you  entered  politics,  and  there  would  be  a  woman  running 

for  an  office,  and  another  man,  and  they  were  equally  qualified, 

who  would,  you  have  voted  for? 

I  irould  have  voted  for  the  woman  if  I  felt  that  she  was  the 

best  qualified  one. 

I'n  sayinr;  that  they're  qqually  qualified. 

Well,  it  would  depend  on  the  issues,  and  I  would  say  that  I 

would  probably  have  voted  for  a  woman. 

That's  what  I  was  trying  to  get  at,  to  see  If  the  woman  would 

make  a  difference.  Are  you  satisfied  that  you  are  being 

effective  as  a  public  servant? 

!•*? 

How? 

I  set  a  great  satisfaction  out  of  seeing  the  programs  beelng 

adopted,   like  the  counseling  program  that  we've  adopted  In  the 

police  department.     We  have  had  in  the  past  a  very  poor  Chamber 

of  Commerce.      I  have  worked  and  cooperated  In  trying  to  build 

this  up.     Me  how  have  a  fine  Chamber  of  Commerce,   although  I'm 

going  to  wait  patiently  to  see  if  they're  going  to  carry  out 

their  programs.     They  are  working,   but  I  sometime  —  a  woman 

would  like    to  push  these  programs  a  little  faster,!  think, 

than  men  do.      Yes,    I  think  that  I'm  satisfied  with  many  of  the 

programs.      I'm  satisfied  with  the  way  the  city  administrator 

is  doing,    In  working  with  the  personnel,   In  working  with  the 
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Afield i      employees,   because  we  are  confronted  more  and  more  with 

employees*  problems,   and  I'm  very  plaased  In  the  way  we're 
working  this  out.     I  would  say  that  would  be  it. 

Anna-id «  I.rs.  1/akefield,   will  you  seek  an  additional  term  of  office? 

Uakefleldt      Possibly.     This  is  my  second  term.     I  have  said  that  I  possibly 
would  not  run  again.      I  have  been  approached  to  run  for  another 
ffice.         was  approached  to  run  for  the  senate  —  let's  see, 

—  two  years  ago,  and  at  that  time  I  turned  it  dom. 
felt  I  could  not  win,   and  I  felt  that  possibly  being  a  woman 

f  against  me.     So,    I'm  leaving  it  up  in  the  air.     I 
possibly  with  either  run  for  re-election  or  I  possibly  might 
seek  a  higher  office. 

Ainandi  '.Hiat  would  make  you  change  your  mind  to  run? 

Wakefleldi      If  I  run  for  high  office,   you  mean?     Well,   after  witnessing 

what's  going  on  in  Sacramento,    I  do  not  feel  the   Job  is  bfcing 
accomplished,   and  I  feel  that  many  people  who-  are  elected  to 
office  in  Sacramento  are  only  telling  the  people  back  home  what 
they  want  them  to  hear.     They  are  not  telling  them  the 
truth.     And  the  results  aa«e  that  we're  getting  higher  taxes ,   the 
crime  Is  still  going  up,   we're  not  getting  the  proper  judges 
appointed  to  office,   we  are  not  solving  the  problems,    It's 
becoming  worse,   and  I  think  the  public  knows  it. 
Annandi  '.r  can  women  get  more  involved  In  politics? 

T/akofield:      I  think  they're  working  in  your  own  political  party  more. 
;ow,   I  was  formerly  a  Democrat,   and  I  became  4  Republican 
in  1958,    I  believe.     Since  that  time,    I  have  been  very  active 
In  politics.      I've  become  informed  as  far  as  the  platforms 
of  both  parties,   and  although  I  do  cross  party  lines  to  vote 
for  the  candidate  of  my  choice    (I  think  this  is  my  right  not 


1 


ifekefieldi 


Annandi 
Wakefieldi 

Annandi 
Uakefieldj 

Annand  i 
':efieldi 


Ann and t 
Wakefield: 


only  as  a  woman,  but  as  an  individual),  I  think  you  have  to 

et  involved  in  the  cornnunlty  affairs,  and  I  don't  mean  in  the 
social  aspects.  I  think  you  hve  to  get  Involved  in  the 
projects.  You  have  to  know  what's       on  in  the  community, 
["nls  is  the  only  way  that  a  wonan  is  goinc  to  be  successful  in 
political  office. 
Are  there  any  professions  that  you  feel  especially  prepare 

for  political  office? 

Professions?  Well,  I  think  the  business  background  prepares 
you. 
Lawyer? 

£esf  although  I'm  not  over  anxious  to  see  attorneys  in  public 
office. 

y  is  this? 

11,  in  your  state  assaqbly  you  have,  I  think,  3^  elected 
attorneys.  They  spend  more  time  arguing  over  the  t£i&,  ands, 
cuid  buts  in  legislation,  than  they  do  in  the  real  issue  of 

«Vi 

he  legislation.     2ach  one  has  ^helr  OTCI  interruptation,   and 
each  Judge  has  their  own  interpretation,   and  I  have  watched  the 

on  the  floor  of  the  attorneys  In  the  state  legislaturef 
and  it  is  pathetic.     And  it  is  actually  no  wonder, that  our 
laws  are  In  the  mess  they  are  in  today,   and  I  think  the  attorneys 
are  responsible  for  it. 

Do  you  resent  the  militancy  of  IfOnen's  Lib? 
"o,    I  don't  resentit,   but  I  feel  that  they  are  going  about  It 
the  wrong  v;ay.     I  think  thatj  if  they  would  take  a  practical 
approach  to  the  Women's  so-called  Liberation  movement,   and 
put  it  on  a  different  level,    I  think  that  they  would  be  more 
effective.      I  don't  think  that  they  have  been  effective. 
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-cfleldt      I  think  they  have  caused  people  to  turn  against  the  women's 
movement  rather  than  for  them,  and  I'm  not  part  of  the 
I  .'omen's  Lib. 
Annandi  Is  there  anything  about  Vomen's  Lib  that  you  especially  like  or 

dislike? 
'.,'akefieldi      T.Tell,    I  think  some  of  the  stands  that  they  take  about  wanting  to 

women  to  public  office,   I  think  is  fine,   and  I  think 
that  they're  sincere  in  that  part.      But  I  don't  believe  that 
tould  vote  for  a  woman   Just  because  she's  a  •woman.     Kow, 

bo  the  Business  and  Professional  '/omen's  Club,   which, 
antally,    I   Joined  after  I  became  a  oouncllwoman.     They 
to  me  and  asked  me  to  Join.       "ow,   they  will  only  vote  for 
a  worir    .      I  think  that's  wrong.     They  trt.ll  only  get  out  and 
canpalc;a  for  a  woman,   and  I  think  this  is  absolutely  wrong. 
I  know  some  of  the  women  that  are  elected  to  office  In  Sac 
ramento,   which  I  wouldn't  vote  for  under  any  circumstances. 

3n  the  other  ofc  hand,    I  know  people  like  Pauline  Davis, 
which  I  respect,   she's  an  assemblywoman  from  "orthem 
California  who  does  a  fantastic  Job.      She's  a  woman  who  does 
her  research,   and  I  have  great  respect  for  her,   but  I  wouldn't 
vote  for  assemblywoman  Ilarch  Pong. 
Annand:  7  ic  this? 

Vakefield:      I  think  that   inarch  Pong  is  too  liberal,    she  is  the  woman  who 
brings  up  wanting  to  take  the  pay  toilets  —  remove,   you 
l:now,   the  pay  toilets  from  legislation,  maize  them  all  free  in 
the  public  places.     And  the  way  she  brought  attention  to 

rself  on  this  was,    she  had  a  group  of  people  up  at 
jacraner.to  on  the  west  steps  of  the  capltol,  trhis  is  where 
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Wakefieldi  they  all  gather  for  their  demonstrations,  and  she  had  a  toilet, 
and  then  she  broke  It  up  with  a  hammer  out  there.  Now,  this  is 
how  she  brought  attention  to  her  lecislatlon.  I  think  this  is 
a  poor  tray  of  attractlnc  people  to  an  Issue.  This  is  what  I 
call  using  her  female  ways  and  emotionalism,  and  I  don't  think 
that  she  brought  the  point  out  at  all.   In  fact,  I  would  have 
voted  against  the  bill  if  I  had  been  there. 

Annandi     Are  you  supporting  other  women  who  are  seeking  public  office? 

Wekefieldi  At  the  present  tine,  I  am  going  to  be  a  speaker  in  Whlttier 
for  a  candidate  who  is  running  for  office  there  is  a  woman. 

Annan-di     I/ho  is  this  woman? 

Wakefieldi  Gloria  Turner. 

Annandi     And  what  office  is  she  seeking? 

Wakefieldi   Couiicilwoman. 

Annandi     Do  you  feel  that  it  will  ever  be  a  common  thing  for  a  woman 
to  be  in  a  top  Job  in  the  government? 

Wakefieldi   Yes,  I  do. 

Annandi     Do  you  think  a  woman  will  ever  be  president  of  the  United  States* 

i 

Wakefleldi   I  think  it's  possible. 
Annandi     EOT;  long  do  you  think  this  would  take? 

Wakefieldi   I  think  it  would  probably  be  another  twenty  years,  but  I 
think  it's  possible,  and  I  think  we  could  have  a  woman 

qualified  for  that  position,  in  fact  I  think  we  could  have  a 

my 
woman  in  that  position  who  could  do  a  (excuse  -**•  expression) 

hell  of  a  lot  better  Job  tjan  some  of  past  presidents  have 

done. 

Annandi  Why  aren't  women  In  that  position  right  now? 

Wakefleldi     Because  they've  never  tried  to  promote  themselves  towards 

that  position.     They've  always  gone  in  for  the  lesser  positons. 
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Annan d:  '.Thy  Is  that? 

•field i      Oh,   probably  usinc"  —  cautiously,   you  have  to  crawl  before 

you  walk.      You  see,   It's  always  been  a  nan's  world  until  the 

.an  suffrage  movement,   and  then,   I  think  only  women  who  were 
sincere  and  dedicated  pushed  themselves  forward.     How,    I  have 
an  women  candidates,   and  even  in  this  area  which  I  wouldn't 
support  under  any  circumstances,   because  I  felt  that  they  wore 
.not   sir-core. 

-and  i  Is  there  anything  that  I  have  left  out  that  you  would  like  to 

itlon? 

thkik  you've  covered  it  pretty  well.      I  really  don't  know 
7tMn~   olse  to  add  to  it. 
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I 


DITSRVI3W  WITH  THE  HONORABLE  NANCY  BI 


WATSOM 


Crawleyj  This  Is  an  Interview  with  Judge  Nancy  B.  Watson,  a  Jfimlolpal 
flourt  judge  In  Los  Angeles.  She  is  now  running  for  Superior 
Court.  The  Interview  takes  place  In  Judge  Watson's  home 
In  Los  Angeles,  Kay  22,  1972.  The  Interviewer  Is  Christine 
Crawley  of  Immaculate  Heart  College  representing  the  Joint 
oral  history  project  of  a  study  on  women  in  politics  of 
Immaculate  Eeart  College  and  the  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley. 


Crawley t   Can  you  give  me  some  information  about  your  past  background 
before  going  Into  public  office. 

Watson »   I  was  raised  In  Los  Angeles  indtfebtended  Los  Angeles  public 
schools.  I  went  to  Stanford  University  where  I  received  my 
B.A. ,  was  married,  had  three  children,  went  back  to  law  school 
nine  years  after  I  graduated  from  Stanford  and  got  my  law 
degree,  practiced  primarily  litigation  law  (that  is  trial 
law)  with  a  friend  in  Los  Angeles  for  nine  years  before  I  was 
appointed  a  Judge  In  the  Municipal  Court. 

Crawley i  How  long  have  you  been  in  office? 

Watson*   I  was  appointed  In  January,  1968. 

Crawley  i  How  did  you  reach  the  decision  to  accept  the  appointment  of  this 
office? 

Watson:   I  had  been  told  off  and  on  for  a  number  of  months  that  I  might 
be  appointed.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  though,  when  I  actually 
received  the  call  from  the  governor's  appointment  secretary,  it 
came  as  a  great  surprise,  because  I  did  not  realize  that  there 
were  even  any  vacancies  existing  on  the  Lunlcipal  Court.  I 
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Wateoni   felt  —  frankly  at  the  time  if  I'd  had  a  choice,  or  if  it  had 
been  the  sort  of  thing  that  one  could  pick  to  do  at  any  time, 
I  enjoyed  practicing  law  enough  at  that  time  that  I  might  have 
wanted  to  wait  another  four  or  five  years,  but  being  appointed 
to  a  Judicial  office  is  the  sort  of  thing,  that  if  you  believe 
you  are  Interested  in  it  and  would  like  it,  you  pretty  much 
take  it  when  you're  asked,  and  that's  exactly  what  I  did. 

Grawleyi   Do  you  think  that  political  connections  or  important  friends 
has  anything  to  do  with  an  appointment  to  this  position? 

Watson i   Yes,  I'm  sure  it  does  in  many  oases.  There  are  a  number  of 

appointments  that  were  made  for  example  by  Governor  Broun  during 
his  lame  duck  period  that  were  obviously  wba&itfce#loal4bolntments 
—  some  that  were  persons  who  had  been  defeated  for  the  legis 
lature,  and  things  of  that  kind.  And  I'm  not  particularly 
singling  out  Governor  Brown.  There  are  other  instances  where 
people  who  have  been  appointed  have  been  tremendously  active 
in  political  connections,  or  who  have  friends  who  «e  very  close 
to  the  governor* 

Crawleyj  Were  you  appointed  by  Governor  Brown  or  Governor  Heagan? 

Wat son i   I  was  appointed  by  Governor  Reagan. 

Crawleyi  Do  you  think  he  appointed  you  for  some  reason  ~  that  he  felt 
guilty  for  not  having  enough  women  Judges,  and  maybe  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  have  more  women  appointed  now? 

Watson  t   Of  course  it  would  be  a  sort  of  rank  conclusion  on  my  part  as 
to  why  he  appointed  me.  I  can't  say  it  certainly  was  not 
because  of  political  connections.  I  have  never  been  active 
In  any  way  politically  beyong  going  to  polls  and  voting  on 
every  occasion.  I  was  and  am  a  registered  Republican,  which 
obviously  is  the  governor's  party.  I  think  that  to  some 
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Watson i       extent,   of  course,  particularly  In  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years  that  persons  in  the  position  to  make  appointments*  do 
tsnd  to  hopefully  consider  everybody  who  is  available  *  and 
in  some  instances  perhaps  to  look  for  people  of  oertain 
groups,  that  is,  oertain  ethnic  groups  or  minority  groups  in 
order  to  have  a  broad  spectrum  on  the  bench.     I  may  have  gotten 
some  consideration  in  that  regard  because  I'm  a  woman.     I  would 
like  to  think  that  I  MM  appointed  not  just  because  I  was  a 
woman,  but  because  I  was  well-qualified.     At  that  time,  and 
I'm  sure  now,  the  governor  referred  all  possible  appointments  to 
the  board  of  governor's  of  the  state  Bar,  and  I  was  told  that 
I  received  a  unanymous  well-qualified  endorsement  by  the  board 

of  governors  when  Jay  name  was  re-submitted  to  the  governor. 

needed 
Crawleyi     Were  you  right  in  your  analysis  of  the  qualifications/for  the 

position  of  Municipal  Judge? 

Watson  i       Well,  frankly,   I  think  since  the  Iluniolpal  Court  and  the 

Superior  Court  are  both  trial  benches,  that  a  lawyer  can  adapt 
more  quickly  if  the  lawyer  has  been  in  a  type  of  practice  that 
has  involved  substantial  court  roan  work.     I  was  associated 
with  a  firm  where  to  the  extent  we  had  a  specialty,  it  was 
litigation  matters,  and  therefore  I  had  been  in  the  court 
room  a  great  deal  during  the  time  I  had  practiced  law.     I  think 
that  is  the  most  defcireable  background.     I  don't  think  it's  the 
only  background,  but  I  do  think  for  the  trial  bench  it's  a  very 
deslreable  background* 

Crawleyi     From  your  experience,  do  you  think  women  make  better  judges 
than  men? 

Watson  i       I  wouldn't  categorize  them  by  sex,  quite  frankly.     I  think  we 
have  some  women  on  the  bench  that  have  done  very  outstanding 
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Watson i       and  conscientious  Jobs,   and  certainly  the  sane  is  true  of  men. 
We  have  some  women  on  the  bench  who  are  not  as  outstanding,   and 
we  have  some  men  who  are  likewise  not  outstanding,     I  don't 
think  it's  a  matter  of  sex. 

Crawleyi   It's  an  Individual  basis. 

Watson «   I  think  so,  yes. 

Crawley «  At  the  law  school,  was  it  Stanford  law  school? 

Watson:    No,  I  went  to  UCLA. 

Grawleyi  How  many  women  were  there  in  the  law  school? 

Watson t   As  I  recall,  the  class  ahead  of  me,  there  were  four  or  five. 
In  the  class  that  I  started  with,  £  believe  there  were  six 
that  started,  but  I  was  the  only  one  that  finished  in  my  class. 
Now,  one  may  have  finished  in  the  class  behind.  And  then  in 
the  class  behind,  there  were  like  eight  of  nine,  so  it  was 
quite  variable. 

Crawley:  Did  you  receive  any  discrimination  while  you  were  in  law 
school? 

Watson i   I  did  not  feel  so.  There  was  at  least  one  professor  who  I 
felt  conveyed  an  attitude  that  he  didn't  railly  think  that 
women  belonged  in  law  school,  and  always  made  sort  of  a  point 
of  addressing  classes  "Gentlemen."  On  the  other  hand,  that  was 
true  for  so  many  years  I'm  not  going  to  hold  that  against  him. 
I  would  say  basically  no.  Certainly  not  from  fellow  students. 

Crawleyi  Was  it  easy  for  you  to  start  your  practice  as  a  lawyer  being 
a  woman? 

Watson  t   It  was  for  me,  because  I  had  an  employment  opportunity  at  the 
outset.  I  do  not  think  that  is  true,  however,  for  women  in 
general. 

Crawley »  As  your  function  as  JudGe,  do  you  feel  that  you  are  influenced 
bv  vour  femininity? 
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Watson i        I  feel  that  that's  a  hard  question  to  answer,  whloh  Is  to 

say  that   Just  as  when  I  was  practicing  law,    I  don't  believe 
I  really  gave  any  thought  to  what  my  sex  was  in  the  manner  in 
which  I  practice  lawt     In  other  words,  when  I  went  to  court  I 
was  a  lawyer,   and  I  didn't  bhink  in  terms  of  going  into  court 
as  a  woman  lawyer  as  distinct  from  a  male  lawyer,   and  I  would 
soy  that  my  reaction  is  the  same  on  the  bench.     When  I  take 
the  bench,   or  in  my  professional  life  In  general,   I  hope  ft 
am  functioning  well  as  a  Judge.     Whether  it  is,   in  fact,   Influ 
enced  by  my  sex  is,   of  course,   very  difficult  for  one  to 
evaluate  for  themselves.     If  so,   I'm  not  really  conscious  of 
it. 

Crawleyi      Why  do  you  think  that  there  hasn't  been  a  woman  appointed  to  the 
SuprememCourt  ? 

Watson t        Well,   of  course,   in  the  law  in  general,   there  is  and  has  been 
more  In  the  past  a  certain  amount  of  prejudice  against  women. 
But,   I  think  the  major  reason  Is  because  of  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  a  very  limited  number  of  women  who  have  gone  Into 
law,  and  very  still  much  more  limited  number  of  women  who  have 


risen  to  higher  Judicial  office,  that  there  simply  hasn't 
really  been  much  of  a  selection.     I  think  it  will  be  some  period 
of  time  beflore  there  is  a  genuinely  honest  selection  to  make 
an  appointment  of  a  woman  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Crawleyt      Do  you  think  it  Is  easier  today  or  harder  today  for  women  to  go 
into  law? 

Watson  t        I  think  it  is  much  easier,   even  than  when  I  started  in  1955, 
much  easier. 

Do  you  think  one  of  the  reasons  that  women  perhaps  don't  go  into 
law  as  frequently  as  men  Is  because  they'refield  back  by  the 
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Crawleyj   stereotype  that  they  are  the  weaker  sex,  and  that  law  Is 
really  a  Job  for  men? 

Wat  son  i   Oh,  I  think  there  are  probably  a  lot  of  reasons.   I  think  the 
law  Is  generally  thought  to  be  a  very  demanding  profession, 
and  that  a  lot  of  girls  understandably  don't  feel  that  they 
want  to  get  Into  something  that  Is  that  demanding  of  them,  that 
there  are  other  things  that  they'd  rather  do  with  their  lives. 
I  do  think  that  our  whole  cultural  patterns  are,  however, 
such  that  It  doesn't  —  or  has  not  In  the  past,  particularly,— 
encouraged  women  to  go  Into  any  of  the  usual  major  professions. 
I  think  women  are  discouraged  In  part  because  they  feel  It's 
a  very  difficult  row  to  hoe,  even  If  they  complete  the  educa 
tional  requirements  and  are  admitted  to  the  Bar. 

But  I'm  sure  for  a  lot  of  women,  or  for  most  women,  It 

- 

Just  doesn't  particularly  appeal  to  them. 

Crawleyi   Why  do  you  think  that  you,  Nancy  Watson,  we  appointed  to  this 
position? 

Watson  i   I  think  that  one  of  the  most  helpful  things  so  far  as  my 

being  considered  was  that  I  was  very  active  In  Bar  Association 
activities,  both  with  the  state  Bar  and  with  the  Los  Angeles 
County  Bar.  Probably  as  much  or  more  so  right  at  the  time 
when  I  was  active,  as  any  woman  locally.  And,  I  think  that  that 
helped  to  get  me  known  professionally  among  lawyers  of 
standing.  I  think  additionally  the  fact  that  my  father  la  one 

of  the  most  well-known  lawyers  In  the  community  If  not  In 
the  state  or  the  West,  also  gave  me  a  certain  amount  of  standing 
And  the  fact  that  I  was  asooclated  with  his  firm,  and  that  I 
was  quite  successful  as  a  trial  lawyer,  and  because  I  was  a 
woman,  as  with  other  minority  groups,  ft  think  that  If  you  are 


. 

. 

. 


7 

Wat  son  i   good,  and  you  are  successful,  people  tend  to  yemember  you  more, 
and  you  tend  to  stand  out.  It  can  really  be  kind  of  an 
advantage.  For  example,  when  I  was  doing  trial  practice,  I 
did  quite  a  bit  of  personal  Injury  defense.  There  was  an 
organization  formed  called  the  Association  ef  California 
Defense  Counsel,  which  was  primarily  composed  —  or,  which  was 
composed  entirely  of  lawyers  who  spent  most  of  their  practice 
In  the  defense  of  personal  Injury  suits.  It  covered  an  area 
of  from  around  Santa  Barabara  down  flhrough  San  Diego  County. 
I  think  It  started  off  with  an  Initial  membership  of  around 
three  or  four  hundred  and  I  was  the  only  woman  In  the  Initial 
membership.   That  was  largely  because  of  the  prejudice  of 
Insurance  companies  In  hiring  women  or  having  women  appear  for 
them  on  their  oases  In  court. 

Crawleyi  Are  they  still  as  prejudiced  as  they  were? 

Watson i   I  don't  see  too  many  women  trying  cases  for  Insurance  companies. 
I  would  say  that  they  may  have  changed  some,  but  It's  not 
perceptable. 

Crawleyi  There  are  so  few  women  lawyers.  Ihat  made  you  decide  to  become 
a  lawyer? 

Watson  i   That  Is  a  very  difficult  question  to  answer.  When  I  was  In  high 
school  I  did  a  little  work  down  at  my  father's  office.  The  war 
was  on  and  help  was  hard  to  get,  and  the  secretaries  were  on 
vacation.  My  father  at  that  time  encouraged  me  to  think  about 
going  Into  law,  and  seemed  to  feel  that  I  would  have  some 
aptitude  or  ability  for  It.  But,  quit  frankly,  I  come  from  a 
family  where  women  havfc  never  worked  In  the  usual  sort  of 
cultural  pattern  that  you  go  to  college,  you  get  married,  and 
you  raise  a  family  and  that's  It. 
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Watson:   Then  when  I  went  to  Stanford  I  took  a  strong  vooational  test» 
and  I  scored  so  high  on  aptitude  for  law  that  the  dean  of 
women  called  me  down  and  gave  me  quite  a  pitch  for  changing  my 
major,  and  I  did,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  change  it  for  a  couple  of 
quarters.  But  for  some  strange  reason  at  Stanford  at  that  time, 
Boon  was  their  pre-law  major  and  I  did  not  like  Econ,  so  I 
wont  back  to  the  School  of  Humanities  which  is  what  I  graduated 
from,  and  I  did  marry,  and  I  did  have  three  children.  I  had 
always  thought  that  I'd  go  back  to  college  at  some  time,  but 
more  of  a  diltttantt  approach*  get  a  master's  in  English  drama 
or  something  of  that  kind. 

It  appeared  at  the  time  that  I  decided  to  go  back  that 
someplace  along  the  line,  both  from  my  own  interest,  so  far  as 
the  home  was  concerned,  and  at  that  time  financial  position 
that  we  were  In,  that  if  I  were  going  to  go  back  I  should  think 
more  in  terms  of  making  myself  employable.   I  didn't  really  find 
that  my  bachelors  degree  from  the  School  of  Humanities  made  me 
the  most  employable  person.  So  I  think  a  lot  of  things  combined 
made  me  decide  to  take  the  law  school  aptitude  test  and  think 
about  going  to  law  school,  and  I  did,  and  I've  never  regretted  1 
it. 

Crawleyt  How  did  your  friends  accept  you  going  Into  a  position  or  a  role 
which  is  usually  thought  of  as  a  man's  profession? 

Watson i   Oh,  I'd  say  there  is  sort  of  a  mixed  reaction.  I  think  that 

you,know,  some  of  them  found  it  very  admirable  and  Impressive, 
and  others  thought  it  was  kind  of  screwy.  My  mother,  for 
example,  when  I  first  told  her  —  actually  I  think  she  was  in 
Europe  at  the  time  when  I  wrote  her  that  I  was  taking  the  law 
school  aptltutde  exams.  Ohe  worte  back  and  thought  that  that 
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Watson «        vras  very  nice,   and  then  when  I  wrote  and  told  her  I  was  actually 
goinfj,    she  said,    "Well,    she  could  understand  that  I'd  been  very 
tied  down  and  all,   and  hadn't  had  too  much  chance  to  get  out 
of  the  house,   and  I  had  a  very  active  mind,  and  wouldn't  I 

Le,a_v«.p. . 
.ke  to  Join   Junior  Eben[?[J?     And  I   said,    "Mo,"  that  wasn't 

really  what  I  had  in  mind.     So  I  think  —  there  were  these 
reactions  from  people  depending  on  their  age  and  place  and  past, 
and  cultural  ideas,   themselves. 

Crawleyt     Did  your  father  always  support  you? 

Wat  son «        Well,   as  a  matter  of  fact,  when  I  went  down  to  talk  to  him,  when 

I  decided  to  go  and  went  down  to  talk  to  him  about  it,   in  part 
because   I  was  going  to  need  some  financial  assistance  from  him, 
he  now  thought  that  I  was  crazy,   because  he  said,    "When  I  used 
to  try  and  promote  the  idea  of  your  going  to  law  school,   that 
was  when  you  were  young  and  single.     Krow  you're  married  and 
have  three  children,   and  I  think  you're  out  of  your  mind." 
However,    I  think  even  as  he  said  it  he  was  kind  of  pleased  at 
the  idea.     In  any  event,   despite  his  comment,   I  went* 

Crawl eyt     W  re  your  children  young  at  the  time? 

Watsom        When   I  started  law  school  they  were  eight,   five,   and  three, 
respectively.      I've  had  one  since. 

Crawleyi      Did  your  husband  help  take  care  of  the  house? 

Wat  son  i        No,   I  got  household  help  in,   and  the  eight  and  the  five  year 
old  were  in  school,  and  the  three  year  old  was  in  nursery 
school,   and  I  would  come  home  from  school  Just  as  soon  as  my 
classes  were  over.     In  other  words,    I  didn't  stay  out  there 
and  study.     However,   it  was  a  very  upsy-downsy  period  for  my 
then  husband  employment-wise,  which  is  to  say  he  frequently 
changed   Jobs. 
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Crawleyi^  Did  he  find  your  being  In  law  school  a  threat  to  him? 

Watson i   I  don't  know.  Before  I  ever  applied  or  even  sent  the 

application  for  the  law  wchool  aptitude  test,  we  discussed  it  at 
great  length,  and  at  the  time,  he  thought  It  was  a  dandy  Idea. 
Fe  thought  I  would  do  well  In  it,  and  that  I  would  enjoy  it,  and 
so  forth  and  so  on.  I  am  sure  had  he  not  felt  so,  I  would  not 
have  gone  ahead  with  it  at  that  time.  I  might  «3feat  a  later 
time,  "but  I  would  not  have  then.  However,  he  had  a  lot  of 
personal  difficulties  subsequently,  and  a  lot  of  employment 
difficulties,  and  what  have  you,  and  I  think  he  came  to  resent 
it  later  on  in  terms  of,  well,  "You  were  lucky.  You  found  what 
you  wanted  to  do,  and  you're  doing  it,  and  I'm  not  In  that  same 
position. " 

Crawleyj  Are  you  still  married  to  this  man? 

Wat son i   No. 

Crawleyj      How  does  being  a  Judge  affect  your  family? 

Watson i        You  could  probably  get  a  better  answer  from  my  family  than 
you  could  from  me.     I  think  my  children  have  had  mixed 
emtolons  about  it,   which  Is  to  say  I  think  that  mostof  the 
time  they  are  quite  proud  of  the  fact  that  the±£  mother  is  a 
Judge.     I  am  sure  that  some  of  the  time,    Just  as  when  I  was  a 
lawyer,   and  you're  sort  of  bringing  the  pressure  on  them  about 
something,   they  feel  a  little  bit  like  you're  getting  a  little 
heavy  on  them.     But  I  think  for  the  most  part  they  have  been 

very  pleased  and  very  happy  about  it.     There  are,   of  course, 

•  c. 
some  drawbacks  that  only  appljs  to  being  a  Judge,   but  for  any 

gpqr     woman  working  with  children.     Easter  vacations  and  summer 
vacations  are  very  difficult  periods  particularly  with  the 
young  child.      When  you're  working  full  time  because  they  don't 


• 


• 


1 1 

have  the  mother  there  to  take  them  various  and  sundry  places 
that  other  mothers  may  be  talcing  their  children.  You  have  to 
really  make  some  special  effort  to  avoid  problems  In  that 
regard. 

Crawleyi   Do  you  think  because  you're  a  Judge  that  your  daughter  will  ever 
consider  seriously  becoming  a  lawyer? 

Watsons   She  did  at  one  time.  In  fact,  after  I  became  a  Judge  she  came 
down  to  court  one  day  and  we  went  to  lunch  together,  and  she 
told  me  that  she  decided  that  this  Is  what  she'd  like  to  go  In. 
Quite  frankly,  I  did  not  feel  that  she  was  tempe Dentally  or 
personality  wise  well-suited  to  the  law.  She's  a  very  bright 
girl,  has  tremendous  linguistic  ability,  she  majored  In  French, 
spent  her  third  year  In  college  In  Prance,  and  had  originally 
Intended  on  being  a  teacher.  Then  along  the  line,  got  kind  of 
discouraged  with  the  teaching  situation.  She  also  speaks 
Spanish  very  well,  but  I  didn't  really  feel  It  was  her  cup  of 
tea,  and  I  felt  she  may  have  been  unduly  Influenced  by  her 
Image  of  my  success.  Frankly,  for  her,  I  discouraged  It*  I 
told  her  I  really  thought  she  should  give  It  a  second  look,  and 
she  did,  and  she  never  went  forward.  Had  she  continued  to 
persist  In  wanting  to  do  this,  I  certainly  would  have  said 
"Go  ahead  and  give  It  a  try." 

Crawleyi  Would  you  now  back  any  women  going  tin  to  law  If  you  thought 

them  qualified? 

>/ 
Wat  son  t   Yes.  I'm  obviously  —  I  think  it's  kind  of  self-e«rident  by 

my  own  course  that  I  feel  women  should  have  some  right  of  self- 
determination  as  to  what  they  want  to  do  with  their  lives 
and  their  careers  if  they  choose  to  have  one.  But  I  think 
because  It  if  a  difficult  profession  for  women  that  they 


. 
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Watson i        should  examine  their  motives  If  they  can,   and  It's  not  always 

easy  to  figure  out  why  It  Is  you  want  to  do  womethlng.     But 
certainly  for  those  who  have  the  ability  and  the  aptitude  and 
the  Interest,    I  say  "Good  luck."     I  Just  hope  they  appreciate 
It  Is  a  very  demanding  Job.     It's  not   Just  an  eight  to  five 
or  nine  to  five,   or  whatever  the  hours  are.     It  can  be  much 
more  demanding  than  that  If  you  want  to  be  successful  In  the 
profession. 

Crawleyi     How  much  time  does  your  being  a  Judge  take  away  from  your  social 
life? 

Watson:          ot  a  great  deal  In  the  sense  that  I  don't  have  —  In  the  courts 
I've  been   sitting  In,  at  least,    I  don't  have  too  much  out-of- 
court  work.     In  some  assignments  you  can  have  quite  a  bit, 
but  I  still  feel  one's  time  can  be  managed.     That  that  In 
Itself  wouldn't  Interfere.     It  bbvlously  Interferes  with  any 
kind  of  daytime  activities.     For  example,  a  sorority  that  I 
belonged  to  when  I  was  at  Stanford,   Stanford  Women's  Club,   all 
had  their  meetings  —  their  meetings  are  ten  in  the  morning 
or  luncheon  meetings,   things  of  this  kind,  and  It  Just  simply 
is  not  possible.     So,   the  the  extent  that  ift  infringes  on  that 
kind  of  thing,   or,   in  fact,    Just  prohibits  it,   it  does. 
However,    I  can't  say  that  I've  ever  been   Just  wild  about 
women's  groups  anyway,   so  I  don't  consider  that  a  major  loss. 
I  would  like  to  participate  occasionally,  but  it  Just  can't  be 
done. 

Crawleyi      Does  your  husband  at  times  want  you  to  be  around  more  than 
you  are  now? 


. 
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Watson i        I  don't  think  so  far  as  our  homelife  Is  concerned  that  It  has 
Interfered,   probably  because  since  he's  a  public  official  and 
Is  very  active  In  other  things,   too,  we  might  reverse  that  and 
say  "I  wish  he  were  around  a  little  bit  more."     I  have  made 
sort  of  a  point  of  confining  my  activities  to  my  professional 
and  my  homelife.     You  can't  do  everything  and  you  can't  be 
everything,   and  Ibose  are  the  two  most  Important  things.     The 
one  place  It  has  Interfered,  not  I  think  because  of  the  fact 
that  I'm  a  Judge,   but  would  If  I  were  working  In  any  capacity, 
Is  that  I'm  obviously  not  free  to  ,30  with  him  on  trips  all  the 
time,  which  I  would  be  were  It  not  for  the  fact  that  I  am 
working.      On  the  other  hand,   since  we  do  have  one  relatively 
young  child,   a  girl  al«mst  ten,    I  wouldn't  want  to  be  absent 
fron.  the  house  too  frequently,   anyway.     I  think  It's  too 
disorganizing  to  children  to  have  the  parents  gone  all  the  time 
In  the  evening  hours. 

Crawfreyi      Can  you  tell  me  something  about  your  campaign? 

Wat  son  i       I  hope  I'm  winning.     [laughter]     It's  very,  very  difficult  to 

campaign  for  a  Judicial  office,   because  the  office  Itself  Is  so 
anonymous,   and  the  voters  know  so  little  about  candidates 
for  Judicial  office,  and  sometimes  I  think,   care  less. 
In  addition  to  the  fact  that  for  Superior  Court,   this  Is  a 
county-wide  office,   and  I  believe  three  and  a  quarter  million 
registered  voters  in  this  county,   and  even  though  one  Is 
raised  here  and  you  feel  like  you  know  a  great  many  people, 
and  your  family  knows  a  lot  of  people,  and  your  husband  knows 
a  lot  of  people,  when  you  look  at  three  and  a  quarter  million, 
you  feel  like  you  don't  know  anytne.      I  elected  for  that  reason 
to  spend  the  very  large  stun  required     In  order  to  circulate 
a  statement  of  Qualifications  with  the  sample  ballot,   because 
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Watson:   It  was  the  only  feasible  nay  that  I  tnew  of  to  have  at  least 
eOMthing  distributed  to  all  of  the  potential  voters. 

Cratrleyj   Is  there  only  the  one  other  man  running  agal'iat  you,  or  are 
there  nore? 

Watson i   There  are  six*  It's  an  open  office,  there  is  no  incumbent, 

which  is  why  there  are  so  many  ronnlnc*  The  present  incunbent 
turns  seventy  this  year  and  is  retiring,  aid  therefore  he  did 
not  file  at  the  filing  period.  The  office  Itself  expires 
Docenbcr  31»  1972,  aid  becomes  a  new  office  as  of  January  1, 
1973*  TJare  arc  two  lawyers,  two  fluperior  Court  commissioners, 
and  two  other  Municipal  Court  Judges  that  are  runmlng* 

Crawieyi  Is  it  necessary  for  a  judge  running  without  an  apponant  (as  I 
understand  is  usually  the  case)  to  do  any  really  great 
campaigning? 

Wat  son  i     ,  ot  at  all*  As  a  matter  of  fact  uhon  ay  own  judicial 

office  cane  up  in  1970,  I  filed,  paid  my  filing  fee,  nobody 
filed  against  mo,  and  that  was  the  end  of  it*  In  fact,  you 
don't  even  appear  on  the  ballot  if  nobody  flics  against 
you,  or  it's  not  an  open  office*  So  I  did  absolutely  nothing, 
and  was  assured  of  being  elected  to  a  six  year  term* 

Crawleyi  How  nany  years  have  you  been  in  oflioe? 

Wat son t   Since  1963,  but  you  see,  moot  people  don't  realize,  and  it's 

kind  of  confusing,  is  you  actually  are  appointed  to  a  numbered 
office.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  where  you  sit  on  judicial 
assignment,  but  the  office  that  I  MM  appointed  to  was  vacated 
by  virtue  of  the  judge  who  held  it  being  elevated  to  the 
Superior  Court.  :.ls  tena  in  that  office  just  had  two  years 
left.  Go,  I  went  in  in  '68,  I  had  to  then  run  in  '70.  I  was 
unopposed  and  therefore,  as  I  say,  did  not  evon  appear  on  the 
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ballot  and  was  eleoted  for  the  full  tern  of  six  years,  which 
carries  me  to  19?6. 

Cratrleyi     If  you  are  elected  as  a  superior  Court  Judge*  then,  someone 
will  be  appointed  In  your  placet 

./atsoni   That's  correct.  That  would  leave  a  vacanpp  with  a  term  of 
office  to  rai  until  1976  for  whoever  is  appointed . 

Crawleyi   ?o  you  feel  by  entering  law,  and  now  by  being  a  Judgeyou  are 
strklng  a  blow  for  women's  emancipation? 

Wat sau     don't  know  if  I'd  phrase  it  quite  that  way.  I  do  think  that 
in  any  capacity  that  iroaen  are  successful  that  they  raise  the 
Sonera!  esteem  of  the  public,  or  the  laage  of  professional 
women  to  the  extent  that  they,  themselves,  or  that  any  one 
individual  does  well.  I  think  that  this  is  true  in  all  faoits 
of  professional  life  or  even  personal  life.  To  the  extent  that 
you  are  a  success  at  something,  I  think  that,  perhaps  strikes 
a  blow  that  women  can  be  successful  i.i  that  capacity,  no 
natter  what  type  of  job  it  nay  be. 

Crawleyt  Do  you  feel  that  the  .'auoa's  Lib  I. overrent  has  a  ease  that  there 
is  discrimination  against  women? 

Mat  sent   I'n  sure  they  do.  The  Uonen's  Lib  l.ovement  is  so  broad  that 
it's  a  little  hard  to  evaluate  it,  but  I  would  suppose  that 
aiybody  who  ws  fair  minded  would  agree  that  women  should  receive 
equal  pay  for  equal  work,  and  that  to  the  extent  that  they  are 
qualified  that  they  should  have  equal  opportunity*  ::ow, 
happily  in  the  Job  that  I  hold  as  a  Judge,  the  pay  is  oet  the 
sane  for  men  and  women,  but  women  lawyers  I  think  frequently 
make  less.  Well*  I  know  statistically,  that  it  •hows  that  even 
with  fims  (I'n  not  talking  about  those  who  try  to  so  it  on 
their  oici),  but  even  with  firm*,  women  lawyers  consistently  Bate 
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Watson i        less.     I  am  told  that  this  Is  very  true  In  the  field  of 

Certified  Public  Accountants f   that  women  CPA's  working  for 
firms  consistently  are  paid  less  than  men,  and  I'm  sure  It's 
true  In  other  places.     However,  with  government  agencies,    since 
pay  schedules  are  set  for  whatever  the  grade  Job  Is  you're 
doing,   you  don't  run  Into  this  kind  of  discrimination  in  that 
reagrd. 

Crawleyi      Why  do  you  think  It  is  that  when  you  compare  female  lawyers 
with  ten  year's  experience  to  male  lawyers  with  the  same 
length  of  practice,   the  male  lawyers  earn  two  hundred  percent 
more? 

Wat  son  i        I  think  there  are  probably  a  number  of  reasons.     For  one  thing, 
the  men  may  tru^ly  be  better  business  getters.     That  doesn't 
man  that  this  need  always  be  true,  but  I  think  that  probably 
that  is  a  part  of  it,   that  women  aren't  Just  used  to  being 
aggressive  in  terms  of  getting  business.     Plus  the  fact  that  a 
lot  of  the  usual  avenues  for  getting  business,  are  not  widely 
open  to  women.     For  example,   the  golf  course »  the  country 
club,   or  various  men's  clubs,   where  the  men  come  In  contact 
with  the  sort  of  persons  who  can  bring  them  legal  business. 
Women  don't  have  that  much  economic  power  that  they  have  as 
much  business  to  present.     I  think  that  the  men  have  more 
opportunity  to  get  more  business.     And,   I  think  another  reason 
is  Just  the  old  hangover  from  the  idea  that  women  are  working 
Just  by  choice  and  they  don't  really  have  the  support  of  a 
family,   and  so  forth  and  so  on,  and  therefore  you  don't  have  to 
pay  them  as  much.     If  they  want  to  work,   let  the  dearthlngs 
work,   but  we  really  don't  have  to  pay  them  as  much  to  keep 
them.     I  think  that's  another  part  of  it. 


. 


1 


; 
• 


17 

Wat son i   I'm  sure  that  there  are  a  lot  of  other  factors  that  go  Into  it, 
too,  "but  I  think  that's  the  main  thing,  that  the  men  are  much 
more  established  In  the  field. 

Crawleyi   .'hy  do  you  think  that  seventy  percent  of  the  women  In  either 
professional  or  technical  occupations  are  either  nurses  or 
teachers? 

Uatson'   I  think  that's  a  cultural  matter.  I  think  that  those  are 

professions  that  have  traditionally  been  acceptable  for  women 
to  go  Into,  at  least  as  long  as  I  can  remember.  When  I  was 
eight  or  nine  years  old,  you  know,  I  went  through  a  little 
phase  of  "when  I  grow  up  I'll  be  a  nurse."  Which  I  think  also 
horrified  my  mother  when  I  said, It.  But  It's  Just  the  sort  of 
thing  that  you  knew  women  could  grow  up  and  be,  and  It  was 
the  sort  of  thing  that  women  went  Into,  The  same  thing  Is 
true  of  teachers.  They  are  accepted  professional 
culturally  where  nobody  raises  their  eyebrows  and  says,  "Oh 
really?"  and  aas  some  kind  of  surprised  reaction  to  what 
you're  dolns. 

Crawley:   rave  you  ever  had  a  trouble  In  the  court  room  because  you  are 
a  woman? 

Wat  son  i   I  don't  believe  so.  I  would  say  that  as  a  trial  lawyer  there 
were  occasions  where  I  felt  at  an  advantage  in  that  I  felt 

(and  other  lawyers  sometimes  expressed) ,  the  reaction  that 

i 

they  would  rather  try  a  case  against  a  manphan  against  a 
woman  because  they  never  quite  knew  whether  they  should  be 
pulling  your  chair  out  for  you  at  the  counsel  table  or 
exactly  what  attitude  they  should  take.  How,  I  felt  very 
comfortable  about  myself,  but  I  think  it  tended  to  throw 
male  adversaries  a  little  off  balance,  and  that  they  weren't 
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Wat son t        quite  sure  how  they  should  react,   particularly  If  you  were 

trying  a  Jury  case,   that  they  didn't  want  to  appear  ungallant» 
to  the  women   Jurors,   where  they  might  not  have  that  sane 
reservation  so  far  as  opposing  counsel  If  It  were  another  man. 
But  I  frankly  never  felt  any  self-consciousness  about  being 
In  the  court  room. 

Crawleyi      Do  you  think  that  women  defendants  who  come  before  you  are 
happy  to  see  that  there's  a  woman  on  the  bench,   or  that  It 
would  make  no  differance,   or  would  they  prefer  a  man,   do  you 
think?     Or  have  you  ever  experienced  — 

Watson i        I  don't  know.     I  can  Imagine  that  there  are  probably  some  you 
who  are  very  untoppy  to  see  a  woman  Judge  because  I  think  that 
as  we  all  know,   that  part  of  perhaps  the  problems  so  far  as 
women  getting  ahead  are  engendered  by  the  women  themselves. 
They  are  very  critical  of  other  women.     You  know  how  common  It 
Is  to  hear  a  woman  say,    "I'd  never  want  to  work  for  another 
-roman.     I  wouldn't  want  a  woman  boss  or  a  woman  Supervisor." 
So  that  for  some  of  then,   they  may  have  this  reaction  that 
you  know,  "oh  good  heavens,   a  woman  Judge."     For  others  they 
may  have  an  opposite  reaction,   and  I  think  the  same  is  true 
of  men.      I  imagine  that  some  of  the  men  Suefclfthink  it's 
dandy  to  thine  a  woman   Judge,   and  that  others  really  shudder. 

Zraeleyi      TTow  were  you  accepted  by  the  general  staff? 

Watson  i        If  you're  speaking  of  the  court  attaches,  and  that  sort  of  thing 
I  think  very  well.     I  hope  that's  not  a  matter  of  oonoelt,   but 
I  have  had  very  loyal  staff,   and  I'm  very  pleased  with  my 
relationships  with  my  clerk  and  the  baliffs  that  I've  had. 
I  might  say i   as  a  matter  of  fact,   that  uhen  I  have  had  a 
change  of  assignment,    I  have  had  my  personnel  ask  to  go  with 
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;soni        The  first  one  left  because  during  the  course  of  the  time  she 
was  my  secretary  she  got  married  and  then  pregnant  aid  left 
for  that  reason,   and  the  second  one  I  still  had  when  I  was 
appointed  to  the  bench. 

Crawleyi       as  serving  as  a  Judge  been  different  from  what  you  expected  it 
to  be? 

Wat son i        P6r  the  most  part,  no.     The  first  court  that  I  was  assigned  to 
was  a  master  calendar  arraignment  court  down  in  traffic,  and 
as  a  lawyer  I  had  practiced  almost  entirely  in  the  Superior 
Court,   so  I  really  wasn't  too  familiar  of  the  business  of  the 
--tiicipal  Court,  and  particularly,   of  this  type  of  arraignment 
court.     It  was  kind  of  a  shock  to  me  to  find  that  In  a  large 
court  of  this  kind,   you  are  also  an  administrator.     I  think  I 
had  something  like  between  sixteen  to  twenty  persons  from  about 
four  different  agencies  who  were  attached  to  this  court. 
And  as  the  Judge,   even  though  these  people  may  be  under  the 
sheriff^  department  or  the  clerk's  office  or  the  marshall's 
office,   or  the  citfr  attorney,   or  the  public  defender's  office, 
basically  In  the  court  room  the  Judge  runs  the  scene.     It 
was,  is  I  say,   a  little  overwhelming  to  find  that  I  was 
administrating  a  scene  with  so  many  people  involved  in  It. 
In  other  words,   from  going  to  Superior  Court,   I  had  Just  thought 
of  their  being  the  Judge,   the  court  reporter,   the  baliff  and 
a  clerk.     And  to  find  all  of  this  other  scene  was  kind  of 
surprising.     But  other  than  particular  divisions  that  have 
these  vary  large  staff  scenes,    I  would  say  that  it  was  pretty 
much  as  I  thought  it  would  be,   because  it's  pretty  much  like 
what  it  was  from  the  other  side  of  the  bench  when  I  was 
practicing  law. 
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*:soni 
Grawloyi  i:ow  did  you  handle  this  sceneTwlth  all  those  people  underneath 

you?  Were  you  ill  at  ease?  Did  you  find  that  you  oould  adapt 
very  quickly? 

Watson i   .  o  —  I  think  I  get  along  well  with  people  generally,  anyone* 
In  fact,  there  have  been  very  few  people  in  my  life  I  oould 
honestly  say  I  dislike  or  didn't  oare  for.  And  after  all,  itfs 
not  so  difficult  to  be  at  least  pleasantly  otarteous  with  those 
people.  So,  I  felt  that  it  worked  about  very  well.  In  fact, 
I  would  say  from  the  reaction  of  those  people  to  me,  particu 
larly  when  my  assignment  changed, they  all  seemed  very  genuinely 
sorry  to  see  me  go,  and  some  of  them,  for  example,  who  upon 
learning  that  I  was  running  for  Superior  Court  have  gone  out 
of  their  way  to  call  me.  And  I  mean  this  is  a  court  that  I 
sat  in  back  in  '68,  and  asked  what  they  oould  do  to  support 
me.  So  I  don't  really  feel  I've  ever  had  any  problems  as  far 
as  court  personnel  is  concerned  as  a  general  matter.  Obviously 
there  iifay  be  some  particular  instance  that  arises,  but  I'd  say 
for  the  most  part  that  there's  not  been  any  problem  at  all. 
Crawleyi  Did  you  feel  that  because  you  are  a  member  of  an  oppressed 

group  you  have  to  be  better  than  your  male  counterparts? 
Watson  i   Well,  I  certainly  think  you  have  to  be  Just  as  good,  but  as  I 
indicated  earlier,  I  honestly  feel  that  in  some  ways,  a  person 
who  does  a  good  workmanlike  Job,  and  is  a  member  of  a  minority 
group,  can  appear  to  be  really  more  outstanding  than  the 
majority  group.  They  certainly  are  much  more  remembers.  For 
example,  from  my  law  school  class,  where  I  was  the  only  woman 
who  finished  in  the  class,  I'm  sure  that  a  lot  more  of  the 
fellows  remember  my  name  than  vice  versa.  And  the  same  is 
true,  I  think,  of  trying  oases,  or  being  a  woman  Judge,  or 
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Qatson:   what  have  you.  Since  you  are  kind,  of  stand  out,  Just  by 

virtue  of  the  fact  that  you're  a  woman.  If  you're  good,  I  think 
you  tend  to  get  a  little  more  recognition  than  perhaps  the 
man  does. 

Crawleyj  Are  you  satisfied  that  you're  being  effective? 

Watson:    i'es. 

Crawleyi     Do  you  think  the  terms  should  be  limited  by  age  or  by  an 
amount  of  time,  let's  say,   years  In  service? 

Watson:        Well,   they  are,   In  a  way.     For  example,  under  the  judge's 

retirement  law,   If  a  Judge  with  full  service  does  not  retire 
on  or  before  his  seventieth  birthday,   he  looses  a  substantial 
portion  of  his  retirement  pay.     The  Judge's  retirement  law 
provides  that  you  retire  at  seventy-five  percent  of  your  then 
annaal  salary.     If  you  do  so  on  or  before  your  seventieth 
birthday.     If  you  do  not,  and  you  continue  sitting  on  the  bench, 
if  you  retired  one  week  later,   you  only  get  fifty  percent.     Now, 
that's  one  third  less,  which  is  a  substantial  Inducement  for 

most  Judges  to  retire  at  that  time,     jow,   you  do  have  to  keep 

both 
re-running  every  six  years  on/the  Municipal  and  Superior  Court, 

but  realistically  in  an  area  as  large  as  Los  Angeles  — 
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TEfG  8ID2  TWO  OF  TAPS 

Wat  son  i       I  nas  laying,  realistically  in  an  area  as  large  and  as 
populated  ac  Los  Angeles  Is,  in  the  abssaofi  of  the 
incumbent  Judge  receiving  some  really  front  and  adverse 
publicity,   you're  Just  not  ::oin~  to  defeat  an  Incumbent  Judge 

the  central  district.     Now,  -when  you  <ret  to  the  smaller 
Judicial  districts  such  as  Santa  I'.onloa  and  West  Covina, 
Ponona,  and  the  like,  Incumbent  Judges  at  the  I.unioipal 
levil  can  a«d  are  defeated,  but  that  IB  because  they  are  very 
well  teiowi  In  a  oonnunlty,  and  the  local  r>rcsg  nay  take  a  Tary 
strong  position  against  then  as  may  the  loonl  Bar  and  so  forth 
and  so  on.     But  I  don't  know  when  fc  Judpte  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Judicial  district  was  last  defeated,  and  of  course  Judge 
litelson's  defeat  In  the  Superior  Court  tTnr:,!  think,  the  first 
tine  an  Inounbont  In  the  superior  Court  had  been  defeated  In 
forty  yor.rs  or  something  like  that  —  lo-tr  bofore  I  romeaber, 
In  any  event* 

Crawleyt     Do  you  feel  "because  of  your  profession,  your  children  have  now 
cone  up  with  the  idea  that  they  have  to  <-o  into  the  acceptable 
or  normal  roles  In  professions  that  children  arc  taught  to  go 
Into? 

Watson i       They  have  or  have  not? 

CraTrleyt     They  have  not.     Well,  all  I  can  say  Is  what  they  are  doing, 

whatever  that  may  show.     i:y  daughter's  woiklnj*  In  marketing  for 

the  telephone  oonpany  and  has,  however,  very  seriously 

ed  going  into     law  enf oroenent  with  either  the  Los 

police  department  or  sheriff's  department.     I  thlrJt  a  lot  of 

that  is  the  Influence  of  ay  having  sat  In  the  criminal  court  and 
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Crawleyi   hearing  —  I'm  a  great  shop  talker  at  home,  you  know,  and 
let  the  kids  drop  In  at  the  court,  too.  However,  my  two 
boys  are  both  athletes.  Ky  oldest  son  played  at  UCLA  (football) 
and  has  signed  with  the  Dallas  Cowboys  this  year,  he  goes  off 
to  training  oamp  the  beginning  of  July.  Ily  younger  boy,  who 
was  an  all-city  tackel  and  first  In  city  shot  put  In  high 
school,  played  one  year  Junior  college  ball,  was  first  string 
all  state  tackle,  sat  out  his  secondlyear  to  save  his 
eligibility,  and  he  is  going  in  the  fall  to  the  University  of 
Colorado  on  a  football  scholarship,  and  I'm  sure  will  also, 
unless  he  sustains  an  Injury,  go  into  professional  football,  at 
least  as  long  as  he  can  play. 

Watson  i   Would  you  ever  try  for  the  Supreme  Court? 

Cravrleyt  Well,  I  certainly  wouldn't  feel  qualified  for  it  with  my  present 
limited  four  plus  years  on  the  I'iunioipal  Court  bench.  If  I 
had  the  opportunity  to  serve  on  the  °uperior  Court  and  at  the 
appellate  court  level,  and  by  Virtue  of  that  experience  felt 
that  I  was  capable  of  performing  appellate  type  Judicial  work, 
why i  yes,  it  would  be  something  that  I  would  consider*  If  any 
bogy  were  ever  to  consider  me.  But  I  think  I  would  also 
take  a  very  deep,  long  look  at  what  my  family  situation  was, 
because  that  does  require  your  moving  tro  'Jashington,  and  I'm 
not  sure  that  I'd  care  to  do  that. 

Crawleyi  Do  you  feel  that  the  laws  In  this  country  favor  men  over  women? 

Wat  son  i   Some  of  them.  I'm  sure,  particularly  with  regard  to  certain 

property  rights  while  couples  are  married.  However,  some  of  the 
laws  also  favor  women  over  men  In  the  divorce  situation.  For 
example,  until  we  had  the  reform  of  the  family  law  act  In 
California,  all  property  held  in  the  name  of  a  martied  man  was 
presumed  to  be  community  property.  All  property  held  in  the 


• 


I 

. 


alone 
name  of  a  narrled  woman  A/as  presumed  to  be  her  separate 

property,  which  was  certainly  advantaceous  to  the  woman  In  that, 
for  example,  If  you  bought  an  automobile,  suppose  you  were  a 
two  car  fanlly.  The  car  the  nan  drove  was  In  his  nane  and  that 
was  presumed  to  be  the  property  of  both  of  you.  The  car  that 

;  wife  drove  was  In  her  name,  and  that  :;as  presumed  to  be  her 
separate  property,  presumtions  could  be  overcome  In  both 
instances,  but  nevertheless,  that  was  the  state  of  the  law. 
think  that  there  have  been  sone  laws  that  have  been 
designed  hopefully  to  assist  the  wonan  as  your  women  and  child 
labor  laws,  many  of  which  are  grossly  outmoded  today.  I'm  sure 
that  there  are  a  lot  of  discriminations,  but  I  would  say  that 
far  more  of  them  are  a  matter  of  practice  really  rather  than 
of  la:  .  Por  example,  a  married  woman  who  wants  to  open  a 
brokerage  account  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  do  any  trading 
in  her  own  name  without  a  signup  card  fron  her  husband.  Even 
though  she  is  dealing  with,  let  us  say,  her  own  separate 
inherited  or  what  have  you  property,  I  don't  know  of  anything 
In  the  law  that  requires  this,  but  the  brokerage  houses, 
nonetheless,  take  this  stance.  They  Just  won't  let  you  deal 
with  them  in  your  own  dame.  But  I  don't  think  that's  a  matter 
of  law.  I  just  think  that's  a  mtter  of  policy  of  the  brokerage 
houses.  I  think  there  are  a  lot  of  things  of  that  kind,  not 
that  it's  the  law,  it's  Just  the  way  it's  done,  and  it's  the 
say  it's  been  done. 

Grawleyi  Do  you  feel  that  things  are  changing  for  women,  becoming  better? 

Watson  i   I  think  so,  if  nothing  more  than  In  terms  of  awareness  .of  the 
fact  that  women  are  and  have  been  discriminated  against,  and 
that  ire  have  a  culture  that  fosters  certain  stereotypes,  both 
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,,'atsonj   for  man.  and  for  women.  And  I  think  that's  one  of  the  most 
oonaadable  things  about  the  quote  young  generation  unquote. 
I  hate  to  say  that  "because  It  makes  me  sound  old,  but  Is 
that  I  think  they're  nuch  fairer  In  their  outlook  toward  every 
body  being  able  to  do  their  thing,  as  It  were,  than  even  In 
my  generation,  where  for  a  woman  to  strike  out,  or  for  a  girl 
to  strike  out  was  really  considered  almost  a  little  oddball. 
And  I  don't  think  that's  true  anymore.  I  don't  think  anybody 
thinks  about  the  fact  that  a  girl  has  decided  she  wants  to  go 
to  medical  school  or  to  law  school.  \Hiile  it's  not  commonplace , 
I  don't  think  anybody's  particularly  shocked,  by  it.  And  I  think 
you  see  far  more  parents  today,  for  example,  that  are  really 
very  pleased  and  delighted.  I  have  letters  all  the  time  -telling 
with  great  proud  how  their  daughter's  just  entered  law  school 
at  such  and  such  a  place,  or  going  to  medlaal  school.  And  one 
1  think  —  that  generation  itself  is  just  nuoh  more  broadminded 
about  this  thing.  It  doesn't  feel  that  everybody  should  Just 
be  confined  to  a  set  role.  Just  becuase  you're  a  girl  you 
should  love  housekeeping  or  dsewing,  or  what  have  you. 

Gralweyj  Do  you  think  that  men  show  more  compassion  in  cases  involving 
vroaon  do? 

Watson  t   You  mean  when  a  woman  is  a  victim,  or  — 

Crailey t  Yes . 

Watson i     ,  I  don't  know  that  you  could,  again,  categorize  that  on  the 
basis  of  sex. 

Crawleyi   It's  individual? 

Watson  i   I  think  it's  individual,  and  1  might  say  this.  I  think,  for 
example,  that  probably  every  Judge  finds  certain  types  of 
crimes  more  distasteful  than  other  types,  or  feels  stronger 
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.atsoni       about  — -  I  know  one  Judge  who  feels  very  strong  about  book- 
making.     Host  Judges  don't  feel  that  they  can  really  get  up 
set  about  or  feel  too  strongly  about  ltf   but,   for  example ,   I 
think  that  one  of  the  most  distasteful  types  of  oases  to  hear 
Is  child  abuse,   or  child  beating.     But  I  don't  think  that's 
because  I'm  a  woman,    I  can't  help  but  fool  that  it's  distaste 
ful  to  every  Judge.     They  really  can  kind  of  turn  your  stomach. 
I  don't  think  that's  Just  because  I'm  a  mother.     I  can't  feel 
that  a  father  would  feel  any  different,  In  fact,  where  there's 
a  man  involved,   he  might  even  have  a  more  violent  personal 
reaction. 

Crawleyi      What  about  rape  cases?     Are  many  brought  to  you? 

Watson  j        When  I  sat  In  preliminary  hearings  I  had  quite  a  few  rape 

oases  as  preliminary  hearings  where  the  determination  Is  made 
whether  or  not  to  hold  the  defendant  to  answer  for  trial  In  the 
Superior  Court.     There  are  not  a  great  many,   but  I  certainly 
heard  my  share. 

Grawleyi      Do  most  rape  cases  get  dismissed  without  the  man  ever  being 
prosecuted? 

Wat  son  t          o,   I  wouldn't  say  that  most  do,   but  I  would  say  that  there  are 
—  certainly  in  my  owi  experience,   cases  that  are  filed  as 
foreceable  rapes  that  are  not  forceable  rapes,  and  there  were 
at  least  a  couple  of  instances  where  I  held  the  defendant  to 
answer  on  what  was  then  called  statutory  rape  because  the  girl 
was  »*fc*'i*i'  under  the  age  of  eighteen,   but  where  I  Just  didn't 
see  any  force  or  fear  involved.     Ch  the  other  hand,   there  are 
at  least  three  that  cone  to  my  mind  very  quickly,   that  I  Just 
think  were  patent,   forceable,   brutal  rapes,  period.     Wo 
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Wat  son  i   question  about  it.  But  I  can  say  that  I  can  probably  also 
think  of  three  in  the  other  direction,  that  were  not. 

Crawleyi  What  do  you  think  of  the  law  that  if  a  woman  is  hitohiking  aad 
is  raped  that  you  can  not  prosecute. 

Wat son i   I  don't  know  of  any  such  law.  Is  there  such  a  law  ? 

Crawley:   I  heard  it  the  other  day  on  the  radio. 

Watson:   I'm  not  aware  of  any  such  law,  but  I  think  you  would  have  a 

problem  anytime  that  a  woman ,  for  whatever  reasons,  initially 
voluntarily  Gets  into  a  oar  with  a  man.  You  run  into  a  problem 
of  evidence,  as  to  whether  or  not  she  really  was  going  along 
with  this  willingly,  and  then  it  either  got  out  of  hand  or 
she  didn't  receive  the  benefits  she  thought  she  was  going  to 
receive,  or  what  have  you.  You  know,  it's  not  unusual,  for 
example,  to  find  cases  where  the  woman  is  picked  up  in  a  bar, 
and  so  forth  and  so  on.  And  the  —  goes  with  the  man,  Invites 
him  in  her  apartment  or  vice  versa,  and  then  the  whole  thing 
gets  out  of  hand.  Actually,  legally  that's  rape  if  she  says 
no,  that's  supposed  to  mean  no.  But  on  the  other  hand,  it  becom 
becomes  a  very  difficult  matter  to  prove  from  an  evidentialy 
point  of  view,  because  she  put  herself  there  voluntarily,  and 
she  got  herself  to  a  certain  point,  so  it  becomes,  really,  a 
difficult  matter  to  prove. 

In  cases  where  somebody  is  Just  plain  snatched  and  raped, 
that's  much  easier.  I  had  one  case,  howerer,  where  a  young 
girl  and  her  girl  friend  accepted  a  ride  as  they  were  leaving 
a  novie  theater,  which  is  not  a  good  beginning  in  order  to 
prove  up  a  rape  case.  But  in  this  case,  there  was  absolutely 
no  question  about  it,  because  after  the  two  brothers  loft  the 
birl  friend  off,  they  not  only  raped  the  girl,  but  they  chocked 
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Watson i   the  railroad  tracks,  and  abandoned  the  oar.  She  required  a 

surgical  repair,  so  I'd  say  that  was  a  pretty  convincing  rape 

to  ausault 
case,  in  addition,  of  course, /with  intent  to  oom&tt  nurder, 

kidnapping,  and  a  few  other  charges.  But  there  is  a  case 
where  the  girl  voluntarily  did  get  into  the  car  for  a  ride 
hone,  but  not  realizing  the  horrible  consequences. 

Crawleyi   Do  you  find  that  women  lawyers  come  to  the  court  room  more  or 
less  prepared  than  their  male  counterparts? 

Watson:   I  don't  really  feel  that  I  see  enough  women  lawyers  to  make  a 
fair  comment  about  that.  Insofar  as  the  ones  with  the  public 
agencies,  and  that's  where  I  really  see  the  most  of  them,  and 
I'm  referring  to  the  DA's  office,  the  PDfs  office,  the  city 
attorney's  office,  I  would  say  that  at  least  on  the  Municipal 
Court  level,  it's  about  the  same.  La  other  words,  there  are 
some  good  ones  and  some  mediocre  ones,  and  some  kind  of  poor 
ones. 

Now,  with  relation  to  the  lawyers  in  private  practice, 
I  think  I  would  have  to  say  that  the  women  are  perhpas  — 
there  are  not  as  many  good  women,  even  proportionately,  as 
there  are  good  men*  But  I  think  that  that  is  perhaps  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  haven't  had  as  much  opportunity.  Every 
woman  is  not  suited  for  the  court  room.  And,  may  I  say,  neihher 
are  all  male  lawyers,  either.  I  have  seen  a  lot  of  male  lawyers 
In  the  court  room  who  do  not  belong  in  the  court  room.  But, 
I  don't  think  thfct  proportionately  there  arc  as  many  good 
women  in  the  private  practice  of  law  in  the  court  room  as 
there  are  good  men. 

Crawleyi  How  do  you  think  the  walls  can  be  broken  down  and  more  women 
can  be  pushed  into  vrhat  have  been  labled  male  professions? 
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Us  on  t     11,  I  don't  know  that  I  think  they  should  be  pushed  Into 

anything.  I  would  like  to  see  the  attitude  be  more  one  that 
they  are  as  freely  permitted  to  go  into  whatever  legitimate 
role  they  nay  choose.  I  would  hope  that  the  result  of  Women's 
Lib  is  not,  however,  to  make  women  feel  like  there's  something 
sort  of  below  par  to  follow  the  traditional  pursuits  of 
honemaking  and  raising  a  family,  and  pwzsuiiis,  if  they 
have  the  inclination  and  desire  to  do  so,  charl table  parsuits 
or  various  other  things.  I  would  Just  like  to  see  it  a  matter 
of,  you  know,  individual  determination.  I  do  think,  however, 
that  it  would  be  desireable  if  counselors  in  the  certainly 
at  least  as  low  as  the  high  school  level,  gave  girls  who  career 
appear  to  have  a  talent  aid  ability  and  brains,  drive,  or 
whatever,  to  go  into  certain  things  —  at  least  encouragement 
to  look  Into  them.  Bather  than,  perhaps,  what  the  past  atti 
tude  has  been  which  is  a  sort  of, "well,  that's  not  for  you," 
kind  of  thing.  In  other  words,  I  think  they  should  Just  treat 
then  as  people,  and  for  those  who  show  the  interest  and  ability, 
and  whatever1  s  necessary  for  certain  areas,  1  think  they  should 
receive  the  same  encouragement  that  the  boys  do.  But  I  don't 
think  that  we  ought  to  let  the  pendulum  swing  the  other  way  and 
make  every  girl  feel  like  she's  a  failure  if  she  doesn't  feel 
like  she  wants  to  get  out  int  the  wide  business  world,  or 
into  some  very  demanding  type  of  career,  because  that's  Just  not 
right  for  every  woman. 

Crawley:   Jud^e  Watson,  how  did  you  decide  to  run  for  superior  Court? 

Wat  son  i   Well,  although  I  was  appointed  by  Governor  Reagan,  I  had  hopes 
that  with  experience  I  would  be  elevated,  and  I  know,  for 
example,  because  I've  received  copies  of  letters  that  have  been 
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Wat  son  i   written  on  my  own  behalf,  that  I  have  had  some  very  fine 

recornoidr.tlons,  and  I  believe  I  have  established  a  much  better 
than  average  reputation  as  a  Judge,  and  I'm  quite  willing  to  hav 
Inquiries  of  the  district  attorneys  or  public  defenders,  or 
private  counsel,  or  what  have  you  in  that  regard.  But  the 

governor's  record,  while  it  has  not  been  bad  over  all  in  appolntJW 
kronen  to  lower  courts  —  for  example  Municipal  Court  —  has  been 

->oor  so  far  as  appointing  then  to  the  Superior  Court.  The 
governor  has  had  littrally  dozens  and  dozens  and  dozens  of 
Superior  Court  appointments  since  he  took  office,  and  to  my 
knowledge,  he  has  appointed  exactly  one  woman  to  the  Superior 

Court  statewide,  and  that  was  Judge  Elizabeth  Zeigler,  who  had 

r?n  on  the  bench  more  than  nineteen  years,  and  co4iniden tally 
is  attorney  general's  sister-in-law.  So  it  appeared  to  be  a 
very  discouraging  prospect,  or  appears  to  be  a  very  dis- 
cour-  '   prospect  for  a  woman  to  be  appointed  to  the  Superior 
Court. 

The  other  thing  in  my  own  particular  case  which  might 
be  a  liability  as  far  as  my  being  appointed  to  the  Superior 
Court  is  the  fact  that  my  husband  is  a  public  official,  and 
rlgh  at  this  time,  although  he  is  in  a  nonpartlsan  office,  I 
think  it  Is  generally  1m own  that  he  is  a  Republican,  but  right 
at  this  time  he  has  his  tax  initiative  going,  and  of  course,  the 
"ovcmor  has  his  tax  reform  going,  and  so  there's  some  conflict 
there,  so  that  may  be  another  problem.  But  that  is  the  reason — 
really  is  because,  you  know,  one  appoint  out  of  the  —  well 
in  this  county  alone,  there  have  been  twenty-seven  entirely  new 
Superior  Court  Judicial  offices  created  in  the  last  several 
years,  in  addition  to  all  of  those  that  have  beoome  vacant  by 
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:so:u       attrition.     And  yet,   as  I  say,   there's  only  been  I  think  one 
woman  statewide.     And  there  have  been  a  couple  of  women  who 
held  Judicial  offices  and  have  either  retired,   or,   for 
example,   Judge  Shirley  Eufstedler,  who  was  on  the  District 
Court  of  Appeals,   was  appointed  to  the  federal  bench,   and 
she  was  replaced  with  a  man.     :  OT:,    I  don't  believe  in  quota 
systems,    I  don't  think  there  Hhould  be  er  number  of  women 
Judges  or  x  nunber  of  tolack   judges  or  Jc^riLsh  Judges,   or 
Catholic   Judcos,   or  whatehave  you,   but  I  do  feel  that  in  view 
of  many  women  who  are  sittinc  on  municipal  benches  and  have 
been  for  many  years,   and  leaving  me  out  of  it,   there  are  at 
least  three  others  on  our  local  bench  that  I  think  are  really 
quite  outstanding  Judges,   and  ttteyhavc  sono  nuoh  lesser  lights 
fron  the  local  bench  that  have  been  elevated.     And  therefore, 
I  do  feel  that  the  Governor  has  nottbeoghbs  fair  in  the 
elevation  of  uonen  to  higher  court  posts  as  he  might  have  been. 
And  that's  the  reason  since  there  was  an  open  office  I  decided 
to  run. 
Crawleyi     Thank  you  very  much. 
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WOMEN  IN  POLITICS 


Interview  with 

Mrs.  Janet  West,  Board  of  Education  Member 
Santa  Barbara,  California 


By  Christine  Crawley 
May  20,  1*72 


WOMEN  IN  POLITICS  -  AN  INTERVIEW  WITH  JANET  WEST 


Interviewer  -  Christine  Crawley 
May  20,  1972 


Crawley:     Mrs.  West,  what  public  office  do  you  now  hold? 

West:        I'm  the  member  of  the  Santa  Barbara  City  Schools  Board  of 

Education.  That  happens  to  be  a  board  that  is  a  joint  board, 
and  we  serve  on  an  elementary  board  and  also  a  high  school 
bond,  butt«Sb«enot  unified. 

Crawley:     How  many  years  have  you  held  this  office? 

West:        Approximately  five  years. 

Crawley:      Is  that  the  beginning  of  the  second  term? 

West:        Yes,  I  stood  for  office  last  April.  July  1st  of  last  year... 
the  beginning  of  May,  the  second  term. 

Crawley:      How  did  you  reach  the  decision  to  run  for  the  office? 

West:        Well,  it's  always  quite  tempting  to  try  again.  My  first  term 
I  was  appointed  member  of  the  board  and  I  hadn't  really  stood 
for  the  public  to  vote  on  me,  and  I  fidbt  think  that  part  swayed 
me  a  little  bit.  Plus  the  fact  that  three  or  four  members  of 
the  community  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  run. 

Crawley:     What  was  your  background,  that  you  felt  qualified  you  for  this 
position? 

West:        I  guess,  in  my  own  mind  I  was  rather  hesitant  about  whether  or 
not  I  was  qualified  for  the  position,  but  I  felt  very  strongly 
at  the  time  that  I  was  approached  to  fill  the  expired  tffiU* 
that  the  board  needed  younger  people  who  had  children  in  the 
school,  and  at  that  time  the  board  was  mostly  made  up  of  people 
whose  children  had  grown  and/or  had  no  children. 
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West: 


Cravley: 
West: 


Crawley : 
West: 


Cravley : 
West: 


And  I  had  on  several  occasslons  talked  to  people,  young 

businessmen  In  town,  trying  to  get  them  interested  because 

I  felt  that  the  board     had  ^FDWfEDtttfi  theory  so  much,   that 

when  I  was  approached  to  fill  this  position  I  felt    almost, 

a  duty  to  do  that. 

Were  you  the  first  woman  to  be  on  the  board  in  Santa  Barbara? 

No,  in  fact  Santa  Barbara  has  traditionally  had  a  token  woman,  I  guess, 

on  the  board.  We  now  have  two  women  on  the  board,  which  is 

^uite  different  for  Santa  Barbara.  But  we've  had  for  years,  in 

fact  the  position  I  was  filling  was  a  woman's  position  and  they 

wanted  to  fill  it  with  a  woman. 

hew  has  your  education  helped  you? 

1  don't  know  that  it  has,  particularly.  Because  I  didn't  take 

any  politic  a  13C  (foi&fses  or  anything  in  the  economic  line,  I 

was  a  physical  education  major.  Then  1  went  on  to  U.C.L.A. 

and  majored  in  physical  therapy.  But  I've  always  been  Interested 

in  children  and  I  have  children  of  my  own  and  1  do  take  a  number 

of  education  courses  and  psychology  courses  and  I  think  my 

interest  in  children  is  what's  helped  me  most. 

u0*e*>uf&H+  Of 

W41i  yeu  write  in  your  analysis  the  qualifications  needed? 
Yes,  I  think  so.  Because  I  feel  that  a  board  serves  as  a  body, 
and  you  have  to  think  of  that  when  you're  sitting  on  a  board. 
You're  not  an  individual  when  you're  up  there.  You're  an  individual 
when  you're  out  during  the  week  looking  around,  making  decisions 
and  trying  to  come  to  conclusions.  But  when  you'getup,  and  it's 
the  meeting  night,  and  you're  matting  there,  then  you  feel  like 
you're  a  body.anlhe  five  people  come  together  and  your  thoughts 
try  to  balance  and  there's  alot  of  matter  of  compromise  and  decision 
making.  So  I  think  that  my  particular  strengths  on  the  board, 
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West:  I  think  that  each  person  bring*   their  strengths  and   personalities, 

that  makes   kind  of  a  conglomerate. 

My  strengths  have  been  an  interest  in  children.     I'd  go 
out  and  visit  schools  and  I'd   look  at  what's   happening  in  the 
classroom,   and  I'd  talk  to  teachers  and  I'd  talk  to  children, 
and  I'd  see  the  actual  facilities.     And  when  I  cone,   I  think 
that  those  impressions  help  the  other  board  members  make  up 
their  minds.     And  each  board  member  has  a  strength  that  they 
contribute  to  the  final  decision  to  be  made. 

So,  yes,   I  feel  that  my  interest  in  children  has,  you 
know,    lent  strength  to  the  board. 

Crawley:         Do  the  other  board  members  go  out  to  the  schools  and  visit  the 
schools  and  talk  to  the  children  and  talk  to  the  teachers? 

West:  The  other  woman  does,   and  I  think  that  that's  helped   the  board. 

You  know,    instead  of  one^fifth  of  us  doing  it. 

The  men  generally  do  not  have  the  time  during  the  day. 
Very  few  of  the  bbard  members   that  have  served  during  my 
experience  here   in  Santa  Barbara,  have  really  had  the  time 
to  go  out  and  do  that  type  of  visiting.     They  may  visit  facilities, 
or  look  at  a  building  thatsnearing  completion  or  this   type  of 
of  more  fiscal  approach  to  it,   but  not  particularly  t 
approach. 

Crawley:         Do  you  think  the  board  would  be  better  if  about  five  of  you 
had  a  good   look  at  the  curriculum...? 

West:  I'm  not  sure  because  the  board  can't  place  all  their  decisions 

on  just  that  one  side  of  the  coin,   so  to  speak,    because  ve  do 
operate  under  policy  and  we  do  operate  within  a   budget  and  you 
know... so,    it's  always   been  a  good  balance   to  have  someone 


West:       on  the  board  that's  particularly  strong  in  labor  feelings 

for  instance,  and  somfebody  who  JsstronfiX  fiscal  matters, 
that  can  guide  the  other  board  members  through  you  know, 
budget  decisions.  And  I  think  it's  better  if  the  board  is 
balanced  that  way  as  most  boards  are,  I  think. 

Cvavley:    In  your  experience,  do  you  think  that  women  are  considered 
qualified  as  board  members? 

West:       Yes,  definitely.  And  women  are  gaining,  let  me  add,  in  the 
more  recent  school  board  meetings  that  I've  attended  through 
the  state  and  the  nation,  women  are  gaining  more  seats  con 
tinually  on  school  boards. 

I  think  it's  a  very  healthy  thing.  There  nave  been 
boards,  as  in  Santa  Barbara,  that  have  traditionally  had 
a  woman.  And  many  of  those  now  have  two  women  or  three 
women.  Out  city  college  board  an  has  three  women  on  the 
board  now,  out  of  a  seven-member  board.  And  another  small 
school  district  here  in  the  area,  has  three  women  out  of 
five  members. 

This  is  true  all  over  the  country.  I  think  that  people 
are  beginning  to  put  more  trust  in  the  women  making  thtft  type 
of 'decision,  than  they  did  even  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago. 

Crawley:    Do  you  think  (hat  the  board  of  education  would  be  an  easy 
field  for  women  to  penetrate? 

West:      Yes,  quite  easy.  They  stand  up  in  recent  elections  here,  in 
this  county  for  instance,  the  women  who  are  attracted  to  that 
type  of  position  find  it  I  think,  quite  a  fair  competition, 
so  to  speak.  One  or  two  >ut  of  nine  candidates,  and  they 
come  out  the  winner  very  frefuently.  Now,  I  don't  know  if 


West:      It's  because  many  of  the  groups  they  speak  to  seem  to  have 
a  predominance  of  women  in  the  audience,  because  they  speak 
in  front  of  P.T.A.'s  and  the  league  of  women  voters  and  this 
type  of  organization  that's  interested  in  school  board  elections. 
And  I  think  the  women  come  over  very  strong.  Most  of  them  have 
done  their  homework,  they  are  familiar  with  the  districts' 
problems  and  they  speak  very  knowledgeable  when  they  get  up, 
and  I  think  people  judge  them  on  their  knowledge  and  their 
interest. 

Crawley:    In  campaigning,  did  you  have  any  problem  or  did  you  experience 
that  the  people  that  you  talked  to  were  very  interested  in 
you  and  what  you  said? 

West:      It  was  a  hard  campaign.  The  three  incumbents  were  running, 
and  then  there  were  six  other  people  from  the  community  who 
were  also  hoping  to  unseat  oneor  the  other  of  us  for  various 
reasons.  It  was  a  ve*£  hard  campaign.  But  I  felt  confident,  I  think, 
the  whole  time,  and  all  three  incumbents  were  returned  by  slight 
margins,  not  overwhelming. 

Cvvwley:    Was  it  difficult  for  you,  inttraas  of  time  evergy  and  money? 

West:      Yes. 

Crawley:    Could  you  go  into  that? 

West:      Well,  I  think  the  whole  job  is  more  time  consuming  than  I 

was  originally  let  to  believe  by  people  that  I  had  talked  to, 
by  people  that  had  urged  me  to  accept  the  appointment  originally, 
five  years  ago.  They  indicated,  and  this  is  true,  that  the  board 
meets  twice  a  month  and  usually  it's  for  three  or  four  hours, 
although  we've  had  a  number  of  very  difficult  problems  in  the 
last  five  years,  and  there  have  been  some  really  long  meetings 
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West:      vhere  we've  gone  to  til  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
And,  but  on  top  of  that  you  have  a  number  of  committee  type 
meetings,  and  you  get  involved  in  supplementary  type  activities 
that  you  don't  even  think  about.  The  employee's  organisation 
is  having  a  barbeque  for  instance,  Sunday,  and  they  send  you 
a  complementary  ticket,  ««*•**•' 3,  they  supported  you  In  the 
campaign,  and  it's  sort  of  politically  nice  if  I  go  and  make 
an  appearance.  Or,  one  of  the  schools  is  having  a  concert  or 
some  type  of  a  show,  I  get  it  out  in  the  mail  and  I  find  my 
book  filling  out  on  a  lot  of  these  little  things  where  they 
would  like  you  to  make  an  appearance.  They  would  like  to  have  a 
board  member  to  show  an  interest.  I  feel  a  great  trust  that 
those  things  are  important  to  the  teachers  and  the  other 
people  in  the  community. 

So,  I  find  that  I  do  a  great  number  of  those  things. 
Plus,  the  fact  that  in  order  to  make  a  really  intelligent 
decision  when  the  board  meeting  comes,  it  takes  a  lot  of 
digging.  And  you  have  to  go  to  the  central  office  ancF^afk 
to  the  business  manager  or  the  personnel  director  or  the 
person  in  curriculum  and  really  dig  into  some  of  the  background 
if  you're  going  to  understand  what  the  real  problem  is,  rather 
than  just  always  accepting  the  superintendent's  recommendation, 
which  is  this  or  that,  and  that's  always  printed  in  our  agenda. 
But  sometimes  you  have  questions,  and  those  questions  should 
be  answered. 

So,  you  can  put  in  twelve  hours  a  day,  five  days  a  weak, 
on  the  job  if  you  have  the  time. 

Crawley:    Is  there  a  difference  between  the  amount  of  homework  that  you1 
do  than  men  do,  you  said  you  did  an  awful  lot  of  digging? 
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Craw  ley:    Do  you  find  that  your  male  counterparts  on  the  board  do  as 

ouch? 

West:  No,   in  particular,   the  people  that  are  aerving  right  now, 

I  don't  believe  do  nearly  as  much.     The  other  woman  and  I 
have  both  talked  about  this  frequently.     We  find  that  we're 
both  just  overwhelmed  with  numbers  of  things  to  do  and  our 
books   fill  up  and  we're  running  and  we  have  families.     We 
both  seem  to  be  the  same  type  of  person.     We  feel  a  great 
sense  of  responsibility  of  duty  and  that  drives  us   to  do 
it. 

Now,  many  times,   one  particular  man  on  the  board  comes 
to  the  meeting  and  his  agenda  obviously  hasn't  even  been 
opened,   I  men,   juu  IUIUM,  when  he  pulls   it  out  of  the  vanilla 
envelope,   it's  quite,   obvious  to  me,  when  I'm  sitting  next 
to  him,  he  has  no  marginal  notes,   the  pages  are  clean  and 
their* not  folded  over.     And  that  means  that  he  hasn't  even 
opened  his  agenda  from  the   {time  he  received   it  Monday  evening 
n  the  time  of  the  meeting  on  Thmsday.     And  on  several 
occasfions  he  has   even  forgotten  to  bring  his  agenda,  so 
he  has  to  borrow  either  my  agenda  or  somebody's  so  he  can 
conduct  the  meeting,   be cease  he  happens   to  be  the  president 
of  the  board. 

Now,   to  me  that  is  not  doing  your  homework.     You  should 
at   least  be  familiar  with  whats   on  the  agenda  for  that  weekly  meeting. 
And  on  top  of  that,   there  may  be  three  items  that  you'll  went 
to  inquire  into,   as   few  as  three,   I  would  say,  sometimes  more. 
•Jl'u  u   ltti>U...it  bothers  me  because  I  feel  that  if  all  five 
of  the  board  members  did  their  share,   my  job  would  be  reduced 
by  probably  three-fifths. 
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Crawley:         At  the  beginning  of  your  term,   how  were  you  received  by  your 
fellow  board  members? 

West:  Very  well.     I  think  the  board  members,  when  I  joined  the  board, 

two  of  them  had   been  on  for  long  periods  of  time,   and  they  were 
the  two  that  had  interviewed  me  as  a  committee  of  two  who  tried 
to  find  somebody  to  fill  a  vacancy.     They  seemed  quite  pleased 
with  my  qualifications  and  my  attitude  and  my  personality. 
However,   they  admonished  me  that  I  wouldn't  know  very  much 
about  the  business,   anl°the  wisest  thiAg  for  me  to  do  would 
be  to  sit  and   listen  and  not  ask  too  many  questions  at  first. 
And  certainly  one  point  that  was  very  important  to  them,  was 
don't  talk  too  much  because  the  previous  woman  had  been  a 
great  talker,   they  felt,  and  had  taken  up  so  much  time,  and 
they  liked  the  meeting  to  move... you  know,   just  right  along 
so  they  could... and   they  did,    they  watched   their  clocks  and 
would  set  a  time  limit  at  two  and  a -ha If  hours  and  thtmgx  business 
got  done   in  two  and  a-khlf  hours,   so,   I  did,    pretty  much,   just 
sit  and   listen  for  the  first  few  months.     But  I  didn't  neglect 
to  contribute  when  I  felt  I  had  something  and  I'd  certainly 
ask  questions  when  I  W&  I  didn't  understand   it.     So,   I'm  not 
sure  that  I  lived  up  to  their  great  hopes,   but  I  think  I'm 
a  good  school  board  member  because  of  that. 

Crawley:         That  sounds  as   if  they  were  expecting  someone  that  didn't  think, 
and  therefore  didn't  talk. 

West:  Look,   I'll  tell  you  the  truth.     I  was  about  the  darkest  horse 

that  anybody  ever  found  to  sit  on  a  board.     At  the  time,  Mrs.    Nadel, 
who  was   the  previous  school  board  member,   she  had  i  run  for 
election,    it  was  a  six-year  term  at  that  time  and   it's  now  been 
reduced   to  four-year  terms   by  the  way,   and  when  she  had  served 
two  years,   her  husband  was  tranferred  to  Washington  D.C.   and 
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West:       ahe,  of  course,  wanted  to  join  him  there. 

So,  the  board  was  faced  with  an  appointment.  And  there 
had  just  been  an  election,  just  prior  to  that  time.  Or  maybe 
it  was  when  Mrs.  Nadel  ran,  anyway,  it  was  quite  a  hotly 
contested  election  and  there  had  been  two  sjomen  who  had 
showed  an  interest  in  it,  for  that  position,  and  were  both 
defeated. 

Now,  one  woman  was  a  very  liberal  type  person,  politically, 
and  was  backed  by  that  element  in  the  community  and  the  other 
woman  was  just  the  opposite.  A  conservative  person  and  was 
very  eagerly  backed  by  those  people  in  the  community. 

So,  those  two  women  and  their  backers  started  really 
hasseling  the  board.  Those  oeople  had  stood  for  the  election 
and  had  showed  an  interest  and  had  come  quite  close  to  winning. 
So,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  board  to  appoint  •<»!••*  one  or  the 
other  of  those  women,  which  weald  have  been  a  very  poor  move 
politcally.   And  they  were  difficult  people,  I'm  sure,  to  work 
with.  They  would  have  felt  a  great  deal  of,  that  they  would 
have  to  vote  the  way  the  backing  felt. 

So,  they  were  lookingfor  somebody  who  was  middle-of-the- 
ground.   And  someone  that  was  relatively  neutral  in  the 
community.   I  seemed  to  fill  the  bill.   I  had  served  on  some 
citizen's  committees  that  had  worked  for  thi3board  on  various 
problems,  and  evidently  had  done  an  adequate  job.   I  was 
relatively  unknown  in  the  community  and  had  no  quality  k  as 
far  as  my  political  leadings. 

And,  in  fact,  after  my  appointment  was  announced,  I 
received  two  phone  calls  within  twenty  minutes  of  each  other. 
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West:  The  first  one  was   from  a  nan  in  the  community  that  I  had 

knew  his   name,    but  nothing  particularly  about  him,   and  he 
told  ae  that  he  was  delighted  with  my  appointment  because 
he  had  inquired  around  and  found  that  I  was  a  very  good 
liberal  and   they  were  just  delighted  that  I  was  appointed 
to  the  board.     And  I  hung  up  and  very  soon  got  autfcu  phone 
call  from  another  man,  who  I  had  met  socially  and  did  know 
just  slightly  and  he  told  me  how  very  delighted  he  was  to 
get  a  good,   staunch  conservative  on  the  board  for  a  change. 

So,    that  just  demonstrates  how  really  unknown  I  was. 
Crawley:          How  did  you  get  along  with  the  staff  in  the  beginning? 
West;  Very  good,    I  would  say.      I  think  my  relationship  with  the 

staff,    right  from  the  very  beginning  has   been  excellent. 
I  have  a  great  feeling  that  everyone  on  the  central  adminis 
trative  staff  and  the  ones   that  I've  contacted   in  the  schools, 
the  teachers,    the  janitors,  you  name  it,    I  think  they  really 
like  me  and   they  really  like  the  way  that  I  conduct  myself. 
I  think  most  segments  have  disagreed  with  certain  decisions 
that  I've  made,    but   it's  never  interfemtfd  with  our  kind  of 
personal  relationship  that  I  feel.     And  you  know,   they're 
very  friendly  and  I  have  a  good  rapport.     It's   probably  been 
because  I  do  make  an  effort  and  do  get  to  some  of  these  social 
functions   that  I've  told  you  about. 

The  C.S.E.A,  which  is   the  Classified  School  Employees 
Association  here  in  town,   reguAArly  hat  little  social  events, 
and  I  seem  to  be  the  only  board  member  that  shows   up.      But, 

they  go,   for  instance,    to  the  Dodger's   game  once  a  year  and 
rent  a  bus,   and   they  always   invite  me  and  ask  me  if  I'd   like 
to  go.     I'm  not  really  sure  if  the  other  board  members  are 
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West:  invited.     But  I  try  to  go  when  I  can,   and  they  seem  to  be 

Just  delighted  that  I  would  make  that  effort  to  go  down  and 
drink  a  beer  on  the  bus  and  buy  a  hot  dog  and  go  to  the 
Dodger's  game  with  them.     They  do  invite  me  to  a  lot  of 
those  things . 

Crawley:         Is   the  president  of  the  board  elected  by  the  other  board 
members ? 

West:  Yes.     Yearly.     We  have  an  organizational  board  meeting  and 

that  is   the  first  meeting  in  July.     At  that  time  we  elect 

chairman  president 

our  axuiUHZ,   our  nbtzxmn  and  BHX  vice-president  to  serve 

in  his  absence,  and  we  appoint  one  of  the  members  to  serve 

as  a  representative  to  elect  our  representatives  to  the 

county  conmitteioif  school  district  reorganization,  which 

is  a  real  drop.     And   let's  see,  what  other  jobs  do  we  do,.. 

Oh,  we  announce  when  our  meeting  dates  will  be  and  we  just 

take  care  of  general  business  and  it's  called  our  organizational 

meeting. 

Crawley:    Is  there  any  chance  that  you  will  be  elected  president  next 
year?  Or  in  the  near  future? 

West:      I  don't  believe  so.  I  served  last  year  as  president  and  I 
found  that  it  took  a  great  deal  of  my  time.  And  I've  made 
kind  of  a  commitment  to  myself  and  my  family  that  I  will  try 
to  curtail  my  activities  beginning  right  away.  I  am  looking 
for  permanent  employment  and  although  I  haven't  found  anything 
right  away,  I  feel  very  positive  about  it  and  I  think  that 
type  of  activity  would  maybe  cut  down  some  of  this  volunteer 
work  a  little  bit. 

Crawley:    Does  this  interfere  directly  with  your  family  life? 


. 
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West:      Yea,  it  does.  I'm  divorced  and  have  been  for  three  years. 
And  I  think  that  probably  BJTXR  although  my  school  board 
activities  did  not  directly  cause  the  divorce,  it  certainly 
was  a  contributing  factor  in  my  mind  to  make  feel  that  there 
were  other  activities  that  I  could  do  besides  just  being 
a  housewife  and  a  motherthis  type  of  thing,  and  I  think 
that  it  probably  was  a  contributing  factor  in  our  breakup, 
as  far  as  my  husbands  feelings,  ^•ahaUy. 

Crawley:    Do  you  think  that  your  status  in  the  community  and  your 
individuality  was  a  threat  to  your  husband? 

West:      Yes,  I  do.  That  was  kind  of  an  awakening  for  me  because 

it  surprised  me,  in  a  way,  I  had  gotten  into  it  with  his 

(I  thought) 
bleassing  and  with  his  support  and  I  did  get  a  great  deal 

of  support  from  him  the  first  year  or  two,  but  I  think  it 

was  a  threat  to  him  to  see  me  making  decisions  and  contributing 

in  a  way  that  directly  threatened  his  masculinity. 

Crawley:          He  would  never  then  go  in  for  the  type  of  Swedish  type-run 
household,  where  he  would  do  some  of  the  child-rearing  and 
some  of  the  dishwashing  and  you  would  do  some  of  the  outside 
work,   and  trade-off  and  whoever  was  needed  when  would  do  it? 

West:  Well,  we  always  worked  quite  well  together.     I  don't  think 

it  was   that  so  much.     He  was  quite  busy,   he  still  is.     He's 
an  attorney  and  had  his   practice  to  build  and  we  understood 
that.     It  was  more  subtle  than  that,   I  think.     I  don't  think 
he  really  objected  to  being  home  at  night,   if  I  was  at  a 
meeting,  with  the  children.     Or,  -yuu  tuiuiii,   fixing  the  dinner, 
if  it  needed  to  be  that  way,  which  usually  didn't  happen. 
But  it  was  a  more  subtle  type  of  thing  than  that.     It  wasn't 
the   little  nitty  gritty  things,   it  was  on  a  deeper  level, 
I'm  quite  sure  -  a  more  psychological  level. 
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Crawley: 

• 


West: 
Crawley: 
West: 
Crawley: 

West: 


It  was  definitely  a  threat  to  his  masculinity  that  you  were 

an  individual... 

Yes  ... 

And  could  live  by  yourself... 

Yes  .  .  . 

In  your  public  sessions,  is  there  an  accepted  way  to  act, 

which  one  has  to  learn? 

Yes.  There  is.  For  instance,  we  had  a  very  difficult  meeting 

the  past  Thursday,  yesterday,  no....  and  I  think  that  each  one 

of  the  board  members  made  a  commitment  to  themselves  and  possibly 

even...  well,  I  made  a  commitment  to  the  other  woman  board  member, 

and  she  did  to  me,  that  we  would  try  very  hard  to  conduct  our 

selves  in  a  professional  manner  because  we  knew  how  easily 

we  could  lose  our  temper  from  the  types  of  things  that  wefe 

being  talked  about  in  the  community.  We  had  been  accused  of 

several  rather  immoral  practices.  Gush  aa  uukiiift  up  ea»  Mfcud 


...  People  in  the  community  had  indicated  that  perhaps 
that  we  had  come  to  a  decisions  before  the  board  meeting,   and 
we  objected   to  that.     We  hadn  t  made  any  decisions.     These 
types   of  things  tendtfeo  irritate  us,   and  I  have  a  quick  temper 
and  the  other  woman  does  and  I  think  we  felt  that  we  couldn't 
snap  back  at  the  people  and  we  must  sit  and   listen  and  talk 
their  comments   and   perhaps   innuendoes  and   perhaps  understand 
them  as   being  emotional  -type  things  and  that  we  shouldn't 
ourselves  contribute  to  the  emotional  quality  that  might 
com*  up  in  the  meeting.     So,  we  do  have  to  learn  when  to 
hold  our  temper  and  sometimes   I  find  myself  pretending  anger 
when  I  don't   feel  any  anger,    perhaps,   just  to  make  a  point. 
I  think  it's  a   little  different  than  the  usual  social  contacts 
you  have  with  these  people. 
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Crawley:         Did  the  other  board  members  actually  accuse  you  outright  of 

getting  together  with  Mrs.  Anderson  before  board  meetings. 
Vest:  No,    there  was   no  problem  there.      It  was   people  in  the  community 

that  felt  that  the  board  as  an  entirety  had  ra  made  up  their 
mind.     The  particular  problem  was  the  desegregation  of  Our 
schools  here  in  Santa  Barbara.     And  Mrs.  Anderson  and   I  had 
worked  together,  quite  a  bit,   because  we  felt  that  there  were 
probably  plans   that  we  hadn't  originally  thought  of.     So  we 


made  an  attempt  to  sit  down  and  try  to  cone  up  with  •< 
plans   of  our. own. 

This  seemed  to  antagonice  the  community  to  a  great  extent 
because  for  some  reason  they  felt  that  the  school  board  member 
should  not  be  that  involved   in  school  business.     You  know,    they 
should  come  to  school  board  meetings  and   take  suggestions   from 
the  community  or  the  administration  and  this   is  what  we  usually 
do  on  items.     We  don't  generally  make  our  own  plans  and  taing 
them  to  a  board  meeting  and  say  "Here  we've  written  a  budget", 
or  "We've  designed  a  policy,   and  here  it  is",   and  ask  the  other 
board  members   to  accept   it.      I  think  that  the  people  in  the 
community  felt  that  we  had  delt  them  a    low  blow  by  doing  this 
kind  of  work  and  they  felt  very  threatened  that  school  board 
cumbers  had  done  this.      I  really  don't  understand  why 


Oi?a»leji          rniiillil.iQ   i»miinl... 

West:  Because  we  felt  we  were  really  doing  our  job  as   board  members 

to  try  to  solve  a  very  difficult  problem  that  we  felt  tkm  that 
there  were  a  number  of  people  in  the  community  that  felt  that 
the  problem,    if  it  existed  at  all,   and  a   lot  of  them  thought 
there  was  no  problem  there,   certainly  could  either  be   ignored, 


West: 


or  put  off  to  a   later  date,  and  they  really  didn't  want  a 

wt 


Cravley: 


West: 
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solution.     And  the  other  people  sEIs  felt  that,  yes,   there 
was  a  problem  and  a  solution  should  come,   but  it  shouldn't 
be  by  school  board  members,   that  school  board  members  shouldn't 
be   involved  in  the  solution-making,    Just  in  the  decision* 
making. 

Did  you  and  Mrs.   Anderson  come  ••  a  solution  for  the  desegre- 
gjtionaof  the  Santa  Barbara  schools? 

Yes,  we  presented  a  plan... This   is  what  really  stood  everybody 
up.      Because  we  felt  that  we  had  dragged  out  feet  as  a   board 
for  a  number  of  years  and  we  really  hadn't  done  anything. 
We  had  adopted  a  master  plan  several  years  ago,    in  1968  I 
believe,   and  that  master  plan  had  sort  of  gotten  buried  under 
a   lot  of  other  business.     And  we  really  hadn't  implemented  the 
items  we  said  we  would  by  a  certain  date.     So,  we  went  back 
and  started   looking  at  the  master  plan,   and  while   looking 
at   it  we  decided   that  maybe  it  wasn't  the  best  plan,    for 
desegregation  at   least.     The   financial  and  housing  portions 
seemed  to  be  good  but  it  didn't  really  do  the  job  in  desegre 
gating  the  elementary  schools. 

So,  we  sat  down  one  day  with  some  maps  and  scraps  of  paper 
and  tried  to  design  something  new,   and  we  did.     We  came  up 
with  what  we  called,    "An  Expanded  Neighborhood  Concept",  and 
became  quite  excited  about  it  and  really  didn't  know  what 
to  do  zinutx  it  from  there.     So,  we  presented  it  to  the  director 
of  elementary  curriculum  and  he  in  turn  called   in  some  principles 
and  we  discussed   it.     Everyone  seemed  quite  excited. 

So  we  then  presented   it  to  the  board  as  an  alternative 
plan  for  them  to  think  about  and  study.     And  the  community 


. 
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West:       Just  came  down  around  our  ears  and  said  that  this  wasn't 

the  way  to  do  it  and  that  we'd  never  conducted  business  in 
this  way. 

So  we  then  appointed  a  large  citizens  committee  to  study 
alternative  plans  because  they  didn't  like  our  plan.  And  we 
said  all  right,  this  is  just  one  plan,  there  may  be  other  pi^n, 
»o,  study  and  maybe  other  people  will  submit  ideas. 

So,  this  is  what  happened,  and  in  fact  the  first  meeting 
that  they  held,  they  wrote  up  a  set  of  criteria.  And  they 
very  carefully  wrote  their  criteria,  and  this  was  a  measuring 
stick  that  all  plans  would  be  measured  by.  The  ^measuring 
that  they  designed  was  designed  in  such  a  way  that  our  plan 
would  be  automatically  excluded.  So,  we  decided,  O.K., 
we  sat  down  anddesigned  another  plan  that  would  qualify  under 
their  measuring  stick.  And  this  really  infuriated  them  then, 
you  know,  it  was  quite  a  terrible  thing. 

So  they  studied  all  the  plans  and  voted  ours  down  re 
soundingly  as  one  they  would  submit  to  the  board.  And  they 
finally  came  up  with  three  plans  that  they  felt  were  acceptable, 
none  of  which  Mrs.  Anderson  and  I  felt  would  be  acceptable  at 
all.  And  so  we  stt  down  again  with  some  additional  information 
that  had  just  come  in  tin  within  the  past  week  -  this  has  all 
happened  within  the  past  week  what  I'm  telling  you  kb  now. 

We  had  some  architects  figures,  finally,  on  one  of  our 
schools  that  we  have  to  rehabilitate  because  of  earthquake 
unsafety.  And  those  figures  came  in  at  such  a  high  point, 
three  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  in  order  to  rehabilitate 
that  school,  that  we  decided  that  probably  what  we  should  do 


. 


17 


West:  is  close  it  as  a  school.  So,  if  we  were  going  to  close  that 
school  wt  decided  that  we  would  look  again  at  another  way  of 
doing  it,  that  this  might  help  our  integration  problem. 

So,  we  in  fact  with  the  superintendent,  director  of 
curriculum  and  the  director  of  intergroup  relations,  five 
of  us  sat  down  and  designed  a  new  plan.  And  we  decided  we 
wouldn't  give  it  the  kiss  of  death  and  it  was  called  the 
"Administrative  Plan"  and  was  presented  by  the  superintendent 
and  our  names  were  never  attached  to  it.  But  it  was,  inffact, 
Mrs.  Anderson's  idea,  and  five  of  us  worked  it  out,  and  if 
this  ever  gets  out  in  the  community,  we're  dead. 

Crawley:    So,  this  is  passed  on  Thursday? 

Wes  t :      Yes . 

Crawley:         Do  you  have  any  problem  in  your  schools  with  sex  education? 

West:  No,  we  never  have   in  Santa  Barbara.     Santa  Barbara  has  had 

family  lif coeducation,   sex  education,    probably  as    long  as 
any  community  in  California.     We  go  back^ thirty  years, 
probably.      It's  developed  and  changed  over  the  years,    but 
probably  isn't  still  what  it  should  be.     We  never  gave  it 
any  more  emphasis  tfcxit  particularly  than  as   far  as   public, 
it's  EBxixBX  been  publicised  alot  and  we've  never  really  had 
anybody  tear  into  us.      It's   been  a  reallaccepted   part  of  our 
curriculum,    like  fire-prevention  or  reading  or  anything  and 
it  starts  at  kindergarten  and  goes   through  schools. 

Crawley:         Are  people  tearing  into  you  now  about  your  administrative 
plan? 

West:  Yes.9  there  was  a   lot  of  feeling  in  the  community  because  of 

the   lateness   of  this   particular  plan  and  the  fact  that  it 
hadn't  been  brought  to  this    large  committee.     They  had 
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West; 


Crawley: 
West: 
Crawley: 
West: 


finished  their  work  and  had  chosen  three  plans  and  then 
as  I  said,  the  unfortunate  incident  about  the  school  needing 
so  much  rehabilitation,  we  were  hoping  they  would  come  in 
at  a  much  lower  cost.  But  when  we  got  those  figures,  we 


that  we  had  a  new  piece  of  information,  a  new  fact 
that  was  unknown  when  the  committees  met. 

A  lot  of  people  in  the  community  took  the  tact  that 
there  had  been  something  underhanded  or  something  very  subtle 
going  on  all  this  time  and  that  we  had  in  fact  planned  the 
whole  thing  this  way.  That  the  committee  would  work  on  these 
plana  and  all  tie  time  we  would  work  on  something  secret 
and  we  would  come  in  at  the  last  minute  and  present  it. 
And  this  is  the  way  it  looked  to  people.  So  they  urged  us 
not  to  accept  that  plan  even  though  I  think  that  most  of 
them  felt  that  it  was  the  best  fc  plan  because  they  felt 
that  it  was  a  ft{/t^0R-   In  someway... 
Does  your  plan  involve  bussing? 
Yes,  it  will. 

Do  you  think  that  will  be  a  problem?  When  it  comes  time? 
Yes,  people  don't  like  that  word  particularly,  but  as  I 
pointed  at  out  at  Thursday's  meeting;  there's  a  Mr.  John  Ito 
who  works  for  the  Los  Angeles  County  Schools  in  a  capacity  of 
human  relations  person.  And  he  has  made  a  list  of  thirteen 
methods  of  defligregating  schools  and  you  know,  they're  all 
written  out.  Every  one  of  those  fourteen  ways  involves  some 
type  of  additional  bussing  to  a  community  and  what  you  have 
to  do  is  match  your  community  to  thtse  plans  and  try  to  come 
up  with  the  one  that  most  best  fits  your  community.  And  we 
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West:  of  course,   have  great  financial  problems   in  Santa  Barbara, 

and  this  administrative  plan  seems   to  be  the   least  amount 
of  bussing,  which  would  be  the  least  expensive  to  us.     It 
looks  now  like  it  will  run  around   ten  thousand  dollars  addi 
tional  bussing  to  our  *n  community.     The  other  plans   that 
we  had  figures  on  would  be  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand 
dollars  additional  bussing.     So,    that  was   one  big  consideration 
of  it. 

Crawley:  Do  you  find  that  the  books  used  in  the  Santa  Barbara  area 
classify  women  as  "nurse"  Nancy  and  not  "Doctor"  Nancy  in 
the  old  type  of  Dick  and  Jane  series? 

West:  I  think  we're  kind  of  getting  away  from  that  type  of  thing 

and  I  think  it's  a  date  push  as  much  as  anything.     I  don't 
know  whether  locally  we've  done  anything  fantastic  in  that 
area,   I  think  it's  Just  happening  every  place.     I  don't 
take  offense  by  those  things,    particularly. 

Crawley:          Getting  back  to  the  public  sessions   -  we  were  talking  about 
the  accepted  way  to  act  -  Do  you  think  that  the  accepted  way 
to  il  public  sessions   is  different  for  men  than  for  women? 

West:  Possibly,    few*     11U.   juu  kuun  -  I  don't  really  think  of  myself 

particularly  as  a  woman.     When  I'm  on  the  board,    neither  to 
I  think  of  the  men  amdmen,   particularly.     We're  Just  board 
members.      At   least  I  don't  have   in  my  mind  any  particular 
thing  that  I  couldn't  do  that  one  of  the  men  could»xlxtki« 
do  or  say. 

Crawley:         Do  you  think  then,   that  men  articulate  better  than  women,   or 
wome  '  better  than  men? 

West:  No.     I  think  the  two  women  on  our  board,   for  instance,   are 

the  more  articulate  than  any  of  the  men,   perhaps ,  with  maybe 


. 
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West:  the  exception  of  the  president.      He's  an  attorney  and   people 

donjt  always   understand  what  he  says,    la   the  big  problem. 
I  think  he  articulates  very  well,    but  he  doesn't  always  come 
across.      You  have  to  kind  of  annoy  him,    in  other  words.      He 
has  a  very  satirical  sens*  of  humour  and  some  people  are 
offended  by  it  because  they  don't  realise  he's  trying  to 
be  funny  and  they  think  he's   being  quite  critical   in  some 
of  his   statements,   when  he  really  is  quit*  a  gentle  man  and 
would  be  horrified  to  think  he  was   irritating  people.     I 
know  that  this   is   the  type  of  person  he   is.      But,   I  have   found 
out   in  the   last  few  weeks,    that  he  does   in  fact,    irritate 
people   because  they  feel  he's   being  very  subtle  -  giving  them 
a  subtle  put-down,   and  has  a  superior  feeling  that  comes 
across  to  the  audience  that  I  don't  get  at  all.      But  he's 
quite  articulate. 

And   the  other  two  men,   I  think  are  good  board  members, 
bul  lliey  I'uu'i  slusjs   -  sometimes  th*y  say  exactly  the  wrong 
thing  and   put  their  foot   in  their  mouths  and  do  on  many  occassions 

Crawley:         Do  men  seem  to  have  more  authority  because  they  have  deeper 
voices? 

West:  No.      In  fact,    it's  kind  of  funny,   but  our  president   is  a  very  - 

he  mumbles,    and  he  speaks  very  softly  and  his  voice   is  quit* 
low  and   in  a   large  meeting  such  aa  we  had  the  other  night,   In 
an  auditorium,   people  keep  yelling,    "We  can't  hear  you  -  we 
cantt  hear  you   -  we  can't  understand  you"  to  him.      And   then 
pretty  soon  someone  will  say,   "Let  Mra.  Weat  aay  what  you're 
trying  to  say"because  for  some  reason  my  voice  comes  across 
quite  well  on  the  microphone.      I  enunciate  quite  well,   I   think 
and   if  there's  something  to  read,  we'll  always  get  requests 
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West:  from  the  audience  that  I  read   it  so  everybody  understands   it 

because  Mrs.   Anderson's  voice  is  quite  high  and  doesn't  parti 
cularly  cone  through  on  the  Microphone  and  they  like  my  voice... 

Crawley:          Does   this    Insult  the  president? 

West:  I   think  it  embarrases  him,   terribly.     I  don't  think  it   insults 

him  particularly,  but  he  tries  very  hard  to  get  cloee  to  the 
microphone  and  hit  voice  is  low  and  it  just  sort  of  all  runs 
together.  It  embarrasses  bin  tertibly. 

Crawley:         Is  either  aex  acre  responsive  to  the  public***  to  the  staff? 

West:  I  think  the  staff  feels  that  the  women  maybe,   are  more  approach 

able  Jiusuuv  probably  because  we've  gone  out  and  talked   in 
the  schools,   and  I'll  go  out  and  have  a  cup  of  coffee  in  the 
teacher's   lounge  at  a  school  and  really  sit  down  and  talk 
to  some  of  the   teachers. 

I  think  they  call  us  more  frequently,  and  they  feel 
that  we're  approachable  and  probably  they  alao  feel  that 
we're  more  sympathetic  with  them. 

Crawley:          In  making  decisions,   are  you  willing  to  abide  by  your  own 

atand,   even  if  it 'a  unpopular,   and  you  may  be  open  to  criticism 
for  taking  it? 

West:  Yea.     In  fact,  we  tried  to  make  that  quite  clear  on  Thmsday 

night,    that  we  knew  that  we  were  making  a  great  number  of 
people  unhappy,   and  that  we  were  sorry  that  they  had  a  great 
emotional  feeling  about  this  particularly  thimg  that  we  were 
talking  about  was  closing  a  couple  of  schools   -  and  we  had 
people  from  thoae  two  schools,  very  angry  and  very  upset,   and 
very  fearful  of  the  future  and  what  it  may  hold  for  themselves 
and  their  children.     But  we  told  them  that  no  way  were  we  going 
to  back  down  and  that  they  were  going  to  have  to  get  together 
and  work  out  some  of  their  own  problems  and   try  to  help  us 


• 
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West:  puch  it  forward.      I  have,   I  think,   on  occassions    in  the  past, 

backed  down  on  a  couple  of  things   that  I  felt  very  strongly 
about  at  the  time  and  I  now  realise  that  it  was  a  mistake  and 
I  should  have  stuck  with  my  original  decision.     In  both  instances, 
it  entailed  closing  the  schools   -  one  was  the  old  high  school 
here.     And  we  had  to  face  either  remodeling  or  tearing  it 
down.     We  had  a  very  emotional  session  that  lasted  forever 
on  that.     And  people  in  the  community  felt  that  -  well,   everybody 
in  the  community  had  gone  to  that  high  school  -  sixty-year 

old  people  -  and  they  felt  that  they  didn't  want  that  high 

-KUS 
school  torn  down  and  they  attitude  was   -  just  make  it  safe  and 

we'll  be  happy. 

Well,   now  we  find  that  we  have  put  thousands  of  thousands 
of  dollars   in  staking  it  safe  and  we  have  a  forty-year  old 
safe  building  that  is  totally  inadequate,   educationally. 
We  just  had  to  pay  another  seventy -thousand  dollars,   for 
instance,   on  the  plumbing,  which  we  hadn't  donw,  at  the  ori 
ginal  time  -  and  wiring  -  and  this   is  going  to  continually 
bleed  future  boards   in  this  community  and  future  taxpayer's 
because  there's  been  a  committment  male  now,   and  so  many 
thousands  of  dollars   put   into  it  that  they're  going  to  fell 
that  they're  going  to  have  to  save  their  investment  by  con 
tinuing  to  additional  monies   into  it.     I  feel  it  was  a  wrong 
decision,  we  should  have  demolished  the  building  and  started 
new. 
Cravley?         Is   there  any  way  now,    to  demolish  the  building  and  start  anew? 

West:  Well,   I  wouldn't  want  to  do  it. 

Crawley:         There's  too  much  involved... 
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West:       It's  good  enough  to  go,  for  maybe,  fifteen  more  year*.   Then 
some  future  board  will  have  to  face  that.   I've  committed 
myself  now. . . 

Crawley:    How  do  you  respond  to  the  pressure  from  the  community? 

West:       I  try  to  listen  -  I  get  calls  at  home  -  I  try  to  listen  - 

I  try  to  be  polite.      If  I  feel  they're  talking  to  the  wrong 
person,   if  I  feel  the  problem  can  be  better  handled  by  someone 
that  I  know  -  an  administrator  or  some  particular  -  I'll 
refer  them  to  the  proper  person,   or  I'll  ask  their  permission 
to  refer  their  problem  to  someone  I  think  will  contact  them 
immediately  to  try  and  solve  their  problem. 

If  it's  just  pure  pressure,   and  I  feel  it's  an  emotional 
type  of   pressure     I'll  tell  them  that  I'm  interested   in  their 
comments  but  that  I'm  going  to  go  to  the  board  meeting  and 
make  up  my  mind   using  a   lot  of  information  and   it  won't  be 
because  emotional  quality. 

Crawley:         So,  would  you  vote  against  pressure  from  outside  forces  and 

also  against  your  constituency  if  you  felt  it  was   for  the  best? 

West:  Yes      I  would. 

Crawley:         Do  you  feel  a  need  to  be  effective  with  fellow  board  members? 

West:  Yes,   I  do.     We've  had  some  really  good  boards.     I  think  that 

this  board  that  I'm  sitting  on  now  is  very  difficult  and  we 
have  a  hard  time  sometimes,   agreeing  on  anything  and  in  fact, 
many  of  our  votes  are  three-two  votes  and  thia   is  to  me  is 
quite  unusual,   because  the  first  three  years  I  s«t  on  the  board 
we  were  almost  unanimous  on  everything,   almost  always,     And 
once  in  a  while  there  would  be  somebody  that  would  abstain  or 
whoi  would  vote  no  for  a  particular  reason,   always  with  an 
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West: 


Crawley: 


West: 


Crawley) 


explanation  of  their  no  vote.      But  the  board   now  is  very 

I  don't  know..  .it's  hard  for  them.     I  feel  that  Just  on  this 

last  Incident  on  the  desegregation,  was  the  first  tine  that 

we  were  really  together  as  a  solid  board,   and  all  felt  strongly 

about  the  basic  issuvcand  all  felt  that  It  had  to  happen  and 

that  we  were  not  going  to  be  pulled  by  any  outside  forces. 

But,   I  think  that  on  other  issuvs,   there  have  been  at  least 

two  members   that  on  the  board,    that  I  have  felt  have  been 

swayed  by  pressure,   by  pressure  groups,   and  have  voted  in 

such  a  way  to  mollify  these  pressure  groups.     And  I've  taken 

them  to  task,   personally,   about  it,   but  it  doesm't  always 

work. 

Is   there  a  difference  between  the  decision  making  processes 

«ot  of  men  and  women? 

I  donjt  think  so.     I  really  don't.     I  think  that  people  fear 

this   type  of  thing  and  as   I've  indicated,   more  and  more  women 

are  being  elected  and  appointed  to  boards  all  over,   and   I 

think  that  it's  because  people  have  become  aware  that  there's 

no  real  difference.  .  .That  you  should   find   the  best  person, 

whether  she  happens  to  be  in  a  skirt  or...  I  think  they  find 

that  the  best  fc  school  board  members  Is   the  person  who  has   the 

time  and  the  interest  and  they  want  to  vote  for  those  people. 

And  I  think  they've  found  that  there's  no  real  difference 

in  how  they  decide  just  because  of  the  sex. 

Do  you  think  that  the  board  will  be  better  if  the  men  that 

are  now  •irTing  /r—  1J  glir      ••••    "'ntL    "~*  didn't  have  outside 

businesses,   and  could  give  more  time  to  the  board  itself,   or 

say  another  women  was  elected,   so  you'd  have  three  instead 
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Crawley:    of  two? 

West:      I  don't  know.  You  know,  I  had  a  really  hard  time  when  the 
other  woman  waa  elected  because,  and  this  waa  a  purely  psy 
chological  feeling,  I  think,  I  really  kind  of  reaented  it. 
I  felt  I  waa  kind  of  the  queen  bee.  I  had  four  other  men 
on  the  board  and  I  felt  vtry  important  and  I  had  to  sort  of 
rearrange  my  own  way  of  thinking  when  the  other  woman  came 
on  the  board.  I  would  welcome  any  board  member,  whatever 
the  sex  at  this  point,  that  really  had  a  strong  commitment, 
but  I  alao  feel  that  the  men  on  the  board  that  have  certain 
businesses,  like  one  man  that's  an  attorney,  has  some  real 
strengths  that  he  brings  because  of  hia  business  intereata 
and  because  of  hia  background.  I  would  kind  of  hate  to  see 
it  all  retired  people  or  all  housewives. 

I  think  it's  good  to  have  people  in  the  business  world 
who  have  a  feeling  of  economy  and  this  type  of  thing. 


(Side  Two) 

Crawley:          How  do  you  succeed,   and/or  fall  in  persuading  fellow  board 
members   of  your  point  of  view? 

West:  Well,   sometimes  I  just  outtalk  them,   I  think.  And  I  have  a 

pretty  good  batting  average  on  swaying  the  board. 

However,    in  this   laat  board  meeting,   there  waa  a  particular 
item  that  we've  been  trying  for  about  four  months  to  thraah  out 
a  policy  on  negotiating  procedure  in  order  to  meet  and  confirm 
with  ourn  certificated  employeea  council,  which  ia  act  up 
L -•-— ' lAAA°ed1ication  code.     The  employeea  would   like 


a  broader  policy  than  what  ia  aet  forth  in  the  education 
code.  And  I  feel  that  it's  reasonable,  however  we  thrashed 
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West:  out  son*  bad   problems  about  the  post-policy  they've  had 

and  we've   proposed  back  and  forth  and   back  and  forth  and 
I  felt  we've  finally  reached  a  really  good  compromise, 
and  I  spoke  for  some   lefgth  of  time,    trying  to  urge  a  couple 
of  the  board  members  to  go  along  with  me,  and  ft£ii$itheir 
compromise  policy  this  time.      I  didn't  have  any  luck.     I 
didn't  get   8aa   ttt  etnir,   one  person.      I  didn't  even  finally 
make  a  motion  because  it  was  obvious  that  I  wouldn't  have 
anybody  to  support  it. 

Craw  ley:          Do  you  think  that  if  you  were  a  man  you  would   be   listened 
to  more  re ve rely? 

West:  No,   I 'he  never  had  that  feeling  at  all.     I  really  have  never 

had  the  feeling  that  I'm  taken  less  seriously  because  I'm 
a  woman,   either  by  the  board  members,    or  by  the  community 
or  the  staff.     I  think  they  always  give  me  the  courtesy  of 
listening  and  if  my  arguments  make  sense,   I  usually  find 
that  I  can  sway  the  board  members  to  my  way  of  thinking. 

This  just  happened  to  be  a  real  difference  of  philosophy. 
They  don't  want  to  give  in  on  a  point  that  I  feel  we  should 
give  in  on. 

Crawley:         What  point  is   that? 

V{fw 

West:  Well,   the  point  is       If  we  go  as  far  as  fact-finding  in 

a  meeting,   confer  a  sessions:  if  we  can,   come  to  a  decisions 
about  a  particular  problem  -  and  it  becomes  a  stalemate  - 
then,  we  should  go  to  a  fact-finding  -  wefcm*  both  agreed  that 
that's  a  good  solutlion  -  snd  we  would  chose  a  fact-finder 
and  they  would  chose  a  fact-finder  -  and   then  they  proposed 
that  in  order  to  chose  a  third  fact-finder  -  the  way  that 
permnmsis  chosen  by  the  two  fact-finders,    they  get  together 
mmt 


,;  -  ' 
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West:  and   look  over  lists  of  people.     And  the  only  tine  we  ever 

got  to  that  point  -  the  fact-finders  couldn't  agree  on  • 
third  party.     So,  we  were  still  stalemated  -  so  it  just  ended 
that  way.     They  proposed  a  way  of  breaking  that  deadlock, 
if  the  two  fact-finders  can't  make  a  decision  that  we  call 
in  the  American  Arbitration  Service  to  present  a   list  and 
then  they  will  have  to  chose  somebody  from  that   list.      I 
feel  that  it's  a  good  compromise  evolution,   but  the  other 
board  members  don't  want  it  to  be  that. 

They  feel  that  the  American  Arbitration  Service  is 
somehow,    too  labor  oriented  and   they  would  ilike  the  third 
fact-finder  to  be  appointed  by  the  county  superintendent 
of  schools,   and  that  is   totally  unacceptable  to  the  teachers 
because  they  feel  that  the  county  superintendent  of  schools 
would  appoint  someone  who  is  too  much  administratively  swayed. 

And  so,  we  seem  to  be  stalemated.     And  I've   looked   into 
the  American  Arbitration  Service  and  we  do  use  it  for  our 
grivtamce  procedures,    if  a  tiacher  has  a  grievance,   for  instance. 
And  I've  always  thought  it  to  be  fair.     I've  looked  into  their 
list  of  people  that  they've  recommended  in  this  area,   and 
they  would  all  be  acceptable  to  me,   so  I  really  think  that 
we  should  decide  on  that  and  go  ahead  with  it. 

Crawley:          Do  you  think  that  since  you  are  cnn,   you  have  to  mar  shall 
more  facts  to  present  a  case  than  a  man  would? 

West:  No,   I  don't.     Not  at  all. 

Crawley:    Are  you  willing  to  take  the  initiative  in  policy  matters? 

West:      Yes,  and  I  have  on  several. 

Crawleyt    Is  there  a  degree  of  s pec la 1 lea t ion  on  the  board? 


• 


- 
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West:  I  don't  think  I  understand  the  question. 

Crawley:          Such  as,   are  the  businessmen  only  involved   in  financial  matters 
and  the   lawyers   in  policymaking  and  yiu  and  Mrs.   Anderaon  In 
communicating  vith  the  teachers...? 

West:  I  don't  really  think  so.     Although,  we  do,  as  I  said,  have 

our  strengths.     I  think  we  all  now  feel  quite  comfortable 
in  all  areas. 

The  first  year  or  two  that  I  was  on  the  board,   I  didn't 
feel  comfortable  in  the  financial  portion,   the  budget -ma king, 
the  school  finances  are  quite  a  different  type  of  animal, 
and  I  thought  it  very  difficult  to  make  any  real  intelligent 
decisions  on  my  own.     I  would   lean  heavily  on  *******  our 
business  manager  and  our  other  board  members   for  guidance, 
but  in  five  years  I  think  I*ve   learned  a  lot  and  we've 
persuaded  the  business  manager  to  design  a  budget  in  a  different 
manner  that  mmz  is  more  easily  read  and  more  easily  understood. 
(At   least  by  me.)     So,   I  don't  have  too  much  difficulty  in 
that  area.     So,t  I  feel  that  I  contribute  in  all  areas  now. 

Cravley:          In  working  with  your  staff,    is  there  a  difference   in  the  way 
male  or  female  colleagues  work? 

West:  I  don't  really  know  if  it's  because  of  sex  differences  or  not, 

but  I  probably  use  my  feminine  wiles   for  instance,  when  I 
approach  staff  members  and... but  I  don't  know... I  really  donty.. 

Crawley:          Do  board  members   tend  to  become  either  intimidated  by  the  staff 
or  do  they  simply  accept  their  judgement? 

West:  I  think  that  on  a   lot  of  matters,  we  accept  their  judgement, 

and  we  feel  that  as    long  as  we  have  an  administrative  staff 
and  we  pay  them  quite  a  bit  of  money,   that  we  probably  should 
rely  on  them  quite  heavily.     But,   I  can  think  of  instances  where 
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Vest:  we've  been  very  disappointed   in  their  recommendations  and 

we've  told  the*  f la iff     go  back  and  come  with  something 
else. 

And  so  there  are  some  cases  where  we  feel  that  even 
though  they're  the  experts,    they're  not  coming  up  with  what 
we  feel  are  really  expert  decisions,   and  we  tell  them  so, 
quite   frankly. 

We  had  a  case  not  too  long  ago,  where  we  asked  the 
•  director  of  elementary  instruction  to  come  to  us  with  some 
solutions  KB  some  of  the  reading  problems   that  we  were  finding 
in  CBBBxaf  the  ethnic  groups.     The  fact  that,    no  matter  how 
much  effort  we  seem  to  be  doing,    year  after  year,   and  this 
year  it's  going  to  work  because  we're  doing  certain  new  things, 
and   that  the  minority  races  are  going  to  really  improve  and 
then  we  get  the  reading  scores  at  the  end  of  khh.  year  and  we 
found  that  in  fact,    it  hadn't  happened  again.     This  has  gone  on 
for  about  three  or  four  years     so  we  asked  him,    "All  right, 
we're  willing  to  really  put  some  additional  money  or  whatever 
effort  into  it,   go  back  and  come  to  us  with  some  alternatives 

that  you  feel  will  work."     And  the  alternatives  that  he  brought, 

was  about 
us,   «ii  four  or  five,   all  were  so  expensive,   and  to  us   it   looked 

like  he  just  thought  i  up  the  moon  in  order  to  improve  the 
reading  scores  of  these  youngsters,    and  he  obviously  knew 
we  didn't  have  that  much  money.     And  fee  felt  that  he  had 
designed  really  expensive  programs  that  he  knew  wouldn't  work, 
and  we  told  him. . .Ijm  afraid  we  really  embarrassed  him. ..and 
he  felt  quite  badliy  about  it,   but  we  told  xfcn  him  that  they 
were  totally  unnacceptable  and  he  should  come  up  with  something 
else.     We44r.    Liiai  leallj  hasn't  U«»u  June.   Uul  ueiimliiiB ,   ••'**• 
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Vest:  Well,   that  really  hasn't  been  done.     But  meanwhile,  we've 

decided  that  probably,   if  there's  no  other  way,   that's   it's 
going  to  be  desegregation,  so  this   is  the  way  we've  moved. 

Crawley:          How  do  you  keep  in  touch  with  those  that  don't  come  forward, 
like  the  racial  and  ethnic  minorities? 

West:  Well,   most  of  those  groups  are  pretty  vocal  in  the  community 

now.  And  they  do  came  forward  now.  They  contact  me  by  phone, 
they  come  to  board  meetifgs,  and  in  fact,  they're  more  regular 
in  attendance  than  maybe  just  the  average  person  in  the  community. 

We  find  that  it's  kind  of  i  frustrating  sometimes.     The 
staff  members  are  in  attendance,   they  have  representative 
there,   and  we  get  a  great  deal  of  pressure  from  staff  and  teacher 
organizations.     We  get  quite  a  bit  a  feed-in  from  the  racial 
and  ethnic  groups,    but  when  we're  working  on  something  like 
a   five-milliftn  dollar  budget  and  trying  to  decide  where  to  make 
cuts  and  what  to  add  -  we'll  look  out  in  the  audience  and  we'll 
see  the  same  typixifxmirf  people  and   it  gets  sort  of  discouraging. 
And  then  WJB  if  we  have  a  hot  question  on     integration  or  dese 
gregation,  we'll  have  three-hundred  and  fifty  people  who  are 
attending  their  first  board  meeting  and... those  things  «  can 
get  a   little  frustrating. 

Most  of  the  groups  are  pretty  well  represented  an  they 
feel  there's   an  item  there  that  they  want  to  talk  about,   they 
come  and  talk  about  it. 

Crawley:         How  do  you  make  independent  judgements? 

West:  Well,   I  have  my  agenda,    and  I  know  what  the   items  are  going  to 

be  and  in  the  agenda  we  generally  have  what  the  staff  is 
recommending     the  administration  and  the  superintedent,  who 
makes   the  recommendation,   but   it's  a  staff  judgement,     He 


. 


31 


West:       call  on  his  people.  And  then  if  I'm  happy,  if  it  seems  like 

it's  probably  the  proper  recommendation,  I  may  not  do  anything 
about  it  at  all.  If  I  have  some  questions,  I'll  make  a  visit 
to  a  school,  maybe  call  a  few  people  on  the  phone,  go  down 
to  the  central  office  and  talk  maybe  to  the  business  manager 
or  some  other  staff  member. 

I  don't  have  a  number  of  people  in  the  community  that 
I  think  of  as  my  counselors  or  advisors  to  contact,  and  I 
would  resent  that  if  I  knew  of  any  board  member  who  was  doing 
that  type  of  thing.  I  try  to  contact  people  that  I  think  of 
as  being  knowledgeable  and  they  might  change  from  month  to 
month,  really. 

Crawleyi    Do  you  feel  •  the  fishbowl  atmosphere,  being  a  woman  on  the 
board? 

West:      No,  I  don't. 

w 

Crawley:    How  do  you  react  to  criticism  if  you  feel  that  they  are  ira±xf«XB«*x 
unfair  or  uninformed? 

West:  I'd  probably  tend   to  get  angry,    first  of  all,   and  then  I'd  have 

to  control  my  temper  and  try  to  explain  the  facts  that  I  have 
at  my  disposal  and  explain  what  I've  done.      I  don't  mind  going 
into  great  detail  with  people  if  they  call  me... I  usually  have 
I  think,   pretty  good   luck  at  least  in  having  a  person  say, 
"Well,   I  understand  how  you've  come  to  that  decision,   but  I 
still  don't  agfee  with  it."     And  this  sort  of  thing. 

I  teally  try  to  explain  to  people  and  give  them  aa  many 
factssas   I've  had  and  hope  that  that  will  bring  them  to  under 
standing  my  decision  and  perhaps   even  agreeing  with  it. 
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Crawley:          Is   the   local  press,   as  a  whole,    in  fafror  of  your  decision!? 

West:  Yes     they  feel,   I  think,  quite  supportive.     We  have  always 

had  a  pretty  good  preas  her*  in  Santa  Barbara.     They  3 one times 
don't  give  us  the  coverage  that  we  think  we  deserve,   perhaps, 
and  maybe  don't  print  all  the  articles   that  the  reporter  writes. 

We  have  a  good  educational  reporter  who  in  fact,   used  to 
serve  on  a  school  board,   so  she  has  a  very  good  knowledge  of 
the  district.      She  writesa   lot  of  really  good  storied  about 
the  things   that  are  happening  in  the  school  and   it  sometimes 
seems   to  bs ,   as  school  board  members,   that  many  of  those  aren't 
being  printed  because  of  space  considerations  by  the  editor. 

And  we  feel  sometimes  that  we're  getting  all  the  emotional 
type  things   being  printed  and  few  of  the  good  solid  things 
that  are  happening  in  classrooms  that  she  would   like  to  write 
about  and  does  write  about  things... and  I  kguess   that's  just 
the  nature  of  newspaper  work.     They  like  to  print  the  things 
that  are  controversial. 

Crawley:          Do  you  think  that  men  and  wmen  react  differently  to  criticism, 
hostility  and  disagreement? 

West:  Yes,   I  really  do.     I  think  that  women  take  it  more  personally. 

than  men.     In  fact,   I  know  they  do,    take  it  as  a  personal  affront, 
and  I  find  that  I  have  to  continually  talk  to  myself  and  try  to 
make  myself  understand  that  it  isn't  a  personal  criticism,   that 
they're  criticising  the  board  as  a  whole,   I  shouldn't  really  get 
that  uptight  about   it.      I  think  the  men  are  better  at  handling 
that  type  of  thing.     They've  helped  us  from  time  to  time  in 
understanding  that  it's  not  a  real  personal  put-down. 

Crawley:         What  has   been  the  effect  of  holding  this   position  on  your 
private   life? 
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Vest:  Well,   I   find   that  I  have  probably  ±u  much  less   time  to  spend 

with  the  children,   and  I  resent   that  sometimes.     And  I  think 
I  feel  quite  guilty  about  it  from  time  to  time. 

The  children  have  been  really  good  about  it  though.     They 
don't  complain  too  much  about  it.     But,  yeah,   there  are  weeks, 
for  instance     last  week  I  was  out  Tuesday,  Wednesday,   and 
Thursday  til  quite  late  all  three  nights.     And  that  meant* 
leaving  the  children,   an  early  dinner,   once  you're  through 
dinner,    leaving  the  children.     Although  one  night  I  did  take 
the  twelve-year-old  girl  with  me  because  I  didn't  think  it 
would  be  too  late,    and  she  wanted  to  go.     And  I  do  try  to 
take  them  ifnl  can     if  I  think  it's  something  that  they're 
not  going  to  be  completely  bored  with,   and  I'll  take  them 
one  or  two  at  a  time.     The  boys  aren't  particularly  interested. 
They ire     seventeen  and  sixteen  and  they  would  rather  be  here, 
or  doing  their  own  things.      But,    the  girls  sometimes   feel 
that  they  would   like  to  go  along  with  me  and  be  at   least  a 
part  of  it. 

•Al  vbft 

Crawley:          Do  you  think  that  one  of  your  daughters  will  run  for  the  board 

because  of  this   initiation  you've  given  her? 
West:  It's   probably  giving  them  a   really  bad  taste  of  it  and  they'll 

be  damaged   for  life  >«   t»i   uu    ....I  wouldn't  know. 
Crawley:         Are  all  your  childfen  older?     TSIIBQ   nnnn,.  .? 
West:  The  youngest   is  almost  eleven  and  the  oldest  boy  is  seventeen 

and  a -ha If. 
Crawley:         What  are  your  sources  of  information; {such  as;   magazines 

books,   T.V.,    the  radio? 
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West:      I  don't  watch  television  very  much  at  all.  I  do  listen  to 

the  radio.  I  read  tvo  HHBXM  newspapers  a  day,  a  local  paper 
and  the  L.A.  Tines.  And  we  have  a  number  of  magazines  in  the 
house,  I  read  regularly.   I  read  the  Time  magazine,  I  look 
through  the  Life,  we  have  National  Geographic,  Sunset,  Sports 
Illustrated  and  a  number  of  that  type  of  magazine,  but  aside 
from  that  I  get  a  lot  of  information  that  is  sent  regularly 
from  our  central  office.   Pamphlets,  and  papers  and  convention 
reports  and  conference  studies  and  inservice  reports  and  this 
type  of  things  •  just  tons  of  material.  I  read  regularly  the 
American  School  Board  Journal  and  the  California  School  Board 
Journal  and  look  at  other  professional  magazines  that  are 
Passed  on  to  me,  teacher  magazines  and  administrative  sources 
of  information.  It's  a  lot  of  reading.  I  really  don't  read 
for  pleasure  anymore  at  all. 

Crawley:    How  do  you  select  and  evaluate  and  determine  what  to  believe 
in  the  things  that  you  hear? 

West:      Well,  I  don't  know.  I  know  that  I've  changed  a  lot,  in  my 

feelings.   I  think  when  I  first  became  a  x  school  board  member 
I  was  probably  moderate  conservative,  I  guess ,1  could  be 
classified,  and  I  think  that  I've  gone  more  toward  the  moderate 
level  and  even  find  myself  now  agreeing  more  with  the  liberal 

point  of  view  of  things.  -*••*  T  '•-'*•  ' * e  j-'n  hnn'iist 

It  probably  is  because  of  my  experience  on  the  school  board. 
I  have  Just  recently  changed  my  party  affiliation  from 
Republican  to  Democrat  for  instance  and  find  that  I  get  very 
irritated  with  the  treatment  that  schools  have  continually 
gotten  and  recently  has  even  been  worse  by  the  Republican 
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Vest:  administration  in  California.     And  the  people  that  I  agree  vith 

like,  Wilson  Riles  and  some  of  the  other  people,   I  find  that 
they're  more  and  more  Democrats.      I  just  joined  then,   I  kgueas. 

Crawl ey:          Have  you  found  that  Reagan  has  budgeted  so  much,    that  he's 
cutting  down  on  the  schools? 

West:  Well,   I  don't  know  what  his   feeling  is,    but  he's  very,    I  think 

very  much  against  public  schools.      I  don't  think  he  really 
wants   to  solve  our  problems.      He  certainly  hasn't  done  anything 
since  he's   been  in  office  that  would  indicate  to  me  that  he  is 
really  trying  to  solve  it,   the  problems  of  the  schools.     It's 
very  real  and  it's  there.     And  I  just  can't  understand  why 
he  Ignores   it  except  I  guess  he  doesn't   likk  what  he  sees   in 
the  way  of  students.     I  do.     I  think  that  the  schools  are  doing 
an  admirable  job  with  the  money  that  they  have  and   the  clientle 
that  comes  with  them  and  the  kids  are  being  turned  out. . .it's. .. 
they're  fantastically  n  well  educated.      My  twelve-year-old   in 
the  seventh  grade  is  probably  vKere  I  was  when  I  graduated  from 
high  school,   as  far  as  the  amount  of  c4  information  that  she 
has  at  her  disposal.     But  perhaps,  Mr.   Reagan  doeam't   like  the 
way  she  dresses,    I  don't  knot     really  understand   it. 

They  are  very  inquisitive,   they're  very  Involved.     When 
I  was   in  school,  we  were  probably  the  generation  of  "don't 
get  involved"  type  people.     We  were  willing  to  let  decision- 
making  *•  happen  at  some  other  levAA.  We  didn't  really  want 
to  know  about  it  and  it's  really  scary  because  now  when  you 
thinkkthat  my  generation  are  the  ones  that  are  the  power 
structure,   the  forty  to  fifty-year  old  people,   and  many  of 
them  haven't  made  any  adjustment  in  their  way  of  thinking. 
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West 5  I   feel  that  I  have.      I  think  that  people   like  Governor  Reagan 

Just  really  totally  can't  understand  why  a  seventeen  or  eighteen 
year  old  person  Is   Interested   In  politics   to  £  such  an  extent 
that  he'll  go  *  out  and  campaign  for  and  get  vocally  Involved. 
I  think  he  resents   It  because  he  remembers  his  own  seventeen 
or  eighteen-year  old  years  when  he  was  doing  whatever  It  was 
he  did  In  those  days  and  he  certainly  wasn't  becoming  Involved 
In  politics.     He  just  really  resents   the   fact  that  they're 
Interested. 

Crawley:         How  do  you  react  to  the  students  demonstrating  against  the 

bombardment  of  North  Vietnam,   against  Reagan  at  SantaBarfcfcra 
airfield  and  airport  last  week? 

West:  Well,   I  understand  why  they  are  doing  It  and  I'm  not  sure 

that  I  agree  that  It's  the  best  way  to  pmitttttn  call  attention 
to  It     I  certainly  wouldn't  Join  them,   but  I  really  feel  very 
sympathetic  toward  them.      And  I  understand  how  frustrating  it 
is   to  disagree  with  the  power  structure  and  not  really  know 
how  to  show  that  disagreement  and  probably  they  are  doing  it 
the  only  way  they  can. 

I  heard  some  people  say,    'Veil,   if  they  block  Highway  101 
and  I  was  going  down  there.    I'd   just  get  a   two-ton  truck  and 
drive  right  through  them...",   and  I  think  how  really  idiotic 
that  sounds   and  x  how  really  stupid   it  sounds   to  anyone  with 
any  intelligence.      You're  obviously  not  going  to  run  over  a 
bunch  of  people,   no  matter  what  risjr  representing  and  cause 
death  and  injury  and  this  type  of  thing.      But  there  are  a 
lot  of  people'iSS  really  *m#0^that.     And  when  I  hear  it, 
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West:       I  generally  try  to  say  something  that  makes  them  sound  as  stupid 
as  they  really  are  sounding. 

Crawley:    Did  you  hear  what  Reagan  said  when  he  landed,  where  was  it 
he  landed,  at  the  field,  the  polo  field...?  But  he  •  said 
when  he  landed  that  these  students  that  were  out  there  demon 
strating  fcmtxjr  at  the  time  were  not  true  representatives  of 
the  students  today,  that  true  students  are  supporting  their 
friends  in  Viet  Nam  and  these  people  out  there  were  Just 
sunning  themselves  and  having  an  easy  time,  while  their  peers 
were  being  shot  at  in  Viet  Nam. 

West:       Well  he's  very  naive  if  he  really  believes  that,  because 
I  think  that  they  are  xx  representative  of  the  feelings  of 
all  of  the  students.   Probably  where  the  difference  lies  if 
that  the  majority  of  the  students  would  not  participate  in 
that  activity  for  the  reasons  that  I  wouldn't,  you  know. 
I  just  don't  think  that  it's  going  to  make  k  that  much  of 
an  impression.   But  I  really  have  to  hand  it  to  them  that 
they  go  out  and  do  it. 

Crawley:    Evaluating  the  experience  of  serving  on  the  board,  has  it  been 
different  from  what  you  had  expected? 

West:       It's  been  pretty  much  the  same  as  what  I'd  expected,  except 
for  the  amount  of  time  that's  involved.   I  really  didn't 
expect  that  I  would  be  that  Involved  or  that  I  would  have 
that  many  number  of  hours  that  I  would  feel  I  would  have  to 
work  in  order  to  be  a  good  school I  board  member.   And  now 
that  I 've  been  on  the  board  for  five  years ,  I  feel  that  I 
can  get  by  with  fewer  number  of  hours.   I{ve  been  I  guess 
in  every  classroom  in  Santa  Barbara  and  we  have  a  lot  of 
classrooms  and  I  think  that  every  teacher  that  works  in  our 
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Weat:  district  knows  me  by  sight.     So,   I  think  that  I  can  drop 

a   lot  of  that  type  of  activity  now  and  maybe  be   less  visible 
in  the  community. 

I  would   like  to  spend  a   little  more  time  doing  some  of  the 
other  things   that  I  enjoy  doing. 
Crawley:          Do  you  have  different  ideas  about  how  government  operates  and 

Jtfct  should  operate  *  now  that  you've  been  in  government? 
West:  Yes,   I  think  I  do.     I've  been  mlnorly  involved  in  our  city 

government     on  the  recreation  commission,   as   the  commissioner. 
And  I've  just  recently  resigned  that  position  because  of 
continuing  awareness,   acute  awareness   of  the  fact  that  as  a 
commission  member  you  really  are  just  «pix*Atx  spinning  your 
wheels.    I  really  do   't  understand  what  their  purpose  is. 
Their  fu  ction  is  supposed  to  be  advisory  to  the  city  cou  cil, 
but  after  serving  for  about  four  years,  I  found  that  we  had 
no. . .we  weren't  even  taken  seriously  by  the  city  council. 
We  had  no  co-tact  with  the  council.     We  used  to  have  a  council 
member  who  cane  to  our  commission  meetings  and  tried  to  keep 
a   liason,   but  she  died  and  her  postlon  it  filled  by  someone 
else  and  since  that  time  we've  had  no  contact  with  the  council. 

We're  not  welcomed  at  council  meetings  and  infect,  we're 
told  to  stay  away.     The  city  government,   particularly  in  Santa 
Barbara,  4e  really  Is  Just  fantastically  political  and  I  Just 
can't  stand  it.     I  just  decided  for  my  own  blood  pressure  that 
I  would  get  out  and   let  somebody  else  do  it.     I  stated  in  my 
resignation  that  the  reasons  behind  it  was  because  I  wanted 
to  spend  more  time  with  my  family  but  I  was  Just  *mi±  totally 
felt  that  as  an  advisory  person  I  was  Just  being  ignored  and 
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West:  my  advice  was  being  turned  down  and  not  even  given  consideration, 

and  for  that  reason  v  I  was  going  to  resign. 

And  a   number  of  other  commission  members   throughout   the 
city  have  resigned.     They  have  probably  thirty-five  commission 
positions  to  fill;  airport,   park,   recreation,  and  all  these 
different  kind  of  commissions,  and  I  think  that  somebody  should 
look  into  why  all  these  commissioners  are  resigning.     It's 
because  they  feel  absolutely  frustrated  in  making  any  real 
eo  tttbutlon  to  the  community  and  they  all  thought  they  could 
when  they  werf  asked  to  serve. 

Crawley:    Is  this  the  only  other  public  office  that  you've  held? 

West:       Yes,  It  is. 

Crawley:    Do  you  evaluate  the  relationship  between  men  and  women  operating 
An  a  public  life  differently? 

West:       I  don't  know.   I  don't  think  I  do. 

Crawley:    Are  you  supporting  other  women  entering  into  polietts? 

West:       No,  not  this  year.  I'm  not  really  supporting  anybody,  particularly. 

Crawley:    But,  as  a  whole,  do  you  favor  more  women  getting  involved? 

West:]]     Tes,  I  would.  I  think  women  have  a  lot  to  bring  to  politics 
and  I  think  the  only  woman  councilwoman  that  I  knew  here  in 
Santa  Barbara,  was  by  far  a  superior  person  even  though  she 
was  invfH  health  in  the  last  few  yean  on  the  council.  She 
still,  in  my  way  of  thinking,  gave  more  time,  more  thoughtful 
consideration  to  problems  and  was  more  sympathetic  to  the 
people  who  elected  her  and  was  really  a  great  councilwoman. 

Crawley:    Was  that  Mrs.  Carr? 

West:       Tes,  Mrs.  Carr.  She  was  kinf  of  a  strange  person  in  a  lot 

of  ways  but  she  really  tried  to  do  her  job  the  way  she  thought 


• 


West:       it  should  be  done,  •  and  certainly  never  treated  anyone  in  the 
way  that  many  of  these  present  councilman  treat  the  people  in 
the  community. 

Crawley:  Are  you  satisfied  that  you  were  being  effected  as  a  female 
public  servant? 

West:       Yes,  I  think  I  was.   I  think  I'm  doing  a  good  job  and  I'm 
satisfied  with  my  contribution.  I  think  that  I'm  really 
contiibuting  a  lot  to  the  community. 

Cravley:    Will  you  seek  an  additional  term? 

West:  I  don't  believe  that  I  will.  That's  what  I  said  last  time 
too.  You  never  know  and  it's  pretty  hard  when  people  come 
to  you  and  ask  you  to  serve. 

I  have  a  lot  of  other  things  that  I  would  like  to  do  and 
when  things  get  rough  I  start  thinking  about  thoae.   As  I 
indicated  before,  I  need  to  be  working  for  financial  reasons 
and  just  personal  considerations.   I  would  like  to  get  out 
and  I'm  forty-one  years  old  and  I  feel  that  I  have  a  lot  to 
think  about  in  the  future  a  little  bit  more. 

So,  I  think  if  I  find  a  really  interesting  job  that  fills 
some  of  my  needs,  obviously  I  must  have  had  needs  or  I  wouldn't 
have  considered  serving  on  the  board  if  being  a  woman  at  home 
fulfilled  all  those  needs,  I  would«*t  have  stayed  in  that 
postt*mn.   So,  if  I  can  find  something  that  I  like  to  do  in 
the  business  world  I  think  that  would  probably  ttii  Chose 
needs  and  IVm¥«i*n?ee 1  a  need  to  serve  again. 

Crawley:    Do  you  think  that  terms  should  be  limited  by  length  of  service 
or  by  age? 

West:       I'm  not  sure.   I  think  we've  had  some  pretty  good  people  in 
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West:  the  past  that  have  been  older  and  been  on  the  board  for  a 

long  time,   and  of  course  you  get  some  really  rotten  ones   too. 
I  think  it's  got  to  be  up  to  the  voter*  as  much  as  anything. 
I  think  they  tend  to  weed  them  out .  if*fton  someone  has   been 
there  too  long  •  or  because  of  age  they  shouldn't  serve. 
Generally  speaking,   those  people  kaav  usually  decide  at  about 
the  moment  they  know  in  their  mind  that  if  they  stand  for 
election  again  they  will  be  voted  out  becaasea  of  one  of 
those  reasons,  so  they  usually  choose  not  to  run.     I  think 
it's  a  pretty  good  weeding  process. 

Crawley:         Do  you  feel  that  you  are  assisting  the  benefit  of  women's 
«m«Kta)  emancipation  by  serving  on  the  board. 

West:  You  know,   I'd  never  thought  of  that  until  the  last  couple  of 

years  and  I  guess  because  of  the  additional  number  of  articles 

in  magazines  and  things,   perhaps.     I  don't  know.     I  think 
probably  because  there  are  now  two  women  on  the  board  that 
more  •  women  will  be  interested,   really  qualified  women  will 
be  interested  in  running  for  the  board. 

I  think  in  the  past  they  pretty  much  felt  that  there  was 
just  one  position  and  probably  they  shouldn't  dilute  the 
chances  of  a  good  qualified  person,  and  maybe  you'd  just  have 
one  woman  running  for  that  position. 

But,   I  think  in  the  future  you  might  have  two  or  three. 
In  the  last  election  we  did  have  that  ease,   of  two  or  three 
women  who  were  really  trying  because  there  were  two  women 
incumbents  up  for  election.     I  think  they  feel  their  chances 
are  better,   the  more  women  w4»  are  Involved  in  politics,   I  think 
the  more  p  wommn  will  become  interested  in  it  because  they 
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West:  feel  that  maybe  they  have  a  chance  because  someSSS^Ras  already 

succeeded. 

Crawley:         Who  was   the  otherfincumbant?     I  thought  that  you  were  the  only 
one. 

West:  Mrs.   Anderson  was  also. 

Crawley:         Oh,   I  see.    I  didn't  realise  that  she  had  been  in  that   long. 

West:  No,   she  hadn't  been  in  that  long.     She  had  only  been  in  a 

couple  of  years.     She  toaxttsai  elected  to  an  unexpired   term 
that  just  ran  about  two  years  so  then  she  had  to  stand  again. 

Crawley:          Do  t  you  tatak  feel  overcoming  the  image  of  women  being  weak 
keeps  women  out  of  politics? 

West:  Yes,   I  think  so.     Certainly  on  a  state  or  national  type  basis, 

maybe  not  a   local  board,    like  the  board  of  education,   because 
you  know  those  people  pretty  well.      But,   I  think  if  you're 
talking  about  a  large  political  office,   people  have  the  idea 
that  you  know,  a  woman  couldn't  stand  up  under  the  pressures 
and  maybe  couldn't  take  all  that  guff  or  whatever  it  is. 
I  think  we  really  have  to  overcome  that  type  of  thing  and  I'm 
not  sure  how  many  votes  Shirley  Chisholm  will  get  just  because 
she's  a  woman,  certainly  not  because  she's  black  but  because 
she's  a  woman  and  I  don't  think  people  really  feel  that  a 
woman  can  do  all  that  hard  wort.      It's  a  lot  of  hard  work... 

Crawley:         Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  possible,   not  specifically  for 
Shirley  Chisholm,  but  for  a  woman  to  be  President T 

West:  Oh  yes,   I  think  it's  possible.      Probably  we  have  a  number  of 

women  who  would  do  a  great  job  but  I  think  we  have  a   long  way 
to  go  before  we'll  have  one  in  the  White  House.      I  think  it'll 
be  twenty-five  years,   at  least. 


• 


West:       I  don't  think  so  because  I  don't  think  she} 11  ever  get  to 

that  stage. 

Crawley:    Thank  you  very  much. 
West:      Thank  you. 
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